PENTECOST                       EPHESIANS 1: 15-23               10:00AM   MAY 19. 2013
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     WHAT A JOY IT IS FOR ME TO PREACH AT SAINT TIMOTHY’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY!  IN A MARRIAGE FIFTY YEARS IS A MAJOR MILESTONE CELEBRATED WITH GREAT JOY!  AND SO IT IS WITH SAINT TIMOTHY’S FIFTY ANNIVERSARY!   WHAT JOY!  AND WHEN SOMEONE TURNS FIFTY THEY ARE USUALLY CONSIDERED A MATURE PERSON WHO HAS BEEN SHAPED BY LIFE’S EXPERIENCES WITH LOTS TO TEACH AND TO GIVE OTHERS.  AND SO IT IS WITH SAINT TIMOTHY!  AND OF COURSE, TODAY IS “PENTECOST” WHEN WE CELEBRATE THE GIVING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE BIRTHDAY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH.   THE WORD PENTECOST IS THE NEW TESTAMENT GREEK WORD THAT MEANS FIFTIETH. PENTECOST WAS A JEWISH HOLIDAY THAT TOOK PLACE FIFTY DAYS AFTER PASSOVER AND CELEBRATED THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE HARVEST.  AND IT WAS ON PENTECOST THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS GIVEN TO EMPOWER THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATION BY BAPTIZING AND TEACHING.  AND SO IT IS WITH SAINT TIMOTHY!  FOR THIS JOYOUS OCASSION I HAVE CHOSEN PAUL’S LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS CHAPTER ONE, VERSE 15-23.    EVEN THOUGH THESE WORDS WERE WRITTEN TO THE CHRISTIANS IN EPHESUS, THEY ARE ALSO “PAUL’S PRAYER FOR SAINT TIMOTHY”.
I.  LIKE WITH THE PEOPLE OF EPHESUS THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS BROUGHT THE PEOPLE OF SAINT TIMOTHY TO FAITH IN OUR LORD JESUS WITH A LOVE FOR ALL THE SAINTS.  AND SO WHAT DOES PAUL PRAY FOR YOU?  IT IS THIS:  “THAT THE GOD OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, MAY GIVE YOU A SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND OF REVELATION IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM, HAVING THE EYES OF YOUR HEARTS ENLIGHTENED, THAT YOU MAY KNOW WHAT IS THE HOPE TO WHICH HE HAS CALLED YOU, WHAT ARE THE RICHES OF HIS GLORIOUS INHERITANCE IN THIS SAINTS…” {VV. 16-18, ESV).
     A.   ON THIS FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY PAUL PRAYS THAT YOU FULLY UNDERSTAND THE HOPE THAT YOU HAVE IN JESUS CHRIST.  AN INHERITANCE IS WHAT CHILDREN GET WHEN THEIR PARENTS DIE.  OVER THE COURSE OF THEIR LIVES A HUSBAND AND A WIFE TEND TO ACCUMULATE MONEY AND THINGS.  IT MIGHT BE A LOT OR IT MIGHT BE A LITTLE.  BUT IT’S WHAT THEY LEAVE BEHIND FOR THEIR CHILDREN WHEN THEY LEAVE THIS WORLD.   BUT UNLIKE THE INHERITANCE WE GET FROM OUR PARENTS, MONEY AND THINGS, OUR INHERITANCE IN JESUS CHRIST IS ETERNAL LIFE..  THIS IS SO MUCH BETTER THAN MONEY AND THINGS!  AND THIS IS WHY PAUL CALLS IT A “GLORIOUS INHERITANCE.”  I’M AFRAID THAT WE CHRISTIANS DON’T THINK ENOUGH ABOUT THIS GLORIOUS INHERITANCE THAT WE HAVE IN JESUS CHRIST…..AND SO ON THIS 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION PAUL PRAYS THAT GOD GIVE YOU THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM TO KNOW WHAT A GREAT INHERITANCE YOU HAVE IN JESUS CHRIST. .  AND WE NEED SUCH PRAYERS.  BECAUSE SOMETIMES LIFE IS SO GOOD IN THIS WORLD THAT WE GIVE VERY LITTLE THOUGHT TO OUR GLORIOUS INHERITANCE THAT JESUS WILL GIVE US….  OR PERHAPS WE PREACHERS DON’T PREACH ON IT 
ENOUGH.   BUT WE SHOULD OFTEN REMEMBER OUR GLORIOUS INHERITANCE BECAUSE IT WILL BE 
SO MUCH BETTER THAN THIS WORLD WE LIVE IN.   OUR SECOND READING GIVES US A GLIMPSE INTO THE GLORIOUS INHERITANCE THAT AWAITS US:  “THEN I SAW A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH, FOR THE FIRST HEAVEN AND THE FIRST EARTH HAD PASSED AWAY….AND I HEARD A LOUD VOICE FROM THE THRONE SAYING ‘BEHOLD, THE DWELLING PLACE OF GOD IS WITH MAN…HE WILL WIPE AWAY EVERY TEAR FROM THEIR EYES, AND DEATH SHALL BE NO MORE, NEITHER SHALL THERE BE MOURNING, NOR CRYING, NOR PAIN ANYMORE, FOR THE FORMER THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY” (REV. 21: 1, 3,4, ESV).   THIS IS YOUR INHERITANCE:  A NEW WORLD WITHOUT SIN AND GUILT; A NEW WORLD WITHOUT WORRY OR FEAR: A NEW WORLD WITHOUT SICKNESS OR DEATH.  A NEW WORLD LIVED IN THE VERY PRESENCE OF GOD AS ADAM AND EVE DID AT THE BEGINNING OF TIME.  AND THIS WILL ALL BE GIVEN TO US WHEN JESUS RETURNS TO RAISE US FROM THE DEAD WITH NEW GLORIFIED BODIES THAT WILL NEVER GROW OLD OR DIE.   CAN YOU IMAGINE THE JOY WE WILL HAVE IN THAT FIRST SPLIT SECOND THAT WE WILL SEE OUR DEAR LORD JESUS CHRIST FOR THE FIRST TIME!?  THIS IS YOUR HOPE, YOUR GLORIOUS INHERITANCE.  AND SO PAUL’S PRAYER FOR THE EPHESIANS IS ALSO HIS PRAYER FOR YOU:  “THAT YOU MAY KNOW WHAT IS THE HOPE TO WHICH HE HAS CALLED YOU.”
    B.  BUT THERE IS MORE.  PAUL PRAYS THAT YOU BE CERTAIN, ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN ABOUT YOUR GLORIOUS INHERITANCE.  YES, YOU SHOULD AND CAN BE CERTAIN.  WHY?  BECAUSE IT DOESN’T DEPEND ON YOU IN ANY WAY.  IT DOESN’T DEPEND ON WHAT YOU THINK OR FEEL.  IT DOESN’T DEPEND ON WHAT YOU DO OR DON’T DO.  THIS GLORIOUS INHERITANCE DEPENDS COMPLETELY ON JESUS CHRIST WHO GIVES IT TO YOU AS A GIFT…..WITHOUT COST.  THAT’S WHY IT’S AN INHERITANCE.  NO ONE WORKS FOR AN INHERITANCE….IT IS GIFT.  EVEN A HUMAN INHERITANCE IS A GIFT……THE GIFT OF OUR PARENTS WHEN THEY DIE.  AND SO IT IS WITH JESUS CHRIST.  HE GIVES YOU THE INHERITANCE OF ETERNAL LIFE BECAUSE HE HAS NOT ONLY DIED…BUT DIED FOR OUR SINS.  YOUR DEBT TO GOD HAS BEEN CANCELED, PAID FOR IN FULL WITH HIS DEATH ON THE CROSS AS OUR LORD JESUS SAID “IT IS FINISHED!” (JOHN 19:30, ESV).   AND SINCE SIN IS THE CAUSE OF DEATH…..WITH SIN PAID FOR…….DEATH ITSELF HAS BEEN OVERCOME!   AND SO WHEN HE RETURNS TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD YOU HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR.  NOT ONE OF YOUR SINS WILL BE MENTIONED.  INSTEAD, HE WILL GIVE YOU YOUR GLORIOUS INHERITANCE WON FOR YOU BY YOUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS.  YOU CAN BE SURE OF IT.
II.  BUT UNTIL THAT DAY PAUL PRAYS THAT THE PEOPLE OF SAINT TIMOTHY GROW IN YOUR UNDERSTANDING THAT IN JESUS CHRIST GOD HIMSELF WORKS IN YOU AND THROUGH YOU.
    A.  ON THIS PENTECOST SUNDAY WE ARE REMINDED THAT FOR FIFTY YEARS THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS WORKED IN AND THROUGH YOU AS WE SANG IN OUR OPENING HYMN:  “HOLY SPIRIT, EVER WORKING THROUGH THE CHURCH’S MINISTRY; QUICKENING, STRENGTHENING, AND 
ABSOLVING, SETTING CAPTIVES SINNERS FREE…..(HYMN 650 LSB).  IN OUR TEXT PAUL REMINDS YOU THAT YOU ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST IN THIS PLACE.   THROUGH GOD’S WORD AND BAPTISM JESUS CHRIST LIVES IN YOU AND WORKS THROUGH YOU TO BRING THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST TO OTHERS AS HE SAYS IN OUR GOSPEL LESSSON FOR TODAY, “FOR THE SON OF MAN CAME TO SEEK AND TO SAVE THE LOST”.    FOR FIFTY YEARS THIS HAS BEEN THE MISSION OF SAINT TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH.  IN FIFTY YEARS SOME 2600 SERMONS HAVE BEEN PREACHED ON SUNDAYS NOT INCLUDING ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS LENT AND HOLY WEEK, FUNERALS AND WEDDINGS.  THE WORD OF GOD HAS BEEN TAUGHT COUNTLESS TIMES LEADING TO BAPTISMS AND CONFIRMATIONS.  AND FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS GOD’S PEOPLE AT SAINT TIMOTHY HAVE GIVEN THEIR MONEY TO SUPPORT THIS GOSPEL MINISTRY:  SALARIES FOR PASTORS AND STAFF, MATERIALS FOR TEACHING, FOR THE SUPPORT OF MISSIONS, AND PROPERY MAINTENANCE.   THE SICK HAVE BEEN VISITED AND THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVES ONES HAVE BEEN COMFORTED.  AND THE MEMBERS OF SAINT TIMOTHY HAVE ALSO GIVEN OF THEIR TIME TO SERVE IN THIS PLACE AS CONGREGATIONAL LEADERS AND SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS AS WELL AS OTHER POSITIONS.  AND HOW MANY ACTS OF LOVE AND KINDNESS HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED HERE IN THIS PLACE CALLED SAINT TIMOTHY?  ALL THE RESULT OF GOD WORKING IN AND THROUGH YOU.
     B.  BUT BEGINNING TOMORROW MORNING, SAINT TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH ENTERS THE FUTURE.  AND YOU CAN ENTER THAT FUTURE WITH JOY AND CONFIDENCE BECAUSE THE SAME JESUS WHO HAS BEEN WITH YOU IN THE PAST WILL ALSO GO WITH YOU INTO THE FUTURE AS PAUL WRITES:  “AND WHAT IS THE IMMEASURABLE GREATNESS OF HIS POWER TOWARD US WHO BELIEVE, ACCORDING TO THE WORKING OF HIS GREAT MIGHT THAT HE WORKED IN CHRIST WHEN HE RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD AND SEATED HIM AT HIS RIGHT HAND IN THE 
HEAVENLY PLACES, FAR ABOVE ALL RULE AND AUTHORITY AND POWER AND DOMINION…AND HE PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET AND GAVE HIM AS HEAD OVER ALL THINGS TO THE 
CHURCH, WHICH IS HIS BODY…..”   AND REMEMBER WHAT JESUS SAYS AT THE END OF 
MATTHEW’S GOSPEL:  “ALL AUTHORITY IN HEAVEN AND EARTH HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME.  GO 
THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS… AND I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS EVEN TO 
THE END OF THE AGE” (28: 18, 19, 20 ESV).   YOU SEE?  JESUS GOES WITH YOU INTO THE FUTURE.  HE 
WHO SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD TO RULE OVER ALL THINGS FOR HIS CHURCH IS WITH YOU AND GIVE YOU HIS SPIRIT….THIS IS HIS PROMISE TO YOU……..AND YOU CAN TRUST HIM.  HE WILL BE FAITHFUL TO YOU AS PAUL SAYS AS IN 1 CORINTHIANS 1: 9:  “GOD IS FAITHFUL, BY WHOM 
YOU WERE CALLED INTO THE FELLOWSHIP OF HIS SON, JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD.” (ESV).    INDEED, YOU CHOSE THIS FOR YOUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY THEME: “GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS”.   AND SO WE SING TODAY WHAT WE SANG ALSO ON MAY 4TH AT THE ANNIVERSARY DINNER:  “GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS” WHERE EACH STANZA ENDS WITH THE WORDS:   “GREAT IS THY 
FAITHFULNESS, LORD UNTO ME!”    AND BECAUSE HE IS FAITHFUL… YOU TOO CAN BE FAITHFUL TO HIM SO THAT WHEN HE RETURNS TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD HE WILL BE ABLE TO SAY TO THE PEOPLE OF SAINT TIMOTHY:   AS JESUS SAYS IN MATTHEW’S GOSPEL:  “WELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT! (MATT. 25: 23, ESV).  
CONCLUSION:   SO THEN MY DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST…THROUGH GOOD TIMES AND BAD TIMES……GOD HAS BEEN FAITHFUL TO YOU FOR FIFTY YEARS.  SO THEN, DO NOT BE AFRAID OF THE FUTURE.  BE CONFIDENT.  BE BOLD.  DON’T DWELL ON YOUR FAILINGS OF THE PAST…THEY ARE ALL FORGIVEN, WASHED AWAY IN THE WATERS OF YOUR BAPTISM.  THE LORD HOLDS OUT TO YOU A BRIGHT NEW FUTURE.  HE WILL CONTINUE TO WORK IN YOU, AMONG YOU AND THROUGH YOU.  DON’T BE DISTRACTED BY FOCUSING ON RESULTS. YOU ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR RESULTS…. FOCUS ONLY ON THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO YOU IN HIS WORD AND THE SACRAMENTS OF BAPTISM AND THE ALTAR…AND AS YOU FAITHFULLY USE HIS MEANS OF GRACE OUR LORD WILL BUILD HIS CHURCH. …BECAUSE AS YOU KNOW…. “GREAT IS HIS FAITHFULNESS.”   AMEN!
