SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER            1 PETER 1: 17-21                MAY 8, 2011
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,

     WE KNOW THAT BECAUSE OF JESUS’ DEATH AND RESURRECTION THAT WE HAVE PEACE WITH GOD THROUGH THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS.  BECAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST ONE DAY OUR BODIES WILL BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD TO LIVE FOREVER IN A NEW WORLD.  THIS IS ALL OURS….NOT BECAUSE OF ANYTHING THAT WE HAVE DONE BUT ONLY BECAUSE OF GOD’S MERCY AND GRACE IN JESUS CHRIST.  HOWEVER, SOMEONE COULD EASILY GET THE IDEA THAT SINCE WE ARE NOT SAVED BY WHAT WE DO…THEN WHAT DO IS NOT IMPORTANT.    SINCE WE ARE FORGIVEN….WHY NOT JUST SIN ALL WE WANT?  BUT SUCH THINKING IS NOT ONLY WRONG….BUT SUCH THINKING COLD ACTUALLY DESTROY OUR FAITH.  INDEED, IF WE ARE NOT CONCERNED ABOUT HOW WE LIVE….THEN WE EITHER DON’T HAVE FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST…..OR WE ARE IN DANGER OF LOOSING OUR FAITH.   WE CANNOT HAVE FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST AND BE INDIFFERENT TO SIN.  AND YET SIN IS ALL ROUND US.  WE SEE IT EVERYDAY…..EVEN IN OUR OWN LIVES.  SO WHAT ARE WE TO DO?  HOW ARE WE TO LIVE?  THIS MORNING THE APOSTLE PETER TELLS US:  “LIVE AS EXILES IN THIS WORLD OF SIN.”
I.  OUR LORD JESUS DIED ON THE CROSS TO NOT ONLY FORGIVE US THE GUILT OF OUR SINS, BUT HE DIED TO ALSO SET US FREE FROM THE POWER OF SIN AND SINNING AS HE SAYS LATER IN THIS LETTER:  .“HE HIMSELF BORE OUR SINS IN HIS BODY ON THE TREE, THAT WE MIGHT DIE TO SIN AND LIVE TO RIGHTEOUSNESS” (2:24, ESV).
     A.  PETER REMINDS US THAT LIVING IN SIN IS A VERY EMPTY WAY OF LIFE.  HE CALLS LIFE WITHOUT JESUS CHRIST “FUTILE”.    THIS GREEK WORD REFERS TO A LIFE WITHOUT MEANING OR PURPOSE OR HOPE.  WHAT IS LIFE WITHOUT JESUS CHRIST?  ISN’T ABOUT PURSUING HAPPINESS?  BUT WHAT IS HAPPINESS?  UNFORTUNATELY, THE ANSWER HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH GOD OR JESUS CHRIST.  IT USUALLY MEANS THE PURSUIT AND ATTAINMENT OF SOME KIND OF PLEASURE.  BUT HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED THAT PLEASURE NEVER LASTS?  PLEASURE IS FLEETING, LASTING JUST FOR A MOMENT AND THEN….AND THEN….IT IS GONE.  AND THIS IS WHY PLEASURABLE ACTIVITIES HAVE TO BE REPEATED OVER AND OVER AGAIN.  AND THAT’S WHY SOME OF THESE PLEASURES CAN BECOME ADDICTIVE.  BUT SUCH A LIFE CAN BECOME VERY SHALLOW AND EMPTY FOLLOWING THE ANCIENT PROVERBIAL SAYING:  “EAT, DRINK, AND BE MERRY….FOR TOMORROW WE DIE.”  AND OUR AMERICAN CULTURE PROVIDES ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES TO SATISFY OUR PLEASURES.  BUT WITHOUT JESUS CHRIST HOW DOES A PERSON DEAL WITH THE HARSH REALITIES OF LIFE INCLUDING DEATH?  AT THE TIME OF DEATH, NO PLEASURE OF THIS WORLD WILL GIVE COMFORT OR HOPE.  BUT JESUS CHRIST GIVES BOTH COMFORT AND HOPE IN THE RESURRECTION TO ETERNAL LIFE.
     B.  AND BESIDES, PETER REMINDS US THAT SIN BRINGS GOD’S JUDGMENT:  “…YOU CALL ON HIM AS FATHER WHO JUDGES IMPARTIALLY ACCORDING TO EACH ONE’S DEEDS….”  EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE GOD’S FORGIVENESS WE MUST NEVER THINK THAT GOD DOES NOT CARE HOW WE LIVE.  OF COURSE GOD CARES HOW WE LIVE.  AND NOTHING HIS HIDDEN FROM HIS SIGHT.  IN HIS LETTER TO THE ROMANS PAUL SAYS THE SAME THING IN A STRONGER WAY:  “FOR IF YOU LIVE ACCORDING TO THE FLESH YOU WILL DIE, BUT IF BY THE SPIRIT YOU PUT TO DEATH THE DEEDS OF THE BODY, YOU WILL LIVE” (8:13, ESV).   AND IN HIS LETTER TO THE GALATIANS HE WRITES:  “DO NOT BE DECEIVED: GOD IS NOT MOCKED, FOR WHATEVER ONE SOWS, THAT WILL HE ALSO REAP. FOR THE ONE WHO SOWS TO HIS OWN FLESH WILL FROM THE FLESH REAP CORRUPTION, BUT THE ONE WHO SOWS TO THE SPIRIT WILL FROM THE SPIRIT REAP ETERNAL LIFE” (6: 6-8, ESV).  IN OTHER WORDS, SIN NOT ONLY LEADS TO AN EMPTY, FUTILE WAY OF LIFE WITH NO MEANING OR HOPE, BUT IT CAN ALSO HARM OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.    AND OBVIOUSLY OUR LORD JESUS DIED ON THE CROSS NOT ONLY TO FORGIVE US BUT THAT WE ALSO MIGHT HATE SIN AND DIE AND LIVE IN A NEW WAY.  THAT’S WHY IN OUR FIRST READING THE SAME APOSTLE PETER SAYS:  “SAVE YOURSELVES FROM THIS CROOKED GENERATION” (ACTS 2: 40, ESV).
II.  AND THEN PETER REMINDS US HOW VALUABLE OUR SALVATION IS: GOD GAVE HIS OWN SON TO DIE FOR US.  NOW WHEN PEOPLE BUY A NEW CAR OR A HOUSE, THEY USUALLY TAKE VERY GOOD CARE OF IT.  WHY?  BECAUSE IT COST THEM A LOT OF MONEY.   AND SO IT IS WITH OUR SALVATION FROM SIN, DEATH, AND DAMNATION.  IT COST A LOT.  TRUE, IT COST US NOTHING.  BUT IT COST JESUS HIS LIFE.  
    A.  WOULD YOU GIVE YOUR CHILD OVER TO DEATH TO PAY FOR THE SINS OF OSAMA BIN LADEN?  I FEAR WE OFTEN JUST TAKE THE DEATH OF GOD’S SON FOR GRANTED….OR EVEN WORSE….WE THINK GOD OWED US THE DEATH OF HIS OWN SON.  BUT GOD OWED US NOTHING BUT HIS WRATH AND CONDEMNATION.  BUT HE GAVE US HIS SON INSTEAD AS PETER REMINDS US THIS MORNING:  “…YOU WERE RANSOMED FROM THE FUTILE WAYS INHERITED FROM YOUR FOREFATHERS, NOT WITH PERISHABLE THINGS SUCH AS SILVER OR GOLD, BUT WITH THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST….”   WE WERE REMINDED OF THIS TRUTH ON GOOD FRIDAY WHEN WE STOOD AT THE CROSS AND SAW THE BRUTALITY OF HIS DEATH AND THE ANGUISH OF HIS CRY:  “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME.”    JESUS BLOOD IS PRECIOUS BECAUSE HE WAS SINLESS.  HE DID NOT DESERVE TO DIE AS PETER REMINDS US:  “…LIKE THAT OF A LAMB WITHOUT BLEMISH OR SPOT.”  ALL OF THE ANIMAL SACRIFICES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WERE TO BE WITHOUT ANY KIND OF BLEMISH OR DEFECT.  THIS SYMBOLIZED THE SINLESSNESS OF THE MESSIAH WHO WOULD COME.  JESUS DIDN’T HAVE ANY SIN AS AGAIN PETER SAYS LATER IN THIS SAME LETTER:  “HE COMMITTED NO SIN, NEITHER WAS DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH” (2: 22, ESV).   IF YOU WERE IN DOWN TOWN SEATTLE AND SOMEONE APPROACHED YOU AND THREATENED TO KILL YOU IF YOU DID NOT GIVE THEM ALL OF YOUR MONEY…….YOU’D PROBABLY GIVE THEM ALL OF YOUR MONEY.  WHY?  BECAUSE YOUR LIFE IS MORE PRECIOUS THAN MONEY.  AND SO IT IS WITH CHRIST AS PETER REMINDS US:  “…YOU WERE RANSOMED FROM THE FUTILE WAYS INHERITED FROM YOUR FOREFATHERS, NOT WITH PERISHABLE THINGS SUCH AS SILVER OR GOLD, BUT WITH THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST….”   WITH SUCH A HIGH COST FOR OUR FORGIVENESS AND LIFE WITH GOD HOW THEN CAN WE BE INDIFFERENT TO THE SIN THAT CAUSED HIM TO DIE?  WE CANNOT.  HIS BLOOD IS TOO PRECIOUS TO DO THAT.
     B.  AND FINALLY, PETER TELLS US SOMETHING ELSE THAT IS AMAZING.  BEFORE GOD CREATED THE WORLD HE KNEW WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN.  HE KNEW THAT ADAM AND EVE WOULD CHOOSE TO LIVE FOR THEMSELVES INSTEAD OF THE GOD WHO GAVE THEM LIFE IN THE GARDEN OF ED.  AND SO EVEN BEFORE HE CREATED THE WORLD HE PLANNED TO SEND JESUS CHRIST TO SAVE THE WORLD FROM SIN AND DEATH AS PETER SAYS:  “HE WAS FOREKNOWN BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD….”  AND THAT’S WHY PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE GALATIANS: “BUT WHEN THE FULLNESS OF TIME HAD COME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON, BORN OF WOMAN” (4:4, ESV).   WHICH IS WHAT PETER SAYS IN OUR LESSON:  “…BUT WAS MANIFEST IN THE LAST TIMES FOR YOUR SAKE.”  “FOR YOUR SAKE” PETER SAYS.  EVERYTHING JESUS DID HE DID FOR YOU, HIS SINLESS LIFE, HIS DEATH UPON THE CROSS, and HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD…ALL FOR YOU….SO THAT YOU CAN HAVE ETERNAL LIFE WITH GOD THROUGH THE FORGIVENESS OF YOUR SINS.  JESUS HAS DONE EVERYTHING FOR YOUR SALVATION….THE ONLY THING LEFT………..IS HIS COMING BACK TO RAISE YOU FROM THE DEAD AND TO TAKE YOU TO THAT NEW WORLD THAT WILL BE PREPARED FOR US…A WORLD WITHOUT SIN AND DEATH.  AND THIS IS WHY PETER TELLS YOU THAT YOUR “FAITH AND HOPE ARE IN GOD.”   HOW, THEN, CAN WE BE INDIFFERENT TO SIN WHEN GOD HAS DONE ALL OF THIS FOR US?  HE LOVED US SO MUCH AS TO PLAN THIS FOR US, NOT ONLY BEFORE WE WERE BORN, BUT BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD.
CONCLUSION:   THIS MORNING PETER HAS REMINDED US OF WHAT WE NEED TO BE CONSTANTLY REMINDED:  WE ARE “EXILES”.  AN “EXILE” IS SOMEONE WHO IS AWAY FROM HIS HOME COUNTRY.  YOU AND I ARE AWAY FROM OUR HOME COUNTRY.  AMERICA IS NOT OUR HOME COUNTRY.  AND IF YOU DIDN’T KNOW THIS, THAT’S WHY PETER HAD TO REMIND YOU THIS MORNING.  AMERICAN IS NOT OUR HOME COUNTRY.  OUR HOME COUNTRY IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD… THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH THAT JESUS WILL GIVE US WHEN HE COMES BACK AND RAISES US FROM THE DEAD.  SO PAUL WRITES IN HIS LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS:  “BUT OUR CITIZENSHIP IS IN HEAVEN, AND FROM IT WE AWAIT A SAVIOR, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST” SEE?  OUR CITIZENSHIP IS IN HEAVEN.  THAT’S WHAT PETER MEANS WHEN HE SAYS THAT WE ARE “EXILES”.   IT’S EASY TO REMEMBER THAT WE ARE CITIZENS OF AMERICA….IT’S NOT SO EASY TO REMEMBER THAT YOUR REAL CITIZENSHIP IS IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD?  THE DAY WILL COME WHEN YOU WILL LOSE YOUR AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP.  IT’S CALLED DEATH.  BUT YOU CAN NEVER LOSE THE CITIZENSHIP THAT YOU HAVE IN JESUS CHRIST   IN AMERICA MUCH SIN IS ALLOWED AND TOLERATED, IT’S ALL AROUND US.  BUT NOT SO IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD.  THERE IS NO SIN HIS KINGDOM.  GOD TAKES SIN SO SERIOUSLY THAT HE GAVE HIS OWN SON TO SHED HIS PRECIOUS BLOOD TO PAY FOR OUR SINS.  THAT WAS THE COST:  THE DEATH OF THE SON OF GOD.   AND HE DID THIS SO THAT IN JESUS CHRIST WE MIGHT NOT ONLY HAVE THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS.  BUT THAT WE MIGHT ALSO RESIST SIN AND LIVE HOLY LIVES THAT SHOW HOW MUCH WE VALUE THAT DEATH.  AMEN.
