THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY    MARK 1: 21-28    FEBRUARY 1, 2015
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     I THINK THAT IT IS GENERALLY TRUE THAT WHEN WE ARE AMAZED ABOUT SOMETHING WE HAVE A TENDENCY TO TELL OTHER PEOPLE.   THINK ABOUT SOME TV COMMERCIAL THAT TELLS YOU ABOUT SOME AMAZING NEW PRODUCT.  OR SOME NEWS PROGRAM THAT IS EAGER TO TELL YOU SOME "AMAZING BREAKING NEWS…."SO, DON'T CHANGE THAT CHANNEL!"  OR HOW ABOUT THE SEAHAWKS' AMAZING COMEBACK AGAINST THE GREEN BAY PACKERS?…..FIFTY-SEVEN MINUTES OF DESPAIR AND SIX MINUTES OF EUPHORIA!   THERE MIGHT BE MANY THINGS IN THIS LIFE THAT WE CONSIDER AMAZING.  …WHICH BRINGS US TO OUR GOSPEL READING WHERE WE READ THAT PEOPLE WERE SO AMAZED ABOUT JESUS THAT HIS FAME SPREAD QUICKLY THROUGHOUT THE REGION OF GALILEE. AND THAT'S WHAT WE AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH ARE TRYING TO DO IN THE PUGET SOUND:  TELL EVERYONE ABOUT THIS AMAZING JESUS.   BUT THERE IS A DANGER THAT WE WILL LOOSE OUR AMAZEMENT ABOUT JESUS.  WE HEAR THE SAME STORIES ABOUT JESUS OVER AND OVER AGAIN….AND MAYBE, JUST MAYBE… EACH TIME THE STORIES CAN BECOME LESS AMAZING….YOU KNOW WHAT THEY SAY, "FAMILIARITY BREEDS CONTEMPT."  BUT WE CAN SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS ABOUT JESUS ONLY AS HE AMAZES US.  THAT'S WHAT WE LEARN FROM OUR GOSPEL LESSON:  "AMAZEMENT ABOUT JESUS MUST BE SHARED!"
I.  JESUS CHRIST IS AMAZING, IS HE NOT?  YES!  HE IS AMAZING!
     A.  FIRST OF ALL, HE IS AN AMAZING PERSON:  GOD IN HUMAN FORM.  I DON'T KNOW IF YOU CAN GET MORE AMAZING THAN THAT!  THINK ABOUT IT.  THE ETERNAL, ALMIGHTY CREATOR OF THIS VAST COMPLEX UNIVERSE BECAME ONE OF US. THIS IS WHAT WE CELEBRATE EVERY CHRISTMAS.   THIS MEANS THAT GOD KNOWS WHAT IT IS LIKE TO LIVE AS A HUMAN BEING IN THIS WORLD OF SIN AND DEATH…HE DID IT IN JESUS CHRIST.  AND THIS MEANS THAT YOU CAN NEVER TELL GOD THAT HE JUST DOESN’T UNDERSTAND.  WELL, YOU CAN.  BUT YOU WOULD BE WRONG.  BECAUSE GOD HIMSELF, AS THEY SAY, HAS "WALKED IN OUR SHOES".    GOD KNOWS WHAT IT IS LIKE TO BE HUNGRY AND THIRSTY.  HE KNOWS WHAT IT IS LIKE TO BECOME TIRED AND WEARY.  HE KNOWS WHAT IT IS LIKE TO LOOSE LOVED ONES TO DEATH, SUCH AS HIS GOOD FRIEND, LAZARUS.  GOD KNOWS WHAT IT IS LIKE TO HAVE PROBLEMS AND DISAPPOINTMENTS….AND HOW OTHERS CAN LET YOU DOWN.  IN JESUS CHRIST, GOD EVEN KNOWS WHAT IT IS LIKE TO SUFFER AND DIE.  IS THIS NOT AMAZING?  AND SO IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON THE UNCLEAN SPIRIT REFERS TO JESUS AS "THE HOLY ONE OF GOD".  IN OUR SECOND READING PAUL REMINDS US JUST HOW AMAZING JESUS IS AS HE SAYS, THERE IS…ONE LORD, JESUS CHRIST THROUGH WHOM ARE ALL THINGS AND THROUGH WHOM WE EXIST" (1 COR. 8: 6, ESV).  THE GOD WHO CREATED THE UNIVERSE….BECAME ONE OF US.  HOW CAN WE NOT BE AMAZED?   
     B.  NO WONDER THEN THAT JESUS WAS AN AMAZING TEACHER.  EVERY TIME JESUS 
TAUGHT….GOD WAS TEACHING!   THE PEOPLE WHO HEARD HIM TEACH WERE SIMPLY AMAZED, OVERWHELMED BY THE THINGS THAT HE SAID AND HOW HE SAID IT:  "WHAT IS THIS?  A NEW TEACHING WITH AUTHORITY" (v.27).  JESUS DIDN'T TEACH LIKE SOME ACADEMIC SCHOLAR OR PROFESSOR WHO HAD TO QUOTE OTHER BOOKS AND SOURCES.  AND WHEN HE DID QUOTE FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT IT WAS SIMPLY TO SHOW THAT WHAT HE TAUGHT WAS IN AGREEMENT WITH WHAT HE HAD ALREADY SAID IN THE PAST AS THE AUTHOR OF HEBREWS SAYS:  "LONG AGO, AT MANY TIMES AND IN MANY WAYS, GOD SPOKE TO OUR FATHERS BY THE PROPHETS, BUT IN THESE LAST DAYS HE HAS SPOKEN TO US BY HIS SON…" (1: 1, 2, ESV).  JESUS SPOKE WITH HIS OWN AUTHORITY AS IF SOMETHING WAS TRUE…. SIMPLY BECAUSE HE SAID IT.   HE DIDN'T NEED TO QUOTE OTHER AUTHORITIES BECAUSE AS GOD IN HUMAN FORM …THERE WAS NO AUTHORITY HIGHER OR BETTER THAN HIM.  INDEED, HE WAS THE FULFILLMENT OF OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON WHERE GOD TELLS MOSES, "I WILL RAISE UP…A PROPHET…FROM AMONG THEIR BROTHERS.  AND I WILL PUT MY WORDS IN HIS MOUTH AND HE SHALL SPEAK TO THEM ALL THAT I COMMAND HIM" (DEUT. 18: 18, ESV).   YES, WHEN JESUS SPEAKS, GOD SPEAKS.  ARE WE AMAZED?  OR HAVE WE BECOME BORED?  OR EVEN WORSE HOW MANY DON'T EVEN KNOW WHAT JESUS SAID?  JESUS ONCE SAID, "IN THE WORLD YOU WILL HAVE TRIBULATION.  BUT TAKE HEART; I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD" (JOHN 16: 33, ESV).   "I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD" CAN YOU IMAGINE ANYONE ELSE IN THE HISTORY OF HUMANITY SAYING SUCH A THING AND NOT BEING THOUGHT OF AS CRAZY OR LAUGHED AT?  HOW COULD HE SAY SUCH THINGS WITH A STRAIGHT FACE….AND WITH AUTHORITY?...... UNLESS IT IS TRUE.
     C.  BUT JESUS NOT ONLY SAYS AMAZING THINGS….HE ALSO DOES AMAZING THINGS.  IN OUR TEXT PEOPLE WERE AMAZED TO SEE HOW EASILY HE DEALT WITH AN EVIL SPIRIT….JESUS DIDN'T JUST TELL THE EVIL SPIRIT TO BE QUITE….HE STOPPED THE DEMON FROM SPEAKING ANY MORE…AND THEN HE COMMANDED THE EVIL SPIRIT TO LEAVE THE MAN….AND THE DEMON HAD NO CHOICE…BUT TO LEAVE HIM.  YES, EVIL SPIRITS ARE REAL….EVEN TODAY….BUT JESUS HAS COMPLETE POWER OVER THEM….AND THEY ARE AFRAID OF HIM AS THE SPIRIT SAID, "HAVE YOU COME TO DESTROY US?" (V. 24, ESV).  INDEED OUR LORD JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD TO DESTROY ALL THE EVIL SPIRITS AND ESPECIALLY THEIR LEADER …….THE DEVIL, SATAN.    IN HIS FIRST LETTER THE APOSTLE JOHN WRITES, "THE REASON THE SON OF GOD APPEARED WAS TO DESTROY THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL" (3: 8, ESV).  AND JESUS DID THAT WITH HIS DEATH UPON THE CROSS WHERE HE CANCELED OUT THE CAUSE OF DEATH….SIN.  HE PAID FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD…YOUR SIN AND MINE…….SATAN AND THE EVIL SPIRITS HAVE BEEN DEFEATED…..AND 
THEY ARE DOOMED TO SPEND ETERNITY IN HELL AS WE READ IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION:  "AND 
THE DEVIL WHO HAD DECEIVED THEM WAS THROWN INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE WHERE…[HE] WILL BE TORMENTED DAY AND NIGHT FOREVER AND EVER" (20: 10, ESV).  THE EVIL SPIRIT IN 
OUR TEXT WAS AFRAID THAT THAT DAY HAD COME.  AND NOW THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN JESUS DON'T HAVE TO BE AFRAID OF EVIL, SIN OR DEATH. …….FOR IN HIM THERE IS COMPLETE FORGIVENESS OF ALL OF OUR SINS, PEACE WITH GOD, AND ETERNAL  LIFE IN THE RESURRECTION OF OUR DEAD BODIES..……..AMAZING……..IS IT NOT?  
II.  IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON PEOPLE WERE SO AMAZED ABOUT JESUS THAT WE ARE TOLD, "…HIS FAME SPREAD EVERYWHERE THROUGHOUT ALL THE SURROUNDING REGION OF GALILEE…" (V. 28, ESV).
     A.  WE ARE ALWAYS IN DANGER OF LOOSING OUR AMAZEMENT ABOUT JESUS.  WE HEAR THE SAME STORIES OVER AND OVER AGAIN….BUT ONLY AS WE ARE AMAZED BY JESUS, WHO HE IS AND WHAT HE HAS DONE, CAN WE TELL OTHERS ABOUT HIM.  ONLY AS WE ARE AMAZED ABOUT JESUS WILL WE WANT OTHERS TO KNOW ABOUT HIM; TO KNOW WHAT WE KNOW AND TO HAVE WHAT WE HAVE.  OF COURSE, WE CANNOT GO TO EVERY PERSON'S HOME.  AND WE DON'T HAVE TO BECAUSE EVEN AS PEOPLE CAME TO THE SYNAGOGUE TO HEAR JESUS, SO LIKEWISE, WE CAN INVITE PEOPLE TO COME TO OUR MESSIAH TO HEAR ABOUT HIM….... AND TO THE ADULT INFORMATION CLASS WHICH STARTS OF FEBRUARY 5TH.  IN OUR DIVINE SERVICE ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AND IN OUR ADULT INFORMATION CLASS THE VOICE AND AUTHORITY OF JESUS CONTINUES TO BE HEARD IN PREACHING AND TEACHING AS JESUS ONCE SAID, "WHOEVER HEARS YOU, HEARS ME" (LUKE 10: 16, ESV).  ON SUNDAY MORNINGS WE ARE SPENDING TIME WITH OUR DEAR LORD JESUS.  WHEN YOU HEAR YOUR PASTORS…YOU HEAR JESUS.  AND IN OUR ADULT INFORMATION CLASS FOR FIFTEEN WEEKS PEOPLE SPEND TIME WITH JESUS AND DISCOVER HOW AMAZING HE IS AS THEY HEAR ME TEACHING ABOUT WHAT HE SAID AND DID.
     B.  MY DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST, I KNOW THAT YOU ARE AMAZED ABOUT JESUS TOO ….OR YOU WOULDN'T COME TO THIS PLACE AS REGULARLY AND FAITHFULLY AS YOU DO.   I KNOW YOU ARE AMAZED ABOUT JESUS BECAUSE IN OUR CONGREGATIONAL SPENDING GUIDE YOU HAVE PROVIDED $27, 000 FOR OUR TWO COMMUNITY MAILINGS TO INVITE PEOPLE TO COME AND HEAR ABOUT JESUS.  THAT'S A LOT OF MONEY.  HOW MANY CONGREGATIONS OUR SIZE WOULD SPEND THAT KIND OF MONEY TO INVITE OTHERS TO HEAR ABOUT JESUS?  I DON'T KNOW.  BUT I GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR YOU.  BECAUSE YOU WOULDN'T BE WILLING TO DO THIS UNLESS YOU TOO THOUGHT THAT JESUS WAS AMAZING AND YOU WANTED OTHERS TO HEAR ABOUT HIM.  OF COURSE, IF WE HAD ENOUGH MONEY WE WOULD INVITE EVERYONE IN THE PUGET SOUND TO COME AND HEAR ABOUT HIM!  BUT YOU CAN ALSO INVITE OTHERS TO COME AND HEAR ABOUT HIM:  A 
RELATIVE, A FRIEND, A NEIGHBOR; YOU CAN INVITE AN ASSOCIATE AT WORK OR A CLASS MATE AT SCHOOL.  YOU CAN GIVE THEM THE ADULT INFORMATION CLASS BROCHURE AND INVITE THEM TO COME AND HEAR ABOUT HOW AMAZING JESUS IS.  AND TO ENCOURAGE THEIR ATTENDANCE.. YOU CAN COME WITH THEM.  AND OF COURSE, ALL OF YOU, EVEN YOU CHILDREN, CAN PRAY…PRAY FOR 
THIS CLASS AND THAT GOD OPENS MANY HEARTS TO ACCEPT OUR INVITATION.
CONCLUSION:  WE KNOW THAT ONE DAY OUR LORD JESUS WILL, AS WE CONFESS IN THE CREED, 
"…COME TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD".  ON THAT DAY EVERY HUMAN BEING WILL STAND BEFORE JESUS CHRIST TO BE JUDGED…... AND IT WILL BE CLEAR TO ALL HOW AMAZING JESUS REALLY IS….FOR WE SHALL SEE HIM IN ALL OF HIS POWER AND GLORY AS GOD…..GOD IN HUMAN FORM WITH ALL THE COUNTLESS ANGELS WITH HIM.   AND FOR THOSE WHO TRUST IN HIM FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF THEIR SINS… THERE WILL BE NO FEAR OF CONDEMNATION OR ETERNITY IN HELL.   BUT FOR OTHERS…..THOSE WHO DID NOT TRUST IN HIM FOR FORGIVENESS…WHO DID NOT THINK THAT HE WAS AMAZING..…….THEY WILL BE AS TERRIFIED AS THAT UNCLEAN SPIRIT IN OUR TEXT….  BUT UNTIL THEN…….WE HAVE TIME…………TIME TO TELL OTHERS ABOUT OUR AMAZING JESUS……TIME FOR OTHERS TO BELIEVE IN HIM…………BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE.  …TO KNOW WHAT WE KNOW…AND TO HAVE WHAT WE HAVE…..AND SO WE WANT HIS FAME TO SPREAD ALL AROUND THE PUGET SOUND.   AMEN.
