PALM SUNDAY              PHILIPPIANS 2: 5-11                     MARCH 29, 2015
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     HUMILITY.  SOUNDS LIKE A WONDERFUL QUALITY…….ESPECIALLY IN OTHER PEOPLE.  REALLY, WHO WANTS TO BE HUMBLE?  SOUNDS LIKE A NICE IDEA BUT IN PRACTICE IT'S NOT SO COOL.  IF YOU WANT TO BE WALKED ALL OVER BY OTHER PEOPLE AND TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF …..WELL, THEN BE HUMBLE.  I'M AFRAID THAT OUR CULTURE DOESN'T THINK VERY HIGHLY OF HUMILITY.…….INSTEAD, WE ARE TAUGHT TO SEEK SELF-FULFILLMENT AND TO LOOK AFTER OUR OWN NEEDS FIRST.   AND SO, THERE'S LOTS OF INTEREST IN SELF-HELP BOOKS AND PROGRAMS THAT ARE ALL ABOUT US..…..WAYS TO MAKE OURSELVES HAPPIER, BETTER LOOKING, MORE FIT, SMARTER, AND SUCCESSFUL.   BUT THERE IS LITTLE TO NO INTEREST IN HOW TO SERVE OTHERS IN HUMILITY….NOW SINCE YOU AND I KNOW ALL ABOUT ORIGINAL SIN …..WELL, WE'RE NOT SURPRISED BY ANY OF THIS………..BUT AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST WE KNOW A DIFFERENT WAY……..A WAY OF HUMILITY…………THE HUMILITY OF JESUS CHRIST…….AND IN HIM WE SEE THAT "THE HUMBLE ARE EXALTED".
I.  I'M NOT SURE THAT EVEN CHRISTIANS FULLY OR CORRECTLY UNDERSTAND THE HUMILITY OF JESUS CHRIST.
     A.  HIS HUMILITY IS NOT TO BE FOUND IN HIS SIMPLE WAY OF LIVING OR EVEN IN HIS HORRIBLE SUFFERING AND DEATH.  WHAT MAKES THE HUMILITY OF JESUS DIFFERENT FROM ALL OTHER HUMAN BEINGS IS THIS:   HE HAD A CHOICE.  UNLIKE OTHER HUMAN BEINGS HE IS GOD…….GOD IN HUMAN FORM.  THE HUMILITY OF JESUS CHRIST IS THIS:  HE DIDN'T HAVE TO EXPERIENCE ALL THOSE HORRIBLE THINGS……HE COULD HAVE STOPPED THEM ANYTIME HE WANTED TO STOP THEM………BUT HE CHOSE NOT TO…THIS IS HIS HUMILITY…………AS PAUL SAYS:  "THOUGH HE WAS IN THE FORM OF GOD….MADE HIMSELF NOTHING, TAKING THE FORM OF A SERVANT….HE HUMBLED HIMSELF BY BECOMING OBEDIENT TO THE POINT OF DEATH, EVEN DEATH ON A CROSS" (VV. 6-8, ESV).    YOU SEE JESUS COULD HAVE USED ALL HIS GREAT POWER TO SATISFY HIS OWN NEEDS…….THAT WAS WHAT THE DEVIL TEMPTED HIM TO DO IN THE WILDERNESS…AND IF HE HAD GIVEN IN JESUS WOULD HAVE BEEN JUST ANOTHER SELF-CENTERED, SELF-SERVING SINNER…… BUT HIS UNIQUE HUMILITY IS ESPECIALLY SEEN IN HIS SUFFERING AND DEATH.  IF YOU HAD BEEN JESUS HOW LONG COULD YOU HAVE ENDURED THE MOCKING AND UNSPEAKABLE PAIN BEFORE YOU WOULD HAVE USED YOUR GREAT POWERS NOT ONLY TO STOP IT BUT TO PUNISH THOSE WHO WERE MAKING FUN OF YOU AND HURTING YOU?  ………LISTEN AGAIN TO OUR GOSPEL LESSON:  "…SAVE YOURSELF AND COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS!...HE SAVED OTHERS; HE CANNOT SAVE HIMSELF.  LET THE CHRIST, THE KING OF ISRAEL, COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS THAT WE MAY SEE AND BELIEVE" (VV. 30-32, ESV).   UNLIKE ANYONE ELSE, JESUS COULD HAVE COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS……..YOU SEE THAT'S HIS HUMILITY.  HE CHOSE NOT TO USE HIS GREAT POWER FOR HIMSELF.  HE STAYED ON CROSS BECAUSE OF LOVE……LOVE FOR HIS FATHER WHO SENT HIM TO SUFFER AND DIE FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD………AND LOVE FOR 
US….IF JESUS DID NOT HAVE A CHOICE…WE CANNOT SAY THAT HE LOVED US….WE CAN SAY THAT HE LOVED US ONLY BECAUSE HE HAD CHOICE…HE CHOSE US AND OUR NEEDS OVER HIS OWN NEEDS...…..AND SO PAUL SAYS: "…HE HUMBLED HIMSELF BY BECOMING OBEDIENT TO THE POINT OF DEATH, EVEN DEATH ON A CROSS" (V. 8, ESV). YOU SEE?  NO ONE TOOK JESUS' LIFE FROM HIM……HE LAID IT DOWN OF HIS OWN FREE WILL…….  THIS IS THE HUMILITY OF JESUS CHRIST.  AND IN THIS WAY HE BECAME OUR SAVIOR………SIN PAID FOR, DEATH DEFEATED, LIFE WITH GOD RESTORED.
     B.  BUT PAUL REMINDS US THAT IN HIS HUMILITY JESUS NOT ONLY BECAME OUR SAVIOR BUT ALSO OUR EXAMPLE TO FOLLOW "HAVE THIS MIND AMONG YOURSELVES, WHICH IS YOURS IN CHRIST JESUS" (V. 5, ESV).  WHAT IS THE MIND OF CHRIST?  HUMBLE SERVICE TO OTHERS AS JUST TWO VERSES BEFORE OUR TEXT PAUL EXPLAINS:  "DO NOTHING FROM RIVALRY OR CONCEIT, BUT IN HUMILITY COUNT OTHERS MORE SIGNIFICANT THAN YOURSELVES.  LET EACH OF YOU LOOK NOT ONLY TO HIS OWN INTERESTS BUT ALSO TO THE INTEREST OF OTHERS (VV. 3, 4, ESV).  EXPERIENCE TEACHES US THAT THIS IS EASIER SAID THAN DONE.  IT TAKES A LOT OF PRACTICE TO DO THIS AND THE BEST PLACE TO START IS RIGHT IN THE HOME WITH OUR OWN FAMILY.    *  HUSBANDS AND WIVES……YOU CAN HAVE THIS MIND OF JESUS AS YOUR SERVE EACH OTHER IN LOVE….MAKING SACRIFICES FOR EACH OTHER…PUTTING THE NEEDS OF YOUR SPOUSE AHEAD OF YOUR OWN NEEDS.  *  PARENTS CAN HAVE THIS SAME MIND OF JESUS AS YOU MAKE SACRIFICES FOR YOUR CHILDREN……..AND * CHILDREN CAN HAVE THE MIND OF JESUS AS YOU SERVE YOUR PARENTS IN LOVE BY HONORING THEM AND OBEYING THEM AS GOD COMMANDS.  *  AND THE SAME CAN BE SAID IN OUR LIFE TOGETHER AS THE FAMILY OF GOD HERE AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH….SERVING ONE ANOTHER BY THINKING OF OTHERS INSTEAD OF OUR OWN NEEDS.  *  AND THIS SAME ATTITUDE CAN BE PUT INTO PRACTICE AT WORK OR SCHOOL, IN OUR NEIGHBORHOODS OR WITH FRIENDS.  NO, IT'S NOT ALWAYS EASY…WE MIGHT AT TIMES GRUMBLE AND COMPLAIN.  WE CAN BECOME RESENTFUL AND LAZY, MORE SELF-CENTERED AND SELF-SERVING THAN WE WANT TO ADMIT.  BUT THEN WE THINK ABOUT JESUS……..OUR DEAR LORD AND SAVIOR……AND HOW HE SO HUMBLED HIMSELF FOR US. .. THEN WE ARE RENEWED IN OUR HUMBLE SERVICE TO OTHERS.   AS WE HAVE LEARNED IN OUR LENTEN SERIES…THIS IS WHAT IT MEANS TO "BEAR THE CROSS".
II.  BUT……THAT'S NOT THE END OF THE STORY…..THERE'S MORE AS PAUL SAYS:… "THEREFORE, GOD HAS HIGHLY EXALTED HIM AND BESTOWED ON HIM THE NAME THAT IS ABOVE EVERY NAME, SO THAT AT THE NAME OF JESUS EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH AND UNDER THE EARTH, AND EVERY TONGUE CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS LORD, TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER" (2: 9, 10).   
          A.  ON THE THIRD DAY JESUS WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD….AND HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN AND NOW HE "SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER" AS WE CONFESS IN THE 
NICENE CREED.  THIS MEANS THAT NOW JESUS, AS A HUMAN BEING, ALWAYS AND FULLY USES HIS POWERS AS GOD.  HE ALWAYS HAD THIS POWER EVER SINCE HIS CONCEPTION IN THE WOMB OF THE VIRGIN MARY. BUT PRIOR TO HIS RESURRECTION HE DID NOT ALWAYS OR FULLY USE THAT POWER………NOW HE DOES.  THIS MEANS THAT WHATEVER YOU CAN SAY ABOUT GOD………YOU CAN SAY ABOUT THIS MAN, JESUS CHRIST.  THE SAME MAN WHO SO HUMBLED HIMSELF ON THAT CROSS NOW RULES THE ENTIRE VAST UNIVERSE….. INCLUDING THIS LITTLE PLANET EARTH.  THE SAME JESUS WHO DIED FOR YOU ON THAT CROSS IS NOW WITH YOU EACH AND EVERY DAY…….AND THIS MEANS THAT JESUS IS NO LONGER HUMBLE……….HE NOW FULLY SHARES IN THE GLORY OF GOD.  AND ONE DAY WHEN HE RETURNS TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD……..YOU WILL SEE HIM IN ALL HIS GLORY AND POWER AS GOD AS JESUS SAYS IN MATTHEW'S GOSPEL:  "WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMES IN HIS GLORY, AND ALL THE ANGELS WITH HIM, THEN HE WILL SIT ON HIS GLORIOUS THRONE" (25: 31, ESV).  AND ON THAT DAY ALL OF CREATION WILL ACKNOWLEDGED JESUS AS GOD AND SAVIOR ALONG WITH THE FATHER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT AS PAUL SAYS:  "THAT AT THE NAME OF JESUS EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH AND UNDER THE EARTH, AND EVERY TONGUE CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS LORD, TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER" (V. 10, ESV).
     B.  WE CAN'T EVEN BEGIN TO IMAGINE THE JOY…..THE WONDER…….THE GLORY OF THAT DAY WHEN WE FIRST SEE JESUS CHRIST IN ALL HIS GLORY WITH OUR OWN EYES.   WHAT A SIGHT THAT WILL BE!  AND WE WILL NOT BE AFRAID BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT JESUS IS "…THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD!"  THIS IS WHAT WE HAVE TO LOOK FORWARD TO….DEATH IS NOT THE END…WE WILL BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD….TO HAVE A BODY LIKE HE HAS HAD FOR TWO THOUSAND YEARS AS PAUL SAYS LATER IN THIS SAME LETTER..  "WE AWAIT A SAVIOR, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO WILL TRANSFORM OUR LOWLY BODY TO BE LIKE HIS GLORIOUS BODY" (3: 20, 21, ESV).    WE WILL HAVE AN IMMORTAL BODY THAT WILL NEVER GET TIRED OR SICK OR OLD OR DIE!  SIN AND DEATH WILL BE NO MORE.  WE WILL SHARE IN THE GLORY THAT BELONGS TO JESUS AS PAUL SAYS CHRIST AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE COLOSSIANS:  WHEN CHRIST WHO IS YOUR LIFE APPEARS…YOU ALSO WILL APPEAR WITH HIM IN GLORY (3: 4, ESV).   THIS IS WHAT AWAITS US….THIS IS OUR HOPE…… …AND SO WHEN WE SEE HIM WE WILL GLADLY AND JOYOUSLY KNEEL BEFORE HIM AND CONFESS HIM TO BE OUR LORD……AND EVEN THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BELIEVED IN HIM WILL DO THE SAME……BUT THEY WILL BE FORCED TO THEIR KNEES TO CONFESS WHAT THEY WOULD NOT CONFESS IN THIS LIFE.….BUT .IT WILL BE TOO LATE.  AND THEN WE WILL ENTER THAT NEW WORLD THAT WILL NEVER END…ETERNAL LIFE. CONCLUSION: YES, THE HUMBLE ARE EXALTED.  AFTER HUMBLING HIMSELF FOR US TO THE POINT OF DEATH, EVEN DEATH ON A CROSS…….JESUS WAS AND IS EXALTED TO GOD'S RIGHT HAND.  AND 
AS WE HUMBLE OURSELVES IN SERVICE TO OTHERS THE DAY WILL FINALLY COME WHEN WE TOO WILL BE EXALTED WITH JESUS AND SHARE IN HIS GLORY.  AMEN!  COME LORD JESUS!  AMEN..  
