FIFTHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST             MARK 7: 31-37               SEPT. 6, 2015
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,

     CAN YOU IMAGNE BEING IN THAT CROWD WHEN JESUSW HEALED THAT MAN?  TRY TO PUT YOURSELF INTO THE SCENE……AND HOW STUNNED AND AMAZED YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN JUST LIKE EVERYONE ELSE WHO SAW IT.  BUT THERE IS MORE GOING ON IN OUR TEXT THAN JUST AN AMAZING HEALING.  ANYONE WHO DID WHAT JESUS DID WOULD BE CONSIDERED A CELEBRITY.  CAN YOU IMAGINE THE ATTENTION JESUS WOULD HAVE GOTTEN IF THE MODERN MEDIA WOULD HAVE BEEN AVAILABLE?  TV, THE INTERNET AND FACEBOOK?  BUT EVEN MORE IMPORTANT DID YOU NOTICE THAT CONNECTION BETWEEN OUR GOSPEL READING AND THE OLD TESTAMENT READING?  ISAIAH SAYS:  BEHOLD, YOUR GOD…WILL COME…AND SAVE YOU.  THEN…THE EARS OF THE DEAF UNSTOPPED…AND THE TONGUE OF THE MUTE SING FOR JOY" (35: 4-6).   ISAIAH WAS WRITING ABOUT THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH, THE CHRIST…THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD.  HE WAS WRITING ABOUT JESUS…..AS SHOWN BY THE HEALING OF DEAF AND MUTE MAN.  DID THE PEOPLE IN OUR TEXT MAKE THAT CONNECTION?  DID THEY KNOW HE WAS THE MESSIAH?  WE ARE NOT TOLD.  BUT WE KNOW THE CONNECTION.......EVEN AS HE SHOWS US THE CONNECTION BETWEEN "BLESSINGS AND OBEDIENCE".
I.  AS CHRISTIANS WE HAVE COME TO KNOW THE BLESSINGS OF JESUS CHRIST.  WE KNOW THAT IN HIM WE HAVE A COMPASSIONATE AND LOVING SAVIOR WHO HAS RESTORED OUR RELATLIONSHIP WITH GOD AND GIVEN US VICTORY OVER DEATH.

     A.  WE CERTAINLY SEE THIS COMPASSION IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON WHERE JESUS HEALS A MAN WHO WAS DEAF AND HAD A SPEECH IMPEDIMENT.  THE FIRST THING JESUS DID WAS  PULL THE MAN AWAY FROM THE CROWD.   HE DIDN'T WANT THIS MAN TO BE DISTRACTED BY THE CROWD…BUT TO HAVE HIS FULL ATTENTION ON HIM.  AND HE PUT HIS FINGERS INTO EACH ONE OF HIS EARS AND THEN ON HIS TONGUE….AND THEN HE LOOKED UP TO HEAVEN TO SHOW THIS MAN THAT WHAT WAS ABOUT TO HAPPEN…WAS FROM GOD..……AND THEN JESUS SAID:  "BE OPENED"…AND IMMEDIATELY, THE MAN COULD HEAR AND HE SPOKE PLANINLY……NO DOUBT IN GIVING THANKS AND PRAISE TO JESUS.  …….AND WHAT ABOUT THE HUSHED CROWED THAT WAS WATCHING?  "THEY WERE ASTONISHED BEYOND MEASURE….HE EVEN MAKES THE DEAF HEAR AND THE MUTE SPEAK." (V.37).    BUT DESPITE THIS GREAT MIRACLE THIS MAN WOULD STILL DIE SOMEDAY.  HE NEEDED JESUS NOT ONLY AS A HEALER BUT AS HIS SAVIOR FROM SIN AND DEATH.  IN THE FUTURE THIS SAME JESUS, WITH ALL OF HIS GREAT POWER TO HEAL, WOULD REFUSE TO USE HIS POWER….IN ORDER TO DIE AND BE FORSAKEN OF GOD TO PAY FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD…YOUR SIN AND MINE.  WHAT GOOD WOULD IT BE FOR THIS MAN TO BE HEALED AND THEN SPEND ETERNITY IN HELL?     
     B.  YOU AND I KNOW THAT WHAT JESUS DID ON THAT CROSS WAS MORE IMPORTANT THAN ANY PHYSCIAL HEALING.   A HEALING IS ONLY TEMPORARY….ONLY FOR THIS LIFE………BUT WHAT 
JESUS DID FOR US ON THE CROSS IS NOT ONLY FOR THIS LIFE…BUT FOR ETERNITY.   SOONER OR LATER WE WILL DIE…..AND YET WE HAVE GOD'S PROMISE IN JESUS CHRIST THAT AT HIS RETURN WE WILL BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD TO HAVE NEW GLORIFIED BODIES LIKE JESUS ALREADY HAS.  AND WE WILL LIVE IN A NEW WORLD, A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH WHERE HEALINGS WILL NO LONGER BE NECESSARY BECAUSE SIN AND DEATH WILL BE NO MORE AS WE READ IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION:  "HE WILL WIPE AWAY EVERY TEAR FROM THEIR EYES, AND DEATH SAHLL BE NO MORE, NO CRYING, NOR PAIN ANYMORE, FOR THE FORMER THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY" (21: 4, ESV).  NO MORE DOCTORS OR HOSPITALS.  ALL OF THE HEALINGS OF JESUS ARE SIMPLY PREVIEWS OF THE COMING NEW WORLD WHEN OUR BODIES WILL NO LONGER NEED HEALING.  AND SO THIS MEANS THAT TRUSTING IN JESUS AS OUR SAVIOR FROM SIN AND DEATH IS EVEN MORE IMPORTANT THAN A PHYSCIAL HEALING.  THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST WE HAVE RECEIVE GTHE MOST IMPORTANT HEALING OF ALL……THE HEALING OF OUR SOUL AND OUR RELATLIONSHIP WITH GOD AS PETER SAYS IN HIS FIRST LETTER:  "HE HIMSELF BORE OUR SINS IN HIS BODY ON THE TREE….BY HIS WOUNDS YOU HAVE BEEN HEALED" (2: 24, ESV).   JESUS GIVES US THIS SPIRITUAL HEALING BY TOUCHING OUR EARS WITH HIS WORD AND TOUCHING OUR TONGUES WITH HIS BODY AND BLOOD AS WE EAT THE BREAD AND DRINK THE WINE.  EVERY SUNDAY JESUS CALLS US AWAY FROM THE DISTRACTING CROWDS AND THE BUSYNESS OF LIFE SO THAT WE MIGHT FOCUS ON HIM SO THAT OUR EARS CAN BE OPENED TO HEAR OF HIS LOVE AND FORGIVENESS AND SO THAT OUR TONGUES MIGHT BE LOOSED TO GIVE HIM THANKS AND PRAISE.
II.  BUT THEN WHAT?  AFTER WE LEAVE THE SERVICE AND GO HOME…THEN WHAT?  DO WE FORGET ABOUT JESUS AND HIS BLESSINGS UNTIL WE COME BACK?  NO!  WE DAILY REMEMBER HIM AND HIS BLESSINGS BY LIVING FOR HIM AND DOING WHAT HE SAYS.
     A.  AH..BUT THAT'S NOT WHAT HAPPENED IN OUR TEXT.  THE PEOPLE IN OUR TEXT HAD SEEN A GREAT MIRACLE……THEY WERE EVEN "ASTONISHED BEYOND ALL MEASURE, SAYING, 'HE HAS DONE ALL THINGS WELL.  HE EVEN MAKES THE DEAF HEAR AND THE MUTE SPEAK" (V. 37, ESV).

  BUT DID YOU NOTICE HOW THEY DISHONORED JESUS BY DISOBEYING HIM?  JESUS TOLD THEM NOT ONCE…REPEATEDLY NOT TO TELL ANYONE WHAT THEY HAD SEEN….AND THEY SIMPLY IGNORED HIM………THEY DISOBEYED HIM….."AND JESUS CHARGED THEM TO TELL NO ONE.  BUT THE MORE HE CHARGED THEM, THE MORE ZEALOUSLY THEY PROCLAIMED IT' (V. 36, ESV).   THIS PEOPLE DISOBEYED A CLEAR, STRONG COMMAND OF JESUS.  WHY?  WE ARE NOT TOLD.  THE OBVIOUS REASON IS THAT THEY COULDN'T KEEP TO THEMSELVES WHAT THEY HAD SEEN.   "WOW, DID HYOU HEAR WHAT JESUS OF NAZARETH DID YESTERDAY……WELL, I WAS THERE……..AND SAW IT WITH MY OWN EYES!"  OF COURSE THIS DISOBEDIENCE COULD EASLIY BE DEFENDED.  THEY WERE SAYING TRUTHFUL NICE THINGS ABOUT JESUS.  HOW COULD THAT BE WRONG?  HOW COULD THAT BE WRONG?  BECAUSE HE TOLD THEM NOT TO DO THAT.  IT DOESN'T MATTER WHY HE TOLD THEM THAT.  IT WASN'T THERE PLACE TO JUDGE WHAT JESUS SAID……….THERE WERE SUPPOSED TO OBEY HIM AND NOT TELL ANYONE.  BUT THEY DISOBEYED HIM.  AND THAT'S NOT GOOD.

     B.  AND SO IT IS WITH US.  JESUS ALSO SHOWS US GREAT COMPASSION AND GIVES US MANY BLESSINGS, BOTH PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL.  AS WE LEAVE EACH SUNDAY MORNING WE LEAVE ONCE AGAIN WITH GOD'S PEACE …..KNOWING THAT IN JESUS CHRIST HE LOVES US, FORGIVES US AND GIVES US LIFE.  BUT UNLIKE THE PEOPLE IN OUR TEXT ……HE WANTS US TO OBEY HIM AND DO WHAT HE SAYS.  HE TOLD THEM NOT TO TELL ANYONE ABOUT WHAT HE HAD DONE….BUT HE TELLS US TO TELL THE WHOLE WORLD WHAT HE HAS DONE!  "GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS…" (MATT. 28: 19, ESV).  OF COURSE, THIS IS THE BASIC MISSION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH…TELLING EVERYONE THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST, WHO HE IS AND WHAT HE HAS DONE.  JESUS SAYS THIS TO ME…….AND HE SAYS IT TO YOU TOO….IN HIS LETTER FIREST LETTER THE APOSTLE PETER SAYS TO YOU, "…ALWAYS BEING PREPARED TO MAKE A DEFENSE TO ANYONE WHO ASKS YOU FOR A REASON FOR THE HOPE THAT IS IN YOU…." (3: 15, ESV),   YOU ARE TO SIMPLY BE AWARE OF THE PEOPLE IN OUR LIVES WHO DO NOT CONFESS FAITH IN JESUS:  FAMILY, FRIENDS, PEOPLE AT WORK OR SCHOOL AND SO ON.   AND IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR THEM…GOD WILL GIVE YOU OPPORTUNITES TO TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.  AND IT'S NOT COMPLICATED.  YOU TELL THEM WHY YOU BELIEVE IN HIM. BECAUSE JUST THE PEOPLE IN OUR TEXT YOU TOO ARE "ASTONISHED BEYOND MEASURE" (V. 37, ESV) ABOUT JESUS.  JUST TELL THEM WHAT YOU KNOW AND WHY JESUS IS A BLESSING TO YOU……THAT'S IT!  AT THIS TIME OF THE YEAR WE CAN INVITE SOMEONE TO GO WITH YOU TO THE ADULT INFORMATION CLASS WHICH STARTS ON SEPTEMBER 24TH.
CONCLUSION:   OUR THEME FOR THIS MORNING HAS BEEN "BLESSINGS AND OBEDIENCE".  THE PEOPLE IN OUR TEXT SAW A GREAT BLESSING….BUT THEY DISHONORED JESUS BY TELLING OTHERS ABOUT HIM WHEN HE TOLD THEM NOT TOO.  FOR US……IT'S THE EXACT OPPOSITE.  WE TOO HAVE GREAT BLESSINGS IN JESUS CHRIST……PEACE WITH GOD THROUGH THE FORGIVNESS OF OUR SINS AND THE WONDERUL HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION TO A NEW LIFE AND A NEW WORLD.  AND WHEN WE HAVE THE OPPROTUNITY……WE TELL OTHERS ABOUT HIM.  AMEN. 
