MAUNDY THURSDAY              MARK 14: 12-26 (EX. 24: 3-11; 1 COR: 16, 17)   APRIL 5, 2012

MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,

     PERHAPS YOU NOTICED THAT ALL THREE OF OUR LESSONS FOR THIS EVENING HAVE TO DO WITH MEALS AND EATING WITH GOD.  THAT’S NOT BY ACCIDENT.  EATING MEALS WITH OTHER PEOPLE IS MORE THAN JUST EATING AND DRINKING AND NOURISHMENT FOR THE BODY.  WE CAN DO THAT BY OURSELVES AND OUR BODIES ARE FED JUST FINE.  BUT EATING WITH OTHERS HAS TO DO WITH RELATIONSHIPS.  MEALS ARE A TIME FOR CELEBRATING…..SUCH AS RECEPTIONS FOR WEDDINGS, ANNIVERSIES, BIRTHDAYS AND OTHER JOYOUS OCCASSIONS.  MEALS ARE A TIME FOR BONDING AND STRENTHENING RELATIONSHIPS SUCH AS AT THANKSGIVING, CHRISTMAS AND EASTER.  MEALS CAN BE A TIME OF ROMANCE AND INTIMACY BETWEEN A HUSBAND AND A WIFE.  MEALS ARE FAR MORE IMPORTANT THAN JUST NOURISHMENT FOR THE BODY.  AND THE WHOLE WORLD KNOWS THIS AND HAS ALWAYS KNOWN THIS.  WE SHOULD NOT BE SURPRISED THEN TO LEARN THAT GOD ALSO USES MEALS TO EXPRESS HIS LOVE AND INTIMACY WITH HIS PEOPLE…..TO BOND WITH HIS PEOPLE IN THE GIVING OF HIS LOVE AND GIFTS.  ON THIS MAUNDY THURSDAY EVENING WE ESPECIALLY FOCUS ON THE MEAL THAT OUR LORD JESUS HAS GIVEN US.  “A SACRIFICAL MEAL WITH GOD.”
I.  WE COULDN’T HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD OR EAT A MEAL WITH HIM UNLESS A SACRFICE WAS MADE FOR OUR SINS.  WE ARE INVITED TO THE LORD’S SUPPER NOT BECAUSE WE ARE WORTHY OF THIS INVITATION BUT BECAUSE OF THE GRACE, MERCY AND KINDNESS OF OUR HOST.

     A.  IT HAS TO BE THIS WAY BECAUSE OF OUR SIN WHICH MAKES US UNWORTHY OF HAVING A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.  AS WE KNOW FROM THE GARDEN OF EDEN………SIN SEPARATES US FROM GOD….IN OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON THE PEOPLE OF GOD WERE AFRAID TO APPROACH HIM BECAUSE HE WAS HOLY AND POWERFULL…AND THEY WERE SINFUL AND WEAK….SO THEY WERE NOT ABLE TO APPROACH GOD ON THEIR OWN TERMS…….BUT ONLY ON HIS TERMS.  THIS IS LIKE HOMELESS STREET PERSON GOING TO A $1000 A PLATE DINNER AT A FANCY DOWNTOWN HOTEL.  HE WOULD HAVE NO RIGHT TO BE THERE.  HE WOULD BE OUT OF PLACE AND INTIMIDATED BY THE CONTRAST BETWEEN HIS APPEARANCE AND STATUS AND THE APPEARANCE AND THE STATUS OF EVERYONE ELSE.  AND THIS IS OUR SITUATION WITH GOD.  WE HAVE NO RIGHT TO DINNER FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM.  JUST AS A HOMELESS PERSON WHO HASN’T TAKEN A BATH OR SHOWERED FOR MONTHS….HAS AN OFFENSIVE ODOR…..SO LIKEWISE OUR SINS OFFENDS GOD AND IS A BAD ODOR BEFORE HIM.  BUT AS ALL THREE OF OUR READINGS SHOW…WE GET INVITED ANYWAY.  HOW COULD THIS BE?

     B.  ONLY BECAUSE OF THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD.   HE NOT ONLY INVITES US TO DINNER WITH HIM BUT HE EVEN CHANGES US SO THAT WE CAN HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM. IN OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON MOSES AND THE ELDERS OF ISRAEL COULD NOT APPROACH GOD UNTIL THE BLOOD OF THE SACRIFICE HAD BEEN SPRINKLED ON THE ALTAR AND THE PEOPLE.  THIS CLEANSED THEM AND MADE THEM ACCEPTABLE TO GOD.  AND IT REMINDED THEM THAT THEY COULD COME INTO HIS PRESENCE AND EAT WITH HIM ONLY BECAUSE OF HIS GRACE AND MERCY.  THIS WAS CALLED THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT.  AND SO IT THEN IT IS WITH GREAT SIGNIFICANCE THAT JESUS CALLS HIS SUPPER “MY BLOOD OF THE COVENANT WHICH IS POURED OUT FOR MANY”.  IN OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON THE ANIMAL THAT WAS SACRIFICED SO THAT MOSES AND THE ELDERS COULD EAT WITH GOD WAS A SYMBOL OF JESUS CHRIST.  HE TOO WAS SACRFICED ON THE CROSS AND WITH THE SHEDDING OF HIS BLOOD HE HAS REMOVED THE STENCH, THE ODOR OF OUR SINS. 
II.  IN OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON MOSES AND THE ELDERS OF ISRAEL COULD APPROACH GOD AND EAT AND DRINK BEFORE HIM ONLY AFTER THE SACRIFICE THAT GOD HAD GIVEN FOR THEM AS WE READ:  “AND HE DID NOT LAY HIS HAND ON THE CHIEF MEN OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL; THEY BEHELD GOD AND ATE AND DRANK.”   AND SO IT IS WITH THE LORD’S SUPPER.  WE COME INTO THE VERY PRESENCE OF GOD AS WE EAT THE SACRIFICE OF JESUS’ BODY AND BLOOD.  AND THIS EATING TAKES PLACE IN TWO WAYS:  WITH OUR MOUTH AND WITH OUR FAITH.

    A.  OF COURSE THE MORE CONTROVERSIAL OF THESE TWO EATINGS IS WITH OUR MOUTH.  WE BELIEVE WHAT JESUS SAYS:  WE EAT FOUR THINGS WITH OUR MOUTH: BREAD AND HIS BODY AND WINE AND HIS BLOOD.  THE BREAD AND WINE WE EAT AND DRINK JUST LIKE ANY BREAD AND WINE…………BUT THE CONTROVERSIAL PART IS THAT WE ACTUALLY EAT HIS BODY AND DRINK HIS BLOOD ALSO WITH OUR MOUTHS.  THIS HAS BEEN CALLED A SUPERNATURAL OR SACRAMENTAL EATING AND DRINKING………….THIS SIMPLY MEANS THAT WE DON’T KNOW HOW TO EXPLAIN THIS……..WE JUST KNOW IT’S TRUE AND THAT WITH THE BREAD WE EAT HIS BODY AND WITH THE WINE WE DRINK HIS BLOOD.  WHY DO WE BELIEVE THIS?  WELL, BECAUSE JESUS SAYS SO.  “TAKE; THIS IS MY BODY………….THIS IS MY BLOOD OF THE COVENANT...”   SOME CHRISTIANS DENY THIS AND TEACH THAT THE BREAD REPRESENTS OR SYMBOLIZES HIS BODY AND THE WINE REPRESENT OR SYMBOLIZESS HIS BLOOD….BUT THAT’S NOT WHAT JESUS SAYS JUST AS PAUL SAYS IN 1 CORINTHIANS 10: 16 & 17:  “THE CUP OF BLESSING THAT WE BLESS, IS IT NOT A PARTICIPATION IN THE BLOOD OF CHRIST?  THE BREAD THAT WE BREAK, IS IT NOT A PARTICPATION IN THE BODY OF CHRIST?”    AND SO WITH A CHILDLIKE FAITH BELIEVE WHAT JESUS SAYS.  JESUS WILL NEVER LIE TO US OR MISLEAD US AND HE CERTAINLY HAS THE POWER TO MAKE HIS BODY AND BLOOD BE WITH THE BREAD AND WINE.  IN THE PASSOVER MEAL THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL HAD A LONG HISTORY OF EATING THEVERY SACRIFICE THAT GOD GAVE THEM TO HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM.  AND ON THAT FIRST MAUNDY THURSDAY NIGHT JESUS REPLACED THAT SACRIFICAL PASSOVER MEAL WITH HIS OWN MEAL TO EAT AND TO DRINK SO THAT WE TOO MIGHT HAVE A RELATIONSHP WITH GOD.
     B.  IN ADDITION TO THIS EATING AND DRINKING WITH OUR MOUTH…..THERE IS AN ADDITONAL KIND OF EATING….A SPIRITUAL EATING………….AN EATING BY FAITH.  JESUS GIVES US HIS BODY AND BLOOD WITH THE BREAD AND WINE TO EAT AND DRINK AND THEN GIVES US THIS PROMISE:  THIS IS MY BLOOD OF THE COVENANT, WHICH IS POURED OUT FOR MANY.”   THIS IS THE PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS WHICH JESUS EARNED FOR US BY SHEDDING HIS BLOOD FOR US ON THE CROSS.  BUT THAT FORGIVENESS IS NOT GIVEN THROUGH THE CROSS………IT’S GIVEN THROUGH HIS SUPPER…….WITH THE SAME BODY AND BLOOD THAT EARNED IT ON THAT CROSS.  OUR MOUTH RECEIVES HIS BODY AND BLOOD AND OUR FAITH RECEIVES THE FORGIVENESS THAT THEY WON FOR US.  AND SO IN HIS SUPPER JESUS IS BOTH THE HOST AND THE FOOD WE FEED ON.  IN THIS MEAL GOD BLESSES US, GIVES US HIS PEACE, ETERNAL LIFE AND FEEDS AND STRENGTHENS OUR FAITH IN HIM. AND ONE DAY, HE IN A WAY THAT WE DO NOT YET UNDERSTAND WE WILL CONTINUE TO EAT THIS MEAL IN THE NEW WORLD TO COME JUST AS JESUS SAYS:  “TRULY, I SAY TO YOU, I WILL NOT DRINK AGAIN OF THE FRUIT OF THE VINE UNTIL THAT DAY WHEN I DRINK IT NEW IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD.”   WHEN WE PARTAKE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER WE DO SO IN FAITH……….WE CANNOT SEE HIS BODY AND BLOOD……..WE CANNOT SEE JESUS…………BUT THAT WILL CHANGE WHEN HE RETURNS TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD……ON THAT DAY WE WILL NO LONGER WALK BY FAITH BUT WE WILL SEE HIM FACE TO FACE.     AND HE WILL TAKE US INTO A NEW WORLD OF ETERNAL LIFE, A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH WHICH HE CALLS THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND WE WILL LIVE WITH HIM FOREVER IN A WORLD FREE OF SIN AND DEATH…….FILLED ONLY WITH JOY AND PEACE. 
CONCLUSION:  IN THE MEAN TIME…. JESUS HAS GIVEN US HIS SUPPER TO HAVE THIS PEACE AND JOY WITH HIM IN THIS WORLD.  THE MEAL HE GIVES US IS NOT TO SIMPLY FILL OUR BELLIES AND NOURISH OUR BODIES.  HE GIVES US HIS SUPPER TO NOURISH OUR FAITH WITH GOD’S FORGIVENESS GIVEN WITH HIS BODY AND BLOOD.  AND LIKE THAT HOMELESS STREET PERSON INVITED TO THAT EXPENSIVE MEAL AND FANCY HOTEL….. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE KINDNESS AND GENEROSITY OF OUR GRACIOUS GOD……THAT HE WOULD INVITE SUCH POOR, MISERABLE SINNERS TO DINE WITH HIM…………………THANK YOU LORD JESUS. AMEN.
