THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD                           MATT. 17:1-9                           FEB. 3, 2008

MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,

     IN GENERAL WE HUMAN BEINGS AREN’T VERY GOOD AT IT, AND I KNOW THAT I’M NOT ALWAYS GOOD AT IT.  WHAT AM I TALKING ABOUT?  “LISTENING”.   WE BEGIN THE BAD HABIT OF NOT LISTENING WHEN WE ARE YET CHILDREN.  HAVE YOU NOTICED THAT CHILDREN HAVE THE UNCANNY ABILITY TO HEAR THINGS THEIR PARENTS ARE WHISPERING AND THINGS THEY ARE NOT SUPPOSED TO HEAR AND YET THEY OFTEN DON’T SEEM TO HEAR WHAT THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO HEAR!  SO MOM SAYS “WHY DIDN’T YOU CLEAN UP YOUR ROOM?  I TOLD YOU THIS MORNING TO CLEAN IT.”  AND THE CHILD SAYS:  “I DIDN’T HEAR YOU.”  OF COURSE WE HUSBANDS HAVE A BAD REPUTATION TOO.  I’LL HAVE MY NOSE IN A CERTAIN THEOLOGICAL BOOK WHEN MY CONCENTRATION WILL BE BROKEN BY THE SOUND OF KATHY’S VOICE:  “ARE YOU LISTENING TO ME?”  TO ONE DEGREE OR ANOTHER WE ARE NOT GOOD LISTENERS.  UNFORTUNATELY, THIS IS ALSO TRUE WHEN IT COMES TO LISTENING TO GOD.  HOW MUCH TIME DO WE SPEND LISTENING TO GOD?  THERE ARE SO MANY OTHER THINGS TO LISTEN TO OTHER THAN GOD.  TELEVISION, RADIO, VIDEO GAMES, MUSIC, COMPUTERS, NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES, BOOKS, AND ON AND ON.  MANY CHRISTIANS CAN’T EVEN FIND ONE HOUR ON SUNDAY MORNING TO LISTEN TO GOD.  BUT NONE OF US DOES THIS AS WE SHOULD.  AND FOR THIS WE SHOULD CONFESS OUR SIN IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON FOR THIS MORNING WE HEAR THE VOICE OF GOD THE FATHER INVITING US, ENCOURAGING US:   “LISTEN TO MY SON!”
I. WHAT DOES IT SAY ABOUT OUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS GOD IF WE BLOW HIM OFF AND IGNORE HIM?  AND EVEN WORSE, WHAT DOES GOD THINK ABOUT PEOPLE WHO BLOW HIM OFF AND IGNORE HIM?  PARENTS DO YOU LIKE IT WHEN YOUR CHILDREN DON’T LISTEN TO YOU?  DOES ANYONE OF YOU HERE TODAY LIKE IT WHEN SOMEONE IGNORES YOU WHEN YOU ARE TALKING?  WHY SHOULD GOD BE ANY DIFFERENT?  AND GOD, THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE SAYS:  THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, WITH WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED; LISTEN TO HIM.”     
     A.  WE ARE SUPPOSED TO LISTEN TO JESUS BECAUSE HE IS GOD IN HUMAN FORM.   HE IS THE SECOND PERSON OF THE TRIUNE GOD WHO HAS EXISTED IN ETERNITY WITH THE FATHER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT.  ON THAT FIRST CHRISTMAS THE SON OF GOD TOOK ON HUMAN FLESH AND BECAME ONE OF US. WHEN JESUS SPEAKS, GOD SPEAKS.  THAT’S WHY WE CAN COUNT ON HIM TO ALWAYS TELL US THE TRUTH. HE WILL NEVER LIE TO US OR DECEIVE US.  WE CAN TRUST WHAT HE SAYS.  AND HE TELLS US MYSTERIES…THINGS THAT NO OTHER HUMAN BEING COULD TELL US.  THINGS ABOUT GOD.  THINGS ABOUT LIFE AND DEATH.  AND YET SOME PEOPLE ARE MORE CONCERNED ABOUT WHAT THEIR STOCK BROKER SAYS THAN WHAT JESUS SAYS.  IRONIC ISN’T IT?…FOR WHEN A PERSON DIES ALL THEIR STOCKS WILL BE LEFT BEHIND…BUT WHAT JESUS GIVES CAN NEVER BE LOST…NOT EVEN IN DEATH.  IF WE DO NOT LISTEN TO JESUS CHRIST WE MISS OUT ON THE TRUTH; WE MISS OUT ON THE MYSTERIES OF LIFE.  IF WE DO NOT LISTEN TO JESUS CHRIST 
WE ARE IGNORANT OF THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS IN LIFE. FOR HE SPEAKS FOR GOD.  HE IS GOD.  AND THERE IS NO HIGHER AUTHORITY THAN THAT.  
     B.  OF COURSE, JESUS CERTAINLY DIDN’T LOOK LIKE GOD.  HE LOOKED AND ACTED LIKE A NORMAL HUMAN BEING.  HE ATE AND DRANK.  HE GOT TIRED AND SLEPT.  AND FINALLY HE EVEN SUFFERED, BLED AND DIED.  WE CALL THIS THE “HUMILITY OF JESUS”.    ALTHOUGH HE WAS GOD IN HUMAN FORM HE PUT UP WITH ALL THE WEAKNESS OF BEING A HUMAN BEING.  WHY? TO BE OUR SAVIOR.  AND THIS IS WHERE HIS TRANSFIGURATION ON THE MOUNTAIN BECOMES SO IMPORTANT.  ON THAT MOUNTAIN TOP PETER, JAMES, AND JOHN SAW THIS HUMAN BEING, JESUS CHRIST, IN ALL HIS GLORY AS GOD.  RIGHT BEFORE THEIR EYES JESUS WAS TRANSFIGURED.  THE GREEK WORD THAT IS USED IN OUR TEXT GIVES US THE ENGLISH WORD “METAMORPHOSIS” RIGHT BEFORE THEIR EYES JESUS WENT THROUGH A METAMORPHOSIS.  “HIS FACE SHONE LIKE THE SUN, AND HIS CLOTHES BECAME WHITE AS LIGHT.”  AND TWO OF THE GREATEST FIGURES IN ISRAEL’S HISTORY APPEARED AND SPOKE WITH JESUS:  MOSES AND ELIJAH.  NOW COME ON….BE HONEST…AFTER PETER, JAMES, AND JOHN SAW WHAT THEY SAW….DON’T YOU THINK THEY PROBABLY LISTENED TO JESUS A BIT MORE CAREFULLY THAN THEY DID BEFORE?   AFTER SEEING WHAT THEY SAW HOW COULD THEY NOT LISTEN TO JESUS?…..AND IT’S NO DIFFERENT WITH US.  WE WOULD BE FOOLS NOT TO LISTEN TO HIM.  ONLY PEOPLE WHO DO NOT BELIEVE IN HIM, DO NOT BELIEVE THAT HE IS GOD IN HUMAN FORM….DO NOT LISTEN TO HIM.
II.  BUT THERE IS ANOTHER REASON TO LISTEN TO HIM AS WELL:  BECAUSE OF WHAT HE HAS TO SAY:  A MESSAGE OF PEACE, PEACE WITH GOD.

     A.  WHEN PETER, JAMES, AND JOHN FOUND THEMSELVES IN THE VERY PRESENCE OF GOD AND HEARD HIS VOICE WE ARE TOLD THAT “THEY FELL ON THEIR FACES AND WERE TERRIFIED.”  AND DON’T YOU THINK FOR ONE MINUTE THAT YOU WOULDN’T HAVE FELT THE SAME WAY AND DONE THE SAME THING.  ALL THROUGH THE BIBLE HUMAN BEINGS ARE TERRIFIED WHENEVER THEY COME INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD.  IN OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON WE HEAR THAT GOD’S GLORY ON THE MOUNTAIN LOOKED LIKE A “DEVOURING FIRE”.  CAN YOU IMAGINE WHAT IT WILL BE LIKE FOR SINFUL HUMAN BEINGS TO STAND BEFORE GOD ON THE JUDGMENT DAY?  IN MATTHEW 22:13 JESUS SAYS:  “THEY WILL THROW THEM INTO THE FIERY FURNACE WHERE THERE WILL BE WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH.”   GOD IS SO HOLY AND POWERFUL THAT SINFUL HUMAN BEINGS HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE BUT TO BE TERRIFIED AND FALL ON THEIR FACES.  THIS ALL BEGAN IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN WHEN ADAM AND EVE, AFTER FALLING INTO SIN, TRIED TO HIDE THEMSELVES FROM GOD.  WHEN THINGS ARE GOING GOOD PEOPLE CAN PRETEND THAT THEY DON’T NEED GOD AND THEREFORE THEY CAN IGNORE HIM, DEFY HIM, OR EVEN MAKE FUN OF HIM.  BUT LET THEM GET CANCER OR HAVE SOME OTHER TRAGEDY THAT DESTROYS THEIRSAFE AND SECURE WORLD AND THEN SUDDENLY THEY THINK OF GOD AND THAT GOD IS PUNISHING THEM FOR THEIR SIN.  AND THE FINAL FEAR OF GOD IS IN DEATH.  
B.  BUT IF WE LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF JESUS WE FIND COMFORT AND PEACE.  THE SAME VOICE THAT JESUS SPOKE TO TERRIFIED PETER, JAMES, AND JOHN:  “RISE, AND HAVE NO FEAR.”  “HAVE NO FEAR?”  HOW CAN THAT BE?  BECAUSE JESUS CHRIST CAME INTO THE WORLD TO SAVE US FROM OUR FEARS.  HE CAME TO DIE FOR OUR SINS AND TO CANCEL OUR DEBT TO GOD.   ON THE MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION WE SEE JESUS IN ALL HIS GLORY AS GOD.  NOW LET YOUR MIND GO TO THE CROSS:  HERE WE SEE JESUS IN HIS LOVE FOR US.  COMPARING THE TWO SCENES WE REALIZE WHAT JESUS ONCE SAID:  “NO ONE TAKES MY LIFE FROM ME, BUT I LAY IT DOWN OF MY OWN ACCORD.”   HOW COULD ANYONE HAVE CRUCIFIED THE MAN WHO WAS REVEALED AS GOD ON THAT MOUNTAIN?  NO ONE.  OUT OF LOVE FOR HIS FATHER AND FOR US…HE LET THEM CRUCIFY HIM TO PAY FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD.  AND BECAUSE JESUS CHRIST LAID DOWN HIS LIFE FOR US OUR FEARS CAN BE REPLACED WITH PEACE.   JESUS HAS COME TO REMOVE OUR FEARS..OUR FEAR OF GOD, OUR FEAR OF DEATH, OUR FEAR OF JUDGMENT, OUR FEAR OF EVERYTHING.    INSTEAD OF FEAR WE HAVE PEACE.  I DID A QUICK COUNT OF THE WORD PEACE JUST IN THE NEW TESTAMENT AND COUNTED IT SOME 80 TIMES.  HERE ARE A FEW WELL KNOWN EXAMPLES OF PEACE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.  “GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST AND ON EARTH PEACE TO MEN…” (LK 2:14);  “LORD NOW LET YOUR SERVANT DEPART IN PEACE” (LK 2:49); “PEACE I LEAVE WITH YOU; MY PEACE I GIVE TO YOU…DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED AND DO NOT BE AFRAID.” JN 14:27); “JESUS CAME AND STOOD AMONG THEM AND SAID: ‘PEACE BE WITH YOU.” (JN 20:26); “YOU KNOW THE MESSAGE GOD SENT TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL TELLING THE GOOD NEWS OF PEACE THROUGH JESUS CHRIST….” (ACTS 10:36); “WE HAVE PEACE WITH GOD THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.” (ROM. 5:1); “GRACE, MERCY, AND PEACE FROM GOD THE FATHER AND CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD. (1 TIM. 1:2)”  “…THE LORD LOOK UPON YOU WITH FAVOR AND GIVE YOU PEACE. (NUMB. 6: 26)” I THINK YOU GET THE IDEA.  DO YOU SEE WHAT A JOY IT IS TO LISTEN TO JESUS CHRIST?  HE NOT ONLY SPEAKS WITH THE AUTHORITY OF GOD HE SPEAKS A MESSAGE OF PEACE.   AND HOW CAN WE BE SURE OF THIS?  BECAUSE ON THE THIRD DAY HE WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD.  IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON JESUS EVEN PREDICTS HIS RESURRECTION.  THAT’S AUTHORITY.  AND JESUS’ RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD PROVES EVERYTHING.  IF JESUS WAS NOT RAISED FROM THE DEAD WE ARE WASTING OUR TIME HERE THIS MORNING AND SHOULD ALL BE OVER AT STARBUCKS.  BUT HE HAS BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD.  AND HE BRINGS US PEACE.  ALL OUR FEARS ARE TO GIVE WAY TO THE PEACE THAT JESUS BRINGS.  GOD LOVES US.  GOD FORGIVES US.  GOD IS WITH US EACH DAY.  GOD WILL RAISE US FROM THE DEAD WITH A NEW BODY IN A NEW WORLD.  IN JESUS CHRIST PEACE 
REPLACES FEAR.  THE FEARS OF YOUR LIFE CAN BE REPLACED WITH PEACE..THE PEACE THAT PASSES ALL UNDERSTANDING.
CONCLUSION:  BUT OF COURSE, FOR THAT TO HAPPEN YOU HAVE TO LISTEN TO HIM.  AND SO HERE YOU ARE THIS MORNING.  YOU LISTEN TO JESUS IN SERMONS, IN BIBLE CLASSES, IN READING YOUR OWN BIBLE.  YOU LISTEN TO JESUS WHEN YOU REMEMBER THE PROMISES OF YOUR BAPTISM.  YOU LISTEN TO JESUS WHEN YOU RECEIVE HIS BODY AND BLOOD FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF YOUR SINS.  WORD AND SACRAMENTS.  THAT’S HOW YOU LISTEN TO JESUS.  AS WELL YOU SHOULD FOR GOD SAYS:  “THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, WITH WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED; LISTEN TO HIM.”   AND JESUS MAKES IT SO EASY TO LISTEN TO HIM…WHO WOULDN’T WANT TO LISTEN TO SOMEONE WITH AUTHORITY WHO TELLS US TO HAVE NO FEAR?  AMEN.
