EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST        MARK 9: 38-50     SEPTEMBER 30, 2012

MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,

    “PRIDE”.  I SUPPOSE PRIDE CAN BE TAKEN IN A GOOD SENSE……..BUT MORE OFTEN THAN NOT IT’S USED IN A BAD SENSE.  BIBLICALLY SPEAKING, PRIDE IS THE SOURCE OF ALL OTHER SINS.  PRIDE BOASTS IN SELF.  PRIDE REFUSES TO SUBMIT TO SOMEONE OR SOMETHING ELSE.  THIS KIND OF PRIDE MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE TO HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.  ONLY THE HUMBLE CAN HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.  AND PRIDE CAN ALSO INTERFERE WITH OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER PEOPLE.  PRIDE SAYS THAT I AM MORE IMPORTANT THAN YOU ARE; WHAT I DO HAS MORE VALUE THAN WHAT YOU DO AND WHATEVER GROUP I BELONG TO IS BETTER THAN ANY GROUP YOU BELONG TO.   ISN’T THAT RIGHT YOU HUSKY AND COUGAR FANS?  PRIDE CAN BE VERY SNEAKY…..WE CAN EVEN BE PROUD OF HOW HUMBLE WE ARE!  THINK ABOUT THAT ONE.  PRIDE IS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF OUR HUMAN NATURE.  REMEMBER HOW LAST WEEK WE HEARD ABOUT THE APOSTLES ARGUING ABOUT WHOM WAS THE GREATEST?    THAT WAS PRIDE.  AND JESUS TRIED TO DESTROY THEIR PRIDE BY TELLING THEM THAT IF THEY WANTED TO BE GREAT IN GOD’S KINGDOM THEY HAD TO BE LAST.   IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON FOR THIS MORNING JESUS CONTINUES TO TEACH HIS DISCIPLES AND US AS HE GIVES US “A WARNING ABOUT PRIDE.”
I.  JESUS TEACHES US THAT PRIDE CAN SHOW ITSELF IN AT LEAST THREE DIFFERENT WAYS.

     A.  WITH A TONE OF PRIDE DRIPPING FROM THEIR VOICES THE APOSTLES CAME TO JESUS AND SAID:  “WE SAW A MAN DRIVING OUT DEMONS IN YOUR NAME AND WE TOLD HIM TO STOP, BECAUSE HE WAS NOT ONE OF US.”  DID YOU CATCH THE PRIDE IN WHAT THEY SAID?  IT’S IN THAT LITTLE WORD “US”.  THEY DIDN’T TELL THE MAN TO STOP DOING WHAT HE WAS DOING BECAUSE HE DIDN’T BELONG TO “JESUS” BUT BECAUSE HE DIDN’T BELONG TO THEIR GROUP.  PRIDE SAYS THAT YOU CAN’T BELONG TO GOD UNLESS YOU BELONG TO OUR GROUP.  PRIOR TO VACTICAN TWO IN THE 1960’S THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH TAUGHT THAT EVEN THOUGH YOU BELIEVED IN JESUS AS YOUR SAVIOR YOU COULD NOT BE SAVED UNLESS YOU BELONGED TO THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.     JEHOVAH WITNESSES AND MORMONS TEACH THAT YOU CANNOT BE SAVED UNLESS YOU ARE PART OF THEIR GROUP.     AND WE MUST CONFESS THAT PRIDE CAN ALSO BE FOUND ALSO IN THE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND THAT WE MUST GUARD AGAINST IT.  BUT IT HAS NEVER BEEN THE OFFICIAL POSTION OF OUR LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS OR THE LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD THAT YOU HAVE TO BE A LUTHERAN TO BE SAVED.  THE LUTHERAN CHURCH DOESN’T SAVE US:  JESUS SAVES US AND HIS GOSPEL CAN BE FOUND IN OTHER CHRISTIAN GROUPS.  THAT’S THE POINT THAT JESUS IS MAKING WITH HIS DISCIPLES WHO TRIED TO STOP THAT MAN FROM DRIVING OUT DEMONS IN JESUS’ NAME.  “DO NOT STOP HIM, FOR WHOEVER IS NOT AGAINST US IS FOR US.”  AND THEN HE GIVES ANOTHER EXAMPLE:  I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, ANYONE WHO GIVES YOU A COPY OF WATER IN MY NAME BECAUSE YOU BELONG TO CHRIST WILL CERTAINLY NOT LOSE HIS REWARD” JESUS IS TELLING US THAT WE SHOULD REJOICE WHENEVER AND WHERE EVER HIS GOSPEL IS PROCLAIMED AND DEEDS OF LOVE ARE DONE….FOR JESUS IS BIGGER THAN ANY ONE GROUP.

     B.  BUT PRIDE CAN ALSO SHOW ITSELF WHEN WE FAIL TO TAKE SIN SERIOUSLY.   WE LIVE IN A SOCIETY THAT IS VERY TOLERANT OF SINFULL BEHAVIOR.  VERY FEW THINGS SHOCK US ANY MORE AND PEOPLE DO ALL KINDS OF SINFUL THINGS WITH LITTLE SENSE OF SHAME.   AND THIS CAN ALSO MAKE US TOLERANT OF SINFUL BEHAVIOR…….. EVEN TOLERANT OF THE SIN WE SEE IN OUR OWN LIVES.   IT’S EASY TO DO:   “WELL, EVERYONE ELSE IS DOING IT”.      AND SO WE CHRISTIANS CAN JUSTIFY ALL KINDS OF SIN:  LIVING TOGETHER OR HAVING SEX BEFORE MARRIAGE, COMMITTING ADULTERY, USING PORNOGRAPHY, CHEATING ON OUR TAXES, GOSSIPING AND SO ON.  NOW REMEMBER I AM NOT CONDEMNING ANY WHO HAS DONE THESE THINGS BUT IS SORRY FOR THEM AND WANTS GOD’S FORGIVENESS.  I AM TALKING ABOUT THOSE TIMES THAT WE DEFEND AND EXCUSE OUR SIN WITHOUT ANY REMORSE OR REPENTANCE.  BUT JESUS HAS JUST A LITTLE BIT OF A DIFFERENT ATTITUDE TOWARD SIN IN OUR LIVES:  “IF YOUR HAND CAUSES YOU TO SIN, CUT IT OFF…AND IF YOUR FOOT CAUSES YOU TO SIN, CUT IT OFF…AND IF YOUR EYE CAUSES YOU TO INS, PLUT IT OUT.”  NOW JESUS DOESN’T WANT US TO LITERALLY DO THE THINGS HE SAID.   IT WOULDN’T TAKE LONG AND WE WOULDN’T HAVE ANY BODY PARTS LEFT.  JESUS IS SPEAKING FIGURATELY TO SHOW US HOW SERIOUSLY WE SHOULD TAKE THE SIN THAT WE SEE IN OUR LIVES.   SIN IS NOT TO BE EXCUSED AND DEFENED…..IT IS TO BE REPENTED OF AND CONFESSED.     AND IF WE DON’T…..THEN SIN CAN DESTROY OUR FAITH IN JESUS.  AND IF WE LOSE OUR FAITH IN JESUS THEN JESUS SAYS WE WILL BE: “THROWN INTO HELL WHERE THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE, AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED.”   SO MUCH FOR LOVEY DOVEY JESUS!  JESUS MENTIONS THE WORD “HELL” NOT ONCE BUT THREE TIMES IN OUR TEXT.    IS JESUS BEING MEAN?  OF COURSE NOT……..HE’S BEING KIND.  KIND?  YES…KIND …….THERE IS A HELL AND HE DOESN’T WANT US TO GO THERE………SO HE ISSUES THIS WARNING ABOUT THE SERIOUSNESS OF SIN….JUST LIKE LOVING PARENTS SOMETIMES HAVE TO USE “TOUGH LOVE” TO  SAVE THEIR CHILD FROM THEIR OWN BAD DECISIONS AND BAD BEHAVIORS SO JESUS SPEAKS TOUGH LOVE TO US.
     C.  AND FINALLY, PRIDE CAN SHOW ITSELF BY HARMING THE FAITH OF ANOTHER CHRISTIAN.   PRIDE DOESN’T CARE AT ALL ABOUT THE EFFECTS OF OUR SIN ON OTHER PEOPLE.    I’M AFRAID THAT WE CHRISTIANS FREQUENTLY FORGET THAT WE ARE REPRESENTATIVES OF GOD……AND ESPECIALLY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.   WHEN PEOPLE KNOW THAT WE ARE CHRISTIANS THEY ARE CONSTANLY WATCHING US…….WHAT WE SAY AND HOW WE LIVE…..AND WHETHER WE LIKE IT OR NOT…..THEY MAKE JUDGMENTS ABOUT OUR GOD AND SAVIOR, JESUS.  AND IF THEY HEAR US SPEAKING AND LIVING IN WAYS THAT ARE SINFUL……………NOW LISTEN………..THAT MIGHT KEEP THEM AWAY FROM BELIEVING IN JESUS AS THEIR SAVIOR…………OR IT MIGHT CAUSE ANOTHER PERSON TO LOSE HIS FAITH IN JESUS.   AND THAT’S VERY SERIOUS AS JESUS SAYS:  “IF ANYONE CAUSES ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES WHO BELIEVE IN ME TO SIN, IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR HIM TO BE THROWN INTO THE SEA WITH A LARGE MILLSTONE TRIED AROUND HIS NECK.”   ALL BECAUSE OF PRIDE……..NOT CARING HOW HOUR LIVES AFFECT THE LIVES OF OTHERS.
II.    BUT OUR LORD JESUS HAS A CURE FOR OUR PRIDE:  SALT.  SALT?  YEP.  SALT NOT ONLY MAKES FOOD TASTE BETTER BUT IT’S ALSO USED AS A PRESERVATIVE AS WELL AS FOR MEDICINE AND HEALING.  SO JESUS SAYS:  “SALT IS GOOD…HAVE SALT IN YOURSELVES.”
      A.  OBVIOUSLY, JESUS IS NOT TALKING ABOUT LITERAL SALT, BUT HE IS USING A FIGURE OF SPEECH AS HE SAYS ELSEWHERE IN MATTHEW’S GOSPEL:  “YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH, BUT IF SALT HAS LOST ITS TASTE, HOW SHALL ITS SALTINESS BE RESTORED? IT IS NO LONGER GOOD FOR ANYTHING EXCEPT TO BE THROWN OUT AND TRAMPLED UNDER PEOPLE'S FEET” (5: 13, ESV).  SALT IS A GOOD IMAGE FOR GOD’S LAW WHICH CONDEMNS ALL OUR SINS, INCLUDING OUR PRIDE, AND THREATENS HIS WRATH AND DAMNATION.  PUT SALT IN AN OPEN WOUND AND IT STINGS LIKE CRAZY!  BUT THAT SAME SALT CAN STOP CORRUTION AND BRING ABOUT HEALING….BUT IT STILL STINGS.  AND SO IT IS WITH THE WORD OF GOD’S LAW.   WHEN JESUS WARNS US OF THE HORRORS OF HELL…IT STINGS…BUT IT IS FOR OUR GOOD…….TO KEEP US FROM GOING THERE…………ON THE OTHER HAND, SALT ALSO MAKES FOOD TASTE BETTER; IT MAKES FOOD MORE PLEASANT.  AND SO IT IS WITH THE WORD OF GOD’S GOSPEL, HIS LOVE FOR US IN JESUS CHRIST.  JESUS HUMBLED HIMSELF ON THE CROSS WHERE HE EXPERIENCED HELL, THE WRATH OF GOD AGAINST EVERY ONE OF OUR SINS.  HE TOOK OUR PLACE SO THAT WE MIGHT NEVER EXPERIENCE HELL AND GOD’S WRATH. THIS IS HOW GOD WORKS IN OUR LIVES:  THROUGH HIS WORD OF LAW HE CONDEMNS OUR SINS.  AND THROUGH HIS WORD OF GOSPEL HE FORGIVES OUR SIN.  WE CANNOT ESCAPE HELL WITHOUT THIS WORD OF GOD AS JESUS SAYS:  “EVERYONE WILL BE SALTED WITH FIRE.”  FIRE NOT ONLY DESTROYS …BUT FIRE ALSO PURIFIES.  AND IN JESUS CHRIST WE ARE PURIFIED FROM SIN TO LIVE FOR GOD.  AND SO WE ARE SALTED WITH HIS WORD…IT BURNS WITHIN US SO THAT WE MIGHT NOT ONLY BE THE “SALT OF THE EARTH” BUT ALSO THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.  FOR WHERE THERE IS FIRE THERE I LIGHT.
     B.  BUT JESUS GIES US ONE LAST WARNING:  “SALT IS GOOD, BUT IF IT LOSES ITS SALTINESS, HOW CAN YOU MAKE IT SALTY AGAIN?”    THE WORSE THING THAT CAN HAPPEN TO YOU IS THAT YOU LOSE YOUR LOVE FOR GOD’S WORD.  FOR IT IS ONLY BY GOD’S WORD THAT YOU KNOW HIM.  IT IS ONLY BY GODS WORD THAT HE SALTS YOU WITH HIS LAW AND GOSPEL.  WE CANNOT LOVE GOD UNLESS WE LOVE HIS WORD.  AND SO JESUS IS WARNING US NOT TO NEGLECT HIS WORD AS MARTIN LUTHER SAYS IN HIS SMALL CATECHISM:  “ WE ARE TO FEAR AND LOVE GOD SO THAT WE DO NOT NEGLECT PREACHING AND HIS WORD, BUT HOLD IT SACRED AND GLADLY HEAR AND LEARN IT.”  IF WE ARE TO RESIST THE PRIDE THAT RESIDES IN OUR HEARTS THEN WE MUST CONTINUE TO BE SALTED WITH THE FIRE OF HIS WORD.  AND THAT’S WHAT WE DO EVERY SUNDAY MORNING, AS WELL AS OTHER TIMES:  BEING SALTED WITH GOD’S WORD.  AND WHEN YOU LEAVE THIS PLACE YOU WILL HAVE SALT IN YOURSELVES SO THAT YOU CAN INDED BE THE “SALT OF THE EARTH”.  FOR THE WORD THAT YOU HEAR CONTINUES TO WORK IN YOU ……….EVEN UNCONSCIOUSLY AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS FIRST LETTER TO THE THESSALONIANS:  “AND WE ALSO THANK GOD CONSTANTLY FOR THIS, THAT WHEN YOU RECEIVED THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH YOU HEARD FROM US, YOU ACCEPTED IT NOT AS THE WORD OF MEN BUT AS WHAT IT REALLY IS, THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH IS AT WORK IN YOU BELIEVERS” (ESV).  ….”WHICH IS AT WORK IN YOU BELIEVERS” (ESV).
CONCLUSION:    SOMETIMES LOVING PARENTS HAVE TO SPEAK NOT ONLY FRANKLY BUT SOMETIMES HARSHLY TO WARN THEIR CHILDREN ABOUT SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR DECSIONS AND BEHAVIORS.  AND OUR DEAR LORD JESUS HAS DONE THE SAME THING THIS MORNING. ON THE CROSS HE DIED A HORRIBLE DEATH AND WAS FORSAKEN OF GOD SO THAT WE WOULD NOT HAVE TO FACE GOD’S WRATH AND HELL ON THE JUDGMENT DAY.  AND HE DOESN’T WANT US TO LOSE WHAT HE HAS WON FOR US.   AND SO, BECAUSE HE LOVES US, HE HAS WARNED US ABOUT PRIDE:  PRIDE THAT JUDGES OTHER PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY DO NOT BELONG TO OUR GROUP.   PRIDE THAT TOLERATES SIN IN OUR LIVES; PRIDE THAT HURTS THE FAITH OF OTHERS BECAUSE OF THE SINFUL THINGS WE MIGHT SAY OR DO.   BUT HE HAS ALSO SALTED US WITH THE GOSPEL OF HIS LOVE AND FORGIVENESS.  WE SHOULD NEVER DESPAIR BECAUSE OF OUR SINS.  JESUS HAS TAKEN CARE OF THEM……….ALL OF THEM.   AND SO YOUR LORD JESUS SAYS TO YOU “HAVE SALT IN YOURSELVES, AND BE AT PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER.”  AMEN. 
