THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST    JEREMIAH 20: 7-13              JUNE 25, 2017 wc 1724
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     PEOPLE WHO DON'T KNOW THEIR BIBLES OR THE CHRISTIAN FAITH VERY WELL ARE ALWAYS UPSET ABOUT ARGUMENTS AND CONFLICTS OVER GOD'S WORD.  YES, I KNOW…IT WOULD BE WONDERFUL IF THE WHOLE WORLD AGREED ON WHAT THE BIBLE SAID AND THERE WERE NO DIVISIONS AMONG CHRISTIANS….YES, THAT WOULD BE VERY NICE…..HAVING SAID THAT…….THIS HAS NEVER BEEN TRUE AND NEVER WILL BE TRUE.  EVER SINCE ADAM AND EVE'S FALL INTO SIN PEOPLE HAVE BEEN DOUBTING GOD’S WORD, DENYING GOD'S WORD, RESISTING GOD'S WORD AND ARGUING ABOUT GOD'S WORD. THE PROBLEM IS NOT GOD'S WORD……..THE PROBLEM IS SINFUL HUMAN BEINGS WHO DON'T LIKE HIS WORD AND WANT TO SIT IN JUDGMENT OF GOD’S WORD.  THIS MEANS THATWHOEVER WANTS TO BE FAITHFUL TO GOD'S WORD MUST BE READY TO DEAL WITH CONFLICT.  HAVING GOD'S WORD AND CONFLICT GO TOGETHER.....WHICH BRINGS ME TO MY FAVORITE PROPHET, JEREMIAH.  I ENCOURAGE YOU TO READ ALL OF JEREMIAH AS HE REMINDS US THIS MORNING THAT:  "GOD'S WORD BRINGS CONFLICT".
I. SINCE GOD’S WORD AND CONFLICT GO TOGETHER YOU AND I MUST BE READY FOR HOSTILITY AND CRITICISM EVEN AS IN SOME PLACES IN THE WORLD CHRISTIANS ARE MISTREATED AND EVEN KILLED.  AND SO….THERE MIGHT BE A TEMPTATION TO GO THE EASY WAY AND………NOT SPEAK GOD'S WORD, OR CHANGE GOD'S WORD TO MAKE IT MORE ACCEPTABLE.
    A.  IN THE DAYS OF THE PROPHET JEREMIAH EVEN GOD'S PEOPLE DIDN'T LIKE GOD'S WORD.  THEY HAD FALLEN FROM FAITH AND LIVED IN WAYS THAT WERE CONTRARY TO GOD AND HIS WORD:    THEY WORSHIPPED FALSE GOD.   THEY WERE SEXUALLY PERMISSIVENESS AND WERE CONCERNED ONLY ABOUT HAVING A LIFE OF WEALTH AND EASE… SO….GOD GAVE JEREMIAH THE TASK OF WARNING THESE PEOPLE THAT IF THEY DID NOT REPENT, SEEK GOD'S FORGIVENESS AND CHANGE THEIR WAYS……GOD WOULD DESTROY THE WHOLE NATION AND TAKE THE SURVIVORS TO A FOREIGN LAND…BABYLONG.   OH, NOW THERE'S AN UPLIFTING AND POPULAR MESSAGE!  OR TO PUT IT IN SASSY SLANG:  "OH, THANKS GOD, I'M SURE THAT IS GOING TO BE WELL RECEIVED~".  ON THE OTHER HAND, GOD WANTED JEREMIAH TO REMIND HIS PEOPLE OF HIS FAITHFULNESS, LOVE, AND FORGIVENESS…AND THAT SOMEDAY HE WOULD SEND HIS LONG PROMISED MESSIAH TO SAVE THEM FROM SIN AND DEATH.….BUT THE PEOPLE DIDN'T CARE EVEN ABOUT GOD'S LOVE OR HIS FAITHFULNESS.  AS SINFUL PEOPLE THEY SIMPLY WANTED TO LIVE LIFE ON THEIR OWN TERMS..……….AND SO…AS YOU CAN PROBABLY GUESS… JEREMIAH WAS NOT WELL RECEIVED.    HE LOST CLOSE FRIENDS AS HE SAYS IN VERSE TEN:  "LET US DENOUNCE HIM! SAY ALL OF MY CLOSE FRIENDS" (ESV).   AND INSTEAD OF BENG HONORED AS GOD’S SERVANT, HE WAS ACCUSED OF BEING A FALSE PROPHET WHO MISREPRESENTED GOD.   HE WAS RESISTED, PERSECUTED, BEATEN AND THROWN IN PRISON….  HE WAS CONSTANTLY THREATENED WITH DEATH.......... WELL…AS YOU 
CAN IMAGNE…. IT DIDN'T TAKE LONG FOR JEREMIAH TO FIGURE OUT THAT HE WAS EXPERIENCING ALL OF THESE BAD THINGS BECAUSE OF ONE THING:   GOD'S WORD!  AND HE BECAME ANGRY WITH GOD AS HE SAYS IN VERSE SEVEN:  "O LORD, YOU HAVE DECEIVED ME….I HAVE BECOME A LAUGHINGSTOCK ALL DAY.  EVERYONE MOCKS ME" (ESV).    DECEIVED BY GOD?  YES!  WOULDN’T YOU THINK THAT A SPOKESMAN FOR GOD, THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE, WOULD BE TREATED WITH GREAT HONOR AND RESPECT?!  BUT HE WASN'T.  HE WAS SUFFERING.  AND WHY?  BECAUSE HE WAS SIMPLY TELLING PEOPLE WHAT GOD TOLD HIM TO SAY!  GOD, THEN, WAS THE SOURCE OF THIS CONFLICT AND SUFFERING!   AND ALL HE HAD TO DO TO STOP ALL OF THESE BAD THINGS FROM HAPPENING TO HIM….. WAS TO STOP SAYING WHAT GOD TOLD HIM TO SAY.  THAT'S ALL……….JUST STOP…AND TELL PEOPLE WANTED TO HEAR……AND, YES, THE GREAT PROPHET CONSIDERED THAT AS HE CONFESSES TO US IN VERSE NINE:  "I WILL NOT MENTION HIM OR SPEAK ANY MORE IN HIS NAME" (ESV).  
     B.  BUT EVEN OUR LORD JESUS, WHO IS GOD IN HUMAN FORM…  EXPERIENCED CONFLICT AND SUFFERING FOR NO OTHER REASON…. THAN HE PREACHED AND TAUGHT… GOD'S WORD. ….THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS OF THE JEWS OFTEN CHALLENGED HIM AS MATTHEW TELLS US:  "BY WHAT AUTHORITY ARE YOU DOING THESE THINGS….?” (21: 23, ESV).IN JOHN’S GOSPEL THE PHARISEES MOCKED JESUS SAYING, “...THEY HURLED INSULTS AS HIM AND SAID…WE KNOW THAT GOD SPOKE TO MOSES.  BUT AS FOR THIS FELLOW, WE DON’T EVEN NOW WHEREE HE COMES FROM” (9: 28, 29, NIV).   DID YOU NOTICE THEIR CONDESCENDING AND DISMISSIVE WAY OF REFERRING TO JESUS?  "THIS FELLOW"?   JUST AS JEREMIAH WAS PERSECUTED….SO WAS JESUS……..TO THE POINT OF DEATH ON A CROSS AS WE READ IN MATTHEW'S GOSPEL:   "NOW THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE WHOLE COUNCIL WERE SEEKING FALSE TESTIMONY AGAINST JESUS THAT THEY MIGHT PUT HIM TO DEATH” (26:59, ESV).   AND JUST LIKE JEREMIAH ALL JESUS HAD TO DO WAS TO SIMPLY STOP SPEAKING GOD'S WORD OR AT LEAST SAY WHAT PEOPLE WANTED TO HEAR….  BUT HE DIDN'T….AND SO THEY PUT HIM TO DEATH….AND YET….IN THAT DEATH…GOD MADE JESUS THE SAVIOR OF ALL MANKIND, OUR SAVIOR, PUNISHING HIM FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD….YOUR SINS AND MINE….AND ON THE THIRD DAY HE WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD TO GIVE LIFE TO ALL WHO BELIEVE IN HIM, TO YOU AND ME.  JESUS BECAME OUR SAVIOR BY BEING FAITHFUL TO GOD’S WORD.  WE WOULDN’T HAVE A SAVIOR IF JESUS STOPPED SPEAKING GOD’S WORD….OR EVEN IF HE CHANGED IT TO BE MORE POPULAR.
II.   EVEN THOUGH THERE WERE TIMES THAT JEREMIAH FELT LIKE GIVING UP……AND TO STOP PREACHING GOD'S WORD…HE JUST COULDN'T DO IT….GOD'S WORD WAS TOO POWERFUL!  HE JUST HAD TO SPEAK IT AS HE SAYS IN VERSE NINE:  "BUT IF I SAY I WILL NOT…SPEAK ANY MORE IN HIS NAME, THERE IS IN MY HEART AS IT WERE A BURNING FIRE SHUT UP IN MY BONES, AND I AM WEARY WITH HOLDING IT IN AND I CANNOT" (V. 9, ESV).   
 GOD'S WORD WAS LIKE A BURNING FIRE IN HIS CHEST…….AND HE HAD TO LET IT OUT…..HE HAD TO "GET IT OFF OF HIS CHEST".   HE KNEW THAT GOD WAS A LOVING GOD, A MERCIFUL GOD, AND THAT WHATEVER GOD SAID IT WAS FOR OUR GOOD….EVEN IF IT DIDN'T SOUND LIKE IT…EVEN IF HE SAID THINGS THAT PEOPLE DIDN'T WANT TO HEAR.   IN OUR EVERYDAY LIVING IT'S USUALLY RUDE TO YELL AT PEOPLE…..BUT NOT ALWAYS.   IT'S NOT RUDE OR MEAN TO YELL AT SOMEONE "GET OUT!   NOW!  THE BUILDING IS ON FIRE!"   TO YELL THAT…IS AN EXPRESSION OF LOVE AND CONCERN FOR SOMEONE SO THAT THEY DO NOT DIE IN A FIRE.  LIKEWISE..….…JEREMIAH WAS MOVED AND MOTIVATED BY GOD'S LOVE……. GOD'S LOVE WHICH IS ALWAYS CONCERNED ABOUT THE WELL-BEING OF PEOPLE……..TO RESCUE THEM FROM GOD'S WRATH AND DEATH……BECAUSE  ALL WHO OPPOSE GOD WILL BE DEFEATED AS JEREMIAH SAYS IN VERSE ELEVEN:  "…MY PERSECUTORS WILL STUMBLE; THEY WILL NOT OVERCOME ME….FOR THEY WILL BE GREATLY SHAMED.  THEIR ETERNAL DISHONOR WILL NEVER BE FORGOTTEN" (ESV) YES, JEREMIAH KNEW THAT GOD'S JUDGMENT WAS COMING….BUT HE ALSO KNEW THAT GOD WAS WITH HIM AND HE SIMPLY TRUSTED IN HIS WORD AS HE SAYS IN VERSE TWELVE:  "FOR TO YOU HAVE I COMMITTED MY CAUSE” (ESV).  AND THIS IS WHY IN THE MIDST OF SO MANY TROUBLES AND HEARTACHE JEREMIAH COULD SAY:  "SING TO THE LORD; PRAISE THE LORD!  FOR HE HAS DELIVERED THE LIFE OF THE NEEDY FROM THE HAND OF EVILDOERS" (V. 13, ESV).
     B.  AND THIS WAS ESPECIALLY TRUE FOR OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.  HE WAS THE SINLESS SON OF GOD….AND YET….PEOPLE DIDN'T BELIEVE HIM.  THEY RESISTED HIM..…AND EVEN PERSECUTED HIM.  CAN YOU IMAGINE OUR LORD JESUS NOT TEACHING THE TRUTH OF GOD'S WORD BECAUSE PEOPLE DIDN'T LIKE IT?   BECAUSE IT WASN’T POPULAR?  JESUS NEVER COMPROMISED THE TRUTH OF GOD'S WORD…..HE NEVER TRIED TO CHANGE IT.  HE WAS SENT INTO THE WORLD BY HIS FATHER TO BE FAITHFUL TO HIS FATHER'S WORD.  INDEED, IF HE DENIED GOD'S WORD….HE WOULD DENY HIMSELF…BECAUSE HE IS THE WORD OF GOD IN HUMAN FORM AS JOHN REMINDS US IN HIS GOSPEL, "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD….  AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND DWELT AMONG US…." (1: 1, 14, ESV).   HE COULD NOT DENY HIMSELF AS HE ENTERED OUR WORLD TO GIVE HIS LIFE FOR THE WORLD AS HE SAYS IN JOHN’S GOSPEL:"FOR GOD SO LOVED THAT WORLD THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY SON SO THAT WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE" (JOHN 3: 16, ESV).   IF HE DENIED GOD'S WORD HE WOULD HIMSELF BE SINNER IN NEED OF A SAVIOR.   AND SO, LIKE JEREMIAH AND ALL THE PROPHETS….HE WAS NOT ONLY HATED …BUT HE WAS PUT TO DEATH……PUT TO DEATH FOR BEING FAITHFUL TO GOD'S WORD AND BECAME THE WORLD’S SAVIOR…YOUR SAVIOR..AND MINE.
CONCLUSION:     WHY THEN SHOULD IT BE ANY DIFFERENT WITH US?  WE ARE ALSO CALLED TO BE FAITHFUL TO GOD'S WORD…. WHICH WE MEANS WE TOO WILL HAVE CONFLICT.. AS JESUS 
TELLS US IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON: “THE DISCIPLE IS NOT ABOVE THE TEACHER, NOR A SERVANT ABOVE HIS MASTER….. IF THEY HAVE CALLED THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE BEELZEBUL, HOW MUCH MORE WILL THEY MALIGN THOSE OF HIS HOUSEHOLD" (MATTHEW 10: 24, 25, ESV).   I AM NOT SURE WHERE THE IDEA CAME FROM THAT BEING A CHRISTIAN IS EASY BUT…..IT IS NOT.   IN OUR CONFIRMATION RITE ONE OF THE QUESTIONS ASKED OF BOTH YOUTH AND ADULT CONFIRMANDS IS THIS:  "DO YOU INTENDED TO CONTINUE STEADFAST IN THIS CONFESSION AND CHURCH AND TO SUFFER ALL, EVEN DEATH, RATHER THAN FALL AWAY FROM IT?"  ANSWER:  "I DO, BY THE GRACE OF GOD".  "BY THE GRACE OF GOD".   GOD’S WORD IS EVERYTHING.  WITHOUT GOD’S WORD WE CANNOT KNOW THE TRUTH.  WITHOUT GOD’S WORD WE HAVE NO SAVIOR FROM SIN AND DEATH.  GOD’S WORD IS EVERYTHING.  BUT THERE WILL BE CONFLICT.  BUT IN JESUS CHRIST THE VICTORY IS ALREADY OURS.  VICTORY OVER ALL THINGS THAT OPPOSE GOD AND HIS WORD.  AND IN THAT NEW WORLD THAT HAS BEEN PROMISED TO ALL WHO TRUST IN HIM THERE WILL BE NO CONFLICT….ONLY VICTORY OVER ALL WHO HAVE OPPOSED GOD AND HIS WORD…BUT WE DON’T HAVE TO WAIT FOR THE DAY TO BE ABLE TO SAY WIKTH JEREMIAH:  "SING TO THE LORD; PRAISE THE LORD!  FOR HE HAS DELIVERED THE LIFE OF THE NEEDY FROM THE HAND OF EVILDOERS" (V. 13, ESV).   AMEN.
