THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST           EPHESIANS 5: 22-33   AUGUST 23, 2009

MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST, 

      LAST SUNDAY WE HEARD THAT SOME OF THE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS WERE OFFENDED BY WHAT HE SAID.  THAT’S NOT REALLY NEW.  PEOPLE ARE OFTEN OFFENDED BY WHAT GOD SAYS INCLUDING WHAT HE SAYS ABOUT HUSBANDS AND WIVES, AND ESPECIALLY THE PART ABOUT THE WIFE “SUBMITTING” TO HER HUSBAND.  WHENEVER I HAVE A WEDDING HERE AT MESSIAH THERE ARE LOTS OF NON-MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE, PEOPLE THAT I DON’T KNOW.  AND IT’S ALWAYS INTERESTING TO HEAR FROM MY WIFE KATHY, WHO SITS IN THE CONGREGATION DURING THE CEREMONY, HOW THESE PEOPLE RESPONDED WHEN I ASK THE BRIDE IF SHE WILL “SUBMIT” TO HER HUSBAND.  AS WE KNOW PEOPLE HAVE ALL KINDS OF IDEAS ABOUT MARRIAGE THESE DAYS, INCLUDING HOMOSEXUAL MARRIAGE.  BUT AS CHRISTIANS OUR CONCERN IS NOT WHAT PEOPLE SAY ABOUT MARRIAGE BUT WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT MARRIAGE.  FOR MARRIAGE IS NOT FROM MAN BUT FROM GOD WHEN HE FIRST CREATED ADAM AND EVE.  THEREFORE WE NEVER WANT OUR LORD JESUS TO SAY TO US WHAT HE SAYS TO THOSE IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON:  “YOU LEAVE THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD AND HOLD TO THE TRADITION OF MEN”..  AND SO AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST WE GLADLY LISTEN TO THE APOSTLE PAUL AS HE TELL US “GOD’S WILL FOR HUSBANDS AND WIVES.”  AND IT’S NOT COMPLICATED.

I.  PAUL SAYS THAT IN MARRIAGE THE DUTY OF A CHRISTIAN HUSBAND IS TO LOVE HIS WIFE… AND HE TELLS US JUST HOW GREAT THIS LOVE IS TO BE.
       A.  FIRST PAUL SAYS THAT WE HUSBANDS ARE TO LOVE OUR WIVES AS WE LOVE OUR OWN BODIES.  THIS IS FAR MORE PROFOUND THAT WE MIGHT AT FIRST THINK.  FOR THE FIRST WOMAN, EVE, LITERALLY WAS TAKEN FROM BODY OF THE FIRST MAN, ADAM.  HOW ADAM TREATED EVE WAS LITERALLY HOW HE TREATED HIMSELF….FOR EVE CAME FROM HIM.  TO LOVE EVE WAS TO LOVE HIMSELF AS PAUL SAYS:  “HE WHO LOVES HIS WIFE LOVES HIMSELF.”  LIKEWISE, PAUL SAYS THAT THE CHURCH IS THE BODY OF CHRIST FOR THE CHURCH COMES FROM JESUS.  THERE IS NO CHURCH WITHOUT JESUS.  JESUS AND HIS CHURCH GO TOGETHER.  JESUS IS THE HEAD OF HIS BODY, THE CHURCH.  AND AS WE KNOW JESUS LOVES HIS BODY, THE CHURCH.  AND SO, AGAIN PAUL SAYS THAT WE HUSBANDS ARE TO LOVE OUR WIVES AS WE LOVE OUR OWN BODIES.  IT COMES NATURALLY TO US TO TAKE CARE OF OUR OWN BODIES AS PAUL SAYS:  “FOR NO ONE EVER HATED HIS OWN FLESH, BUT NOURISHES AND CHERISHES IT, JUST AS CHRIST DOES THE CHURCH” JESUS CHERISHES US AND NOURISHES US, HIS BODY, WITH HIS MEANS OF GRACE, THE WORD AND THE SACRAMENTS.  HE ALWAYS WANTS WHAT IS BEST FOR US, WHAT IS GOOD FOR US.  AND IN THIS WAY WE HUSBANDS ARE TO LOVE OUR WIVES AS WE LOVE OUR OWN BODIES.  IF WE HURT OUR WIVES WE ONLY HURT OURSELVES.  AN UNHAPPY WIFE IS AN UNHAPPY HUSBAND.  SO WE TREAT OUR WIVES HOW WE WOULD WANT TO BE TREATED.  WE ARE TO BE THOUGHTFUL, KIND, AND CONSIDERATE.  ALWAYS THINKING OF HER WELFARE…AND CHERISHING HER FOR THE GIFT OF GOD THAT SHE IS.  GOD WANTS A WIFE TO BE LOVED.  

     B. HOW MUCH DOES GOD WANT WIVES TO BE LOVED?  PAUL TELLS US:  “HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR WIVES, AS CHRIST LOVED THE CHURCH AND GAVE HIMSELF UP FOR HER.”  WELL IF WE HUSBANDS WERE NOT JUST A LITTLE BIT UNCOMFORTABLE BEFORE THIS…WE CERTAINLY ARE BY NOW!  TO LOVE OUR WIVES AS CHRIST LOVES THE CHURCH MEANS TO LOVE HER WITH A SACRIFICIAL LOVE…A LOVE THAT IS WILLING TO DIE FOR HER…FOR THAT’S WHAT JESUS DID FOR HIS BRIDE, THE CHURCH….HE DIED FOR HER.  JESUS DIED FOR US NOT BECAUSE WE ARE SUCH A LOVING DEVOTIONAL WIFE TO HIM.  WE ARE NOT.  EVERY TIME WE SIN WE DISOBEY OUR HUSBAND, JESUS, AND FAIL TO RESPECT HIM.  SO JESUS DIED FOR US NOT BECAUSE WE ARE SO LOVING BUT BECAUSE HE IS.  HE PUT OUR NEEDS AHEAD OF HIS OWN NEEDS.  HE DIED SO THAT WE MIGHT HAVE PEACE WITH GOD THROUGH THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS AND THE HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE IN THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD.  WHAT GREAT LOVE HE HAS FOR US!  A LOVE THAT MAKES SACRIFICES FOR US; A LOVE THAT FORGIVES, A LOVE THAT PUTS OUR NEEDS AHEAD OF HIS OWN NEEDS.  SEE WHAT I MEAN HUSBANDS?  
     C.  AND WHEN WE HUSBANDS DON’T LOVE OUR WIVES AS CHRIST LOVES THE CHURCH, WHEN WE DON’T LOVE OUR WIVES AS WE LOVE OUR OWN BODIES WE SIN NOT ONLY AGAINST OUR WIVES BUT AGAINST OUR GOD WHO HAS GIVEN US OUR WIVES TO LOVE.  SPEAKING AS A HUSBAND I KNOW THAT I CAN NEVER LOVE MY WIFE, KATHY, AS JESUS LOVES ME AND ALL THE CHURCH.   I KNOW THAT I CAN NEVER LOVE HER EXACTLY AS I LOVE MY OWN BODY. AND I CONFESS THIS TO GOD AND AT TIMES I MUST CONFESS IT TO KATHY.  AND YET, GOD’S LOVE FOR ME IN JESUS WON’T LET ME STOP TRYING TO LOVE KATHY AS JESUS LOVES ME.    AND GOD GIVES ME HIS FORGIVENESS IN MY BAPTISM “THE WASHING OF WATER WITH THE WORD”.   AND I AM BLESSED TO HAVE A WIFE WHO GIVES ME HER FORGIVENESS WHEN I NEED IT. AND HAVING BOTH KATHY’S FORGIVENESS AND GOD’S I AM RENEWED TO ONCE AGAIN LOVE HER AS GOD WANTS ME TO LOVE HER.

II.   AND WHAT ABOUT GOD’S WILL FOR A CHRISTIAN WIFE?  “WIVES, SUBMIT TO YOUR OWN HUSBANDS, AS TO THE LORD.” 

     A.  IT’S THAT WORD “SUBMIT” THAT PEOPLE DON’T LIKE.  IT OFFENDS HUMAN PRIDE.  THAT’S THE REAL PROBLEM WITH THIS WORD “SUBMIT”—HUMAN PRIDE.  BUT THE GREEK WORD FOR “SUBMIT” HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH VALUE OR WORTH.  HUSBANDS AND WIVES ARE OF EQUAL VALUE; BOTH HAVE BEEN MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD.  ONE IS NOT BETTER THAN THE OTHER.  BUT MEN AND WOMEN ARE DIFFERENT AND HUSBANDS AND WIVES DO NOT HAVE THE SAME “FUNCTION”.   SO WE MUST DISTINGUISH BETWEEN WORTH AND FUNCTION.  AS A HUMAN BEING THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES HAS NO MORE VALUE OR WORTH THAN ANY OTHER CITIZEN IN AMERICA.  HE IS A HUMAN BEING JUST LIKE US.  BUT HE IS THE PRESIDENT….AND WE ARE NOT.  AND THIS IS ALSO TRUE IN THE BODY OF CHRIST, THE CHURCH.  IN THE CHURCH WE ARE 
ALL EQUAL, BUT WE DON’T ALL HAVE THE SAME FUNCTION AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE ROMANS:  “FOR AS IN ONE BODY WE HAVE MANY MEMBERS, AND THE MEMBERS DO NOT ALL HAVE THE SAME FUNCTION, SO WE, THOUGH MANY, ARE ONE BODY IN CHRIST…HAVING GIFTS THAT DIFFER…” (12: 4, 5, ESV).   AND SO I AM NO BETTER THAN YOU ARE.  WE HAVE THE SAME WORTH AS CHILDREN OF GOD.  BUT I HAVE A FUNCTION THAT YOU DO NOT HAVE:  I AM THE PASTOR.  AND WE EVEN SEE THIS IN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GOD THE FATHER AND GOD THE SON.  THEY ARE EQUAL AND YET IN 1 CORINTHIANS 15 PAUL SAYS THAT AFTER THE RESURRECTION FROM DEAD “THE SON HIMSELF WILL ALSO BE SUBJECTED TO HIM WHO PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIM” (V. 28, ESV).  JESUS SUBMITS HIMSELF TO HIS FATHER BECAUSE AS PAUL SAYS IN 1 CORINTHIANS 11 THAT “THE HEAD OF CHRIST IS GOD” (V 3, ESV).  THEREFORE, THERE IS NOTHING INHERENTLY WRONG OR BAD ABOUT SUBMISSION.  AND SO THEN A WIFE IS EQUAL TO HER HUSBAND IN TERMS OF VALUE AND WORTH BECAUSE  HUSBANDS AND WIVES ARE “ONE FLESH”.  BUT HUSBANDS AND WIVES HAVE DIFFERENT FUNCTIONS.  THE HUSBAND IS THE HEAD.  THIS MEANS THAT HE HAS THE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY TO LEAD THE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY AS WELL AS THE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY TO PROVIDE FOR HIS WIFE AND FAMILY AND TO PROTECT THEM.  AND HIS WIFE IS TO ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT HIM IN THIS THUS SHOW HIM RESPECT FOR HIS GOD GIVEN ROLE AS THE HEAD AS PAUL SAYS:  “AND LET THE WIFE SEE THAT SHE RESPECTS HER HUSBAND.”  
      B.  HOWEVER, EVEN THOUGH THE HUSBAND IS THE “HEAD” OF HIS WIFE, IT IS NOT HIS RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE HIS HER SUBMIT TO HIM.  THAT WOULD BE AN ABUSE OF HIS GOD GIVEN ROLE, WHICH IS TO LOVE HIS WIFE.  IT IS THE WIFE’S RESPONSIBILITY TO WILLINGLY SUBMIT TO THE LEADERSHIP OF HER HUSBAND.  SHE IS TO DO THIS OUT OF RESPECT FOR HER HUSBAND AND OUT OF LOVE FOR HER SAVIOR JESUS AS PAUL SAYS:  “WIVES, SUBMIT TO YOUR OWN HUSBANDS, AS TO THE LORD.”  IN OTHER WORDS A WIFE SUBMITS TO HER HUSBAND BECAUSE AS A CHRISTIAN SHE SUBMITS TO THE WILL OF GOD.  BUT OF COURSE, THIS IS MADE SO MUCH MORE EASIER IF SHE HAS A HUSBAND WHO LOVES HER.  BUT IF A WIFE REFUSES TO SUBMIT TO HER HUSBAND OR TO SHOW HIM RESPECT HE CAN ONLY LOVE HER AS CHRIST LOVES THE CHURCH..     
     C.  BUT JUST AS IT IS A SIN FOR A HUSBAND NOT TO LOVE HIS WIFE AS HE SHOULD, SO LIKEWISE, IT IS A SIN FOR A CHRISTIAN WIFE NOT TO RESPECT HER HUSBAND AS HER HEAD. BUT OUR LORD JESUS HAS ALSO DIED FOR THESE SINS OF WIVES AND IN THE WATERS OF BAPTISM THEY ARE WASHED AWAY AND FORGIVEN TO EMPOWER THEM TO ALSO CONFESS THEIR SIN TO THEIR HUSBAND AND TO RESPECT HIM.  NO MARRIAGE CAN BE HEALTHY AND STRONG WITHOUT MUTUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION AS JESUS REMINDS US IN THE PRAYER HE TAUGHT US:  “FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US.”. 
     CONCLUSION:  AT THE END OF OUR TEXT, PAUL QUOTES GENESIS 2:24:  “THEREFORE, A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND HOLD FAST TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.”   IN MARRIAGE GOD JOINS ONE MAN AND ONE WOMAN INTO ONE FLESH.  THEY ARE NO LONGER TWO BUT ONE.  AND IN THIS ONE FLESH THERE IS A HEAD, THE HUSBAND; AND THERE IS A BODY, THE WIFE.  AND IN MARRIAGE WE HAVE A BEAUTIFUL PICTURE OF CHRIST AND HIS BODY, THE CHURCH.  AND SO THE HUSBAND IS TO LOVE HIS WIFE AS HIS OWN BODY AND AS CHRIST LOVES THE CHURCH.  AND THE WIFE IS TO RESPECT HER HUSBAND AND SUBMIT TO HIM AS THE CHURCH SUBMITS TO CHRIST.  WHEN AND WHERE THIS IS NOT DONE THERE IS CONFLICT AND UNHAPPINESS.  BUT AS HUSBANDS LOVE THEIR WIVES AND WIVES RESPECT THEIR HUSBANDS THERE IS A MARVELOUS UNITY AND HARMONY BECAUSE THEY ARE THE “ONE FLESH”, AND A BEAUTIFUL PICTURE OF CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH.  AMEN..
