THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD   MK 16: 1-8/1COR. 15:1-11              APRIL 5, 2015
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     THE WORLD IS FULL OF FACTS WHICH THE DICTIONARY DEFINES AS "SOMETHING THAT HAS ACTUAL EXISTENCE; A PIECE OF INFORMATION PRESENTED AS HAVING OBJECTIVE REALITY (MERRIAM-WEBSTER DICTIONARY).  …. AND WE HUMAN BEINGS ARE CONSTANTLY TRYING TO GET MEANING OUT OF THOSE FACTS.  OUR ENTIRE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS FROM KINDERGARTEN TO GRADUATE SCHOOL IS TRYING TO GIVE MEANING TO THE FACTS THAT ARE ALL AROUND US.   POLICE DETECTIVES GATHER FACTS AND THEN TRY TO GIVE THEM MEANING TO SOLVE A CRIME.  RESEARCH SCIENTISTS STUDY FACTS AND THEN TRY TO GIVE MEANING TO THEM WITH THEORIES AND CONCEPTS.  AND WE DO THE SAME THING.  EVERY DAY OF OUR LIVES FACTS ARE ALL AROUND US AND WE ARE CONSTANTLY PROCESSING THEM TO GIVE MEANING, TO MAKE SENSE OF THEM.  FACTS AND MEANINGS ARE THE ESSENCE OF NOT ONLY OUR LIFE BUT THE QUALITY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF OUR LIFE.  AND SO IT IS WITH “THE FACTS AND MEANING OF EASTER.”
I.  FIRST, THERE ARE CERTAIN FACTS ABOUT JESUS CHRIST.  BOTH MARK AND PAUL TELL US THAT JESUS CHRIST DIED, THAT HE WAS BURIED AND THEN HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD THREE DAYS LATER.  THESE ARE FACTS OF HISTORY.  THESE THINGS ACTUALLY HAPPENED DURING THE TIME OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE UNDER A ROMAN GOVERNOR NAMED “PONTUS PILATE.”  CHRISTIANITY IS NOT BASED ON MYTH OR LEGEND OR WISHFUL THINKING.  CHRISTIANITY IS BASED ON WHAT REALLY HAPPENED IN TIME AND SPACE…WHAT REALLY HAPPENED IN HISTORY.  
     A.  FACT:  JESUS CHRIST WAS CRUCIFIED AND DIED.  REAL PEOPLE OF HISTORY ARE MENTIONED IN CONNECTION WITH THESE EVENTS INCLUDING PONTUS PILATE AS WELL AS THE JEWISH HIGH PRIESTS, “ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS.  MANY OTHER PEOPLE ARE ALSO NAMED WITH DETAILS ABOUT THEIR LIVES.  CRUCIFIXION WAS THE ROMAN EMPIRES FORM OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT THAT WAS RESERVED FOR SLAVES, TRAITORS, AND THE WORST KIND OF CRIMINALS.  IT WAS A HORRIBLE DEATH.  IT WAS SO CRUEL THAT ROMAN CITIZENS WERE EXEMPT FROM IT AND MANY ARGUED AGAINST ITS USE INCLUDING PHILOSOPHER AND SCHOLAR CICERO.   AND THERE WERE MANY EYEWITNESSES TO THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS AND HIS DEATH.  NO ONE WHO LIVED AT THE TIME EVER DENIED IT.  FACT:  JESUS CHRIST WAS CRUCIFIED AND DIED.
     B.  FACT:  JESUS CHRIST WAS BURIED.  THIS MIGHT SEEM LIKE AN INSIGNIFICANT POINT---OF COURSE HE WAS BURIED, THAT’S WHY YOU DO WITH DEAD PEOPLE.  BUT THAT’S JUST THE POINT. EVEN THE CHRISTIAN CREEDS MENTION JESUS’ BURIAL BECAUSE HIS BURIAL EMPHASIZES THAT JESUS WAS REALLY DEAD.  NO DOUBT ABOUT IT.  AND AGAIN THERE WERE EYEWITNESSES.  THE WOMEN WHO ATTENDED TO HIS BODY COULD TESTIFY TO THIS.  OH YES, HE WAS DEAD.  AND PONTUS PILATE WOULD NOT RELEASE THE BODY UNTIL THE CENTURION ASSURED HIM THAT JESUS WAS DEAD.  OH YES, HE WAS DEAD.  AND HE WAS EVEN BURIED IN THE TOMB OF A WELL KNOWN JEWISH LEADER:  JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA.  YES, IT WAS EASY TO VERIFY THE DEATH AND 
BURIAL OF JESUS BY SUCH A WELL KNOWN AND PROMINENT MAN AS JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA.  
       C.  FACT:  JESUS CHRIST WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD.    THE TOMB WAS EMPTY.   NO ONE HAS EVER DENIED THAT.  ALL THE AUTHORITIES HAD TO DO WAS… JUST PRODUCE THE BODY OF JESUS.  THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN THE END OF ANY TALK OF RESURRECTION!  BUT THERE WAS NO BODY.  THE WORD WAS GETTING OUT THAT THE BODY OF JESUS WAS MISSING AND THE WHOLE CITY OF JERUSALEM WAS IN TURMOIL.  WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BODY OF JESUS CHRIST?  WHAT WERE THE JEWISH LEADERS TO DO?  THEY HAD EVEN POSTED A GUARD AT THE TOMB… BECAUSE THEY KNEW THAT JESUS SAID THAT HE WOULD BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD.   SO WITH THE PERMISSION OF PONTUS PILATE THEY POSTED A GUARD AND SEALED THE TOMB SO THAT NO ONE COULD STEAL THE BODY AND THEN CLAIM THAT JESUS HAD RISEN FROM THE DEAD.    AND NOW THE BODY WAS MISSING AND SOME WERE SAYING THAT JESUS HAD BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD.  SO THEY CAME UP WITH A PLAN:  BRIBE THE GUARDS TO SAY THAT THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CAME AND STOLE HIS BODY.  BUT THAT’S NOT PLAUSIBLE.   WHY NOT?  BECAUSE ACCORDING TO EVERYTHING WRITTEN IN ALL FOUR GOSPELS NOT EVEN THE DISCIPLES WERE EXPECTING JESUS TO BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD.  NOT ONE.  AFTER HIS RESURRECTION JESUS HAD TO PROVE TO HIS STUNNED DISCIPLES THAT HE WAS ALIVE.  SUCH MEN WOULD NOT HAVE EVEN THOUGHT ABOUT STEALING THE BODY BECAUSE THEY DIDN’T BELIEVE JESUS WOULD BE RAISED….UNTIL HE SHOWED HIMSELF TO THEM…AND THEY BECAME EYEWITNESSES TO THE RESURRECTED JESUS.
II.  THESE THEN ARE THE FACTS:  JESUS WAS CRUCIFIED, DIED, AND BURIED…AND ON THE THIRD DAY HE WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD.  BUT WE MUST ASK THAT GOOD LUTHERAN CATECHISM QUESTIONS:  "WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?"
     A.  AND IN OUR SECOND READING PAUL GIVES IT:   “CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS” (1 COR. 15: 3, ESV).  “OUR SINS”.  SIN IS LIVING FOR OURSELVES INSTEAD OF LIVING FOR GOD;  EITHER NOT DOING WHAT HE WANTS US TO DO OR DOING WHAT HE DOESN’T' WANT US TO DO.  AND GOD DOESN’T LIKE THAT.  AND HE HAS EVERY RIGHT NOT TO LIKE IT.  ONLY HE HAS GIVEN US LIFE AND EVERY GOOD THING THAT WE HAVE IN LIFE.   AND OF COURSE GOD MUST PUNISH SIN.  WHAT ELSE COULD AN ABSOLUTELY HOLY AND JUST GOD DO?  TO NOT PUNISH SIN WOULD MAKE HIM UNHOLY AND UNJUST.   HOW CAN GOD BE GOD IF HE DOESN’T PUNISH WRONG DOING?  HOW CAN GOD JUDGE THE WORLD ON THE JUDGMENT DAY IF HE DOES NOT PUNISH SIN?  OF COURSE GOD MUST PUNISH SIN….AND IT IS TERRIFYING.  IN MATTHEW’S GOSPEL JESUS SAYS THIS:  “AND DO NOT FEAR THOSE WHO KILL THE BODY BUT CANNOT KILL THE SOUL. RATHER FEAR HIM WHO CAN DESTROY BOTH SOUL AND BODY IN HELL”, (10:28, ESV).   AND THE AUTHOR OF HEBREWS SAYS:  “IT IS A FEARFUL THING TO FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE LIVING GOD” (10:31, ESV).  WITHOUT JESUS CHRIST THIS IS WHAT HUMAN BEINGS WILL EXPERIENCE ON THE JUDGMENT DAY...THEY WILL  … "FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE LIVING GOD”.  BUT FOR ALL WHO TRUST IN JESUS DON'T HAVE TO BE AFRAID OF THAT DAY.  FOR AS WE HEARD ON GOOD FRIDAY FROM THE APOSTLE PETER: “HE HIMSELF BORE OUR SINS IN HIS BODY ON THE TREE” (1 PETER 2:24, ESV).     
GOD IS LOVE.  INSTEAD OF POURING OUT HIS WRATH ON US GOD POURED OUT HIS WRATH ON HIS OWN SINLESS SON.    IN JESUS CHRIST YOU HAVE GOD'S COMPLETE AND UNCONDITIONAL FORGIVENESS; AS PAUL SAYS IN ROMANS:   “THERE IS THEREFORE NOW NO CONDEMNATION FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN CHRIST JESUS” (ROMANS 8:1, ESV).   ALMOST TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE ISN’T IT?  ALL OF YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN.  GOD DOES NOT CONDEMN YOU.  IT IS TRUE.  AND WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR THE JUDGMENT DAY?  AGAIN PAUL TELLS US IN HIS LETTER TO THE ROMANS:  “SINCE, THEREFORE, WE HAVE NOW BEEN JUSTIFIED BY HIS BLOOD, MUCH MORE SHALL WE BE SAVED BY HIM FROM THE WRATH OF GOD” (ROMANS 5:9, ESV).   PEACE WITH GOD THROUGH THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.  THAT’S THE MEANING OF THE FACTS OF JESUS CRUCIFIXION, DEATH, AND BURIAL.
     B.  AND FINALLY… WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE FACT OF JESUS’ RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD?  THAT’S RATHER OBVIOUS:  VICTORY OVER DEATH. DEATH COULD NOT HOLD HIM…SOMETHING HAPPENED.   IN THE BIBLE SIN AND DEATH ALWAYS GO TOGETHER BECAUSE SIN IS THE CAUSE OF DEATH.  WHY?   BECAUSE SIN CUTS US OFF FROM THE ONLY SOURCE OF LIFE:  GOD.  THIS MEANS THAT IF SIN IS DEALT WITH, IF SIN IS PUNISHED AND PAID FOR AND CANCELED …THEN DEATH ITSELF HAS BEEN OVERCOME…DEFEATED.  EVEN AS SIN AND DEATH ALWAYS GO TOGETHER; SO LIKEWISE, THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS AND LIFE ALWAYS GO TOGETHER.    DO YOU WANT PROOF THAT YOUR SINS ARE PAID FOR AND FORGIVEN?  WELL, IT’S THE EMPTY TOMB, JESUS’ RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD.  AND HE IS STILL ALIVE.  AND ONE DAY WE WILL SEE HIM.  FOR AT THE END OF THE WORLD HE WILL RETURN VISIBLY FOR ALL TO SEE AND “…HE WILL RAISE ME AND ALL THE DEAD, AND GIVE ETERNAL LIFE TO ME AND ALL BELIEVERS IN CHRIST” AS MARTIN LUTHER SAYS IN HIS SMALL CATECHISM.  BECAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST YOU AND HAVE THE CERTAIN HOPE OF ONE DAY BEING RAISED FROM THE DEAD TO HAVE ETERNAL LIFE WITH AN ETERNAL BODY IN A NEW AND ETERNAL WORLD, ALONG WITH ALL OF YOUR LOVED ONES AND FRIENDS WHO ALSO TRUSTED IN HIM…THIS IS WHAT AWAITS YOU…THIS IS YOUR HOPE…AND WHAT A DAY THAT WILL BE….   
CONCLUSION:  ALL OF HUMAN EXISTENCE IS THE SEARCH FOR MEANING BASED ON FACTS.  FROM KINDERGARTEN TO GRADUATE SCHOOL, INDEED ALL OF OUR LIVES WE SEARCH FOR MEANING BASED ON FACTS.  THERE IS NO MEANING WITHOUT FACTS.  AND SO EASTER HAS NO MEANING WITHOUT FACTS.  THESE ARE THE FACTS OF EASTER:  JESUS CHRIST WAS CRUCIFIED, HE DIED AND HE WAS BURIED AND ON THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD.  AND SO EASTER HAS MEANING—YOU ARE FORGIVEN, COMPLETELY; YOU HAVE PEACE WITH GOD; YOU NEED NOT FEAR HIS CONDEMNATION NOW OR ON THE JUDGMENT DAY.  AND ONE DAY YOU WILL BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD NEVER TO DIE AGAIN TO LIVE IN A NEW WORLD WITH ALL OF YOUR LOVED ONES AND FRIENDS WHO HAVE ALSO TRUSTED IN HIM...  “THE LORD IS RISEN!” AND GOD’S PEOPLE SAY:  “HE IS RISEN INDEED!  ALLELUIA” AMEN!
