MAUNDY THURSDAY                              1 CORINTHIANS 11: 17-32                  APRIL 17, 2014
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     TONIGHT WE FOCUS ON THE SUPPER THAT OUR LORD JESUS GAVE US ON THE NIGHT OF HIS BETRAYAL.  AS USUAL HE WAS NOT THINKING OF HIS NEEDS BUT THE NEEDS OF OTHERS.  WITH A HEAVY HEART WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS SUPPER, WHICH SHOULD BE A SYMBOL AND SOURCE OF UNITY AMONG CHRISTIANS, HAS BECOME A SOURCE AND SYMBOL OF DIVISION.  BUT IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE TO THINK THAT THIS IS A RECENT, MODERN PROBLEM.  WE HAVE TO LOOK NO FURTHER THAN OUR TEXT TO SEE THAT THIS HAS BEEN A PROBLEM FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.  IN THE 16TH CENTURY, MARTIN LUTHER DEFENDED THE TRUTH ABOUT THE LORD'S SUPPER FROM BOTH ROMAN CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANTS.  HE DID THIS BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT THE TRUTH OF GOD'S WORD WAS A STAKE…..THERE CANNOT BE DIFFERENT UNDERSTANDINGS ABOUT THE LORD'S SUPPER…..THERE CAN ONLY BE ONE…..WHAT JESUS SAYS ABOUT HIS SUPPER AND AS  PAUL REMINDS US:  "FOR I RECEIVED FROM THE LORD, WHAT I DELIVERED TO YOU….".   THE SUPPER THAT OUR LORD JESUS HAS GIVEN TO US IS "A SUPPER OF UNITY AND EXAMINATION."
I.   THE LORD'S SUPPER IS A SUPPER OF UNITY.  THERE ARE TO BE NO DIVISIONS.  FOR IN THIS SUPPER WE RECEIVE FORGIVENESS, RECONCILIATION AND PEACE WITH GOD.  FOR "IN, WITH, AND UNDER" THE BREAD AND WINE WE EAT THE BODY AND DRINK THE BLOOD OF OUR DEAR LORD JESUS CHRIST……AND BY FAITH WE RECEIVE THE FORGIVENESS THAT HIS BODY AND BLOOD HAVE WON FOR US.   AND, SO LIKEWISE, WE MUST FORGIVE AND BE RECONCILED WITH ALL OF THOSE WHO COME TO THE SUPPER WITH US.  THIS IS THE PURPOSE OF "SHARING THE PEACE".  THIS IS NOT A TIME TO SAY "GOOD MORNING" OR "HELLO" …..THIS IS NOT A TIME FOR SOCIALIZING.  WHEN WE SHARE THE PEACE "THE PEACE OF THE LORD BE WITH YOU" WE ARE TELLING EACH OTHER THAT WE HAVE NOTHING AGAINST THEM AND THAT WE GO TO THE SUPPER IN UNITY.
     A.   WE SEE THIS IN OUR LESSON:  "BUT IN THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS I DO NOT COMMEND YOU….I HEAR THAT THERE ARE DIVISIONS AMONG YOU" (VV. 17, 18, ESV).  THE CONGREGATION IN CORINTH HAD ALL KINDS OF DIVISIONS BROUGHT ABOUT BY PRIDE AND FAVORITISM, THE RICH VERSUS THE POOR, AS WELL AS THEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES.  SO HOW THEN COULD THEY COME TO THE LORD'S TABLE SEEKING HIS FORGIVENESS AND TO BE RECONCILED WITH HIM …. WHEN THEY DID NOT SHOW THAT KIND OF LOVE AND FORGIVENESS TO ONE ANOTHER?  THAT'S HYPOCRISY….WANTING GOD'S FORGIVENESS BUT NOT FORGIVING ANOTHER….WANTING GOD'S LOVE…….BUT NOT LOVING ANOTHER.  ….AND SO IN MATTHEW'S GOSPEL JESUS SAYS:  "SO IF YOU ARE OFFERING YOUR GIFT AT THE ALTAR AND THERE REMEMBER THAT YOUR BROTHER HAS SOMETHING AGAINST YOU,  LEAVE YOUR GIFT THERE BEFORE THE ALTAR AND GO. FIRST BE RECONCILED TO YOUR BROTHER,…(5: 23, 24, ESV).   WE CANNOT HAVE FROM GOD WHAT WE WILL NOT GIVE TO OTHERS.
     B.  SO THEN TO COME TO THE LORD'S SUPPER WE ARE TO BE RECONCILED WITH ALL THE OTHER PEOPLE ALSO TAKING THE LORD'S SUPPER…..THIS IS A SUPPER OF UNITY…NOT DIFFERENCES.  AND THIS RECONCILIATION INCLUDES NOT JUST PERSONAL ISSUES BUT ALSO DIFFERENCES IN TEACHINGS.  WE CANNOT COME TO THE LORD'S SUPPER WITH THOSE WHO HAVE A DIFFERENT UNDERSTANDING OF THE LORD'S SUPPER…..THAT TOO IS HYPOCRISY.  TO COMMUNE AT THE LORD'S SUPPER MEANS THAT WE ARE ONE…..ONE IN OUR LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER AND ONE IN OUR TEACHING…. WHEN THERE ARE DIFFERENCES IN DOCTRINE SOMEONE IS NOT BEING FAITHFUL TO GOD'S WORD…AND SO PAUL TOLD THE CORINTHIANS:   "….FOR THERE MUST BE FACTIONS AMONG YOU IN ORDER THAT THOSE WHO ARE GENUINE AMONG YOU MAY BE RECOGNIZED" (V. 19, ESV).    SOME MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH IN CORINTH WERE TREATING THE BREAD AND WINE IN THE LORD'S SUPPER AS IF IT WAS ONLY BREAD AND WINE….THEY WERE NOT TREATING IT AS THE BODY AND BLOOD OF JESUS.  AND BECAUSE OF THIS PAUL TOLD THEM PLAINLY:  "…IT IS NOT THE LORD'S SUPPER THAT YOU EAT" (V. 20, ESV)..  THE BREAD AND WINE ARE NOT JUST BREAD AND WINE…..THEY ARE ALSO THE BODY AND BLOOD OF JESUS…TO EAT AND TO DRINK.  THAT'S WHY PAUL REPEATS THE WORDS OF JESUS:  “THIS IS MY BODY WHICH IS FOR YOU….“THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT IN MY BLOOD" (VV. 24, 25, ESV).  IT IS WRONG THEN TO TEACH THE BREAD AND WINE ONLY REPRESENT THE BODY AND THE BLOOD OF JESUS.  JESUS SAYS:  "THIS IS MY BODY…..THIS IS MY BLOOD".   ONE OF THE REASONS THAT WE PRACTICE CLOSED COMMUNION IS TO TEACH THE TRUTHFULNESS OF THE REAL PRESENCE OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF JESUS "IN, WITH AND UNDER" THE BREAD AND WINE.  ONLY THOSE WHO BELIEVE THIS SHOULD COME TO THE TABLE OF JESUS CHRIST....FOR THE TRUTH OF GOD'S WORD IS A STAKE AND SO WHAT PAUL SAID STILL IS TRUE TODAY:  "….FOR THERE MUST BE FACTIONS AMONG YOU IN ORDER THAT THOSE WHO ARE GENUINE AMONG YOU MAY BE RECOGNIZED" (V. 19, ESV).   THE LORD'S SUPPER IS A SUPPER OF UNITY…AND THERE CAN'T BE MORE THAN ONE UNDERSTANDING OF IT….AND IT MUST BE WHAT JESUS SAYS THAT IT IS.
II.   SO THEN TO HAVE THIS ONENESS AT THE LORD'S TABLE WE MUST EXAMINE OURSELVES AS PAUL SAYS:  "LET A PERSON EXAMINE HIMSELF, THEN, AND SO EAT OF THE BREAD AND DRINK OF THE CUP" (V. 28, ESV).
     A.  PAUL SAYS THAT WE ARE TO DO THIS BECAUSE IT IS POSSIBLE TO FOR A CHRISTIAN TO TAKE THE LORD'S SUPPER TO THEIR HARM, "FOR ANYONE WHO EATS AND DRINKS WITHOUT DISCERNING THE BODY EATS AND DRINKS JUDGMENT ON HIMSELF.  THAT IS WHY MANY OF YOU ARE WEAK AND ILL, AND SOME HAVE DIED" (VV. 29, 30, ESV)..….. .IT IS A SERIOUS THING TO HEAR THE WORDS  OF JESUS :  "THIS IS MY BODY…..THIS IS MY BLOOD" AND NOT BELIEVE HIM THIS IS ANOTHER REASON WE PRACTICE CLOSED COMMUNION…..IF A VISITOR COMES TO OUR CHURCH WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN TAUGHT OR WHAT THEY BELIEVE ABOUT THE 
LORD'S SUPPER.  AND SO UNTIL WE DO GET TO KNOW THEM WE ASK THEM TO REFRAIN FROM 
TAKING THE LORD'S SUPPER SO THAT THEY DO NOT TAKE IT TO THEIR HARM. ….. …AND SO THIS IS WHY PAUL ENCOURAGES US TO EXAMINE OURSELVES SO THAT AS PAUL SAYS:  "…IF WE JUDGED OURSELVES TRULY, WE WOULD NOT BE JUDGED" (V. 31, ESV)..   AND THEY ONLY WAY WE CAN PROPERLY EXAMINE OURSELVES IS TO BE PROPERLY TAUGHT THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, INCLUDING THE LORD'S SUPPER, WHAT IT IS, WHAT IT'S BENEFITS ARE AND HOW TO TAKE IT IN A WORTHY MANNER.  THIS IS ONE OF THE PURPOSES OF OUR ADULT INFORMATION CLASS.
    B.  SO THEN HOW DO WE EXAMINE OURSELVES?   MARTIN LUTHER PREPARED SOME QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO PARTICIPATE IN THE LORD'S SUPPER.  1)  DO YOU BELIEVE THAT YOU ARE A SINNER?  YES, I BELIEVE IT.  I AM A SINNER.  2)  "HOW DO YOU KNOW THIS?  FROM THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, WHICH I HAVE NOT KEPT.  3)  ARE YOU SORRY FOR YOUR SINS?  YES, I AM SORRY THAT I HAVE SINNED AGAINST GOD.  4)  WHAT HAVE YOU DESERVED FROM GOD BECAUSE OF YOUR SINS?  HIS WRATH AND DISPLEASURE, TEMPORAL DEATH, AND ETERNAL DAMNATION.  5)  DO YOU HOPE TO BE SAVED?  YES THAT IS MY HOPE.  6)  IN WHOM THEN DO YOU TRUST?  IN MY DEAR LORD JESUS CHRIST.  7)  WHO IS CHRIST?  THE SON OF GOD, TRUE GOD AND MAN.  8)  HOW MANY GODS ARE THERE?  ONLY ONE, BUT THERE ARE THREE PERSONS:  FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT.  9)  WHAT HAS CHRIST DONE FOR YOU THAT YOU TRUST IN HIM?  HE DIED FOR ME AND SHED HIS BLOOD FOR ME ON THE CROSS FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.  10)  HOW DO YOU KNOW THIS?   FROM THE HOLY GOSPEL, FROM THE WORDS INSTITUTING THE SACRAMENT, AND BY HIS BODY BLOOD GIVEN ME AS A PLEDGE IN THE SACRAMENT.  11)  DO YOU BELIEVE, THEN, THAT THE TRUE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST ARE IN THE SACRAMENT?  YES, I BELIEVE IT.  12)  WHAT CONVINCES YOU TO BELIEVE THIS?  THE WORD OF CHRIST:  TAKE, EAT, THIS IS MY BODY; TAKE DRINK OF IT, ALL OF YOU, THIS IS MY BLOOD.  13)  FINALLY, WHY DO YOU WISH TO GO TO THE SACRAMENT?  THAT I MAY LEARN TO BELIEVE THAT CHRIST, OUT OF GREAT LOVE, DIED FOR MY SIN, AND ALSO LEARN FROM HIM TO LOVE GOD AND MY NEIGHBOR.
CONCLUSION:  THE SUPPER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IS SO IMPORTANT THAT WE SHOULD NEVER TAKE IT LIGHTLY.  IT WAS THE NIGHT OF HIS BETRAYAL……ON THE CROSS HE WOULD GIVE HIS BODY AND BLOOD TO PAY FOR ALL OF OUR SINS.  AND IN HIS SUPPER HE GIVES US THAT SAME BODY AND BLOOD SO THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE THE FORGIVENESS THAT HE HAS WON.  THIS TRULY IS A MYSTERY.  WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND IT…BUT WE BELIEVE IT….WE BELIEVE IT BECAUSE JESUS SAYS "THIS IS MY BODY…..THIS IS MY BLOOD".  AND THIS IS WHY PARTICIPATION IN HIS SUPPER DEMANDS BOTH UNITY AND EXAMINATION.  …..AMEN.
