THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                COL. 1: 1-14    JULY 10, 2016
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
      IN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH THERE IS A SPECIAL AND CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PASTORS AND GOD’S PEOPLE.  LIKE MARRIAGE …IT'S A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BY GOD.  HE DOES THIS THROUGH THE CALL PROCESS… AS WE ARE CURRENTLY DOING WITH OUR MISSION IN MOSCOW, IDAHO, HAVING CALLED PASTOR JONATHON KRENZ.  THE WORD “PASTOR” COMES FROM THE GREEK WORD THAT MEANS “SHEPHERD”.  IN THE BIBLE GOD’S PEOPLE ARE OFTEN COMPARED TO SHEEP…AND JUST AS SHEEP NEED SHEPHERDS…GOD'S PEOPLE NEED PASTORS.  JESUS IS THE CHIEF SHEPHERD, THE GOOD SHEPHERD… WHO LAID DOWN HIS LIFE FOR THE SHEEP.  AND HE HAS GIVEN OTHER SHEPHERDS, PASTORS, TO TAKE CARE OF HIS SHEEP.  WE SEE THIS CLOSE RELATIONSHIP IN OUR SECOND READING WHERE THE APOSTLE PAUL EXPRESSES HIS LOVE FOR THE CONGREGATION IN COLOSSAE.  AND WHAT HE SAYS IS “A PASTOR’S PRAYER”.  AND IT IS CERTAINLY MY PRAYER FOR THE MEMBERS OF MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH… HERE IN SEATTLE…AS WELL AS OUR MISSION IN MOSCOW, IDAHO.
I.   NOTICE…. THAT THE APOSTLE PAUL THANKS GOD FOR ALL OF THEIR BLESSINGS IN JESUS CHRIST..…AND I ALSO THANK GOD FOR ALL OF YOUR BLESSINGS IN JESUS CHRIST.   
    A.  FIRST, I THANK GOD FOR GIVING YOU THE GIFT OF FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST....BECAUSE THAT'S WHAT THE APOSTLE PAUL DOES AS HE SAYS…  “WE ALWAYS THANK GOD…SINCE WE HEARD OF YOUR FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS….” (VV. 3, 4, ESV).   PAUL THANKS GOD FOR THE COLOSSIAN'S FAITH IN JESUS.  WHY?  BECAUSE THEY DIDN'T BRING THEMSELVES TO FAITH IN JESUS… AND YOU DIDN'T EITHER….  FAITH IS NOT OUR DOING…IT IS A GIFT GIVEN BY GOD….AS PAUL SAYS, “…GIVING THANKS TO THE FATHER, WHO HAS QUALIFIED YOU TO SHARE IN THE INHERITANCE OF THE SAINTS IN LIGHT” (V. 12, ESV).    LIKE THE COLOSSIANS… YOU ARE NOT GOOD ENOUGH TO QUALIFY YOURSELF FOR ETERNAL LIFE.  BECAUSE OF YOUR SINS… LIKE ME AND ALL PEOPLE…YOU ARE QUALIFIED ONLY FOR HELL…BUT BY GIVING YOU THE GIFT OF FAITH IN JESUS…. GOD THE FATHER HAS QUALIFIED YOU FOR THE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE.  AND YOUR DEBT OF SIN TO GOD WAS CANCELED WHEN JESUS DIED FOR THEM ON THE CROSS.….THEN, AFTER YOU WERE BORN,  GOD ENTERED INTO YOUR LIFE WITH THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST AND BAPTISM….AND THROUGH THESE MEANS OF GRACE THE HOLY SPIRIT GAVE YOU FAITH BY TRUSTING IN THE FORGIVENESS THAT JESUS WON FOR YOU….AND IN BAPTISM HE MADE YOU A PART OF HIS KINGDOM AS PAUL SAYS:  “HE HAS DELIVERED US FROM THE DOMAIN OF DARKNESS AND TRANSFERRED US TO THE KINGDOM OF HIS BELOVED SON, IN WHOM WE HAVE REDEMPTION, THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS” (VV. 13, 14, ESV).    IT’S NOT VERY WELL KNOWN… AND CERTAINLY NOT VERY POPULAR…BUT EVERY HUMAN BEING, INCLUDING YOU AND ME, WERE BORN IN SATAN’S KINGDOM AND ENSLAVED TO HIM BY SIN AND DEATH..   BUT PAUL SAYS…  BY GIVING YOU THE GIFT OF FAITH IN JESUS GOD DELIVERED YOU FROM SATAN’S KINGDOM OF SIN AND DEATH AND BROUGHT YOU INTO, AS HE 
SAYS, "THE KINGDOM OF HIS BELOVED SON" WITH FORGIVENESS AND LIFE. THIS GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST WAS BROUGHT TO THE COLOSSIANS.. AS PAUL REMINDS THEM BY…“EPAPHRAS, OUR BELOVED FELLOW SERVANT” (V. 7, ESV).    AND SO IT WAS WITH YOU…TO RECEIVE THE GOSPEL AND BE BAPTIZED…GOD SENT SOMEONE TO YOU … IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN YOUR PARENTS OR ANOTHER RELATIVE….IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN A FRIEND… ..OR A PASTOR.   AND IN THIS WAY.. GOD GAVE YOU THE GIFT OF FAITH IN JESUS.   AND SO FOLLOWING THE PRAYER OF PAUL… I THANK GOD FOR YOUR FAITH IN JESUS.  
     B.   BUT I ALSO THANK HIM FOR THE GIFT OF HOPE THAT HE HAS GIVEN TO YOU… AS PAUL SAYS:  “BECAUSE OF THE HOPE LAID UP FOR YOU IN HEAVEN” (V.5, ESV).   THIS MIGHT BE CALLED THE "SPIRITUAL LAY AWAY PLAN". IT’S LIKE THIS HOPE HAS BEEN PUT ON A SHELF SOMEWHERE....IN HEAVEN…..YOU DON’T HAVE IT YET…BUT IT’S THERE…JUST WAITING FOR THE DAY WHEN JESUS RETURNS AT THE END OF THE WORLD.. AND TAKES IT OFF THE SHELF AND GIVES IT TO YOU AS WE CONFESS IN THE NICENE CREED:  “…I LOOK FOR THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD AND THE LIFE OF THE WORLD TO COME.” …. THE HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD.…AND NEW LIFE IN A NEW WORLD YET TO COME.  PEOPLE CANNOT LIVE LONG WITHOUT HOPE. WHEN PEOPLE LOSE HOPE THEY LOSE THE WILL TO LIVE.  BUT WHAT ABOUT DEATH?  WHERE IS HOPE IN DEATH?   ONLY IN JESUS CHRIST.  IN JESUS CHRIST GOD HAS GIVEN YOU A CERTAIN HOPE...THAT ONE DAY JESUS WILL RETURN VISIBLY TO RAISE YOUR BODY FROM THE DEAD TO BE A GLORIFIED BODY LIKE JESUS HAS HAD FOR OVER TWO THOUSAND YEARS:  A PERFECT BODY, A SINLESS BODY, A BODY THAT WILL NEVER DIE AGAIN; TO LIVE IN A NEW WORLD WHERE SIN, SUFFERING AND DEATH ARE NO MORE. AND TO LIVE IN THE VERY PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST, GOD THE FATHER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT.  YES, THIS IS THE HOPE THAT GOD HAS GIVEN TO YOU IN JESUS CHRIST...AND I GIVE HIM THANKS FOR THIS HOPE THAT YOU KNOW…
     C.  AND FINALLY I THANK GOD FOR THE LOVE THAT YOU HAVE FOR HIS CHURCH AND FOR YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST…AND FOR ALL PEOPLE.  IN OUR SHORT READING PAUL MENTIONS LOVE NOT ONCE BUT TWICE:  “…WE HEARD….OF THE LOVE THAT YOU HAVE FOR ALL THE SAINTS…….EPAPHRAS…HAS MADE KNOW TO US YOUR LOVE IN THE SPIRIT.” (VV. 7, 8, ESV).   ONCE AGAIN, IT IS GOD WHO HAS WORKED THIS LOVE IN YOUR HEARTS AND LIVES.  GOD HIMSELF HAS TAUGHT YOU HOW TO LOVE FROM KNOWING HIS LOVE FOR YOU IN JESUS CHRIST… A LOVE THAT IS SACRIFICIAL AND UNCONDITIONAL. AS JOHN SAYS IN HIS FIRST LETTER:  “WE LOVE BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US” (4: 19, ESV).   WE SEE THIS KIND OF LOVE IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON WITH THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN.  HERE JESUS TEACHES US THAT OUR NEIGHBOR IS ANYONE WHO IS IN NEED OF OUR CARE …AND WHO WE ARE ABLE TO HELP.…THAT IS OUR NEIGHBOR.  GOD'S LOVE IS SHOWN IN THIS PLACE CALLED MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH IN SEATTLE AS WELL AS MOSCOW.  LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER….LOVE FOR YOUR PASTORS…YES, 
EVEN LOVE FOR THOSE YOU DO NOT KNOW…HERE IN SEATTLE AND FAR AWAY….THOSE WHO ARE IN SPIRITUAL OR PHYSICAL NEED….THIS LOVE HAS BEEN GIVEN TO YOU BY GOD IN JESUS CHRIST……  AND I THANK GOD FOR YOUR LOVE.
II.  BUT A PASTOR’S PRAYER IS NOT ONLY GIVING THANKS TO GOD FOR WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR HIS PEOPLE..….BUT A PASTOR’S PRAYER IS ALSO GIVING THANKS TO GOD FOR HIS CONTINUED WORKING IN THEIR LIVES.
     A.   LIKE PAUL WITH THE COLOSSIANS, MY PRAYER TO GOD IS THAT ALL OF YOU MAY MORE FULLY UNDERSTAND JUST HOW MUCH HE REALLY LOVES YOU AND HOW MUCH HE HAS DONE FOR YOU…..SO THAT…. YOU MIGHT CONTINUE TO GROW IN YOUR FAITH, YOUR HOPE, AND YOUR LOVE.   THIS IS NOT ALWAYS EASY.  THERE ARE TIMES THAT WE CAN BE OVERWHELMED BY THE GUILT OF OUR SIN OR OVERCOME WITH DEPRESSION AND DESPONDENCY OR DISCOURAGED BY TROUBLES AND DIFFICULTIES OF THIS WORLD….AND IN SUCH TIMES OUR FAITH IN GOD'S LOVE AND HIS PRESENCE IN OUR LIVES CAN GROW WEAK…AND WE CAN DOUBT..  BUT GOD WILL ALWAYS BE PRESENT TO HELP YOU…..TO CONTINUE TO WORK IN YOUR LIVES THROUGH HIS WORD, YOUR BAPTISM AND THE SUPPER OF HIS SON.   BY FAITHFULLY USING THESE MEANS OF GRACE… GOD WHO GAVE YOU FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE IN JESUS CHRIST WILL CONTINUE TO STRENGTHEN YOU AS PAUL SAYS “MAY YOU BE STRENGTHENED WITH ALL POWER, ACCORDING TO HIS GLORIOUS MIGHT, FOR ALL ENDURANCE AND PATIENCE WITH JOY, GIVING THANKS TO THE FATHER….” (VV. 11, 12, ESV). "GIVING THANKS TO THE FATHER".  YES, I PRAY TO GOD THAT BY HIS POWER YOU WILL CONTINUE TO GROW IN FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE.  THAT IS MY PRAYER FOR YOU.
    B.  AND FINALLY I PRAY THAT AS YOU CONTINUE TO GROW IN FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE YOU WILL ALSO GROW IN YOUR LIVING FOR HIM … AS PAUL ALSO PRAYED FOR THE COLOSSIANS: “WE HAVE NOT CEASED TO PRAY FOR YOU…SO AS TO WALK IN A MANNER WORTHY OF THE LORD, FULLY PLEASING TO HIM, BEARING FRUIT IN EVERY GOOD WORK….” (VV. 9, 10, ESV).   BECAUSE GOD’S LAW TELLS US WHAT TO DO AND WHAT NOT TO DO IT’S …TEMPTING TO RELY ON GOD’S LAW TO LIVE FOR HIM …BUT THAT’S THE WRONG THING TO DO.  GOD’S LAW CAN TELL YOU WHAT PLEASES HIM…BUT IT CANNOT GIVE YOU THE POWER TO LIVE FOR HIM….. ONLY THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST CAN DO THAT.  YOU CANNOT LOVE A GOD WHO ONLY MAKES DEMANDS ON YOU AND THEN CONDEMNS YOU WHEN YOU FAIL TO DO WHAT HE SAYS.  BUT YOU CAN LOVE A GOD WHO GAVE HIS OWN SON TO DIE FOR YOU.   YOU CAN LOVE A GOD WHO FORGIVENESS YOU ALL OF YOUR SINS, COMPLETELY AND UNCONDITIONALLY.  YOU CAN LOVE A GOD WHO GIVES YOU ETERNAL LIFE IN THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD.   YES, THAT KIND OF A LOVE…GOD'S LOVE.. CAN GIVE YOU BOTH THE WILL AND THE ABILITY TO LIVE FOR HIM AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE GALATIANS,  "…I LIVE BY FAITH IN THE SON OF GOD, WHO LOVED ME AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR 
ME…" (2: 20, ESV).…   .AND SUCH IS MY PRAYER FOR YOU.
CONCLUSION:  SO THERE YOU HAVE IT:  “A PASTOR’S PRAYER”.  FIRST SPOKEN BY THE APOSTLE PAUL FOR THE CONGREGATION IN COLOSSAE………. AND MY PRAYER FOR YOU…….GOD’S 
PEOPLE HERE IN THIS PLACE CALLED “MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH…INCLUDING OUR MISSION IN MOSCOW, IDAHO".   PASTOR AND PEOPLE.  LIKE A MARRIAGE, GOD HAS BROUGHT US TOGETHER.  AND AS YOUR SHEPHERD IN JESUS CHRIST….I THANK GOD FOR GIVING YOU FAITH AND HOPE AND LOVE…..AND THAT HE WILL CONTINUE TO WORK IN YOUR LIVES SO THAT AS PAUL SAYS…YOU WILL.…. "…WALK IN A MANNER WORTHY OF THE LORD, FULLY PLEASING TO HIM, BEARING FRUIT IN EVERY GOOD WORK.." (VV. 9. 10, ESV)...  THAT’S TRULY “A PASTOR’S PRAYER”.  AMEN.
