THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST            EPH. 5: 22-33                  AUGUST 26, 2013
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,

    LAST SUNDAY WE HEARD THAT SOME OF THE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS WERE SO OFFENDED BY WHAT HE SAID THAT THEY STOPPED FOLLOWING HIM.  HE EVEN ASKED THE APOSTLES IF THEY WANTED TO LEAVE TOO …..AND THEY SAID TO JESUS:  “LORD, TO WHOM SHALL WE GO…YOU HAVE THE WORDS OF ETERNAL LIFE” (JOHN 6: 58, ESV).    PEOPLE ARE OFTEN OFFENDED BY WHAT GOD SAYS INCLUDING WHAT HE SAYS ABOUT HUSBANDS AND WIVES…..AND ESPECIALLY THE PART ABOUT THE WIFE “SUBMITTING” TO HER HUSBAND.   WHENEVER I HAVE A WEDDING HERE AT MESSIAH THERE ARE USUALLY SOME PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNOD…..AND PERHAPS SOME THAT ARE NOT EVEN CHRISTIAN.  AND SO KATHY TELLS ME IT IS ALWAYS INTERESTING TO WATCH HOW PEOPLE RESPOND WHEN I ASK THE BRIDE IF SHE WILL “SUBMIT” TO HER HUSBAND.  TODAY PEOPLE HAVE ALL KINDS OF IDEAS ABOUT MARRIAGE…..INCLUDING GAY MARRIAGE.  BUT OF COURSE AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST WE ARE MORE CONCERNED WITH WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT MARRIAGE SINCE HE PERFORMED THE FIRST WEDDING CEREMONY IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN WITH ADAM AND EVE.  THEREFORE WE NEVER WANT OUR LORD JESUS TO SAY TO US WHAT HE SAYS TO THOSE IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON:  “YOU LEAVE THE COMMANDMENT OF GOD AND HOLD TO THE TRADITION OF MEN.”    AND SO AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST WE LISTEN TO THE APOSTLE PAUL WHO WAS HAND PICKED BY JESUS TO TEACH HIS CHURCH “GOD’S WILL FOR HUSBANDS AND WIVES.”
I.   GOD’S WILL FOR HUSBANDS IS VERY SIMPLE:   TO LOVE THEIR WIVES.  …THAT’S IT….BUT IF IT IS DONE RIGHT…THAT’S ALL THAT IS NEEDED.  PAUL GIVES US TWO EXAMPLES OF THIS LOVE..
     A.  HUSBANDS ARE TO LOVE THEIR WIVES AS THEY LOVE THEIR OWN BODIES.  THIS IS FAR MORE PROFOUND THAN WE MIGHT THINK AT FIRST.   WHERE DID THE FIRST WOMAN COME FROM?  FROM ADAM.  REMEMBER?  WE READ IN GENESIS “SO THE LORD GOD CAUSED A DEEP SLEEP TO FALL UPON THE MAN, AND WHILE HE SLEPT TOOK ONE OF HIS RIBS AND CLOSED UP ITS PLACE WITH FLESH.  AND THE RIB THAT HE LORD GOD HAD TAKEN FROM THE MAN HE MADE INTO A WOMAN AND BROUGHT HER TO THE MAN” (2: 21, 22, ESV).    AND SO WHEN ADAM LOVED EVE HE LOVED HIMSELF.  AND THIS IS TRUE FOR ALL HUSBANDS:  “…HUSBANDS SHOULD LOVE THEIR WIVES AS THEIR OWN BODIES.  HE WHO LOVES HIS WIFE, LOVES HIMSELF.”   MEN DO THEIR BEST TO TAKE CARE OF THEIR BODIES AND WHEN WE DON’T DO A VERY GOOD JOB… WE FEEL BAD ABOUT IT…….SO PAUL SAYS:  “FOR NO ONE EVER HATED HIS OWN FLESH BUT NOURISHES AND CHERISHES IT, JUST AS CHRIST DOES THE CHURCH.”  YES, JESUS CHERISHES AND NOURISHES HIS BODY WHICH IS THE CHURCH.  HE DOES THIS WITH HIS WORD AND SACRAMENTS GIVING THE SPIRITUAL FOOD OF FORGIVENESS, LIFE AND SALVATION.   HE ALWAYS WANTS WHAT IS BEST FOR US, WHAT IS GOOD FOR US   AND IN THIS WAY HUSBANDS ARE TO LOVE AND TAKE CARE OF THEIR WIVES AS THEY LOVE AND TAKE CARE OF THEIR OWN BODIES.  IF A HUSBAND HURTS HIS WIFE HE HURTS HIMSELF.  YES, EVERY HUSBAND KNOWS THAT AN UNHAPPY WIFE IS AN UNHAPPY HUSBAND.  SO HUSBANDS TREAT THEIR WIVES HOW THEY WANT TO BE TREATED….LOVING THEM WITH THOUGHTFULNESS, KINDESS AND CONSIDERATION, ALWAYS THINKING OF HER WELFARE….AND CHERISHING HER FOR THE GIFT OF GOD THAT SHE IS….FOR GOD WANTS A WIFE TO BE LOVED AND A WIFE WANTS TO BE LOVED.  THAT IS GOD’S WILL.
    B.  BUT PAUL USES ANOTHER ILLUSTRATION TO SHOW HOW DEEP AND GREAT THIS LOVE IS TO BE:  “HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR WIVES, AS CHRIST LOVED THE CHURCH AND GAVE HIMSELF UP FOR HER” (ESV).  “AS CHRIST LOVED THE CHURCH.”    A HUSBAND IS TO LOVE HIS WIFE SO MUCH THAT HE WOULD BE WILLING TO DIE FOR HER….BECAUSE THAT’S WHAT JESUS DID FOR HIS BRIDE, THE CHURCH.   HE DIED FOR US NOT BECAUSE WE ARE SO LOVING AND WONDERFUL.  WE ARE NOT.  AT LEAST THAT’S WHAT WE CONFESSED AT THE BEGINNING OF THE LITURGY.   DID WE MEAN WHAT WE SAID?   EVERYTIME WE SIN WE REFUSE TO SUBMIT TO JESUS, REFUSE TO RESPECT HIM AS OUR HUSBAND.   AND SO JESUS DIED FOR US NOT BECAUSE WE ARE SO LOVING….BUT BECAUSE HE IS.  ON THE CROSS HE PUT OUR NEEDS AHEAD OF HIS NEEDS………TO GIVE US FORGIVNESS, AND LIFE WITH GOD, NOW AND FOREVER.  AND THIS IS HOW HUSBANDS ARE TO LOVE THEIR WIVES….WITH SUCH SACRIFICAL LOVE PUTTING HER NEEDS AHEAD OF HIS OWN NEEDS…..AND EVEN IF THERE ARE TIMES THAT SHE MIGHT NOT BE  VERY LOVABLE…TO LOVE HER ANYWAY….   FOR THAT HIS HOW CHRIST HAS LOVED US.
     C.  BUT HUSBANDS ARE NOT PERFECT EITHER.  THEY DON’T ALWAYS LOVE THEIR WIVES WITH SUCH GREAT AND SACRIFICAL LOVE.  AND WHEN WE DON’T….. WE NOT ONLY SIN AGAINST OUR WIVES BUT AGAINST GOD WHO GAVE US OUR WIVES AS PRECIOUS GIFTS TO BE LOVED….  AND SO THERE MIGHT BE TIMES THAT A HUSBAND NEEDS TO CONFESS HIS SIN NOT ONLY TO HIS WIFE, BUT ALSO TO GOD.   AND BECAUSE OF JESUS’ SACRIFICAL LOVE GOD GIVES HIS FORGIVESS THROUGH HIS WORD, THE WATERS OF BAPTISM, WHICH PAUL MENTIONS IN OUR TEXT AS THE WASHING OF WATER BY THE WORD” AND BY THE BODY AND BLOOD OF JESUS.  AND WHEN THE HUSBAND CONFESSES HIS SIN TO HIS WIFE SHE IS OBLIGATED TO FORGIVE HIM AS JESUS HAS TAUGHT US: “FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US.”   AND RENEWED WITH SUCH FORGIVENESS FROM BOTH GOD AND HIS WIFE….A HUSBAND CAN ONCE AGAIN RENEW HIS COMMITMENT TO LOVE IS WIFE AS HE LOVES HIS OWN BODY…AND AS CHRIST LOVES THE CHURCH.
II.  AND WHAT IS GOD’S WILL FOR A WIFE?  THAT SHE RESPECTS HER HUSBAND AND SUBMIT TO HIS GOD GIVEN LEADERSHIP… AS PAUL SAYS:  “WIVES SUBMIT TO YOUR OWN HUSBANDS, AS TO THE LORD.”
     A.   IT IS THAT NASTY LITTLE WORD “SUBMIT” THAT PEOPLE DON’T LIKE.  IT OFFENDS HUMAN PRIDE.  THAT’S THE REAL PROBLEM WITH THE WORD “SUBMIT” ….HUMAN PRIDE.  BUT THE GREEK WORD TRANSLATED AS “SUBMIT” HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH A PERSON’S VALUE OR WORTH;  IT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH BEING SUPERIOR OR INFERIOR.  THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT MEN AND WOMEN, HUSBANDS AND WIVES ARE OF EQUAL VALUE.   BOTH HAVE BEEN MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD AND ONE IS NOT BETTER THAN THE OTHER...  BUT AS ANY TEENAGER CAN TELL YOU... MEN AND WOMEN ARE ALSO DIFFERENT AND HUSBANDS AND WIVES DO NOT HAVE THE SAME FUNCTION IN A MARRIAGE.  THIS DISTINCTION BEWEEN WORTH AND VALUE ON THE ONE HAND AND FUNCTION ON THE OTHER HAND IS IMPORTANT.  IN GOD’S EYES ALL PEOPLE ARE THE SAME TO HIM.   THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES HAS NO MORE VALUE OR WORTH TO GOD THAN THE WEAKEST, POOREST AMERCIAN.  BUT THERE IS ONLY ONE PRESIDENT.  AND HE HAS A DIFFERENT FUNCITON THAN THE REST OF US.  SO, EVEN HERE THERE IS THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN VALUE AND WORTH ON THE ONE HAND AND FUNCTION ON THE OTHER HAND.  AND THIS IS ALSO TRUE IN THE CHURCH, THE BODY OF CHRIST.  IN THE CHURCH WE ARE ALL EQUAL BUT WE DON’T ALL HAVE THE SAME FUNCTION AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE ROMANS:  “FOR AS IN ONE BODY WE HAVE MANY MEMBERS, AND THE MEMBERS DO NOT ALL HAVE THE SAME FUNCTION, SO WE, THOUGH MANY, ARE ONE BODY IN CHRIST…HAVING GIFTS THAT DIFFER…” (12: 4, 5, ESV).   IN GOD’S EYES PASTOR MANKIN AND I HAVE NO MORE VALUE, NO MORE WORTH THAN YOU HAVE….BUT WE HAVE A FUNCTION THAT YOU DO NOT HAVE:  WE ARE THE PASTORS OF MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH AND YOU ARE NOT.  BUT THERE IS MORE.  WE EVEN SEE THIS IN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GOD THE FATHER AND THE GOD THE SON.  THEY ARE BOTH EQUAL.  AND YET IN 1 CORINTHIANS 15 PAUL SAYS THAT AFTER THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD AND IN THAT NEW WORLD TO COME:  “THE SON HIMSELF WILL ALSO BE SUBJECTED TO HIM WHO PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIM (V. 28, ESV).  THE POINT IS THAT THERE IS NOTHING INHERENTLY BAD OR WRONG ABOUT SUBMISSION.   WHEN A POLICE OFFICER PULLS US OVER TO THE SIDE OF THE ROAD WE ARE SUBMITTING TO HIM…NOT BECAUSE HE IS A BETTER PERSON THAN WE ARE…BUT BECAUSE OF HIS FUNCTION.  AND SO A HUSBAND AND A WIFE ARE “ONE FLESH”… BUT THEY HAVE DIFFERENT FUNCITONS.  THE HUSBAND IS THE HEAD WHICH MEANS HE HAS THE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY TO LEAD, TO PROTECT AND TO PROVIDE.  IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO A MAN THAT HE BE RESPECTED AS A MAN.  BUT MORE IMPORANTLY THIS IS GOD’S WILL AS WELL…AND THE WIFE IS TO SUBMIT TO HER HUSBAND’S LEADERSHP, SUPPORT HIM AND RESPECT HIM IN HIS GOD GIVEN ROLE AS PAUL SAYS:  “AND LET THE WIFE SEE THAT SHE RESPECTS HER HUSBAND.”   
     B.  EVEN THOUGH THE HUSBAND IS THE HEAD OF THE WIFE…IT IS NOT HIS JOB TO MAKE HER SUBMIT…. THAT WOULD BE AN ABUSE OF HIS GOD GIVEN ROLE TO LOVE HIS WIFE.  VERBAL, EMOTIONAL OR PHYSCIAL ABUSE IS A SIN NOT ONLY AGAINST A WIFE BUT ALSO A SIN AGAINST GOD WHO GAVE HIM HIS WIFE TO BE LOVED, NOT ABUSED.    INSTEAD, IT IS THE WIFE’S RESPONSIBILITY AND HERS ALONE TO SUBMIT TO THE LEADERSHIP OF HER HUSBAND.   AND SHE DOES THIS NOT ONLY FROM HER LOVE AND RESPECT FOR HER HUSBAND…..BUT ESPECAIALLY OUT OF LOVE OF HER GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS AS PAUL SAYS, “WIVES, SUBMIT TO YOUR OWN HUSBANDS, AS TO THE LORD.”   IN OTHER WORDS SHE WILLINGLY AND GLADLY DOES THIS BECAUSE SHE IS A CHRISTIAN.. AND SHE KNOWS THAT THIS IS GOD’S WILL FOR HER MARRIAGE.   BUT OF COURSE, THIS IS MADE SO MUCH EASISER IF HER HUSBAND IS TRULY TRYING TO LOVE HER AS GOD WANTS HIM TO LOVE HER.  BUT IF A WIFE REFUSES TO SUBMIT OR TO SHOW HIM RESPECT………THERE IS NOTHING A HUSBAND CAN DO….BUT CONTINUE TO LOVE HER……AS HIS OWN BODY AND….AS CHRIST LOVES THE CHURCH.
     C.  BUT JUST AS IT IS A SIN FOR A HUSBAND NOT TO LOVE HIS WIFE, SO LIKEWISE IT IS A SIN FOR A WIFE NOT TO RESPECT HER HUSBAND AND SUBMIT TO HIM….   AND IF THAT HAPPENS, SHE ALSO NEEDS TO CONFESS HER SIN NOT ONLY TO GOD BUT ALSO TO HER HUSBAND.    AND GOD’S FORGIVENESS IS HERS THROUGH HIS WORD, THE WATERS OF HER BAPTISM AND THE BODY AND BLOOD OF JESUS.  AND LIKEWISE, THE HUSBAND IS OBLIGATED TO FORGIVE HER AS JESUS TAUGHT US:  “FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US.”   NO MARRIAGE CAN BE HEALTHY AND STRONG WITHOUT SUCH MUTUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLTUION.

CONCLUSION:  AT THE END OF OUR TEXT PAUL QUOTES GENESIS 2: 24:  “THEREFORE, A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER AND HOLD FAST TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH”.  IN MARRIAGE GOD JOINS ONE MAN AND ONE WOMAN INTO ONE FLESH.  THEY ARE NO LONGER TWO BUT ONE.  AND IN THIS ONE FLESH THERE IS A HEAD, THE HUSBAND, AND THERE IS A BODY, THE WIFE….A BEAUTIFUL PICTURE OF CHRIST AND HIS BODY, THE CHURCH.  AND THIS IS WHY PAUL SAYS THAT HUSBANDS ARE TO LOVE THEIR WIVES AS CHRIST LOVES THE CHURCH….  AND THAT THE WIFE IS TO RESPECT HER HUSBAND AND SUBMIT TO HIM AS THE CHURCH SUBMITS TO CHRIST.  AND WHEN THIS IS NOT DONE BY ONE OR BOTH SPOUSES………….THERE IS CONFLICT AND UNHAPPINESS………..BUT WHEN AND WHERE IT IS DONE……………..THERE IS A UNITY AND HARMONY……….BECAUSE THEY ARE “ONE FLESH” …AND THE RESULT IS A BEAUTIFUL PICTURE OF CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH.  AMEN.
