THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER            1 PETER 1: 17-21                     APRIL 6, 2008

MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,

WE KNOW THAT BECAUSE OF JESUS DEATH ON THE CROSS AND HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD THAT WE HAVE PEACE WITH GOD THROUGH THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS AND ETERNAL LIFE IN THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD.  AND THIS IS ALL OURS BY GOD’S GRACE IN JESUS CHRIST.  THE GOOD THINGS THAT WE DO DO NOT ADD ANYTHING TO WHAT WE ALREADY HAVE BY FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.  HOWEVER, THIS DOESN’T MEAN THAT GOOD WORKS AREN’T IMPORTANT.  SOMEONE COULD EASILY GET THE IDEA THAT SINCE WE AREN’T SAVED BY WHAT WE DO THEN IT DOESN’T REALLY MATTER HOW WE LIVE.  SINCE WE ARE FORGIVEN WHY NOT JUST SIN ALL YOU WANT?   SUCH THINKING WOULD NOT ONLY BE WRONG, BUT IT COULD EVEN DESTROY OUR FAITH.  INDEED, IF WE ARE NOT CONCERNED ABOUT HOW WE LIVE WE EITHER DON’T HAVE FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST OR WE ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING OUR FAITH.  WE CANNOT HAVE FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST AND BE INDIFFERENT TO SIN.  BUT SIN IS ALL AROUND US.  EVERY DAY WE SEE AND EXPERIENCE SIN.  SO AS CHRISTIANS WHAT ARE WE SUPPOSED TO DO?  HOW ARE WE TO LIVE?  IN OUR LESSON FOR THIS MORNING PETER TELLS US: “LIVE AS EXILES IN THIS WORLD OF SIN.”
I.  OUR LORD JESUS DIED ON THAT CROSS TO SAVE US FROM OUR SINS.  THIS MEANS THAT HE DIED NOT ONLY TO FORGIVE OUR SINS BUT HE DIED SO THAT WE MIGHT STOP SINNING.

     A.  PETER REMINDS US THAT LIVING IN SINFUL WAYS IS AN EMPTY WAY OF LIFE.  OUR TRANSLATION SAYS “FUTILE WAYS”.  THIS GREEK WORD   REFERS TO A LIFE WITHOUT MEANING OR PURPOSE.   IT’S A LIFE WITHOUT JESUS CHRIST.  WHAT IS THE MEANING OF LIFE WITHOUT JESUS CHRIST?  IS LIFE REALLY ALL ABOUT “PURSUING HAPPINESS.”  WHAT IS HAPPINESS?  UNFORTUNATELY THAT ANSWER USUALLY HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH GOD AND EVERYTHING TO DO WITH THE PLEASURES OF THIS LIFE.  AND IT’S TRUE THAT SIN CAN GIVE US PLEASURE..BUT IT ONLY LAST FOR A SHORT TIME.  THAT’S WHY SINFUL PLEASURE HAS TO BE REPEATED OVER AND OVER AGAIN.  AND THAT’S WHY SINFUL PLEASURES HAVE A WAY OF BECOMING ADDICTIVE AND ENSLAVE US.  OUR AMERICAN CULTURE PROVIDES US MANY WAYS TO SIN:  “EAT, DRINK, AND BE MERRY---FOR TOMORROW WE DIE.”    WITHOUT JESUS CHRIST HOW DOES A PERSON DEAL WITH THE HARSH REALITIES OF LIFE….INCLUDING DEATH?  APART FROM GOD WHAT IS THE MEANING OF LIFE?  YOU SEEK AS MUCH PLEASURE AS YOU CAN.  SUCH A LIFESTYLE COVERS UP THE GUILT, FEARS AND EMPTINESS OF A LIFE LIVED APART FROM GOD.  A FUTILE LIFE IS BASICALLY A LIFE OF SIN THAT REVOLVES AROUND THE NEEDS AND WANTS OF A SINNER.   THIS IS THE KIND OF LIFE FROM WHICH JESUS HAS SAVED US.   HE GIVES US MEANING AND PURPOSE TO LIFE.  AND HE GIVES US EVEN HOPE BEYOND DEATH:  A NEW LIFE YET TO COME WHEN WE ARE RAISED FROM THE DEAD.
    B.  AND BESIDES, PETER REMINDS US THAT SIN BRINGS GOD’S JUDGMENT:  “YOU CALL ON HIM 
AS FATHER WHO JUDGES IMPARTIALLY ACCORDING TO EACH ONE’S DEEDS...”  EVEN THOUGH 
WE HAVE GOD’S FORGIVENESS WE MUST NEVER THINK THAT HE DOESN’T CARE HOW WE LIVE..  OF COURSE GOD CARES HOW WE LIVE.  AND NOTHING IS HIDDEN FROM HIS SIGHT.  A FUTILE LIFE LIVED FOR SELF LEADS TO GOD’S JUDGMENT AND WRATH.  IF WE SIN AND DO NOT REPENT, DO NOT CONFESS IT, DO NOT SEEK GOD’S FORGIVENESS….SIN CAN ACTUALLY KILL OUR FAITH IN JESUS. AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE ROMANS:  IF YOU LIVE ACCORDING TO THE SINFUL NATURE YOU WILL DIE.”    JESUS DIED ON THE CROSS NOT ONLY TO FORGIVE US BUT SO THAT WE MIGHT LIVE A NEW LIFE FOR GOD.  THAT’S WHAT PETER SAYS LATER IN THIS LETTER:  “HE HIMSELF BORE OUR SINS IN HIS BODY ON THE TREE, SO THAT WE MIGHT DIE TO SINS AND LIVE FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS” (2:24).    
II.  THE REASON WE ARE SO CONCERNED, THEN, ABOUT LIVING A LIFE FOR GOD IS BECAUSE OF THE PRICE WAS SO HIGH FOR US TO HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.  WHEN PEOPLE BUY SOMETHING EXPENSIVE, SAY LIKE A CAR OR A HOUSE, THEY USUALLY TAKE REAL GOOD CARE OF IT.  WHY?  BECAUSE IT COST THEM A LOT OF MONEY, IT’S VALUABLE…AND THEY WANT TO TREAT IT WITH CARE.  AND SO IT IS WITH LIVING WITH GOD…IT COST A LOT FOR US TO HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD AND SO WE WANT TO TAKE GOOD CARE OF THIS RELATIONSHIP.

     A.  GOD HAS CERTAINLY GIVEN US A PRECIOUS GIFT IN JESUS CHRIST.  THINK ABOUT THE SINS THAT YOU HAVE COMMITTED AND FEEL GUILT AND MAYBE EVEN SHAME OVER:  THEY’RE ALL FORGIVEN.  AND BECAUSE OF THIS FORGIVENESS GOD IS WITH EACH DAY AND HEARS OUR PRAYERS…AND WHEN WE FACE DEATH WE HAVE THE COMFORT AND HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD TO ETERNAL LIFE.  AND IT’S ALL FREE.  IT COST US NOTHING.  BUT IT COSTS US NOTHING BECAUSE OUR LORD JESUS PAID FOR IT HIMSELF.  AND AS PETER REMINDS US THE COST OF THIS WONDERFUL GIFT OF SALVATION FROM SIN AND DEATH DID COST JESUS MONEY, “SILVER OR GOLD.”…RATHER, PETER REMINDS ME THAT THE PRICE FOR THIS GIFT WAS “THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST.”  HIS BLOOD WAS PRECIOUS BECAUSE HE DIDN’T DESERVE TO DIE:  HE WAS THE SINLESS SON OF GOD AS AGAIN PETER REMINDS US:  “LIKE THAT OF A LAMB, WITHOUT BLEMISH OR SPOT.”.  AND OF COURSE, THE LIFE OF A PERSON IS MORE PRECIOUS THAN MONEY.  IF SOMEONE THREATEN TO KILL UNLESS YOU GAVE THEM ALL THE MONEY IN YOUR PURSE OR WALLET..YOU’D GIVE THEM THE MONEY…BECAUSE YOUR LIFE IS MORE VALUABLE THAN MONEY..AND SO IT IS WITH JESUS CHRIST.  HE TOOK OUR PLACE AND WAS PUNISHED BY GOD FOR THE SINS WE SHOULD BE PUNISHED FOR.  SO THEN WE WANT TO LIVE FOR GOD NOT SIMPLY OUT OF FEAR OF BEING PUNISHED OR EVEN FOR THE SAKE OF REWARD.  LIVING FOR GOD IS NOT SOMETHING THAT IS IMPOSED ON US BY A STERN AND LEGALISTIC GOD.  IT’S NOT SOMETHING THAT WE ARE FORCED TO DO.  WE WANT TO LIVE FOR GOD BECAUSE OF THIS GIFT OF LOVE GIVEN TO US IN JESUS CHRIST.   
 B.  AND PETER TELLS US SOMETHING MORE THAT IS JUST INCREDIBLE:   THIS WAS ALL PLANNED BY GOD EVEN BEFORE HE CREATED THE WORLD.  OF COURSE, UPON REFLECTION THIS SHOULD 
NOT SURPRISE US.  DOESN’T GOD KNOW ALL THINGS?  OF COURSE.  AND SO HE KNEW WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN BEFORE IT HAPPENED.  HE KNEW THAT ADAM AND EVE WOULD GIVEN INTO SATAN’S TEMPTATION AND BRING SIN AND DEATH INTO THE WORLD.  GOD KNEW THAT MANKIND WOULD NEED A SAVIOR FROM SIN AND DEATH….AND SO EVEN BEFORE HE CREATED THE WORLD HE PLANNED TO SEND JESUS CHRIST.  THAT’S WHAT PETER SAYS:  “HE WAS FOREKNOWN BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD.”   AND SO, AFTER ADAM AND EVEN FELL INTO SIN GOD PROMISED THEM A SAVIOR AS HE SAID TO SATAN IN THE FORM OF A SERPENT:  “AND I WILL PUT ENMITY BETWEEN YOU AND THE WOMAN, BETWEEN HER SEED AND YOUR SEED.  HE WILL CRUSH YOUR HEAD, AND YOU WILL CRUSH HIS HEEL” (GEN. 3:15)    THIS WAS PART OF THE PROMISE GIVEN TO ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB:  THE SAVIOR OF THE WHOLE WORLD WOULD BE A JEW.  AND THIS WAS ALL FULFILLED IN JESUS CHRIST AS PETER SAYS:  “HE…WAS MADE MANIFEST IN THESE LAST TIMES FOR OUR SAKE.”   “FOR OUR SAKE”  PETER SAYS.  EVERYTHING THAT JESUS DID WAS “FOR OUR SAKE” TO SAVE US FROM SIN AND DEATH AND ETERNAL DAMNATION.  WE DON’T DO ANYTHING AT ALL FOR OUR SALVATION FROM SIN, DEATH AND ETERNAL DAMNATION.  IN JESUS CHRIST GOD HAS DONE IT ALL.  THAT’S WHY PETER SAYS THAT OUR “FAITH AND HOPE ARE IN GOD.”  OUR FAITH AND HOPE ARE NOT IN OURSELVES.  WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT SIN, DEATH AND ETERNAL DAMNATION?  NOTHING.  BUT GOD CAN AND HAS.  THIS MEANS THAT WE CAN BE CERTAIN, ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN, ABOUT OUR SALVATION BECAUSE GOD HAS DONE IT!  AND THIS IS WHY WE WANT TO LIVE FOR GOD….BECAUSE OF WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR US IN HIS SON.
CONCLUSION:  PETER SAYS THAT WE ARE TO LIVE AS “EXILES” IN THIS WORLD OF SIN.  THIS WORLD WE LIVE IN IS NOT OUR PERMANENT HOME.  WE ARE ONLY HERE FOR AWHILE.  OUR PERMANENT HOME IS IN THE WORLD TO COME WHEN JESUS RETURNS TO RAISE US FROM THE DEAD.  THEN WE WILL ENTER A NEW WORLD—ETERNAL LIFE.  SO PAUL SAYS IN PHILIPPIANS 3:20: 
BUT OUR CITIZENSHIP IS IN HEAVEN. AND WE EAGERLY AWAIT A SAVIOR FROM THERE, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.”  PETER SAYS THE SAME THING IN CHAPTER TWO OF HIS LETTER:  “BELOVED I URGE YOU AS SOJOURNERS AND EXILES TO ABSTAIN FROM THE PASSIONS OF THE FLESH, WHICH WAGE WAR AGAINST YOUR SOUL” (V.11).   THAT’S WHAT PETER IS ALSO SAYING IN OUR TEXT:  “CONDUCT YOURSELVES WITH FEAR THROUGHOUT THE TIME OF OUR EXILE.”   KATHY AND I HAVE NOT ONLY VISITED MANY COUNTRIES BUT WE HAVE LIVED IN COUNTRIES OTHER THAN THE UNITED STATES.  BUT WHERE EVER WE VISITED OR LIVED WE WERE ALWAYS AWARE THAT WE WERE AMERICANS.  WE NEVER FORGOT THIS TRUTH.  WE ALWAYS HAD THE VALUES AND TRADITIONS OF AMERICA. AND BEING A CHRISTIAN IS THE SAME.  WE LIVE IN A COUNTRY CALLED  AMERICA… BUT OUR BELIEFS AND OUR WAY OF LIFE ARE CHRISTIAN.  FOR 
WHEN JESUS DIED ON THE CROSS FOR US, HE DIED NOT ONLY TO FORGIVE US OUR SINS, BUT HE 
DIED SO THAT WE MIGHT ALSO DIE TO SIN AND LIVE FOR GOD.  THAT’S WHAT IT MEANS TO LIVE AS EXILES IN THIS WORLD OF SIN.  
