FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST       LUKE 14: 25-35    SEPT. 4, 2016
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
      IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON FOR THIS MORNING JESUS IS SPEAKING AGAINST… AN EASY CHRISTIANITY, A SOFT CHRISTIANITY, A CONVENIENT CHRISTIANITY, A CHRISTIANITY THAT ISN'T CONCERNED ABOUT COMMITMENT, RESPONSIBILITY… AND SUFFERING.  A LARGE CROWD WAS FOLLOWING JESUS….  FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS.  SOME WERE NOTHING MORE THAN “GROUPIES”.  THEY SAW JESUS AS A CELEBRITY, A FAMOUS PERSON.   THEY WERE JUST CURIOUS ABOUT THIS FAMOUS MAN….THEY CAME TO CHECK HIM OUT.   STILL OTHERS WANTED SOMETHING FROM HIM…PERHAPS A HEALING OR TO BE FED.  THAT’S WHAT GROUPIES DO THEY HANG ON TO A PERSON HOPING TO GET SOMETHING OUT OF HIM.   PERHAPS OTHERS WERE MORE SERIOUS ABOUT JESUS…  BUT WHAT WAS THEIR REAL COMMITMENT TO JESUS?   THAT'S THE POINT OF OUR TEXT.  WHAT WAS THEIR REAL COMMITMENT TO JESUS?  AND SO HE TURNED TO THE CROWD…. AND TO US THIS MORNING… AND TELLS THEM… AND US..    THAT TO BE A FOLLOWER OF JESUS CHRIST WE MUST BE WILLING TO: “GIVE UP EVERYTHING FOR JESUS.”
I.  FIRST, WE MUST BE CLEAR ABOUT WHAT JESUS IS NOT SAYING AND WHAT HE IS SAYING.
     A.  JESUS IS NOT SAYING THAT WE BECOME HIS DISCIPLES BECAUSE OF WHAT WE DO.  JESUS DOESN'T ASK US TO GIVE HIM ANYTHING OR TO DO ANYTHING FOR HIM TO BE OUR SAVIOR.  NO… AS OUR SAVIOR… .HE IS THE ONE WHO GIVES TO US….BECAUSE OF WHAT HE DOES FOR US.....ALL BY HIMSELF, WITH NO HELP FROM US…  HE HAS DEFEATED SIN AND DEATH AND THE DEVIL AND RESTORED OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.  ALL BY HIMSELF HE PERFECTLY KEPT ALL OF GOD'S COMMANDMENTS, LIVING A PERFECT LIFE OF LOVE….ALL FOR US AS OUR SUBSTITUTE...   AND ALL BY HIMSELF HE ALSO DIED A MOST HORRIBLE DEATH…..FOR US…TO CANCEL OUR DEBT OF SIN THAT WE OWED TO GOD.   AND THEN…ALL BY HIMSELF HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD… DEFEATING DEATH ITSELF.  .  JESUS DID ALL OF THESE THINGS FOR US WITHOUT ASKING ANYTHING FROM US…NOTHING.   HE DID ALL THESE THINGS FOR US… EVEN THOUGH WE ARE NOT WORTHY OF THEM.   AND WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR US… FORGIVENESS OF SINS, PEACE WITH GOD, AND ETERNAL LIFE…. HE FREELY OFFERS AND GIVES TO US IN HIS WORD AND SACRAMENTS.  
     B.  ON THE OTHER HAND… ONCE WE BELIEVE IN HIM AS OUR SAVIOR…ONCE WE ARE HIS DISCIPLE…THEN… HE ASKS EVERYTHING OF US.  YES…….EVERYTHING….AND OF COURSE, HE HAS EVERY RIGHT TO ASK EVERYTHING FROM US…. SINCE… HE GAVE UP EVERYTHING FOR US.  … AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS: "… THOUGH HE WAS IN THE FORM OF GOD, [HE} DID NOT COUNT EQUALITY WITH GOD A THING TO BE GRASPED, BUT EMPTIED HIMSELF, BY TAKING THE FORM OF A SERVANT, BEING BORN IN THE LIKENESS OF MEN. AND BEING FOUND IN HUMAN FORM, HE HUMBLED HIMSELF BY BECOMING OBEDIENT TO THE POINT OF DEATH, EVEN DEATH ON A CROSS" (2: 6-8, ESV)   AS GOD IN HUMAN FORM NO ONE WAS ABLE TO 
TAKE JESUS' LIFE FROM HIM.  THAT WAS NOT POSSIBLE.  RATHER, HE GAVE HIS LIFE… AS AN ACT OF LOVE.   AND BECAUSE HE IS THE ONLY ONE WHO HAS DONE THIS FOR US…BECAUSE HE ALONE SAVES US FROM SIN, DEATH AND ETERNAL DAMNATION..… JESUS WANTS US TO LOVE HIM MORE THAN ANYONE OR ANYTHING.  MORE THAN OUR FATHER OR MOTHER, OUR BROTHERS OR SISTERS, OUR WIFE OR HUSBAND…OR OUR CHILDREN.  WE ARE TO LOVE JESUS CHRIST EVEN MORE THAN WE LOVE OUR OWN LIFE.  AND IN VIEW OF WHAT HE AND HE ALONE HAS DONE FOR US…THIS IS NOT AN UNREASONABLE EXPECTATION ……….AS JESUS SAYS IN VERSE 33, . “ANY ONE OF YOU WHO DOES NOT RENOUNCE ALL THAT HE HAS CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLES”.   DID YOU KNOW THIS WHAT JESUS EXPECTS?  AND DO YOU AGREE THAT WE SHOULD LOVE JESUS MORE THAN ANYONE OR ANYTHING IN ALL OF LIFE?  AND IF SO………. 
II.  DO WE?   
     A.  NOW…  AT THIS POINT WE MUST BE PAINFULLY HONEST….BASED ON OUR OWN POWER AND STRENGTH…WE CANNOT DO WHAT JESUS EXPECTS US TO DO.  THAT’S THE POINT OF THE TWO PARABLES THAT JESUS TELLS.   IN THE PARABLE OF THE TOWER THE POINT IS THAT THE BUILDER IS NOT ABLE TO FINISH IT.  IN THE PARABLE OF THE KINGS GOING TO WAR THE KING WITH THE SMALLER ARMY REALIZED THAT HE DIDN’T HAVE A FIGHTING CHANCE.   JESUS IS TELLING US THAT WHEN IT COMES TO BEING 100% DEDICATED TO HIM… WE CAN’T DO IT ON OUR OWN ….YES WE SAY WE LOVE JESUS.  * BUT EVERY TIME WE SIN… WE LOVE SOMEONE OR SOMETHING MORE THAN JESUS.  * WHENEVER CHRISTIANS SKIP CHURCH FOR NO GOOD REASON… THEY LOVE SOMEONE OR SOMETHING MORE THAN JESUS.  * WHEN CHRISTIANS CAN'T FIND TIME TO READ THEIR BIBLES… THEY LOVE SOMETHING OR SOMEONE MORE THAN JESUS.   * WHEN CHRISTIANS THINK ABORTION IS A SIN…UNTIL THEIR DAUGHTER NEEDS ONE… THEY LOVE THEIR DAUGHTER MORE THAN JESUS. * WHEN CHRISTIANS THINK HOMOSEXUALITY IS A SIN… UNTIL THEY HAVE A GAY SON...THEY LOVE THEIR SON MORE THAN JESUS.  *  IF CHURCH OFFERINGS WERE NO LONGER TAX DEDUCTIBLE…HOW MANY CHRISTIANS MIGHT CUT BACK ON THEIR OFFERING…BECAUSE THEY LOVE MONEY MORE THAN JESUS?  * AND IF WE CAN'T DO THESE THINGS…. HOW THEN WILL WE BE ABLE TO GIVE UP ALL OUR MONEY AND OUR HOUSE… AND ALL THINGS FOR HIM?  AND EVEN SUFFER AND DIE FOR HIM?  HERE'S THE POINT.  IT IS A SERIOUS THING TO BE A FOLLOWER OF JESUS.  JESUS HAS HIGH EXPECTATIONS; AND IT'S NOT EASY…BEING A DISCIPLE OF JESUS IS NOT FOR WIMPS.  IT TAKES A LOT OF FAITH AND COURAGE…AND HAS POTENTIAL FOR SUFFERING AND EVEN DEATH.   SO JESUS SAYS “SALT IS GOOD, BUT IF SALT HAS LOST ITS TASTE, HOW SHALL ITS SALTINESS BE RESTORED? IT IS OF NO USE EITHER FOR THE SOIL OR FOR THE MANURE PILE. IT IS THROWN AWAY” (VV. 34, 35, ESV).    JESUS IS TALKING ABOUT US AS HE SAYS IN MATTHEW'S GOSPEL: “YOU ARE THE SALT OF 
THE EARTH, BUT IF SALT HAS LOST ITS TASTE, HOW SHALL ITS SALTINESS BE RESTORED? IT IS NO LONGER GOOD FOR ANYTHING EXCEPT TO BE THROWN OUT AND TRAMPLED UNDER PEOPLE'S FEET" (5:13, ESV).   IT WAS A GREAT SACRIFICE FOR JESUS TO GIVE UP EVERYTHING FOR US …AND HE EXPECTS US TO GIVE UP EVERYTHING FOR HIM.  AND IF WE DON'T ...LIKE SALT BECOMING WORTHLESS……WE BECOME WORTHLESS.. .AS A WITNESS TO JESUS CHRIST…
     B.  SO WHAT'S THE ANSWER?   JESUS IS THE ANSWER   …HE’S ALWAYS THE ANSWER.  BECAUSE ONLY JESUS CAN GIVE US THE ABILITY TO DO WHAT HE ASKS OF US.  HOW?  BY WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR US….BY THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S LOVE AND FORGIVENESS IN HIM….  AH, BUT THAT'S THE QUESTION. ISN'T IT?  WHAT HAS JESUS DONE FOR US?  HAS HE DONE SOMETHING… LITTLE?  OR SOMETHING… BIG?   YES, JESUS CHRIST HAS DIED FOR ALL OF OUR SINS.  BUT HOW MANY SINS DO WE HAVE?  JUST A FEW?  OR A LOT?  AND HOW BAD ARE OUR SINS?  NOT TOO BAD?  OR REALLY BAD?   THESE ARE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS… BECAUSE IF WE THINK WE DON'T HAVE VERY MANY SINS OR THAT THEY AREN’T VERY BAD……THEN JESUS DIDN'T REALLY DO VERY MUCH FOR US….  DID HE?  AND THAT'S HOW MUCH WE WILL LOVE HIM:  ONLY A LITTLE..  BUT IF WE REALIZE THAT WE HAVE LOTS OF SINS….MORE SINS THAN WE CAN EVEN KNOW ABOUT …AND THAT THESE SINS ARE REALLY BAD…THEN JESUS DID A LOT FOR US… AND WE WILL LOVE HIM MORE…. AS JESUS SAYS IN EARLIER IN LUKE'S GOSPEL: "… HE WHO IS FORGIVEN LITTLE… LOVES LITTLE” (7: 47, ESV).   ….. NOW, FAST FORWARD TO THE DAY THAT YOU ARE DYING….AND TO THE JUDGMENT DAY.  ON THOSE DAYS NO ONE AND NOTHING CAN HELP YOU……..EXCEPT JESUS....  FOR ONLY IN HIM WILL YOU FIND FORGIVENESS AND PEACE WITH GOD.  ONLY IN HIM WILL YOU FIND THE COMFORT OF THE HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE IN A NEW WORLD TO COME.  BUT THIS IS EASY TO FORGET …ISN'T IT? …..  IT IS SO EASY TO MAKE OTHER PEOPLE AND OTHER THINGS MORE IMPORTANT THAT JESUS….BUT DON'T DESPAIR…., BECAUSE, YOU SEE….*  JESUS DIED EVEN FOR OUR LACK OF COMMITMENT TO HIM.  *  HE DIED FOR OUR NOT LOVING HIM AS WE SHOULD....FOR NOT PICKING UP OUR CROSS AND FOLLOWING HIM.  * HE DIED FOR OUR SIN OF LOVING FAMILY MEMBERS AND EVEN THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD MORE THAN WE LOVE HIM.  THEREFORE, WE NEED NOT DESPAIR.  IT IS NEVER TOO LATE.   WHENEVER WE SEEK GOD’S FORGIVENESS IN JESUS CHRIST…….IT IS ALWAYS GIVEN.  ALWAYS…JESUS NEVER DENIES US OR PUSHES US AWAY.   HOW THEN …CAN WE NOT LOVE HIM MORE?… MORE THAN ANYONE OR ANYTHING IN THIS WORLD?   FOR WHAT GREATER MESSAGE CAN A TROUBLED SINNER HEAR FROM AN ALMIGHTY AND HOLY GOD THAN…. “I LOVE YOU AND I FORGIVE YOU”?   AND FOR ALL OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE THIS… THEY ARE LIKE SALT…SALT THAT IS GOOD.   
CONCLUSION.    IN CONCLUSION, LISTEN ONCE AGAIN TO OUR SERMON HYMN…
1
WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS
    ON WHICH THE PRINCE OF GLORY DIED,
MY RICHEST GAIN I COUNT BUT LOSS
    AND POUR CONTEMPT ON ALL MY PRIDE.
2
FORBID IT, LORD, THAT I SHOULD BOAST
    SAVE IN THE DEATH OF CHRIST, MY GOD;
ALL THE VAIN THINGS THAT CHARM ME MOST,
    I SACRIFICE THEM TO HIS BLOOD.
3
SEE, FROM HIS HEAD, HIS HANDS, HIS FEET
    SORROW AND LOVE FLOW MINGLED DOWN!
DID E’ER SUCH LOVE AND SORROW MEET
    OR THORNS COMPOSE SO RICH A CROWN?
4
WERE THE WHOLE REALM OF NATURE MINE,
    THAT WERE A TRIBUTE FAR TOO SMALL;
LOVE SO AMAZING, SO DIVINE,
    DEMANDS MY SOUL, MY LIFE, MY ALL!
AMEN.
