THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD             MATTHEW 17: 1-9                  MARCH 2, 2014
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     "HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF BECAUSE NOBODY LISTENS".  THAT WAS SAID BY LAURENCE J. PETER A PAST PROFESSOR OF EDUCATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AND AUTHOR OF THE BOOK, THE PETER PRINCIPLE.  IN GENERAL, WE HUMAN BEINGS ARE BETTER AT TALKING RATHER THAN LISTENING.  THIS STARTS IN CHILDHOOD.  EVERY PARENT KNOWS WHAT IT IS LIKE TRYING TO GET THEIR CHILDREN TO LISTEN.  AND BEING A HUSBAND I MUST CONFESS THAT WE HUSBANDS DON'T HAVE THE BEST OF REPUTATIONS FOR LISTENING TO OUR WIVES.  I WILL HAVE MY NOSE IN SOME THEOLOGICAL BOOK WHEN MY CONCENTRATION IS BROKEN BY MY DEAR AND PATIENT WIFE:  "ARE YOU LISTENING TO ME?"  BUT BEING A GOOD LISTENER DOES NOT COME NATURALLY TO MOST OF US…WE GET MUCH MORE SATISFACTION FROM TELLING OTHERS WHAT WE THINK……RATHER. THAN LISTENING TO WHAT OTHERS THINK.  UNFORTUNATELY, THIS BAD TRAIT SHOWS ITSELF EVEN IN LISTENING TO GOD……….OR NOT LISTENING TO HIM.  OF ALL THE THINGS THAT WE LISTEN TO….OUR LISTENING TO GOD IS A VERY SMALL PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL LISTENING.  WE LISTEN TO OTHER PEOPLE, WE LISTEN TO TELEVISION AND RADIO….WE LISTEN TO THE COMPUTER, IPODS, MP3 PLAYERS, BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS.  ……AND WHAT DO THESE ALL HAVE IN COMMON?  IN ALL OF THESE FORMS WE ARE LISTENING TO WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING.  NOW COMPARE THIS TO HOW MUCH WE LISTEN TO SERMONS AND BIBLE STUDIES……..WHICH BRINGS ME TO OUR TEXT FOR THIS MORNING…OUR GOSPEL LESSON….WHERE THE VOICE OF GOD THE FATHER SAYS, "LISTEN TO MY SON!"
I.  GOD DOESN'T LIKE IT WHEN WE DON'T LISTEN TO HIM.  NOW WHY SHOULD WE BE SURPRISED BY THAT!  DO PARENTS LIKE IT WHEN THEIR CHILDREN DON'T LISTEN TO THEM?  OR WIVES WHEN THEIR HUSBANDS AREN'T LISTENING?  OR YOU……..YOU DON'T LIKE IT EITHER WHEN SOMEONE IS NOT LISTENING TO YOU.  AND SO IT IS WITH GOD.  WHEN HE SPEAKS HE EXPECTS PEOPLE TO LISTEN!
     A.  THE VOICE ON THAT MOUNTAIN WAS THE VOICE OF GOD THE FATHER:  "THIS IS MY BELOVED SON….LISTEN TO HIM!"  JESUS CAN TRULY SPEAK FOR GOD BECAUSE HE IS GOD….GOD IN HUMAN FORM.  HE IS THE SECOND PERSON OF THE TRIUNE GOD:  FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT.  ON THAT FIRST CHRISTMAS, GOD SENT HIS SON TO TAKE ON HUMAN FORM.  GOD BECAME ONE OF US.  WHEN JESUS SPEAKS, GOD SPEAKS.  THIS MEANS THAT HE ALWAYS SPEAKS THE TRUTH AS JESUS SAID TO PONTIUS PILATE:  "FOR THIS PURPOSE I WAS BORN AND FOR THIS PURPOSE I HAVE COME INTO THE WORLD—TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE TRUTH.  EVERYONE WHO IS OF THE TRUTH LISTENS TO MY VOICE” (JOHN 18: 37, ESV).   THIS MAN JESUS CHRIST CAN TELL US MYSTERIES….THINGS THAT OTHERWISE COULD NOT BE KNOWN….THINGS THAT NO OTHER HUMAN BEING CAN TELL US; THINGS ABOUT GOD; THINGS ABOUT LIFE AND DEATH.  AND YET PEOPLE ARE MORE CONCERNED WITH THE SEAHAWKS AND OBAMA CARE OR THE LATEST SCANDAL ON THE EVENING NEWS AND 
HOW THE STOCK MARKET IS DOING.  BUT ALL OF THESE THINGS ARE HERE TODAY AND GONE 
TOMORROW….EVENTUALLY EVERYTHING BECOMES "OLD NEWS".    BUT WHEN YOU ARE DYING NONE OF THIS WILL MATTER TO YOU AT ALL.  AH, BUT WHAT JESUS TELLS YOU WILL STILL BE TRUE EVEN ON THE DAY THAT YOU ARE DYING.  ONLY HIS WORDS CAN COMFORT YOU AND GIVE YOU HOPE WHEN YOU ARE DYING.  JESUS BRINGS TRUTH AND LIFE TOGETHER AS HE SAYS IN JOHN'S GOSPEL:  "I AM THE WAY, TRUTH, AND THE LIFE NO ONE COMES TO THE FATHER EXCEPT THROUGH ME" (JOHN 14: 6, ESV).   CAN YOU IMAGINE STANDING BEFORE JESUS CHRIST ON THE JUDGMENT DAY AND JESUS ASKING, "WHY DIDN'T YOU LISTEN TO ME?" OR EVEN WORSE:  "YOU SHOULD HAVE LISTENED TO ME."
     B.  PERHAPS ONE REASON THAT PEOPLE DON'T LISTEN TO JESUS IS THAT HE DOESN'T LOOK VERY SPECIAL OR IMPRESSIVE.  AND IT'S TRUE….JESUS CERTAINLY DIDN'T LOOK VERY IMPRESSIVE…AND HE CERTAINLY DIDN'T LOOK LIKE GOD!  HE LOOKED JUST LIKE EVERYONE ELSE; HE ATE AND DRANK; GOT TIRED AND SLEPT…….AND HE NOT ONLY DIED……BUT HE DIED A SHAMEFUL DEATH ON A CROSS; A DEATH RESERVED BY THE ROMANS FOR THE LOWLIEST AND MOST DESPISED IN SOCIETY.   BY TODAY'S STANDARDS JESUS WAS JUST A POOR, JEWISH CARPENTER WHO LIVED OVER TWO THOUSAND YEARS AGO.  HE NEVER DROVE A CAR, WATCHED TELEVISION OR SEARCHED THE INTERNET ON THE COMPUTER.  WHY WOULD SOMEONE WANT TO LISTEN TO HIM?!  BUT HAVE YOU EVER HEARD THIS SAYING?  "YOU CAN'T JUDGE A BOOK BY ITS COVER"?  SOMETIMES APPEARANCES CAN BE MISLEADING.  AND THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT PETER, JAMES AND JOHN LEARNED LONG AGO ON THAT MOUNTAIN TOP.  IN A MOMENT OF TIME THEY SAW JESUS IN A WAY THAT THEY HAD NEVER SEEN HIM BEFORE…………HE CHANGED RIGHT BEFORE THEIR EYES……AS WE READ……."HIS FACE SHONE LIKE THE SUN, AND HIS CLOTHES BECAME WHITE AS LIGHT."  THIS MUST HAVE BEEN JUST A LITTLE SCARY………AND THEN WE ARE TOLD THAT TWO OF THE GREATEST FIGURES IN THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL APPEARED OUT OF NO WHERE AND SPOKE WITH JESUS:  MOSES AND ELIJAH.  THEY APPEARED TO SHOW PETER, JAMES, AND JOHN THAT JESUS WAS THE FULFILLMENT OF ALL OF THE PROMISES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT.  AND THEN, AS IF THAT WAS NOT ENOUGH…. THEY HEARD THAT VOICE…….THAT VOICE THAT I AM SURE THEY NEVER FORGOT:  "THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, WITH WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED; LISTEN TO HIM".   YOU DON'T FORGET AN EXPERIENCE LIKE THIS………INDEED IN OUR SECOND READING, 2 PETER 1: 6-21, PETER WRITES ABOUT IT AS IF IT HAPPENED THE DAY BEFORE……….BUT HE WAS WRITING THIRTY-FIVE YEARS AFTER THE EVENT….AND HE LEARNED HIS LESSON AS HE SAYS:  "…YOU WILL DO WELL TO PAY ATTENTION AS TO A LAMP SHINING IN A DARK PLACE…."…"PAY ATTENTION" PETER SAYS………FOR ON THE JUDGMENT DAY………WHEN JESUS RETURNS TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD……….IT WILL BE TOO LATE TO LISTEN………..NOW IS THE TIME TO LISTEN TO JESUS..
II.  BUT THERE IS ANOTHER REASON TO LISTEN TO JESUS BESIDES WHO HE IS…..WE ARE TO LISTEN TO JESUS ALSO BECAUSE OF WHAT HE SAYS.
     A.  WHEN PETER, JAMES, AND JOHN SAW HOW JESUS WAS TRANSFORMED RIGHT BEFORE THEIR EYES AND MOSES AND ELIJAH STANDING THERE AND THEN HEARD THAT VOICE FROM THE CLOUD THAT COVERED THEM……IT WAS JUST TOO MUCH………….MATTHEW TELLS US…"THEY FELL ON THEIR FACES AND WERE TERRIFIED."  AND IF WE HAD BEEN THERE WE WOULD HAVE BEEN TERRIFIED TOO.  FOR THAT'S ALWAYS THE REACTION OF SINFUL HUMAN BEINGS WHEN THEY ARE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY AND ALL POWERFUL GOD.  IN OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON WE HEAR OF GOD'S GLORY ON THAT MOUNTAIN TOP THAT LOOKED LIKE A "DEVOURING FIRE".  THIS FEAR OF GOD BEGAN IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN WHEN ADAM AND EVE REBELLED AGAINST GOD AND THEN WE READ THIS:  "AND THE MAN AND HIS WIFE HID THEMSELVES FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD" (3: 8, ESV).    THIS FEAR OF GOD IS COMMON.  IT'S TRUE THAT PEOPLE MIGHT NOT FEAR GOD WHEN LIFE IS GOOD.  THEY HAVE A FALSE SENSE OF SECURITY…BUT THE FEAR OF GOD QUICKLY COMES TO THE SURFACE WHEN LIFE ISN'T GOOD……….LET THEM GET CANCER OR HAVE SOME TRAGEDY ENTER THEIR LIFE THAT DESTROYS THEIR SAFE AND SECURE WORLD AND THEIR THOUGHTS TURN TO GOD AND THEIR SIN.  AND EVEN IF THERE ARE PEOPLE IN THIS WORLD WHO HAVE NO FEAR OF GOD…..THAT WILL CHANGE ON THE JUDGMENT DAY WHEN THEY ARE STANDING BEFORE THE ALL POWERFUL AND HOLY GOD WHO WILL CONDEMN THEM TO ETERNITY IN HELL AS WE READ IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION:  "…HIDE US FROM THE FACE OF HIM WHO IS SEATED ON THE THRONE, AND FROM THE WRATH OF THE LAMB, FOR THE GREAT DAY OF THEIR WRATH HAS COME, AND WHO CAN STAND?” (6: 16, 17, ESV)..Footnotes:

a. Revelation 6:6 Greek choinix, a dry measure equal to about a quart

b. Revelation 6:6 A denarius was a day's wage for a laborer

c. Revelation 6:11 Greek fellow bondservants
d. Revelation 6:11 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God's family, the church

e. Revelation 6:15 Or servant; Greek bondservant
Cross references:

A. Revelation 6:1 : ch. 5:1, 5-7
B. Revelation 6:1 : ch. 4:7
C. Revelation 6:1 : ch. 14:2; 19:6
D. Revelation 6:1 : ch. 22:20
E. Revelation 6:2 : Zech. 6:3; [ch. 19:11, 19, 21]
F. Revelation 6:2 : [Ps. 45:4, 5; Hab. 3:8, 9; Zech. 9:13, 14]
G. Revelation 6:2 : ch. 14:14; [Zech. 6:11]
H. Revelation 6:2 : See ch. 3:21
I. Revelation 6:3 : ch. 4:7
J. Revelation 6:4 : Zech. 1:8; 6:2
K. Revelation 6:4 : [Matt. 10:34; 24:6, 7]
L. Revelation 6:5 : [See ver. 3 above]; ch. 4:7
M. Revelation 6:5 : Zech. 6:2
N. Revelation 6:6 : [Ezek. 4:10, 11; 5:10, 16]
O. Revelation 6:6 : ch. 7:3; 9:4
P. Revelation 6:7 : [See ver. 3 above]; ch. 4:7
Q. Revelation 6:8 : [Zech. 6:3]
R. Revelation 6:8 : Ezek. 14:21
S. Revelation 6:8 : Lev. 26:22; Deut. 32:24
T. Revelation 6:9 : ch. 14:18; 16:7
U. Revelation 6:9 : ch. 20:4
V. Revelation 6:9 : ch. 1:9
W. Revelation 6:9 : See ch. 1:2
X. Revelation 6:10 : ch. 3:7
Y. Revelation 6:10 : [Ps. 94:3; Zech. 1:12]
Z. Revelation 6:10 : ch. 11:18; 19:2
AA. Revelation 6:10 : Ps. 79:10; 119:84; Luke 18:7, 8
AB. Revelation 6:10 : See ch. 3:10
AC. Revelation 6:11 : ch. 3:4; 7:9
AD. Revelation 6:11 : ch. 14:13
AE. Revelation 6:11 : [Heb. 11:40]
AF. Revelation 6:11 : [Gen. 15:16]
AG. Revelation 6:12 : ch. 11:13; 16:18; [Heb. 12:26]
AH. Revelation 6:12 : See Matt. 24:29
AI. Revelation 6:12 : Isa. 50:3
AJ. Revelation 6:13 : [ch. 8:10; 9:1]
AK. Revelation 6:13 : Isa. 34:4
AL. Revelation 6:14 : [ch. 20:11; 21:1]
AM. Revelation 6:14 : [See ver. 13 above]; Isa. 34:4
AN. Revelation 6:14 : ch. 16:20; [Isa. 54:10; Jer. 4:24; Ezek. 38:20; Nah. 1:5]
AO. Revelation 6:15 : Isa. 2:19, 21
AP. Revelation 6:16 : Hos. 10:8; Luke 23:30
AQ. Revelation 6:16 : ch. 4:2
AR. Revelation 6:17 : Jer. 30:7; Joel 2:11, 31
AS. Revelation 6:17 : Ezra 9:15; Ps. 76:7; Mal. 3:2; Luke 21:36
      B.  SO THEN BACK TO PETER, JAMES, AND JOHN WHO HAD FALLEN ON THEIR FACES IN TERROR.   AND WHAT DO THEY HEAR?  A FAMILIAR SOUND; A COMFORTING SOUND; THEY HEAR THE VOICE OF JESUS.  AND WHAT DOES JESUS SAY?  "RISE AND HAVE NO FEAR" (V. 7).  "HAVE NO FEAR".    CAN YOU IMAGINE HOW COMFORTING THESE WORDS MUST HAVE BEEN TO THEM?  BUT NOTICE SOMETHING ELSE.   WHEN HE SAID THESE WORDS………..HE "…TOUCHED THEM".  TOUCHING ANOTHER HUMAN BEING IS OFTEN A SIGN OF LOVE, CONCERN, AND COMPASSION.   HOW FITTING IT WAS FOR JESUS TO TOUCH THEM EVEN AS HE TOLD THEM "RISE AND HAVE NO FEAR" (V. 7).    BECAUSE OF HIM THEY DID NOT HAVE TO BE AFRAID OF GOD.  THIS IS WHY HE CAME INTO OUR WORLD ON THAT FIRST CHRISTMAS…..TO SHOW US GOD'S LOVE…….ESPECIALLY WITH HIS DEATH ON THE CROSS WHERE THE CAUSE OF OUR FEARS WERE PUNISHED…..OUR SINS.  ON THE CROSS JESUS CANCELED OUR DEBT OF SIN TO GOD.  AND NOW….WE HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR.  AND THIS MESSAGE OF GOD'S FORGIVENESS COMES TO US JESUS STILL SPEAKS TO US AND TOUCHES US….HE DOES THIS WITH OUR EARS WITH THIS COMFORTING MESSAGE.  HE DOES THIS WITH THE WATER OF 
OUR BAPTISM.  AND HE DOES THIS AS WE EAT HIS BODY WITH THE BREAD AND DRINK HIS BLOOD 
WITH THE WINE.   IN THESE THREE MEANS OF GRACE …HIS WORD AND SACRAMENTS JESUS CONTINUES TO TOUCH US AND TELL US HAVE NO FEAR".    WE ARE FORGIVEN.  ALL IS WELL.
CONCLUSION:  WHEN THEY WERE COMING DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN JESUS COMMANDED PETER, JAMES AND JOHN NOT TO TELL ANYONE WHAT THEY HAD SEEN………..UNTIL…..UNTIL HE HAD BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD.  JESUS HAS BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD….AND NOW HE WANTS US TO TELL EVERYONE ABOUT HIM……TO TELL EVERYONE ABOUT HIS TRANSFIGURATION ON THAT MOUNTAIN TOP……….AND THAT BECAUSE OF WHO HE IS AND WHAT HE HAS DONE………THERE IS NO REASON TO FEAR GOD'S JUDGMENT AGAINST OUR SIN…..YOU HAVE IT ON THE HIGHEST AUTHORITY……..THE VOICE OF GOD IN THE GOSPEL:…"THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, WITH WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED……LISTEN TO HIM." AND WHAT DOES HE SAY:  "HAVE NO FEAR"..  ….ARE YOU LISTENING?    …….AMEN.
