GOOD FRIDAY                            1 PETER 2: 22-24             APRIL 10, 2009

MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,

     ON THIS GOOD FRIDAY HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF CHRISTIANS ALL OVER THE WORLD ARE GATHERING TOGETHER TO HONOR AND REMEMBER THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS CHRIST.  THE CUSTOM OF GOOD FRIDAY IS AN ANCIENT ONE GOING BACK OVER 1,600 YEARS TO THE EARLIEST RECORDED DATE OF 392 AD.  CRUCIFIXION WAS INVENTED BY THE PERSIANS, BORROWED BY THE GREEKS UNDER ALEXANDER THE GREAT, AND PERFECTED BY THE ROMANS.  JESUS WAS A CANDIDATE FOR CRUCIFIXION BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN FOUND GUILTY OF TREASON AGAINST THE ROMAN EMPIRE AS THE CHARGE SAID ON HIS CROSS:  “THIS IS JESUS, KING OF THE JEWS.”    BUT THIS WAS NO ORDINARY CRUCIFIXION.  SOMETHING ELSE WAS GOING ON HERE THAT COULD NOT BE SEEN WITH THE HUMAN EYE.  INDEED, THE PECULIAR AND FRIGHTENING DARKNESS THAT CAME OVER THE EARTH INDICATED THAT SOMETHING MOMENTOUS WAS HAPPENING:  GOD WAS PUNISHING THE SINS OF THE HUMAN RACE.  AND WITH THE DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST MANKIND’S DEBT OF SIN WAS CANCELED.  AND BECAUSE JESUS WAS PUNISHED FOR OUR SINS PETER CAN SAY:  
“BY HIS WOUNDS YOU HAVE BEEN HEALED”.

I.  AS WE GATHER TONIGHT AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS WE SEE THE HORRIBLE PRICE OF OUR SIN.  CAN YOU IMAGINE BEING THERE?  IT WAS NOT A PLEASANT SIGHT.  SOME PEOPLE DIDN’T LIKE MEL GIBSON’S 2004 MOVIE, THE PASSION OF CHRIST, BECAUSE IT WAS TOO GRAPHIC.  WELL, WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE THOSE FIRST DISCIPLES SAW?  IF WE HAD BEEN THERE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN GRAPHIC AND TOO PAINFUL FOR US TO LOOK AT HIM.  BUT LOOK AT HIM ANYWAY.  SEE THE BLOOD.  SEE THE PAIN AND ANGUISH.  SEE THE BRUTALITY.  AND THEN THINK:  YOU AND I CAUSED HIM TO SUFFER IN THIS WAY.  YES, JUDAS BETRAYED JESUS.  YES THE LEADERS OF THE JEWS BROUGHT HIM TO TRIAL.  YES PONTIUS PILATE FOUND ORDERED HIS CRUCIFIXION.  BUT NONE OF THIS WOULD HAVE HAPPENED IF IT WAS NOT FOR YOUR SINS AND MINE.  FOR ULTIMATELY IT WAS OUR SINS THAT PUT HIM THERE.  IS THAT NOT TRUE?  .  HOW MANY SINS DO YOU THINK WE HAVE?  JUST THREE SINS A DAY FOR 80 YEARS IS 87,600 SINS.  THERE ARE 6 BILLION PEOPLE IN THE WORLD….I HAVE NO IDEA WHAT 87,600 SINS TIMES 6 BILLION PEOPLE WOULD ADD UP TO…BUT JESUS WAS PUNISHED FOR THEM.  NO WONDER HE CRIED OUT “MY GOD, MY GOD WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?” (MATT. 27: 46, ESV).    AS WE STAND AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS AND SEE JESUS HOW CAN WE UNDERESTIMATE THE SERIOUS OF OUR SINS?  ONCE AGAIN LOOK AT HIM.  THIS IS WHAT OUR SINS HAVE DONE.  BY HIS VERY NATURE GOD IS HOLY AND CAN NOT TOLERATE SIN.  BY HIS VERY NATURE GOD IS JUST AND MUST PUNISH SIN.  JESUS SHOULD NEVER HAVE DIED FOR HE WAS SINLESS.  NOT EVEN THE PAGAN ROMAN GOVERNOR, PONTUS PILATE, COULD FIND ANYTHING WRONG WITH HIM.  BUT JESUS WAS COMPLETELY INNOCENT BEFORE GOD TOO AS PETER SAYS:  “HE COMMITTED NO SIN…”  JESUS HAD NO SIN, BUT WE DO.  SO WHAT WAS GOD TO DO WITH US HIS REBELLIOUS, SINFUL CHILDREN?  BECAUSE OF HIS HOLINESS AND JUSTICE HE SHOULD PUNISH US.  BUT GOD IS LOVE…..HE DOES NOT WANT TO PUNISH US.  THE CROSS IS GOD’S SOLUTION, HIS WISDOM, FOR HE CHOSE TO PUNISH HIS INNOCENT SON FOR OUR SINS.    IN THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS CHRIST BOTH GOD’S JUSTICE AND HIS LOVE COULD BE EXPRESSED AND SATISFIED.   AND THIS IS WHY THIS FRIDAY IS CALLED “GOOD”.     BECAUSE IN HIS SUFFERING AND DEATH OUR SINS HAVE BEEN CANCELED ONCE AND FOR ALL.  THE CROSS OF JESUS CHRIST TELLS YOU THAT GOD LOVES YOU AND THAT ALL OF YOUR SINS HAVE BEEN PUNISHED AND PAID FOR, YES THIS IS “GOOD FRIDAY”. 

II.  PETER SAYS THAT BECAUSE OF “GOOD FRIDAY” WE ARE HEALED.  “BY HIS WOUNDS” WE “ARE HEALED”.  WOUNDS THAT CAUSE HEALING.  WHAT A STRANGE THOUGHT.  BUT IT’S TRUE.   FOR WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR US HAS CHANGED US.  HE SUFFERED SO MUCH FOR OUR SINS….HOW CAN WE NOW EXCUSE SIN IN OUR LIVES?  HOW CAN WE EXCUSE OR DEFEND WHAT CAUSED JESUS SO MUCH PAIN?  OF COURSE, WE CAN’T.  WHY NOT?  BECAUSE IN KEEPING WITH PETER’S WORD, WE HAVE BEEN “HEALED.”  HEALING IS USUALLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE BODY BUT OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD CAN BE HEALED TOO.  SIN BREAKS OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD BUT JESUS HAS RESTORED OUR RELATIONSHIP GOD…HE HAS HEALED IT.   HOW SO?  SIN IS FORGIVEN.  AND SO OUR SOUL HAS BEEN HEALED AS THE PSALMIST SAYS:  “I SAID, LORD, BE MERCIFUL UNTO ME: HEAL MY SOUL; FOR I HAVE SINNED AGAINST THEE” (41:4, KJV).    FOR OUR SOUL TO BE HEALED MEANS THAT WE HAVE BEEN “BORN AGAIN”. OUR PRESENCE HERE TONIGHT SHOWS THAT OUR SOULS HAVE BEEN HEALED, THAT WE HAVE BEEN BORN AGAIN.  ISN’T THAT WHY YOU HAVE COME TONIGHT?  TO HONOR AND WORSHIP YOUR SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST WHO SUFFERED SO MUCH FOR YOU?  AREN’T YOU HERE TONIGHT BECAUSE YOU LOVE JESUS CHRIST BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED YOU?  AREN’T YOU HERE TONIGHT BECAUSE THIS LOVE OF GOD IN JESUS CHRIST HAS CHANGED YOU?   “THAT WE MIGHT DIE TO SIN AND LIVE TO RIGHTEOUSNESS” (2 PETER 2:24, ESV).  FOR JESUS DID NOT DIE ON THAT CROSS SO THAT WE MIGHT ENJOY OUR SIN, BUT THAT WE MIGHT DIE TO THEM AND LIVE FOR HIM. AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE GALATIANS:  “AND THE LIFE I NOW LIVE IN THE FLESH I LIVE BY FAITH IN THE SON OF GOD, WHO LOVED ME AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME” (2:20, ESV).   
CONCLUSION:  ON THIS GOOD FRIDAY WE ARE ONCE AGAIN REMINDED OF THE HORRIBLE PRICE FOR US TO BE FORGIVEN OF OUR SINS---THE DEATH OF GOD’S SINLESS SON.  IT IS NOT PRETTY.  IT’S NOT SUPPOSED TO BE.  ONLY IN THE BRUTAL DEATH OF GOD’S OWN SON CAN WE BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND THE SERIOUSNESS OF OUR SINS AGAINST GOD.  AS PETER SAYS:  “HE BORE OUR SINS IN HIS BODY ON THE TREE.”  AND WITH HIS DEATH GOD HAS BEEN RECONCILED TO US.  OUR DEBT TO HIM HAS BEEN CANCELED.  AS PETER SAYS:  “BY HIS WOUNDS YOU HAVE BEEN HEALED.”  AND THE RESULT?  “THAT WE MIGHT DIE TO SIN AND LIVE TO RIGHTEOUSNESS.”   FOR AS WE SEE JESUS ON THE CROSS WE NEVER WANT TO SIN AGAIN…AND WHEN WE DO… IT GRIEVES US BEYOND WORDS AND WE TRUST IN HIS DEATH NOT ONLY TO RECEIVE GOD’S FORGIVENESS BUT  THAT WE TOO MIGHT DIE TO SIN AND LIVE FOR HIM.  AMEN.
