THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST              LUKE 7: 11-17            JUNE 5, 2016
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     IT’S ALL AROUND US ALL THE TIME.  BUT WE USUALLY DON’T PAY TOO MUCH ATTENTION TO IT.  AND EVEN WHEN WE DO NOTICE IT WE ARE USUALLY NOT TOO CONCERNED BECAUSE IT HAPPENED TO SOMEONE ELSE AND NOT TO US.  I’M TALKING ABOUT DEATH.   WE ALWAYS LIKE TO THINK THAT DEATH HAPPENS TO OTHER PEOPLE…..BUT THEN EVENTUALLY DEATH COMES TO SOMEONE WE KNOW AND ONE DAY IT WILL COME TO US.  BUT UNTIL THAT DAY WE LIKE TO IGNORE DEATH.  BUT OF COURSE THIS DOESN’T CHANGE THE FACT THAT DEATH IS A PART OF LIFE.   DEATH IS IN THE WORLD BECAUSE OF MANKIND’S INSISTENCE ON LIVING FOR SELF INSTEAD OF FOR GOD.  THIS IS DISASTROUS BECAUSE GOD THE ONLY SOURCE OF LIFE.  CAN YOU IMAGINE HOW MUCH JOY WOULD BE BROUGHT TO THE WORLD IF SCIENTISTS CAME UP WITH A SOLUTION TO OLD AGE, SICKNESS AND DEATH?  NOT TO MENTION HOW MUCH MONEY COULD BE MADE!  BUT THAT WILL NEVER HAPPEN.  AND THAT’S OK. WHY?  BECAUSE GOD HIMSELF HAS ALREADY GIVEN US A CURE FOR DEATH:  JESUS CHRIST.  AND WE SEE THAT CURE IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON FOR THIS MORNING WHERE JESUS BROUGHT A SON “FROM DEATH TO LIFE”. 
I.  LET'S BE HONEST…FROM A HUMAN STANDPOINT VICTORY OVER DEATH REALLY SEEMS IMPOSSIBLE.  DOESN’T IT?  AFTER ALL DEATH HAS A LONG HISTORY…AND IT LOOKS SO PERMANENT.  ONCE YOUR DEAD …….WELL, YOUR DEAD.  GONE.
     A.    PERHAPS MOST OF US HAVE SEEN A FUNERAL PROCESSION:   A LONG LINE OF CARS WITH THEIR LIGHTS ON AND WITH A POLICE ESCORT GOING TO A CEMETERY TO BURY SOMEONE.  PERHAPS YOU HAVE EVEN BEEN IN SUCH A FUNERAL PROCESSION.  MINUS THE CARS AND THE POLICE ESCORT, THAT’S WHAT JESUS ENCOUNTERED AS HE ENTERED THE SMALL VILLAGE OF NAIN.  AND IN THIS FUNERAL PROCESSION A WOMAN WAS OVERWHELMED WITH GREIF AND WEEPING BECAUSE SHE WAS ON HER WAY TO THE CEMETERY TO BURY HER SON….HER ONLY CHILD.  HOW SAD.  BUT THIS WAS MADE EVEN SADDER BY THE FACT THAT SHE WAS ALSO A WIDOW.  SHE HAD ALREADY GONE THROUGH THE GRIEF OF LOSING HER HUSBAND TO DEATH….AND NOW…. DEATH HAD TAKEN HER ONLY CHILD.  AND UNLIKE TODAY, SHE HAD NO SOCIAL SECURITY, NO MEDICARE OR MEDICAID… NO INSURANCE.  WHO WOULD TAKE CARE OF HER IN HER OLD AGE?  INDEED, THIS WOMAN HAD MANY REASONS TO BE OVERWHELMED WITH GRIEF AND ANXIETY.  WE ARE TOLD THAT A LARGE CROWD WAS WITH HER IN THE FUNERAL PROCESSION…AND NO DOUBT THEY SHARED IN HER GRIEF…. BUT THAT’S ALL THEY COULD DO.  FOR LIKE THIS MOTHER….THEY TOO WERE HELPLESS….THEY COULD NOT BRING HER SON BACK TO LIFE.  
     B.  BUT THEN SOMETHING UNEXPECTED AND WONDERFUL HAPPENED.  AS THEY WERE LEAVING THE VILLAGE THEY MET ANOTHER PROCESSION OF PEOPLE……..IT TOO WAS LARGE……YES, EVEN BIGGER THAN THE FUNERAL PROCESSION.  IT WAS LED BY JESUS AND WHAT HAPPENED NEXT WAS 
AMAZING TO EVERYONE.  FIRST, HE STOPPED THE PROCESSION.  THIS WAS SHOCKING BEHAVIOR
BECAUSE IT WAS COMMON COURTESY TO STEP TO THE SIDE AND LET A FUNERAL PROCESSION GO 
BY…JUST LIKE TODAY CARS PULL OVER TO THE SIDE OF THE ROAD AND LET THE FUNERAL PROCESSION GO BY.  AND THEN THIS STRANGER DID A SECOND AMAZING THING:  HE TOLD THIS GRIEVING WOMAN TO STOP CRYING.  HOW RUDE.  HOW INSENSITIVE!….WHO IS THIS MAN TO SAY SUCH A THING?  ….AND THEN THIS STRANGER SAID TO HER DEAD SON:  “YOUNG MAN, I SAY TO YOU, ARISE” (V. 14, ESV).   NOW, OF COURSE, ANYONE COULD SAY THAT…THE REAL SHOCKER WAS WHAT HAPPENED NEXT:  “THE DEAD MAN SAT UP AND BEGAN TO SPEAK” (V. 15, ESV).  IT WAS IF HE WAS JUST AWAKENED FROM A NAP…NOW, IF YOU HAD BEEN THERE ON THAT DAY.... AND YOU SAW WHAT HAPPENED……HOW DO YOU THINK YOU WOULD HAVE REACTED?    WOULD YOUR MOUTH HAVE JUST DROPPED WIDE OPEN AS YOU STARED IN STUNNED AMAZEMENT?  WOULD YOU HAVE GASPED OR SCREAMED OUT LOUD?  OR MAYBE YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN SO STARTLED YOU WOULD HAVE JUMPED BACKWARD FROM THE DEAD MAN WHO WAS NOW ALIVE?  AFTER THE INITIAL SHOCK OF THE DEAD MAN COMING BACK TO LIFE....LUKE TELLS US:   “AND JESUS GAVE HIM TO HIS MOTHER” (V. 15, ESV).   HOW TOUCHING….AND THEN THERE WERE DIFFERENT KINDS OF TEARS………TEARS OF UNSPEAKABLE JOY.
II.  NOW WHEN THE CROWD SAW THIS THEY SAID, "A GREAT PROPHET HAS ARISEN AMONG US!" (V. 16, ESV).   NO DOUBT THEY MEANT THIS TO BE A COMPLIMENT FOR JESUS…BUT JESUS IS FAR MORE THAN A PROPHET.   IN OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON THE PROPHET ELIJAH ALSO RAISED THE DEAD…BUT NOT LIKE JESUS….DID YOU NOTICE THE DIFFERENCE?  ELIJAH HAD TO CALL ON GOD TO RAISE THE YOUNG SON FROM THE DEAD, "O LORD MY GOD, LET THIS CHILD'S LIFE COME INTO HIM AGAIN..AND THE LORD LISTENED TO THE VOICE OF ELIJAH" (1 KINGS 17: VV 21, 22, ESV).  BUT JESUS WHO IS GOD IN HUMAN FORM SIMPLY SPOKE AND THE YOUNG MAN CAME BACK TO LIFE, "YOUNG MAN, I SAY TO YOU, ARISE" V. 14, ESV)_.….AS GOD JESUS HAS POWER OVER DEATH…AND THAT’S WHY WE PUT OUR TRUST IN HIM.  FOR JUST AS JESUS RAISED THAT YOUNG MAN FROM THE DEAD, ONE DAY HE WILL RAISE US FROM THE DEAD.  AND THAT'S IMPORTANT.
     A.  FOR SOONER OR LATER… WE TOO WILL DIE.  DEATH SHOWS NO FAVORITISM....NO RESPECTER OF AGE…IT JUST SEEMS MORE TRAGIC WHEN A YOUNG PERSON DIES… BUT WHETHER WE DIE YOUNG OR DIE OLD…WE ALL WILL DIE.    SOME OF YOU HAVE ALREADY EXPERIENCED THE REALITY AND THE SADNESS OF DEATH…FOR CHILDREN CONTACT WITH DEATH USUALLY BEGINS WITH THE DEATH OF A PET…AND THEN A GRANDPA OR GRANDMA…AS WE GET OLDER OTHER PEOPLE IN OUR LIVES DIE… PARENTS, A HUSBAND OR A WIFE… AND SOMETIMES CHILDREN.  PERHAPS MANY OF US HERE THIS MORNING KNOW WHAT THAT MOTHER IN THE VILLAGE OF NAIN FELT LIKE:   SADNESS AND GRIEF AND THE FEELING OF HELPLESSNESS…. LIKE HER.. WE CANNOT STOP THE DEATH OF A LOVED ONE OR A FRIEND.  WE CANNOT EVEN STOP OUR OWN DEATH.  AND DEATH SEEMS SO 
PERMANENT.   ONCE YOU ARE DEAD-  YOU’RE DEAD.   AND BECAUSE DEATH IS SO UGLY AND SCARY WE TRY TO MAKE DEATH LOOK AS PRETTY AS POSSIBLE. FUNERAL HOMES TRY TO MAKE THE DEAD PERSON LOOK LIKE THEY ARE JUST SLEEPING IN THE CASKET.  BUT DEATH IS NOT PRETTY.  .NOW, WHY AM I BEING SO GRAPHIC AND GRUESOME ABOUT DEATH?  FOR TWO REASONS:  FIRST, BECAUSE THAT’S WHAT DEATH IS.— UGLY, SCARY, AND SAD.
     B.  BUT THERE’S ANOTHER REASON:  TO GLORIFY JESUS CHRIST.  BECAUSE AS HE DEMONSTRATED IN THE VILLAGE OF NAIN JESUS CHRIST HAS POWER OVER THIS UGLY, SCARY AND PERMANENT LOOKING THING CALLED DEATH.  THE PEOPLE IN NAIN COULD NOT DENY WHAT THEY SAW!  RIGHT BEFORE THEIR EYES THIS MOTHER’S DEAD SON WAS ALIVE AGAIN!  AND IT TOOK PLACE AS FAST AS YOU CAN BLINK YOUR EYES.  JESUS SPOKE….AND IMMEDIATELY THE SON WAS ALIVE!  BUT THE GREATEST DEMONSTRATION OF JESUS’ POWER OVER DEATH WAS HIS OWN RESURRECTION ON THE THIRD DAY AFTER HIS CRUCIFIXION FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD!  SIN BROUGHT DEATH INTO THE WORLD…JUST AS GOD HAD WARNED ADAM AND EVE.  THIS MEANS THAT IF SIN IS CANCELED…DEATH HAS BEEN DEFEATED…AND THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT JESUS DID ON THE CROSS…WHERE GOD PUNISHED JESUS FOR EVERY SIN THAT EVERY HUMAN BEING HAS OR EVER WILL COMMIT.  WHEN HE DIED….SIN WAS PAID FOR AND DEATH ITSELF WAS DEFEATED. AND HOW DO WE KNOW THAT?….BECAUSE OF THE THIRD DAY JESUS WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD……DEATH COULD NOT HOLD HIM.   SIN BROUGHT DEATH.  FORGIVENESS BRINGS LIFE.  OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH IS MEANINGLESS WITHOUT THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD.  IT’S IS CENTRAL AND FOUNDATIONAL TO OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH AS WE CONFESS IN THE CREED TODAY:  “I BELIEVE IN….THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING. AMEN.”   EVERY TIME WE SPEAK THESE WORDS OUR HEARTS, JUST LIKE THAT MOTHER IN NAIN, SHOULD LEAP WITH JOY AND COMFORT.  ONE DAY JESUS WILL RETURN TO RAISE US FROM THE DEAD…CAN YOU IMAGINE THE JOY OF THAT DAY?  TO BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD WITH NEW GLORIFIED BODIES NEVER TO DIE AGAIN!?  CAN YOU IMAGINE THE JOY OF THAT DAY WHEN WE WILL ONCE AGAIN SEE THOSE WHO DIED WITH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST:  GRANDPARENTS, PARENTS, HUSBANDS AND WIVES, CHILDREN, BROTHERS, SISTERS, UNCLES AND AUNTS, FRIENDS….AND DEAR FELLOW MEMBERS OF MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH.……...  ALL ALIVE AGAIN.  AND SO TWO OF MY FAVORITE HYMNS IN OUR LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK ARE # 878 “ABIDE WITH ME” AND # 883 “ALL PRAISE TO THEE, MY GOD THIS NIGHT.”  STANZA FIVE OF “ABIDE WITH ME” SAYS:  “…WHERE IS DEATH'S STING? WHERE, GRAVE, THY VICTORY? I TRIUMPH STILL, IF THOU ABIDE WITH ME”. AND I ESPECIALLY LIKE STANZA THREE OF “ALL PRAISE TO THEE, MY GOD THIS NIGHT” SAYS:  “TEACH ME TO LIVE THAT I MAY DREAD THE GRAVE AS LITTLE AS MY BED”.
CONCLUSION:  AND THIS JOYFUL HOPE IS POSSIBLE ONLY BECAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST WHO HAS POWER OVER DEATH ITSELF.   AND SO WE ARE TOLD THAT WHEN THE PEOPLE OF NAIN SAW WHAT
JESUS HAD DONE “THEY GLORIFIED GOD, SAYING….GOD HAS VISITED HIS PEOPLE!” (V. 16, ESV).  AND THAT’S WHY WE ARE HERE TODAY AND AS MANY OTHER SUNDAYS AS POSSIBLE….  TO GLORIFY GOD FOR THE GIFT OF JESUS CHRIST……. TO GLORIFY GOD FOR THE GIFT OF THE FORGIVENESS GIVEN TO US EVERY SUNDAY THROUGH HIS WORD AND SACRAMENT….  AND TO GLORIFY GOD FOR HIS VICTORY OVER DEATH…..TO GIVE HIM THANKS AND PRAISE IN THE LITURGY, THE HYMNS AND OUR PRAYERS. …AFTER THE PEOPLE OF NAIN SAW WHAT JESUS HAD DONE WE ARE TOLD, "THIS REPORT ABOUT HIM SPREAD THROUGH THE WHOLE OF JUDEA AND ALL THE SURROUNDING COUNTRY" (V. 17, ESV).   AND THIS, MY DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST,  IS THE MISSION OF MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH……….TO SPREAD THE REPORT ABOUT JESUS CHRIST……THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE PUGET SOUND…….AND ALL AROUND THE WORLD! ……….MAY GOD BE WITH US TO THAT END… AMEN.  
