SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST       EPHESIANS 1: 3-14                  JULY 15, 2012

MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,

     THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION OR PREDISTINATION IS PROBABLY ONE OF THE MOST DIFFICULT, CONTROVERSIAL AND LEAST UNDERSTOOD DOCTRINES IN THE BIBLE.  PEOPLE ARE EITHER CONFUSED BY IT, UPSET WITH IT……..OR BOTH.  WHEN I WAS A YOUNG MAN JUST STARTING TO READ THE BIBLE SERIOUSLY I REALLY STRUGGLED OVER THIS TEACHING.  BUT WE JUST CAN’T SIMPLY DISMISS THIS TEACHING.  PAUL SPEAKS VERY CLEARLY AND HE MEANS WHAT HE SAYS.  AND THIS TEACHING OF ELECTION/PREDISTINATION IS FOUND IN MANY OTHER PASSAGES IN THE BIBLE WHICH ARE JUST AS CLEAR.  SO WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?  WHY DO CHRISTIANS HAVE SUCH A HARD TIME WITH THIS TEACHING?  WELL, I MIGHT NOT KNOW ALL OF THE REASONS, BUT I KNOW OF AT LEAST TWO:   IT JUST DOESN’T MAKE SENSE TO US.  IT RAISES ALL KINDS OF QUESTIONS:  DOESN’T GOD LOVE EVERYONE?  AND DON’T PEOPLE HAVE TO MAKE THEIR OWN DECISION WHETHER THEY WANT TO BELIEVE IN JESUS OR NOT?  THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION/PREDISTINATION SEEMS TO DENY THOSE THINGS.  BUT THAT’S THE WRONG APPROACH.  IF GOD SAYS SOMETHING…WE ARE TO SIMPLY TO BELIEVE IT WHETHER WE CAN UNDERSTAND IT OR NOT.  DOUBTING AND QUESTIONING GOD’S WORD STARTED IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN.  AND SECONDLY, MOST PEOPLE DON’T UNDERSTAND WHY THE TEACHING OF ELECTION/PREDISTINATION IS SO IMPORTANT.  SO, THEN, LETS FIND OUT THIS MORNING AS PAUL IS “PRAISING GOD FOR CHOOSING US.”
I.  LET’S START WITH THE BASICS.  ISN’T IT OBVIOUS THAT THE HUMAN RACE CANNOT OVERCOME SATAN, SIN AND DEATH?  OF COURSE.    BUT GOD HAS.  FROM BEGINNING TO END THIS IS HIS DOING AS JESUS SAID ON THE CROSS:  “IT IS FINISHED!” (JOHN 19: 30, ESV).
     A.  INDEED, OUR SALVATION IN JESUS CHRIST BEGAN NOT ONLY BEFORE WE WERE BORN BUT EVEN BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD.  THAT’S WHAT PAUL SAYS:  “…HE CHOSE US IN HIM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD…HE PREDESTINED US FOR ADOPTION THROUGH JESUS CHRIST….HAVING BEEN PREDESTINED ACCORDING TO THE PURPOSE OF HIM WHO WORKS ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO THE COUNCIL OF HIS WILL” (VV. 4, 5, AND 11).   PRETTY CLEAR ISN’T IT?  AND VERY COMFORTING.  THIS MEANS THAT YOU AND I ARE NOT HERE BY ACCIDENT.  GOD PLANNED FOR US TO BE BORN JUST AS HE TOLD THE PROPHET, JEREMIAH:  “”BEFORE I FORMED YOU IN THE WOMB….I KNEW YOU…” (1: 5, ESV).   NOW SINCE GOD KNOWS ALL THINGS WE SHOULD NOT BE SURPRISED THAT HE EVEN BEFORE HE CREATED THE WORLD HE NOT ONLY KNEW ABOUT OUR BIRTH AND COMING INTO THIS WORLD…..BUT HE PLANNED FOR THAT TO HAPPEN.  AND GOD ALSO PLANNED FOR JESUS TO COME INTO TH E WORLD.  WHY?  BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT ADAM AND EVE WOULD BRING SIN AND DEATH INTO THE WORLD.  HE DIDN’T WANT THAT TO HAPPEN BUT HE ALLOWED IT BECAUSE HE HAD A PLAN TO OVERCOME IT:  SENDING HIS SON INTO THE WORLD TO SAVE IT FROM SIN AND DEATH.  AND THIS IS WHY THE OLD TESTAMENT THE PROPHETS COULD SPEAK ABOUT HIS COMING AS WE SAW IN OUR RECENT SUNDAY MORNING STUDY:  CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.  BUT THERE IS MORE…..BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD GOD NOT ONLY PLANNED TO SEND JESUS INTO THE WORLD………BUT HE ALSO PLANNED TO GIVE YOU FAITH IN JESUS.  THAT’S WHAT PAUL SAYS.  THIS WAS ALL DECIDED BY GOD NOT ONLY BEFORE YOU WERE BORN…BUT BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD..  THAT’S WHY PAUL SAYS:  “…HE CHOSE US IN HIM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD….”
     B.  AND THEN WHAT GOD HAD PLANNED IN ETERNITY HE CARRIED OUT IN TIME JUST AS PAUL SAYS:  “…MAKING KNOWN TO US THE MYSTERY OF HIS WILL, ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE.”  YOU KNOW THE CHRISTMAS STORY:  AS JUST THE RIGHT TIME, IN THE FULNESS OF TIME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON BORN OF A WOMAN.  ACCORDING TO GOD’S PLAN JESUS CHRIST ENTERED OUR WORLD OF SIN AND DEATH TO SAVE US FROM GOD’S WRATH WITH HIS SINLESS LIFE LIVED FOR US AND HIS INNOCENT SUFFERING AND DEATH FOR OUR SINS.  SIN PAID FOR.  DEATH DEFEATED.  AND THEN ON THE THIRD DAY, ACCORDING TO GOD’S PLAN, JESUS WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD.  AND GOD DID THIS ALL BY HIMSELF.  WE DIDN’T DO ANYTHING.  AND THEN BEFORE HIS ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN JESUS GAVE THE COMMAND TO TELL EVERYONE ABOUT HIM…..BAPTIZING AND TEACHING SO THAT THROUGH FAITH IN HIM PEOPLE MIGHT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE THROUGH THE FORGIVENESS OF THEIR SINS.  AND THIS BRING US ONCE AGAIN BACK TO OUR TEXT WHERE PAUL SAYS:  “IN HIM YOU ALSO, WHEN YOU HEARD THE WORD OF TRUTH, THE GOSPEL OF YOUR SAVLATION, AND BELIEVED IN HIM, WERE SEALED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.”  IN OTHER WORDS, GOD SO ARRANGED YOUR LIFE THAT HE BROUGHT YOU INTO CONTACT WITH THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST SO THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT COULD GIVE YOU THE GIFT OF FAITH IN HIM…THE FAITH THAT GOD PLANNED TO GIVE YOU NOT ONLY BEFORE YOU WERE BORN…..BUT BEFORE HE EVEN CREATED THE UNIVERSE.  AND NOW THAT YOU HAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS PAUL SAYS, HE “…IS THE GUARANTEE OF OUR INHERITANCE UNTIL WE ACQUIRE POSSESSION OF IT…”  AND WHAT’S THAT INHERITANCE?  ETERNAL LIFE IN THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD.    WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT BECAUSE WE CAN’T BELIEVE IN JESUS ON OUR OWN POWER.  THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS MADE US SPIRITUALLY ALIVE WITH THE GIFT OF FAITH IN JESUS.  AND THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE GUARANTEE OF WHAT IS STILL TO COME.  AND ALL OF THIS IS GOD’S DOING………….WE DO NOTHING.  IT IS ALL A GIFT FROM GOD….NOT ONLY JESUS CHRIST…..BUT OUR FAITH IS A GIFT……..THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A GIFT………ETERNAL LIFE IS A GIFT….NONE OF IT IS OUR DOING AS WE SANG IN OUR HYMN:  “NOT UNTO US.”.
II.  SO THEN………….OUR SALVATION WHICH BEGAN IN ETERNITYAND WILL END IN ETERNITY IS ALL GOD’S DOING.  NOW THIS HAS SOME IMPORTANT CONSEQUNCES.

     A.  FIRST OF ALL, THIS MEANS THAT WE CAN BE CERTAIN, ABSOLUTELY, ONE HUNDRED PERCENT CERTAIN OF OUR SALVATION FROM SIN AND DEATH……..NO “IFS, AND OR BUTS”.  AND GOD DID THIS TO COMFORT US….COMFORT US?  YES COMFORT US.  IT WAS MARTIN LUTHER WHO SAID THAT AN UNCERTAIN SALVATION IS NO SALVATION AT ALL.  HOW CAN YOU HAVE COMFORT FROM SOMETHING YOU CANNOT BE CERTAIN ABOUT?  HOW CAN YOU HAVE COMFORT IN THE FACE OF DEATH IF THERE IS ANY DOUBT ABOUT FORGIVENESS AND LIFE?  AND WE COULD NOT HAVE THIS KIND OF CERTAINTY IF OUR SALVATION WAS EVEN IN THE SMALLEST WAY DEPENDNENT ON US………..FOR HOW COULD WE EVER KNOW IF WE HAVE DONE ENOUGH FOR OUR PART……….OR DID IT IN THE RIGHT WAY WITH THE RIGHT MOTIVES?  WE CAN’T EVEN SAY ONE PERFECT LORD’S PRAYER………….TRY IT.  NO, THE ONLY WAY WE CAN HAVE THE CMFORT OF A CERTAIN SALVATION IS BECAUSE IT DEPENDS ON GOD AND GOD ALONE WHO HAS DONE EVERYTHING, ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING FOR US AS PAUL SAYS:  “HE CHOSE US…….HE PREDESTINED US…..ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE….HAVING BEEN PREDESTINED….ACCORDING TO THE COUNSEL OF HIS WILL….”  MY DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST, WE HEAR NOTHING OF DOUBT AND UNCERTAINTY IN THIS WORDS……BUT ONLY CERTAINTY…….YOU CAN AND YOU SHOULD BE CERTAIN OF YOUR SALVATION…….THIS IS YOUR COMFORT IN JESUS CHRIST WHO SAID FROM THE CROSS:  “IT IS FINISHED!”.  
     B.  AND BECAUSE FROM BEGINNING TO END OUR SALVATION IS GOD’S DOING AND HIS ALONE………………HE GETS ALL THE CREDIT….ALL OF THE HONOR AND PRAISE AND GLORY…………AND WE GET NONE.  THIS TOO IS WHAT PAUL SAYS:  “BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST…TO THE PRAISE OF HIS GLORIOUS GRACE….TO THE PRAISE OF HIS GLORY.” (VV. 3, 6, 14).   PAUL DOESN’T MENTION ANYTHING ABOUT OUR PRAISE AND GLORY….BUT ONLY THE PRAISE AND GLORY THAT GOD RECEIVES.  AND THAT’S WHY IN OTHER PARTS OF THE SCRIPTURE WE ARE TOLD THAT WE HAVE NO REASON TO BOAST ABOUT ANYTHING BEFORE GOD AS HE SAYS LATER IN THIS SAME LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS:  FOR BY GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED THROUGH FAITH.  AND THIS IS NOT YOUR OWN DOING; IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD, NOT A RESULT OF WORKS, SO THAT NO ONE MAY BOAST” (2: 8, 9, ESV).   EVEN OUR FAITH IN JESUS IS A GIFT.  THAT’S WHAT IT MEANS TO BE SAVED BY GOD’S GRACE….IT’S HIS DOING.  REMEMBER?  PAUL HAS TOLD US THAT NOT ONLY BEFORE WE WERE BORN BUT EVEN BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD GOD DECIDED TO GIVE US THE GIFT OF FAITH IN HIS SON.   AND HE GAVE US THIS FAITH BY THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH THE GOSPEL MESSAGE OF JESUS AND OUR BAPTISM.  AND SO OUR BOASTING IS NEVER ABOUT OURSELVES, NOT EVEN ABOUT OUR FAITH, BUT OUR BOASTING IS ALWAYS ABOUT GOD AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS FIRST LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS:”GOD CHOSE WHAT IS LOW AND DESPISED IN THE WORLD, EVEN THINGS THAT ARE NOT, TO BRING TO NOTHING THINGS THAT ARE, SO THAT NO HUMAN BEING MIGHT BOAST IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD.  AND BECAUSE OF HIM YOU ARE IN CHRIST JESUS.…SO THAT, AS IT IS WRITTEN, ‘LET THE ONE WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.”  (28-31, ESV).  LET THE ONE WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.”  
CONC LUSION:  I AM SOMETIMES FEARFUL THAT CHRISTIANS DON’T REALLY UNDERSTAND WHY THEY GO TO CHURCH ON A SUNDAY MORNING.  AND IF THEY DID….THEY WOULD BE MORE REGULAR IN THEIR ATTENDANCE.  WHY DO WE ATTEND THE DIVINE SERVICE ON A SUNDAY MORNING?  FIRST AND MOST IMPORTANT…….WE COME TO RECEIVE THE COMFORT OF THE CERTAIN SALVATION FROM SIN AND DEATH BY THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS GIVEN THROUGH GOD’S WORD AND THE SACRAMENTS OF BAPTISM THE ALTAR.  ……LET ME SAY THAT AGAIN……… WE COME TO RECEIVE THE COMFORT OF THE CERTAIN SALVATION FROM SIN AND DEATH BY THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS GIVEN THROUGH GOD’S WORD AND THE SACRAMENTS OF BAPTISM THE ALTAR.   AND SECOND, WE COME TO GIVE HIM THANKS AND PRAISE FOR HE HAS DONE AND FOR WHAT HE GIVES…………..WE COME TO GIVE HIM THANKS AND PRAISE FOR WHAT HE HAS DONE AND FOR WHAT HE GIVES. THAT PRETTY MUCH SUMS UP WHAT PAUL HAS TOLD US THIS MORNING:  “PRAISING GOD FOR CHOOSING US.”……AMEN.
