ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST             COLOSSIAN 3: 1-11           JULY 31, 2016
 MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,  
     IN THE MOVIE “THE WIZARD OF OZ” THE MUNCHKINS ENCOURAGE DOROTHY TO GO SEE THE GREAT WIZARD OF OZ SO SHE CAN GET BACK HOME TO KANSAS.  SO SHE SETS OFF… FOLLOWING THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD.  ALONG THE WAY SHE PICKS UP THREE FRIENDS:  THE SCARE CROW WHO NEEDS A BRAIN, THE COWARDLY LION WHO NEEDS COURAGE, AND THE TIN MAN WHO NEEDS A HEART.  AFTER GREAT DIFFICULTIES THEY FINALLY GET TO SEE THE GREAT WIZARD.  HE AGREES TO GIVE THEM THEIR REQUESTS, INCLUDING GETTING DOROTHY BACK TO KANSAS…BUT FIRST THEY HAVE TO PROVE THEMSELVES WORTHY BY BRINGING BACK THE BROOMSTICK OF THE WICKED WITCH OF THE WEST……AND THEY DO.  BUT THEN THE WIZARD TURNS OUT TO BE A FAKE WHO CAN’T DO WHAT HE PROMISED!   AT THIS POINT DOROTHY THINKS THAT SHE WILL NEVER GET BACK HOME TO HER AUNTIE EM…...AND THEN SUDDENLY SHE LEARNS SOMETHING THAT CHANGES EVERYTHING…….THE RED RUBY SLIPPERS THAT SHE WAS WEARING ALWAYS HAD THE POWER TO TAKE HER HOME AT ANY TIME……….. BUT SHE DIDN’T KNOW THAT!  AT ANY TIME, ALL SHE HAD TO DO WAS CLICK HER HEELS TOGETHER THREE TIMES AND SAY “THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME.  THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME.”  AND SUDDENLY…….SHE WAS HOME……..AND… SO IT IS… WITH OUR BAPTISM.  BUT, LIKE DOROTHY....SO MANY CHRISTIANS HAVE NO IDEA ABOUT THE POWER OF THEIR BAPTISM…THE POWER TO LIVE A LIFE THAT IS PLEASING TO GOD.  THAT’S WHAT PAUL IS TALKING ABOUT IN OUR SECOND READING:  “THE POWER OF BAPTISM”.
I.  DOROTHY’S RED RUBY SLIPPERS WERE MUCH LIKE A TIME MACHINE….TRANSPORTING HER BACK TO KANSAS….AND SO IS OUR BAPTISM…TRANSPORTING US BACK… NOT TO KANSAS… BUT TO JERUSALEM ..AND THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST. 
     A.  PAUL SAYS:  “FOR YOU HAVE DIED…..” (V. 3, ESV).    THIS HAPPENED IN YOUR BAPTISM AS HE SAYS EARLIER IN THIS LETTER:   “…HAVING BEEN BURIED WITH HIM IN BAPTISM” (2:12, ESV).  OR AS HE SAYS IN ROMANS:   “…HAVING BEEN BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST JESUS WE WERE BAPTIZED INTO HIS DEATH” (6: 3, ESV).    WHEN YOU WERE BAPTIZED YOU WERE JOINED TO JESUS CHRIST ON THE CROSS AND…YOU DIED WITH HIM ON THAT CROSS..  YOU HAD TO DIE BECAUSE YOU WERE BORN INTO THIS WORLD… NOT LIVING FOR GOD....BUT LIVING FOR YOURSELF….WHICH IS THE ESSENCE OF ORIGINAL SIN..  YOU WERE BORN AS GOD’S ENEMY…BECAUSE YOU CAN’T LIVE BOTH FOR GOD AND FOR SELF.   BUT IN BAPTISM YOUR OLD SIN LOVING SELF DIED WITH CHRIST ON HIS CROSS.  HE DIED PHYSICALLY. .. YOU DIED SPIRITUALLY.  HE DIED FOR YOUR SIN TO GIVE YOU FORGIVENESS.   YOU DIED TO SIN SO THAT YOU WOULD STOP LIVING FOR YOURSELF AS PAUL SAYS, “YOU HAVE PUT OFF THE OLD SELF WITH ITS PRACTICES…” (V. 10, ESV).   IN HIS LETTER TO THE ROMANS HE SAYS THE SAME THING:  “WE KNOW THAT OUR OLD SELF WAS CRUCIFIED WITH HIM…” (6: 6, ESV).   SO THEN YOUR BAPTISM IS LIKE A TIME MACHINE…JOINING YOU TO THE DEATH 
OF JESUS CHRIST ON THAT CROSS SO THAT IN BAPTISM YOU DIED WITH HIM.  
     B.  BUT THERE IS MORE.  YOU WERE ALSO UNITED TO JESUS IN HIS RESURRECTION ON THAT FIRST EASTER.   JESUS WAS PHYSICALLY RAISED FROM THE DEAD….AND YOU WERE SPIRITUALLY RAISED FROM THE DEAD.  THAT'S WHAT PAUL SAYS:  “…YOU HAVE BEEN RAISED WITH CHRIST…” (V. 1, ESV).      AND IN THIS WAY IN YOUR BAPTISM GOD GAVE YOU NEW SPIRITUAL LIFE….AS PAUL SAYS  “YOU…HAVE PUT ON THE NEW SELF, WHICH IS BEING RENEWED IN THE KNOWLEDGE AFTER THE IMAGE OF ITS CREATOR” (V. 10, ESV).    THE IMAGE OF GOD IS KNOWING GOD AND HAVING HIS HOLINESS……ADAM AND EVE LOST THIS IMAGE WHEN THEY REBELLED AGAINST GOD, CHOOSING TO LIVE FOR SELF RATHER THAN FOR HIM.   BUT IN BAPTISM..  THIS IMAGE OF GOD IS IN THE PROCESS OF BEING RESTORED UNTIL IT IS FULLY RESTORED ON THE DAY OF THE RESURRECTION.    SO IN YOUR BAPTISM YOU WERE “BORN AGAIN” AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO TITUS, REFERRING TO BAPTISM AS “THE WASHING OF REGENERATION….” (3: 5, ESV). …AND NOW THAT YOU HAVE BEEN BORN AGAIN….YOU WANT TO LIVE FOR GOD.    AND THIS IS TRUE FOR ALL WHO HAVE FAITH IN JESUS AND ARE BAPTIZED AS PAUL SAYS:  “HERE THERE IS NOT GREEK AND JEW, CIRCUMCISED AND UNCIRCUMCISED, BARBARIAN, SCYTHIAN, SLAVE, FREE; BUT CHRIST IS ALL AND IN ALL.”  
TRANSITION:  THESE THEN ARE THE FACTS OF YOUR BAPTISM:  YOU HAVE DIED WITH HIM AND YOU HAVE BEEN RAISED WITH HIM….THIS IS NOT A FIGURE OF SPEECH. ...BAPTISM ACTUALLY CHANGED YOU. .    OF COURSE, NONE OF THIS CAN BE SEEN WITH THE EYES….AS PAUL SAYS:  “….YOUR LIFE IS HIDDEN WITH CHRIST IN GOD” (V. 3, ESV).   BUT HOW CAN A LITTLE WATER DO SUCH GREAT THINGS?  IT'S NOT THE WATER…BUT THE WORD OF GOD THAT COMES WITH THE WATER… AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS THAT BAPTISM IS "…THE WASHING OF WATER WITH THE WORD" (5: 25, ESV).  MARTIN LUTHER EXPLAINS THIS IN HIS SMALL CATECHISM:  “…FOR WITHOUT GOD’S WORD THE WATER IS PLAIN WATER AND NO BAPTISM.  BUT WITH THE WORD OF GOD IT IS A BAPTISM… A LIFE GIVING WATER, RICH IN GRACE, AND A WASHING OF THE NEW BIRTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT….”  
II.  THIS MEANS THAT YOUR BAPTISM GIVES YOU THE POWER TO LIVE FOR GOD.  BUT, LIKE DOROTHY WHO DIDN'T KNOW THE POWER OF HER RED RUBY SLIPPERS, SO LIKEWISE MANY CHRISTIANS DON’T KNOW ABOUT THIS POWER OF THEIR BAPTISM  TO RESIST SIN AND TEMPTATION AND LIVE FOR GOD IN JESUS CHRIST..  
     A.  PAUL SAYS THAT BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN CHANGED IN OUR BAPTISM WE ARE TO “SEEK THE THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE, WHERE CHRIST IS SEATED” ….INSTEAD OF “THINGS THAT ARE ON THE EARTH” V. 2, ESV).  NOW THIS IS VERY SIMPLE….IT’S NOT COMPLICATED AT ALL… ALL OF THE WONDERFUL THINGS THAT WE HAVE IN THIS LIFE ARE ALL….TEMPORARY……WHEN WE DIE… ALL WILL BE LOST…TAKEN AWAY FROM US. OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON REMINDS US OF THIS OBVIOUS TRUTH:  “…ALL IS VANITY AND A STRIVING AFTER THE WIND” (ECCL. 1: 12, ESV).  AND 
SO OUR LORD JESUS REMINDS US IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON:  “…ONE’S LIFE DOES NOT CONSIST IN THE ABUNDANCE OF HIS POSSESSIONS…" (LUKE 12: 15, ESV).     WHY THEN WOULD WE WANT TO MAKE EARTHLY THINGS THE CENTER AND FOCUS OF OUR LIVES?…..AND BECAUSE OF YOUR BAPTISM YOU ARE ABLE NOW TO SET YOUR MINDS AND HEARTS ON GOD’S LOVE FOR YOU AND HIS ETERNAL SALVATION IN JESUS CHRIST; HOW HE DIED FOR YOU EVEN THOUGH YOU WERE NOT WORTHY OF THAT DEATH.  FOR UNLIKE THE WIZARD OF OZ WITH DOROTHY GOD NEVER ASKS YOU TO PROVE YOURSELF WORTHY….SOMETHING YOU COULD NEVER DO….INSTEAD HE GAVE YOU HIS SON JESUS…TO FORGIVE YOU ALL OF YOUR SINS AND GIVE YOU ETERNAL LIFE IN THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD.  YOU KNOW THAT YOUR LIFE IS CHRIST, WHICH IS NOW HIDDEN FROM SIGHT, WILL BECOME VISIBLE FOR ALL TO SEE WHEN HE RETURNS TO TAKE YOU INTO THE NEXT WORLD AS PAUL SAYS, "WHEN CHRIST WHO IS YOUR LIFE APPEARS, THEN YOU ALSO WILL APPEAR WITH HIM IN GLORY" (V. 4, ESV).   BECAUSE YOU HAVE BEEN BORN AGAIN IN THE WATERS OF BAPTISM, YOU KNOW WHAT IS TRUE AND WHAT IS NOT TRUE, YOU KNOW WHAT IS TEMPORARY AND WHAT IS ETERNAL… YOU HAVE THE RIGHT FOCUS ON LIFE.  AND THAT IS WHY YOU WANT TO SEEK THOSE THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE, THE HIDDEN THINGS IN CHRIST…. TO HEAR, READ AND STUDY GOD'S WORD…TO DAILY REMEMBER THE PROMISES OF YOUR BAPTISM… AND TO RECEIVE THE BODY AND BLOOD OF JESUS OVER AND OVER AGAIN FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF YOUR SINS.  
     B.  BUT UNTIL THAT DAY OF HIS RETURN YOUR UNION WITH CHRIST IN YOUR BAPTISM GIVES YOU THE POWER TO LIVE A LIFE THAT IS PLEASING TO HIM.  YOU DON’T LIVE FOR GOD BECAUSE YOU ARE TOLD TO LIVE FOR HIM…YOU DON’T LIVE FOR GOD BECAUSE YOUR SUPPOSED TO LIVE FOR HIM….YOU LIVE FOR GOD……….BECAUSE YOU WANT TO LIVE FOR HIM….AND YOU WANT TO LIVE FOR HIM BECAUSE IN YOUR BAPTISM .. HE CHANGED YOU.  AND SO YOU WANT TO DO WHAT PAUL SAYS:  “PUT TO DEATH THEREFORE WHAT IS EARTHLY IN YOU:  SEXUAL IMMORTALITY, IMPURITY, PASSION, EVIL DESIRE, AND COVETOUSNESS, WHICH IS IDOLATRY.  ON ACCOUNT OF THESE THE WRATH OF GOD IS COMING……PUT THEM ALL AWAY:  ANGER, WRATH, MALICE, SLANDER, AND OBSCENE TALK FROM YOUR MOUTH…..DO NOT LIE TO ONE ANOTHER….”  (VV.5, 6, 8, ESV).  THESE ARE EXAMPLES OF WHAT BELONGS TO “THINGS THAT ARE ON THE EARTH” (V. 2, ESV).  SUCH THINGS MIGHT BRING PLEASURE AND SATISFACTION…BUT ONLY FOR AWHILE….AND SUCH THINGS ARE ALWAYS DESTRUCTIVE:   IN OUR PERSONAL LIVES; IN OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER PEOPLE; AND ESPECIALLY IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.   BECAUSE OF OUR UNION WITH CHRIST IN OUR BAPTISM, HAVING DIED AND BEEN RAISED WITH HIM… WE CAN RESIST SUCH THINGS AS PAUL SAYS:  “….YOU HAVE PUT OFF THE OLD SELF WITH ITS PRACTICES AND HAVE PUT ON THE NEW SELF….” (VV. 9 & 10, ESV).  
CONCLUSION. SO THEN…. HOW DO YOU USE YOUR BAPTISMAL POWER TO LIVE FOR GOD?   HOW DO
YOU RESIST THE TEMPTATION TO SIN?  WELL… HOW DID DOROTHY USE THE POWER OF HER RED RUBY SLIPPERS? SIMPLY BY BELIEVING….BELIEVING IN THEIR POWERS…THAT THEY COULD DO WHAT SHE WAS TOLD THEY COULD DO.….CLICKING HER HEELS TOGETHER AND SAYING, “THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME, THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME.”……AND SO IT IS WITH YOUR BAPTISM…..YOU HAVE BEEN UNITED TO JESUS CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION.  THIS IS A FACT…AND SO YOU NOT ONLY WANT TO LIVE FOR GOD, BUT YOU CAN LIVE FOR HIM.  BUT …YOU CAN USE THIS POWER ONLY AS YOU REMEMBER AND BELIEVE YOUR BAPTISMAL PROMISE……”I AM A BAPTIZED, FORGIVEN CHILD OF GOD, UNITED TO THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST.”………...REMEMBER…YES…AND BELIEVE …BUT WHAT ABOUT THOSE TIMES THAT YOU DON’T REMEMBER AND BELIEVE YOUR BAPTISMAL PROMISES AND YOU GIVE INTO SIN?  WHAT ABOUT THOSE TIMES?  WELL….BY REPENTING AND CONFESSING YOUR SIN TO GOD……..IT IS COMPLETELY WASHED AWAY IN YOUR BAPTISM.…FOR THAT TOO IS A PROMISE OF YOUR BAPTISM:  FORGIVENESS….AND THEN AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH NEW DAY… YOU ONCE AGAIN RELY ON YOUR BAPTISM… TO LIVE THAT DAY FOR HIM……INDEED, THIS IS YOUR DAILY… AND LIFE LONG USE OF YOUR BAPTISM….AMEN.
