FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST    MAKR 7: 31-37                       SEPTEMBER 9, 2012

MY FELLOW REDEEMD IN CHRIST,

     CAN YOU IMAGINE BEING IN THAT CROWD WHEN JESUS HEALD THAT MAN?  TRY TO PUT YOURSELF IN THAT SCENE…AND HOW AMAZED YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN?  BUT THERE IS MORE GOING ON IN OUR TEXT THAN JESUS AN AMAZING HEALING.   ANYBODY WHO DID WHAT JESUS DID WOULD BE CONSIDERED SOMEONE DIFFERENT AND SPECIAL.  CAN YOU IMAGINE THE ATTENTION JESUS WOULD HAVE GOTTEN IF THE MODERN MEDIA HAD BEEN AVAILABLE?  BUT MORE IMPORTANT….DID YOU NOTICE THE CONNNECTION BETWEEN THE GOSPEL AND OLD TESTAMENT READINGS?  ISAIAH SAYS:  “BEHOLD, YOUR GOD…WILL COME…AND SAVE YOU, THEN…THE EARS OF THE DEAF UNSTOPPED…AND THE TONGUE OF THE MUTE SING FOR JOY” (IS. 35: 4-6, ESV).  ISAIAH IS TALKING THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH, THE CHRIST; HE IS TALKING ABOUT JESUS.  WHEN JESUS HEALED THAT MAN’S HEARING AND SPEECH HE WAS SHOWING THE HE WAS THE ONE THAT ISAIAH WAS TALKING ABOUT!  HE WAS THE MESSIAH, THE CHRIST, WHO WOULD SAVE THE WORLD FROM SIN, DEATH AND ETERNAL DAMNATION.  DID THE PEOPLE WHO SAW THIS MIRACLE MAKE THAT CONNECTION?  WE’RE NOT TOLD.  BUT WE KNOW THE CONNECTION.  WE HAVE THE ADVANTAGE OF KNOWING THE WHOLE STORY ABOUT JESUS.  AND THIS MORNING OUR LORD JESUS IS TEACHING US SOMETHING VERY IMPORTANT THAT WE NEED TO KNOW AND TO LEARN.  HE TEACHES US ABOUT:  “BLESSINGS AND OBEDIENCE”.
I.  AS CHRISTIANS WE HAVE COME TO KNOW OUR LORD JESUS AS A COMPASSIONATE AND LOVING SAVIOR WHO CAME TO RESTORE OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD AND GIVE US VICTORY OVER DEATH.

     A.  WE CERTAINLY SEE THIS COMPASSION IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON WHERE JESUS HEALS A MAN WHO COULD NEITHER HEAR NOR SPEAK.  HE WAS BROUGHT TO JESUS BECAUSE HIS FAME WAS BEING TO GROW.  PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER THE REGION WHERE HEARING ABOUT THIS MAN JESUS AND THE WONDERFUL THINGS THAT HE WAS DOING.  AND NOTICE THAT JESUS DOESN’T TURN HIM AWAY.  THAT’S IMPORTANT.  HE TAKES THE TIME.  AND THE FIRST THING THAT HE DID WAS PULL HIM OFF TO THE SIDE AWAY FROM CROWD.  HIS MAIN CONCERN WAS HELPING THIS MAN…….NOT CREATING A MEDIA CIRCUS.  HE DIDN’T WANT THE MAN TO BE DISTRACTED…BUT HAVE ALL HIS ATTENTION FOCUSED ON JESUS…..AND SINCE THIS MAN COULDN’T HEAR JESUS SPEAK….JESUS PUT HIS FINGERS INTO THE MAN’S EARS AND THEN ONTO HIS TONGUE…..HE DID THIS…..TO SHOW HIM THAT SOMETHING WAS GOING TO HAPPEN …..I CAN’T BEGIN TO IMAGINE THIS MAN’S INCREASED HEART RATE AND  HIS ANTICI8PATION….AND THEN JESUS SAID TO HIM “BE OPENED”……….AND IMMEDIATELY THE MAN COULD HEAR AND SPEAK………..IT WAS OBVIOUS AS WE READ:  “THEY WERE ASTONISHED BEYOND MEASURE……HE EVEN MAKES THE DEAF HEAR AND THE MUTE SPEAK.”    BUT LET’S PUT THIS ALL INTO THE BIG PICTURE…..ITS PROPER PERSEPCTIVE.  SOMETIME AFTER THIS GREAT MIRACLE……….WE DON’T KNOW WHEN…………JUST LIKE ALL PEOPLE……THIS MAN DIED.   SO THIS MAN NEEDED SOMETHING MORE THAN A WONDERFUL HEALING…HE NEEDED JESUS AS HIS SAVIOR FROM SIN AND DEATH.…….AND THIS HEALING WAS SIGN THAT JESUS WAS THE LONG PROMISED SAVIOR WHO GIVES FORGIVNESS AND ETERNAL LIFE.  AND JESUS WOULD BECOME THE SAVIOR BY REFUSING HIS AWESOME POWER THAT COULD HEAL IN SUCH A MANNER…...AND LAY DOWN HIS LIFE FOR THE SNS OF THE WORLD.  AND WITH SIN PAID FOR…….DEATH WAS DEFEATED.  AND HOW DO WE KNOW THAT?  BECAUSE ON THE THIRD DAY HE WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD AND IS STILL ALIVE TODAY AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GO DTHE FATHER ALMIGHTY.  
     B.  AND BECAUSE JESUS NOW SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY THIS VERY SAME JESUS STILL COMES TO US TODAY WITH HIS BLESSINGS AND SALVATION.   ALL OF OUR BLESSINGS, BOTH PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL, ARE FROM GOD AS JAMES SAYS IN HIS LETTER:  “EVERY GOOD AND PERFECT GIFT IS FROM ABOVE, COMING DOWN FROM THE FATHER” (1: 17, ESV).  GOD HEALS US ALL THE TIME IN A VARIETY OF WAYS….AND WE OFTEN JUST TAKE IT FOR GRANTED.  AND WHEN IT IS HIS WILL OUR LORD JESUS CAN STILL HEAL IN DRAMATIC AND MIRACULOUS WAYS.  THAT’S WHY WE PRAY TO HIM.  BUT OF COURSE ON THE DAY OF THE RESURRECTION OUR BODIES WILL BE COMPLETELY AND FOREVER HEALED…………..FOREVER FREE FROM SICKNESS AND DEATH AS WE READ IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION:  “HE WILL WIPE EVERY TEAR FROM THEIR EYES, AND DEATH SHALL BE NO MORE, NOR CRYING, NOR PAIN ANYMORE, FOR THE FORMER THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY” (21: 4, ESV).   NO MORE DOCTORS.  NO MORE GLASSES, NO MORE MEDICINES.  NO MORE HOSPITALS.  NO MORE SURGERIES.  IS SUCH A DAY POSSIBLE?  ALL OF JESUS’ MIRACLES OF HEALING SAY “YES”.   AND SO THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST WE HAVE RECEIVED THE MOST IMPORTANT HEALING OF ALL:  SPIRITUAL HEALING AS PETER SAYS IN HIS FIRST LETTER:  “HE HIMSELF BORE OUR SINS IN HIS BODY ON THE TREE, THAT WE MIGHT DIE TO SIN AND LIVE TO RIGHTEOUSNESS. BY HIS WOUNDS YOU HAVE BEEN HEALED” (2: 24, ESV).   PETER SPEAKS ABOUT OUR SPIRITUAL HEALING WHICH HAS RESTORED OUR RELATLIONSHIP WITH GOD THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.  THIS SPIRITUAL HEALING IS EVEN MORE IMPORTANT THAN A PHYSCIAL HEALING…..SOMEONE CAN HAVE A PHYSCIAL HEALING BUT WITHOUT FAITH IN JESUS WILL SPEND ETERNITY IN HELL.   COMING HERE ON A SUNDAY MORNING IS MUCH LIKE GOING TO A DOCTOR.  EVERY SUNDAY OUR GOOD DOCTOR JESUS CONTINUES TO GIVE US THE MEDICINE OF SPIRITUAL HEALING……HE DOESN’T USE PILLS OR NEEDLES…… HE USES GOD’S WORD, WATER, AND BREAD AND WINE…..ALL FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS.   EVERY SUNDAY JESUS CALLS US AWAY FROM THE BUSY CROWDS OF THE WORLD SO THAT WE CAN FOCUS ON HIM AND THE HEALING THAT HE GIVES US SO THAT OUR EARS CAN BE OPENED TO HEAR HIM AND OUR TONGUES CAN ALSO BE LOOSED TO PRAISE HIM FOR HIS BLESSINGS…….THIS IS WHAT WE DO TODAY AND EVERY SUNDAY…

II.  BUT WHAT ABOUT WHEN WE LEAVE THE DIVINE SERVICE AND GO HOME?    DO WE FORGET ABOUT JESUS AND HIS BLESSINGS UNTIL WE COME BACK NEXT SUNDAY?  NO!  WE DAILY REMEMBER WHAT HE GIVES US………THIS IS THE MEANING OF OUR BAPTISM…AND WE LIVE A THANKFUL LIFE FOR HIM!

     A.  BUT THAT’S NOT WHAT HAPPNED IN OUR TEXT.  DID YOU NOTICE?…..THE PEOPLE HAD SEEN A GREAT MIRACLE……A WONDROUS HEALING……..THEY HAD BEEN BLESSED BY THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST…………AND SAID NICE THINGS ABOUT HIM……………WERE THEY THANKFUL……..WELL, PROB ABLY……….WELL, MAYBE NOT………….QUITE FRANKLY IT ALL DEPENDS ON HOW YOU MEASURE THANFULNESS.   WHAT AM I GETTING AT?  DIDN’T YOU NOTICE IT?  JESUS DID THIS WONDERFUL THING…..AND HOW DO THE PEOPLE THANK HIM?  BY DISOBEYING HIM.  DISOBEYING HIM?  YEP….THAT’S WHAT THEY DID………JESUS TOLD THEM NOT ONCE….BUT REPEATEDLY NOT TO TELL ANYONE WHAT THEY HAD SEEN…………BUT THEY DID THE EXACT OPPOSITE………SO WE READ:  “AND JESUS CHARGED THEM TO TELL NO ONE.  BUT THE MORE HE CHARGED THEM, THE MORE ZEALOUSLY THEY PROCLAIMED IT.”  DID YOU GET THAT?  JESUS TOLD THEM REPEATEDLY NOT TO TELL ANYONE ………AND THEY SIMPLY IGNORED HIM.  WHY?  WELL, WE ARE NOT TOLD.  PERHAPS SOME DISOBEYED HIM BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT THEY WOULD BE DOING HIM A FAVOR……AFTER ALL, “HOW COULD IT BE A BAD THING TO TELL OTHERS ABOUT THIS GREAT COMPASSIONATE MIRACLE?”  PERHAPS OTHERS JUST COULDN’T KEEP WHAT THEY SAW TO THEMSELVES……..YOU KNOW HOW THAT GOES………YOU SEE SOMETHING SPECIAL …….AND YOU JUST HAVE TO TELL SOMEONE:  “WOW, DID YOU HEAR WHAT JESUS OF NAZARETH DID YESTERDAY……..IT’S TRUE….I WAS THERE….SAW IT WITH MY OWN EYES.”  NOW LISTEN CAREFULLY……………IT DOESN’T MATTER WHY THEY DISBOBEYED HIM……….THEY DISOBEYED HIM……..THEY COMMITTED A SIN…………THEY DISOBEYED GOD IN HUMAN FORM.

     B.  AND SO IT IS WITH US.  JESUS SHOWS US COMPASSION IN MANY WAYS…….PHYSCIAL AND SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS.  AS WE LEAVE EACH SUNDAY MORNING WE LEAVE ONCE AGAIN WITH GOD’S PEACE…….KNOWING THAT ALL OF OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN……..THAT HE LOVES US AND IS WITH US……….BUT, UNLIKE THE PEOPLE IN OUR TEXT, HE WANTS US TO OBEY WHAT HE SAYS……….HE TOLD THE PEOPLE IN OUR TEXT NOT TO TELL ANYONE ABOUT WHAT HE HAD DONE……BUT THAT’S NOT WHAT HE TELLS US.  WHAT DOES HE TELL US? THAT WE ARE TO TELL EVERYONE ABOUT HIM….THAT WHAT WE SING IN OUR POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE:  “THANK THE LORD AND SING HIS PRAISE; TELL EVERYONE WHAT HE HAS DONE.”  OF COURSE, THIS IS THE BASIC MISSION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH…….TELLING EVERYONE THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST AND WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR ALL OF MANKIND.   NOT JUST PASTORS BUT ALL OF US HAVE THE JOY TO TELL OTHER PEOPLE ABOUT OUR LORD JESUS AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO PHILEMON:  “…I PRAY THAT THE SHARING OF YOUR FAITH MAY BECOME EFFECTIVE….” (V. 6).   NOW THIS DOESN’T MEAN THAT YOU HAVE TO DO KNOCKING ON DOORS OR START PREACHING AT THE NEAREST MALL…………BUT IT DOES MEAN THAT YOU ARE TO USE EVERYONE OPPORORTUNITY YOU HAVE TO TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS:  FAMILY, FRIENDS, CO-WORKERS, FELLOW STUDENTS AND SO ON.   AND IT’S NOT HARD…ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS TELL THEM WHY YOU BELIEVE IN JESUS…THAT’S IT!  AND AT THIS TIME OF THE YEAR YOU CAN INVITE SOMEONE TO COME TO THE ADULT INFORMATION CLASS WHICH STARTS ON OCTOBER 11.    YOU EVEN HAVE A NICE BROCHURE THAT YOU CAN GIVE THEM/   NOW I AM SURE THAT MANY OF US CAN COME UP WITH LOTS OF GOOD REASONS FOR NOT DOING THIS…….LIKE…BEING AFRAID, OR NOT BEING A GOOD SPEAKER, OR NOT KNOWING ENOUGH ABOUT THE BIBLE.  AND WHAT DO YOU THINK JESUS WOULD SAY?  WELL, I THINK I KNOW WHAT HE WOULD SAY…BUT LET ME PUT IN SLANG SO YOU WON’T FORGET……..WHAT WOULD JESUS SAY?  “AND YOUR POINT IS?”   IN OTHER WORDS …….HE EXPECTS US TO DO THIS…AND ONCE WE ACCEPT THAT….THE MORE LIKELY WE WILL DO IT……..NOT JUST BECAUSE HE WANTS US TO DO IT……BUT BECAUSE WE WANT TO DO IT………..AND YOU CAN.……AND JUST LIKE EVERYTHING ELSE IN LIFE…. THE MORE YOU DO .IT…THE BETTER YOU WILL BECOME.
CONCLUSION:  OUR THEME FOR THIS MORNING HAS BEEN “BLESSINGS AND OBEDIENCE.”   FAITH CANNOT BE SEEN WITH THE HUMAN EYE….ONLY GOD CAN SEE FAITH.  BUT FAITH CAN BE SEEN BY WHAT WE DO AS JAMES SAYS IN OUR SECOND LESSON:  “SHOW ME YOUR FAITH APART FROM YOUR WORKS AND I WILL SHOW YOU MY FAITH BY MY WORKS.”    IN OTHER WORDS WE SHOW OUR FAITH JESUS BY DOING WHAT HE WANTS US TO DO.   AND HE WANTS US TO TELL OTHER PEOPLE ABOUT HIM.......I HAVE NO DOUBTS THAT WE HAVE ALL FAILED TO DO THIS AS WE SHOULD…….ONLY GOD KNOWS HOW MANY OPPORTUNTIES WE HAVE MISSED TO TELL OTHERS ABOUT OUR LORD JESUS………AND YET WE KNOW THE HE ALSO DIED ON THE CROSS EVEN FOR THESE FAILURES…..AND HE FORGIVES US….YES, HE REALLY DOES..………..AND  THIS  FORGIVENESS  THAT REMINDS US  …WHAT A GRACIOUS, LOVING GOD WE HAVE……………HOW CAN WE NOT TELL OTHERS ABOUT HIM?
