SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER             1 PETER 1: 3-9                 APRIL 27, 2014
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST, 
     HAVE YOU EVER DONE SOMETHING IMPORTANT OR SPECIAL FOR SOMEONE AND THEY DIDN'T APPRECIATE WHAT YOU DID?  THEY DIDN'T THANK YOU?  THE DICTIONARY DEFINES THE WORD "INGRATITUDE" AS "FORGETFULNESS OF OR POOR RETURN FOR KINDNESS RECEIVED".   I SUPPOSE THAT INGRATITUDE IS CLOSELY RELATED TO TAKING THINGS FOR GRANTED.  IF WE TAKE THINGS FOR GRANTED THEN WE ARE NOT LIKELY TO BE VERY THANKFUL FOR WHAT SOMEONE HAS DONE FOR US.  AND SO IT'S EASY FOR CHILDREN TO TAKE THEIR PARENTS FOR GRANTED AND AS A RESULT NOT BE VERY THANKFUL FOR ALL THAT THEIR PARENTS DO FOR THEM.   AND WE ADULTS CAN BE GUILTY OF THIS TOO…..NOT ONLY TOWARDS OTHER PEOPLE…..BUT EVEN TOWARDS GOD.  HOWEVER, INGRATITUDE CAN BE OVERCOME BY REMEMBERING….REMEMBERING WHAT SOMEONE……..OR WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR US.   AND SO THIS MORNING THE APOSTLE PETER IS REMINDING US……REMINDING US OF WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR US…..IN THE PAST, IN THE PRESENT…AND IN THE FUTURE…..HE DOES THIS SO THAT BY REMEMBERING WE MIGHT GIVE GOD THANKS AND PRAISE AS PETER SAYS:  "BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST!
I.  YES …….."BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST"   BECAUSE OF WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR US IN THE PAST.
     A.  PETER IS REFERRING TO THE LIFE, THE DEATH, AND THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST.  YES, TWO THOUSAND YEARS AGO IN A LAND FAR AWAY, IN A MAN CALLED JESUS, GOD SAVED US FROM SIN AND ETERNAL DAMNATION.  ON THAT FIRST CHRISTMAS JESUS CAME INTO OUR WORLD OF SIN AND DEATH TO DO WHAT WE AND NO OTHER HUMAN BEING CAN DO:   OVERCOME THE DOUBLE HEADED MONSTER OF SIN AND DEATH.   WE DIE BECAUSE OF OUR SIN….OUR REBELLION AGAINST GOD…OUR LIVING FOR SELF INSTEAD OF FOR GOD.  BUT JESUS HAS TAKEN CARE OF ALL OF THAT!  HE LIVED A SINLESS, HOLY, AND PURE LIFE OF LOVE…….PERFECTLY KEEPING ALL THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD….AND THEN, AMAZINGLY, INCREDIBLY,  HE DIED FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD FOR…YOUR SINS AND MINE…WHAT KIND OF LOVE IS THIS?  WITH HIS LIFE AND DEATH EVERYTHING NECESSARY FOR US TO BE RESTORED TO GOD HAS BEEN DONE…..AS HE SAID ON THE CROSS:  "IT IS FINISHED!"  AND THEN ON THE THIRD DAY, THAT FIRST EASTER…HE WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD TO DEMONSTRATE THAT SIN AND DEATH HAVE TRULY HAVE BEEN DEFEATED.  NO WONDER PETER SAYS  ….."BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST!
     B.  BUT THAT WAS TWO THOUSAND YEARS AGO…BUT THERE IS A MORE RECENT PAST----OUR PAST.   AT SOME TIME IN OUR PAST GOD PERSONALLY CAME INTO OUR LIVES WITH THIS MESSAGE OF JESUS CHRIST SO THAT WE MIGHT TRUST IN HIM FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS AND THE HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE.  OUR FAITH IS NOT OUR OWN DOING….OUR FAITH IS HIS DOING………AND WHEN HE BROUGHT US TO FAITH WE WERE CHANGED….WE WERE "BORN AGAIN" AS PETER 
REMINDS US:  "ACCORDING TO HIS GREAT MERCY, HE HAS CAUSED US TO BE BORN AGAIN…." (V. 3 ESV).   "ACCORDING TO HIS GREAT MERCY" PETER SAYS….OUR FAITH IS HIS DOING, NOT OURS.  WE HAVE NEVER SEEN JESUS AND YET WE BELIEVE IN HIM.  AND SO IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON JESUS IS TALKING ABOUT US WHEN HE TOLD THOMAS:  "BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN AND YET HAVE BELIEVED."  AND IN OUR SECOND LESSON PETER IS ALSO TALKING ABOUT YOU AND ME:  "THOUGH YOU HAVE NOT SEEN HIM, YOU LOVE HIM, THOUGH YOU DO NOT NOW SEE HIM, YOU BELIEVE IN HIM…." (V. 8, ESV).     AND HOW DID GOD DO THIS?….WITH HIS WORD AND WITH BAPTISM AS HE SAYS LATER IN THIS SAME LETTER:  "YOU HAVE BEEN BORN AGAIN….THROUGH THE LIVING AND ABIDING WORD OF GOD" (1: 23, ESV)…… AND HE ALSO SAYS "BAPTISM….NOW SAVES YOU" (3: 21, ESV).   IN VIEW OF ALL OF THIS HOW THEN CAN WE NOT SAY WITH PETER:  ….."BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST!
II.   SO MUCH FOR THE PAST …….WHAT ABOUT THE PRESENT?  WHAT ABOUT OUR DAILY LIVING?……AND PETER HAS AN ANSWER:  "GOD IS AT WORK IN OUR LIVES EVERYDAY".
     A.   YES, IT WAS IN THE PAST THAT GOD GAVE US THE GIFT OF FAITH BUT IT IS IN THE PRESENT OF EACH AND EVERY DAY THAT HE ALSO KEEPS US IN THIS SAVING FAITH …….PETER SAYS THAT WE : "BY GOD'S POWER ARE BEING GUARDED THROUGH FAITH…." (V. 5 ESV).  THE GREEK WORD FOR "GUARDED" WAS A MILITARY TERM THAT REFERRED TO A GUARD WHO PROTECTED OTHERS FROM AN ENEMY.  IN HIS LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS THE APOSTLE PAUL SAYS THE SAME THING AS PETER BUT IN A LITTLE MORE STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER:  "AND I AM SURE OF THIS, THAT HE WHO BEGAN A GOOD WORK IN YOU WILL BRING IT TO COMPLETION AT THE DAY OF JESUS CHRIST" (1: 6, ESV).   IN OTHER WORDS, GOD NOT ONLY GIVES US THE GIFT OF FAITH BUT HE KEEPS US IN THIS FAITH.  AND HOW DOES HE DO THIS?  IN THE SAME WAY THAT HE GAVE US FAITH:  BY HIS WORD AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE THESSALONIANS:  "…THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH IS AT WORK IN YOU BELIEVERS" (2: 13, ESV).   GOD'S WORD IS AT WORK IN US EVERY DAY….JUST AS PETER HAS TOLD US THAT WE WERE BORN AGAIN "THROUGH THE LIVING AND ENDURING WORD OF GOD"  HOW COMFORTING…..GOD HAS BEEN WITH US IN THE PAST AND HE IS WITH US IN THE PRESENT.…AND OUR RESPONSE ONCE AGAIN IS .. ….."BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST!
     B.  AND THIS MEANS THAT EVEN IN THE MIDST OF PROBLEMS AND DIFFICULTIES GOD IS WORKING IN OUR LIVES. .  IT'S EASY TO HAVE FAITH IN GOD WHEN EVERYTHING IS GOING GOOD.  IT'S NOT SO EASY TO HAVE FAITH WHEN LIFE BECOMES DIFFICULT.  AND YET PETER SAYS THAT GOD EVEN USES THESE DIFFICULT THINGS TO STRENGTHEN OUR FAITH:  ""YOU HAVE BEEN 
GRIEVED BY VARIOUS TRIALS, SO THAT THE TESTED GENUINESS OF YOUR FAITH…MORE PRECIOUS THAN GOLD.…MAY BE FOUND TO RESULT IN PRAISE AND GLORY AND HONOR" (VV. 6, 7, ESV).    FAITH IS LIKE A MUSCLE…WITHOUT USE….. IT ATROPHIES…IT GETS WEAKER….  BODY 
BUILDERS MAKE THEIR MUSCLES BIGGER AND STRONGER BY TESTING THEM WITH HEAVIER WEIGHTS OR MORE REPETITIONS…. BECAUSE IF THEY STOP….THEIR MUSCLES GROW SMALLER AND WEAKER….AND SO IT IS WITH FAITH……IN LOVE GOD USES PROBLEMS AND DIFFICULTIES TO TEST OUR FAITH IN HIS WORD….AND ESPECIALLY HIS PROMISES IN JESUS CHRIST.  …..AND AS WE RELY ON HIS PROMISES IN JESUS CHRIST…. OUR FAITH BECOMES STRONGER…AS PAUL WRITES IN ROMANS:  "AND WE KNOW THAT FOR THOSE WHO LOVE GOD ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD, FOR THOSE WHO ARE CALLED ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE" (8: 28, ESV).  "ALL THINGS" PAUL SAYS WORK TO OUR GOOD…...AND SO ONCE AGAIN WITH THANKFULNESS WE SAY WITH PETER ….."BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST!
III.  OK..WE CAN BE THANKFUL TO GOD FOR THE PAST AND THE PRESENT…BUT WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE?  
     A.  EVEN HERE WE HAVE REASON TO BE THANKFUL TO GOD.  INDEED PETER USES A WONDERFUL TERM ABOUT THE FUTURE SAYING THAT WE HAVE A "LIVING HOPE" (V. 3, ESV).   HOPE ALWAYS DEALS WITH THE FUTURE…..AND THE LIVING HOPE THAT PETER IS REFERRING TO IS JESUS CHRIST…………WHO IS ALIVE AND WELL AND SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER WHO SENT HIM TO BE OUR SAVIOR.  AND BECAUSE HE HAS BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD ONE DAY WE TOO WILL BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD…TO ETERNAL LIFE…THIS IS OUR INHERITANCE…ETERNAL LIFE .…….WHEN PARENTS DIE THEY OFTEN LEAVE AN INHERITANCE FOR THEIR CHILDREN…BUT THEY HAVE TO WAIT FOR IT.  AND SO IT IS WITH JESUS …..WE HAVE TO WAIT FOR OUR ETERNAL INHERITANCE….BUT IT WILL COME…IT IS GUARANTEED AS PETER SAYS:  "…AN INHERITANCE THAT IS IMPERISHABLE, UNDEFILED, AND UNFADING, KEPT IN HEAVEN FOR YOU….." (V. 4, ESV).   EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE TO WAIT FOR OUR ETERNAL INHERITANCE…..IT IS GUARANTEED,……..AND SO WE CANNOT HELP BY SAY AGAIN WITH PETER, ….."BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST!"
    B.  AND THAT DAY WILL FINALLY COME.  THIS WILL HAPPEN WHEN JESUS RETURNS TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD OR AS PETER SAYS:  "AT THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST" (V. 7, ESV).  WHAT DAY THAT WILL BE!  SEEING JESUS FOR THE FIRST TIME!   JESUS WILL BE REVEALED FOR ALL TO SEE!  AND WHEN HE RETURNS HE WILL GIVE US OUR INHERITANCE THAT HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR US.  ON THAT DAY PETER SAYS THAT WE WILL OBTAIN WHAT PETER CALLS "THE SALVATION OF YOUR SOULS" (V. 9, ESV).  INDEED ON THAT DAY PETER SAYS THAT WE WILL RECEIVE "PRAISE, GLORY AND HONOR" (V. 7, ESV).   WE WILL HAVE A NEW BODY THAT WILL NEVER BECOME SICK, GROW OLD OR DIE…AN IMMORTAL BODY AND THEN WE WILL ENTER A NEW WORLD THAT IS BEYOND OUR CURRENT ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND….…..WHAT YOU AND I WILL SEE WILL BE A WORLD OF INEXPRESSIBLE JOY…….A JOY THAT WILL NEVER BE TAKEN AWAY FROM US AND SO 

PETER SAYS THAT WE "REJOICE WITH JOY"……A JOY SO GREAT THAT ONCE AGAIN WE WILL 

REPEAT THE WORDS OF PETER THAT WILL ECHO THROUGH ALL OF ETERNITY………….."BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST!"
CONCLUSION:  INGRATITUDE.  YES WE CAN BECOME UNGRATEFUL WHEN WE FORGET WHAT SOMEONE HAS DONE FOR US………AND THERE IS NOTHING WORSE THAN BEING UNGRATEFUL FOR WHAT GOD IN JESUS CHRIST HAS DONE FOR US IN THE PAST….WHAT HE IS DOING FOR US IN THE PRESENT AND WHAT HE WILL DO FOR US  IN THE FUTURE………BUT THIS MORNING PETER HAS ONCE AGAIN REMINDED US OF THESE THINGS…SO THEN ....HOW CAN WE NOT SAY WITH PETER………WOULD  YOU SAY IT WITH ME?............ BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST!"  AMEN.
