ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST          1 KINGS 19: 1-8     AUGUST 9, 2015
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     "I HAVE HAD ENOUGH LORD…TAKE MY LIFE".   SOUNDS KIND OF EXTREME....DOESN'T IT?… BUT THE PROPHET ELIJAH HAD EXPERIENCED SOME VERY DIFFICULT EVENTS IN HIS LIFE.  LIFE CAN GET SO DIFFICULT FOR SOME PEOPLE THAT THEY EVEN CONTEMPLATE SUICIDE.  BUT WHETHER WE HAVE EVER BEEN SUICIDAL OR NOT….MOST OF US CAN PROBABLY RELATE TO ELIJAH'S EXPRESSION OF WEARINESS THAT COMES FROM YEARS OF EXPERIENCING THE HARD KNOCKS OF LIFE.  LIFE HAS A WAY OF WEARING US DOWN…AND IF YOU HAVE NEVER FELT THIS WAY….WELL, IF YOUR LIFE IS NOT YET OVER…DON'T ASSUME THAT YOU NEVER WILL.   .  WE LIVE IN A WORLD OF SIN AND DEATH AND EVEN WHEN LIFE IS GOING GOOD…THAT CAN ALL CHANGE IN A HEART BEAT….A BRIEF MOMENT IN TIME…BUT LIKE ELIJAH OF LONG AGO… WE HAVE THE SAME LOVING GOD WHO GIVES US "STRENGTH FOR OUR JOURNEY OF LIFE."
I. IT'S TRUE THAT LIFE CAN SOMETIMES BECOME VERY DIFFICULT:  PAIN, SUFFERING, WORRY, THINGS WE DON'T UNDERSTAND…AND SUCH TIMES CAN BE A CHALLENGE FOR OUR FAITH.  "WHERE IS GOD?  WHY DOESN'T HE HELP ME?" ………WHICH BRINGS ME TO ELIJAH.
     A.      "I HAVE HAD ENOUGH LORD…TAKE MY LIFE".    ELIJAH WAS A MAN OF GOD, A PROPHET OF GOD WHO HAD BEEN CALLED BY GOD TO PREACH HIS WORD TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL.  BUT HE DIDN'T HAVE AN EASY LIFE.  ELIJAH'S DAY WAS MUCH LIKE OUR OWN.  PEOPLE WERE MORE CONCERNED ABOUT THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD RATHER THAN THE THINGS OF GOD.   FROM THE KING IN THE PALACE DOWN TO THE COMMON MAN IN THE STREET THE CULTURE WAS BECOMING MORE SECULAR AND IMMORAL.  THE KING SURROUNDED HIMSELF WITH CORRUPT PRIESTS AND FALSE PROPHETS WHO WERE NO MORE THAN CORPORATE "YES MEN"   TELLING THE KING WHATEVER HE WANTED TO HEAR…..AND THIS IS WHY THE KING HAD CALLED ELIJAH  "THE TROUBLER OF ISRAEL" (18: 17, ESV)   WHY?  BECAUSE ELIJAH TOLD HIM THE TRUTH…HE TOLD IT LIKE IT WAS… AS A SERVANT OF GOD HE CALLED SIN… SIN…AND PREACHED REPENTANCE …FROM THE KING DOWN TO THE COMMON MAN IN THE STREET.   GOD GAVE ELIJAH THE TASK TO TAKE ON THE ESTABLISHMENT…THE GOVERNMENT.  WITH GOD'S PERMISSION AND HELP HE HAD KILLED FOUR HUNDRED OF THE FALSE PROPHETS OF BAAL THAT WERE MISLEADING AND CORRUPTING THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL..…AND NOW THE WIFE OF THE KING…QUEEN JEZEBEL WAS SEEKING TO KILL ELIJAH….AND SO HE FLED FOR SAFETY……..HE WAS ALONE.  HE WAS AFRAID.  HE WAS EXHAUSTED:  EMOTIONALLY, SPIRITUALLY, AND PHYSICALLY.  AND FOR WHAT?  FOR DOING WHAT GOD WANTED HIM TO DO.
    B.  WHICH BRING US… TO US:  AMERICA IN THE 21ST CENTURY.  WE ARE ON A JOURNEY TOO……THE JOURNEY WE CALL LIFE……..AND OUR DESTINATION IS ETERNAL LIFE WITH NEW RESURRECTED BODIES TO LIVE WITH JESUS CHRIST IN A NEW WORLD WHERE SIN AND DEATH WILL BE NO MORE.  BUT UNTIL THEN…….THIS IS THE WORLD WE LIVE IN…A WORLD THAT IS HOSTILE TO 
CHRIST AND THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.  AND MANY HAVE OBSERVED THAT OUR AMERICAN CULTURE IS BECOMING LESS TOLERANT AND MORE HOSTILE TO THE CHRISTIAN FAITH… MAKING IT HARDER TO LIVE A CHRISTIAN LIFE… AND MANY FEAR THAT IT WILL GET WORSE.   JESUS SAYS IN THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, "BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. “BLESSED ARE YOU WHEN OTHERS REVILE YOU AND PERSECUTE YOU AND UTTER ALL KINDS OF EVIL AGAINST YOU FALSELY ON MY ACCOUNT" (MATT. 5: 10, 11, ESV)..   PARENTS TRY TO RAISE THEIR CHILDREN IN A CHRISTIAN HOME WITH INVOLVEMENT IN THE CHURCH…BUT SOMETIMES THE CHILDREN ARE MORE INFLUENCED BY THE SECULAR CULTURE:  THE INTERNET, THE ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS AND PEERS.  DESPITE THEIR BEST EFFORTS, SOME PARENTS HAVE TO ENDURE THE PAIN OF CHILDREN WHO LEAVE THE CHURCH AND LIVE IN WAYS THAT ARE NOT IN KEEPING WITH GOD'S WORD.  IN OUR SECOND READING PAUL MINDS US OF THIS TENSION BETWEEN THE WAYS OF THE WORLD AND THE WAYS OF GOD, "YOU MUST NO LONGER WALK AS THE GENTILES DO, IN THE FUTILITY OF THEIR MINDS.  THEY ARE DARKENED IN THEIR UNDERSTANDING, ALIENATED FROM THE LIFE OF GOD BECAUSE OF THE IGNORANCE THAT IS IN THEM, DUE TO THEIR HARDNESS OF HEART.  THEY HAVE BECOME CALLOUS AND HAVE GIVEN THEMSELVES UP TO SENSUALITY, GREEDY TO PRACTICE EVERY KIND OF IMPURITY.  THAT IS NOT THE WAY YOU LEARNED CHRIST!" (EPH. 4: 17-20, ESV).    IT IS NOT EASY TO LIVE AS A CHRISTIAN…AND SO AT SOME TIMES IN OUR JOURNEY CALLED LIFE, JUST LIKE ELIJAH, WE GET WEARY… SO MUCH CONFLICT, SO MANY PROBLEMS, SO MUCH SUFFERING AND SOMETIMES WE'VE HAD ENOUGH.
.II.   BUT EVEN IN THE MIDST OF HIS DESPONDENCY  ……GOD SENT HIM AN ANGEL TO COMFORT AND STRENGTHEN HIM.
    A.   AFTER ALL OF HIS EMOTIONAL AND PHYSICAL TRAUMA ELIJAH REACHED A PLACE WHERE HE RESTED HIS WEARIED BODY UNDER A BROOM TREE.  HE CONFESSED HIS SINS, "IT IS ENOUGH NOW, O LORD, TAKE AWAY MY LIFE, FOR I AM NO BETTER THAN MY FATHERS" (V. 4, ESV) AND FELL ASLEEP….EXHAUSTED.  BUT THEN HE WAS AWAKENED BY AN ANGEL OF GOD WHO GAVE HIM FOOD AND DRINK….AND THEN FELL ASLEEP AGAIN AND WAS AWAKENED A SECOND TIME BY THE ANGEL AND RECEIVED MORE FOOD AND DRINK………FOR A JOURNEY OF FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS TO MT. HOREB….ALSO KNOWN AS MT. SINAI THE PLACE THAT GOD GAVE THE TEN COMMANDMENTS TO MOSES.  BUT NOTICE…GOD DID NOT TAKE AWAY THE PROBLEMS……….NOR DID HE REMOVE ELIJAH FROM THIS LIFE…   BUT GOD DID GIVE HIM WHAT HE NEEDED TO CONTINUE HIS JOURNEY AND TO ARRIVE SAFELY AT MOUNT HOREB.      
      B.  AND GOD HELPS US TOO… SO THAT WE WILL ALSO ARRIVE SAFELY AT OUR DESTINATION OF ETERNAL LIFE….  THE PAINFUL TRUTH IS THAT GOD DOES NOT ALWAYS TAKE OUR PROBLEMS 
AWAY EITHER.  WE LIVE IN A WORLD OF SIN AND DEATH.  WE LIVE IN A CULTURE THAT IS
INCREASINGLY SECULAR AND HOSTILE TO CHRISTIANITY.  BUT THIS DOESN'T MEAN THAT GOD HAS DESERTED US.  IN THE MIDST OF ALL OF OUR PROBLEMS GOD FAITHFULLY PROVIDES US WITH DAILY FOOD AND DRINK:  BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER.   HE PROVIDES US A PLACE TO LIVE AND GIVES US WARM, COMFORTABLE BEDS TO SLEEP IN… AS WELL AS COUNTLESS OTHER BLESSINGS THAT WE TAKE FOR GRANTED.  INDEED, COMPARED TO MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD WE AMERICANS ARE SOME OF THE MOST WEALTHY PEOPLE WHO HAVE EVER LIVED……..THE POOREST OF US ARE RICHER THAN MANY PEOPLE IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD.  IN HIS SMALL CATECHISM MARTIN LUTHER EXPLAINS THE FIRST ARTICLE OF THE CREED….THAT GOD …RICHLY AND DAILY PROVIDES ME WITH ALL THAT I NEED TO SUPPORT THIS BODY AND LIFE".
     C.  BUT GOD NOT ONLY STRENGTHENS OUR BODIES….BUT ALSO OUR FAITH..   THERE IS A POPULAR SAYING AMONG ATHLETES, "NO PAIN, NO GAIN".  THIS MEANS THAT TO BECOME STRONGER WE MUST BE PUSHED BEYOND OUR COMFORT ZONE.    AND SO IT IS WITH OUR FAITH; TO BECOME STRONGER OUR FAITH MUST ALSO BE PUSHED BEYOND OUR COMFORT ZONE.  IN OTHER WORDS, HOW CAN WE LEARN TO TRUST IN GOD IF WE NEVER HAVE TO TRUST IN HIM?     EVERY TIME WE EXPERIENCE DIFFICULTIES IN THE LIFE GOD IS TAKING US TO SCHOOL TO TEACH US TO TRUST IN HIM….OUR LOVING GOD WHO HAS GIVEN HIS OWN SON TO DIE FOR US.   FOR GOD NOT ONLY GIVES US PHYSICAL BREAD FOR OUR BODIES BUT HE ALSO  GIVES US THE SPIRITUAL BREAD OF JESUS CHRIST TO FEED OUR FAITH…AS JESUS SAYS IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON, "I AM THE LIVING BREAD….IF ANYONE EATS OF THIS BREAD, HE WILL LIVE FOREVER" (V. 51, ESV).   OUR DEAR LORD JESUS LIVED A PERFECT LIFE OF LOVE….AND YET HE WAS OPPOSED AND PERSECUTED AND KILLED… EVEN THOUGH THERE MIGHT BE TIMES THAT FEEL FORSAKEN OF GOD ….WE REALLY AREN'T…BUT JESUS REALLY WAS FORSAKEN OF GOD…..EXPERIENCING THE WRATH OF GOD FOR THE COUNTLESS SINS OF BILLIONS OF HUMAN BEINGS, FOR YOU SINS AND MINE:  "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?" (MARK 15: 34, ESV)..  AND YET, HE TRUSTED IN HIS HEAVENLY FATHER EVEN IN THAT DEATH ON THE CROSS SAYING, "FATHER, INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT!" (LUKE 23: 46, ESV).    BECAUSE JESUS WAS FORSAKEN OF GOD FOR YOU………GOD WILL NEVER FORSAKE YOU…..THAT IS HIS PROMISE AS JESUS SAYS IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON, "TRULY, TRULY,…WHOEVER BELIEVES HAS ETERNAL LIFE" (JOHN 6: 47, ESV).   AND EVEN AS AN ANGEL WAS GIVEN TO ELIJAH TO NOURISH HIM….. JESUS HAS GIVEN YOU PASTORS TO BRING YOU THIS PROMISE TO YOU TIME AND TIME AGAIN… IN GOD'S WORD, YOUR BAPTISM AND IN LORD'S SUPPER.  EVERY TIME YOU COME TO THIS PLACE GOD, THROUGH THESE MEANS OF GRACE, STRENGTHENS YOUR FAITH IN HIM TO CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY OF LIFE.  
CONCLUSION:    YES…THIS JOURNEY OF LIFE CAN BE DIFFICULT.  WE LIVE IN A WORLD OF SIN AND 
DEATH; A WORLD THAT IS HOSTILE TO GOD…AND IT SEEMS THAT IT IS GETTING WORSE..…AND AT TIMES WE CAN BECOME WEARY LIKE ELIJAH, "LORD, I'VE HAD ENOUGH".   BUT IN JESUS CHRIST GOD WILL GIVE US THE STRENGTH WE NEED TO SEE THE JOURNEY TO THE END.  IT IS THIS PROMISE THAT SHINES OVER YOUR ENTIRE LIFE AND BRIGHTENS IT WITH HOPE.  AMEN.
