TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  MALACHI 4: 1-6                   NOVEMBER 17, 2013

MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
    OK.  LET'S BE HONEST.  IT OFTEN SEEMS LIKE THERE IS NO GOD. OR IF THERE IS A GOD HE MUST NOT CARE VERY MUCH ABOUT THE HUMAN RACE.  NOW, WHY WOULD SOMEONE SAY SOMETHING LIKE THAT?  WELL, ISN'T IT OBVIOUS FROM ALL THE SUFFERING AND DEATH IN THE WORLD?   THE MOST RECENT EXAMPLE IS THE TYPHONE IN THE PHILIPINNES.  AND HOW OFTEN DO WE COMPLAIN THAT EVIL PEOPLE SO OFTEN SEEM TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN LIFE WHILE THOSE WHO TRY TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT GET TRAMPLED ON?  AND WHEN YOU LOOK TO THE CHURCH THINGS DON'T APPEAR THAT MUCH BETTER.  CHRISTIANS CAN'T EVEN AGREE ON THE TEACHINGS OF THE BIBLE AND THAT'S WHY THERE ARE SO MANY DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS.  AND THEN THERE ARE THE SCANDALS THAT TAKE PLACE IN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH………..PASTORS WHO COMMIT ADULTERY OR STEAL MONEY FROM THE CHURCH……..PEDOPHILE PRIESTS AND SO ON.  AND HOW MANY CHRISTIANS ARE CHRISTIANS IN NAME ONLY WHO NEVER GO TO CHURCH AT ALL OR GO ONLY ON CHRISTMAS AND EASTER?  SO WHAT'S MY POINT?  NONE OF THIS IS VERY ENCOURAGING TO BE A DEDICATED CHRISTIAN.   LIVING BY WORLDLY STANDARDS SEEMS TO OFFER MORE TANGIBLE BENEFITS THAT LIVING AS A CHRISTIAN AS THE SAYING GOES:  "NICE GUYS FINISH LAST."  AND SO THE CHILDREN OF CHRISTIANS CAN BECOME MORE IMPRESSED WITH THE WORLD AND REJECT THE FAITH THAT THEY HAVE BEEN TAUGHT….CREATING TENSION BETWEEN PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN.  ALL THESE THINGS CAN DISCOURAGE AND WEAKEN CHRISTIAN FAITH AND LIVING. AND THESE REALITIES OF LIFE NEVER SEEM TO CHANGE. AS ECCLESIASTES SAYS:  "THERE'S NOTHING NEW UNDER THE SUN" (1: 9, ESV).…..AND BECAUSE NOTHING EVER CHANGES SUCH THINGS WERE ALSO GOING ON IN THE DAYS OF THE PROPHET MALACHI AND SO HIS MESSAGE IS JUST AS VALID TODAY AS IT WAS ALMOST TWENTY-FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AGO.  AND WHAT IS THAT MESSAGE? "GOD JUDGES AND SAVES" 
I.   BELIEVE IT OR NOT GOD HAS ALREADY JUDGED, CONDEMNED AND PUNISHED ALL THE EVIL IN THE WORLD.   BUT IT'S NOT SO OBVIOUS BECAUSE THIS HAPPENED IN JESUS CHRIST AND IS A MATTER OF FAITH.

    A.   THROUGH THE PROPHET MALACHI GOD COMFORTED HIS PEOPLE THAT HIS LONG PROMISED SAVIOR WAS INDEED COMING.  GOD SAYS, "BEHOLD, I WILL SEND YOU ELIJAH THE PROPEHT BEFORE THE GREAT AND AWESOME DAY OF THE LORD COMES.  AND HE WILL TURN THE HEARTS OF FATHERS TO THEIR CHILDREN AND THE HEARTS OF CHILDREN TO THEIR FATHERS….." (VV. 5 & 6, ESV).     MALACHI IS SPEAKING ABOUT JOHN THE BAPTIZER WHO PREPARED THE WAY FOR JESUS AS LUKE SAYS IN HIS GOSPEL:   "AND HE WILL TURN MANY OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL TO THE LORD THEIR GOD, AND HE WILL GO BEFORE HIM IN THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIJAH, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS TO THE CHILDREN, AND THE DISOBEDIENT TO THE WISDOM OF THE JUST, TO MAKE READY FOR THE LORD A PEOPLE PREPARED”  (1: 16, 17, ESV).  THESE WORDS ARE ALMOST AN EXACT FULFILLMENT OF WHAT MALACHI SAYS.  JOHN PREPARED THE WAY FOR JESUS BY PREACHING GOD'S LAW AGAINST SIN AND WARNING OF GOD'S JUDGMENT AND PUNISHMENT IF PEOPLE DID NOT REPENT AS AGAIN WE READ IN LUKE'S GOSPEL:   "HE SAID THEREFORE TO THE CROWDS THAT CAME OUT TO BE BAPTIZED BY HIM, “YOU BROOD OF VIPERS! WHO WARNED YOU TO FLEE FROM THE WRATH TO COME? BEAR FRUITS IN KEEPING WITH REPENTANCE. AND DO NOT BEGIN TO SAY TO YOURSELVES, ‘WE HAVE ABRAHAM AS OUR FATHER.’ FOR I TELL YOU, GOD IS ABLE FROM THESE STONES TO RAISE UP CHILDREN FOR ABRAHAM.  EVEN NOW THE AXE IS LAID TO THE ROOT OF THE TREES. EVERY TREE THEREFORE THAT DOES NOT BEAR GOOD FRUIT IS CUT DOWN AND THROWN INTO THE FIRE" (1: 7-9, ESV).     THIS IS NOT COMPLICATED.  JUST AS SICK PEOPLE GO TO THE DOCTOR TO GET WELL……SO LIKWISE ONLY PEOPLE WHO KNOW THAT THEY ARE SINNERS WILL BELIEVE IN JESUS FOR FORGIVENESS AND LIFE AS JESUS SAYS   "FOR I CAME NOT TO CALL THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT SINNERS" (MATT. 9: 13, ESV).  YOU CAN'T HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH JESUS UNLESS YOU KNOW THAT BECAUSE OF YOUR SIN AGAINST GOD, LIVING FOR SELF INSTEAD OF FOR HIM, YOU DESERVE NOTHING FROM GOD EXCEPT HIS WRATH AND ETERNAL PUNISHMENT.  HE IS A HOLY AND JUST GOD WHO CANNOT STAND SIN WHO MUST PUNISH SIN.  BUT AFTER JOHN CAME JESUS WHO PROCLAIM GOD'S LOVE AND FORGIVENESS AND ON THE CROSS DEMONSDTRATED THAT LOVE AND FORGIVNESS BY DYING  FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD…FOR YOUR SINS AND MINE.  AND WITH THAT DEATH HE CANCELED IN FULL OUR DEBT OF SIN THAT WE OWED TO GOD.  YES ON THAT CROSS JESUS WAS ALREADY PUNISHED FOR ALL OF THE EVIL OF THE WORLD..THAT'S IMPORTANT FOR YOU TO UNDERSTAND…..AND THIS IS WHY GOD'S FORGIVENESS IS FOUND IN JESUS CHRIST…...  

     B.  AND NOW GOD USES THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH TO BRING THIS SAME MESSAGE OF LAW AND GOSPEL TO THE WORLD AS JESUS SAID:  “THUS IT IS WRITTEN, THAT THE CHRIST SHOULD SUFFER AND ON THE THIRD DAY RISE FROM THE DEAD, AND THAT REPENTANCE AND[C] FORGIVENESS OF SINS SHOULD BE PROCLAIMED IN HIS NAME TO ALL NATIONS, BEGINNING FROM JERUSALEM (LUKE 24: 46, 47, ESV).  AND THIS IS WHAT WE DO EACH AND EVERY SUNDAY………WE CONFESS TO GOD AND ONE ANOTHER THAT WE ARE SINNERS WHO HAVE OFFENDED GOD AND DESERVE NOTHING FROM HIM BUT HIS PRESENT AND ETERNAL PUNISHMENT.  BUT WHAT ELSE DID WE SAY TO GOD AND ONE ANOTHER?  THIS--FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR SON, JESUS CHRIST, HAVE MERCY ON US.  FORGIVE US, RENEW US, AND LEAD US, SO THAT WE MAY DELIGHT IN YOUR WILL AND WALK IN YOUR WAYS TO THE GLORY OF YOUR HOLY NAME.  AMEN.  AND TODAY IN THIS SERVICE YOU RECEIVE EXACTLY WHAT YOU WANT AND NEED:  GOD'S FORGIVENESS….PASTOR MANKIN GAVE IT TO YOU AFTER YOU CONFESSED YOU SINS…..IT WAS GIVEN TO YOU IN THE REMEMBERANCE OF YOUR BAPTISM AND IT'S PROMISES….I AM GIVING IT TO YOU NOW IN THIS SERMON…….AND FOR THOSE WHO COME TO THE LORD'S TABLE  GOD'S FORGIVENESS WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU AGAIN WITH VERY BODY AND BLOOD OF JESUS THAT HAS WON YOUR FORGIVENESS WITH GOD.  ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS RECEIVE IT………..BELIEVE IT AND IT IS YOURS.  THERE IS NO REASON TO LEAVE THIS SERVICE TODAY WITHOUT KNOWING THAT GOD LOVES YOU AND FORGIVES YOU ALL OF YOUR SINS.  IF YOU DON'T HAVE GOD'S FORGIVENESS IS'T YOUR OWN FAULT………
II.   IN MALACHI'S DAY THE WORLD WAS ALSO SINFUL AND VIOLENT JUST LIKE OURS.  IT OFTEN SEEMED THAT AS THERE WAS NO GOD.  GOD'S PEOPLE OFTEN WONDERED WHY GOD DIDN'T DO SOMETHING.  AND JUST LIKE TODAY THE CHURCH WAS A MESS TOO….FILLED WITH FALSE TEACHINGS AND CORRUPTIONS.  MOST OF GOD'S PEOPLE WERE UNFAITHFUL.  AND SO THOSE WHO WERE FAITHFUL NEED SOME ENCOURAGEMENT.  AND GOD GAVE IT TO THEM THROUGH MALACHI WHO REMINDED THEM THAT ONE DAY GOD WOULD JUDGE AND PUNISH ALL EVIL AND SAVE AND GLORIFY ALL THOSE WHO TRUSTED IN HIM….THIS IS THE JUDGMENT DAY.
     A.   YES, EVEN THE OLD TESTAMENT TALKS ABOUT A JUDGMENT DAY WHEN GOD WILL PUNISH ALL OFTHOSE WHO HAVE NOT TRUSTED IN THE MESSIAH:   JESUS CHRIST:   "FOR BEHOLD, THE DAY IS COMING, BURNING LIKE AN OVEN, WHEN ALL THE ARROGANT AND ALL EVILDOERS WILL BE STUBBLE.  THE DAY THAT IS COMING SHALL SET THEM ABLAZE….SO THAT IT WILL LEAVE THEM NEITHER ROOT NOR BRANCH" (V.1).  IN THE BIBLE FIRE IS A COMMON SYMBOL FOR GOD'S JUDGMENT ON UNRPENTANT SINNERS.  FIRE DESTROYS, FIRE CONSUMES.  AND THE FIRE OF HIS JUDGMENT IS UNSTOPPABLE.. …..AS ALSO THE PROPHET NAHUM SAYS:  "WHO CAN STAND BEFORE HIS INDIGNATION? WHO CAN ENDURE THE HEAT OF HIS ANGER? HIS WRATH IS POURED OUT LIKE FIRE" (1: 6, ESV).   IN THIS WORLD JUSTICE IS IMPERFECT.  IT SEEMS THAT PEOPLE GET AWAY WITH ALL SORTS OF THINGS OR THAT THEY ARE NOT PUNISHED AS THEY SHOULD BE.  BUT GOD'S JUDGMENT IS PERFECT.  HE SEES EVERYTHING.  NOTHING CAN BE HIDDEN FROM HIM.  AND A DAY IS COMING WHEN THIS WORLD WILL END AND EVERYONE WILL BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD TO BE JUDGE BY GOD AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE ROMANS:  "…THE WHOLE WORLD MAY BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD" (3: 19, ESV).   AND GOD'S JUDGMENT WILL BE SO THOUROUGH, SO COMPLETE THAT THOSE WHO ARE JUDGED "…WILL BE STUBBLE…..LEAVING THEM NEITHER ROOT NOR BRANCH" (V. 1 ESV).    WITHOUT JESUS CHRIST PEOPLE WILL BE DAMNED TO HELL FOR ETERNITY….WHY?  WELL, SOMEONE HAS TO BE PUNISHED FOR SIN……..GOD IS HOLY AND JUST AND HE MUST PUNISH SIN.  SO ADAM AND EVE LOST EVERYTHNG OVER JUST ONE SIN.  WE HAVE ALREADY SAID THAT JESUS HAS BEEN PUNSHED BY GOD FOR THE SINS OF ALL PEOPLE.  BUT IF PEOPLE WILL NOT LET JESUS BE PUNISHED IN THEIR PLACE…….THEN THEY MUST RECEIVE THE PUNISHMENT FOR THEIR SINS.   FOR THE JUDGMENT DAY IS ALL ABOUT JUSTICE AND THE PUNISHMENT OF WRONG DOING.
     B.  ON THE OTHER HAND…ALL OF GOD'S FAITHFUL PEOPLE WHO HAVE TRUSTED IN GOD'S MERCY AND FORGIVENESS IN JESUS CHRIST WILL BE SAVED FROM GOD'S JUDGMENT AS GOD SAYS:  "BUT…FOR YOU WHO FEAR MY NAME THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL RISE WITH HEALING IN ITS WINGS.  YOU SHALL GO OUT LEAPING LIKE CALVES FROM THE STALL AND YOU SHALL TREAD DOWN THE WICKED, FOR THEY WILL BE ASHES UNDER THE SOLES OF YOUR FEET, ON THE DAY WHE I CAN, SAYS THE LORD OF HOSTS" (VV. 2, 3 ESV).  WHAT A DIFFERENCE.  NOT ONE WORD OF CONDEMNATION.  NOT ONE WORD ABOUT GOD'S WRATH.  WHY NOT?  BECAUSE THESE ARE THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE, AS GOD SAYS "FEARED MY NAME".  IN OTHER WORDS THESE ARE THE PEOPLE WHO REPENTED OF THEIR SINS AND TRUSTED IN THE MESSIAH, THE CHRIST, JESUS AND RECEIVED GOD'S LOVE, MERCY AND FORGIVNESS.  IN JESUS CHRIST THE WARM SUN OF GOD'S LOVE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS SHINES ON PEOPLE.  IN OTHER WORDS JESUS SHARES HIS PERFECT RIGHTOUSNESS WITH US SO THAT GOD'S CONSIDERS US TO BE RIGHTOUS IN HIS SIGHT AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE PHLIPPIANS:  "...NOT HAVING A RIGHTEOUSNESS OF MY OWN THAT COMES FROM THE LAW, BUT THAT WHICH COMES THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST, THE RIGHTEOUSNESS FROM GOD THAT DEPENDS ON FAITH" (3: 9, ESV).    THIS IS WHY WE DO NOT HAVE TO FEAR THE JUDGMENT DAY.  JESUS HAS ALREADY BEEN PUNISHED FOR OUR SINS.  IN HIM WE ARE RIGHTEOUS BEFORE GOD.  AND THE "HEALING" THAT GOD REFERS TO INCLUDES SPRITUAL HEALING.  ON THE DAY OF THE RESSURECTION OUR BODIES WILL BE PERFECT AND WE WILL BE WITHOUT SIN……..AS GOD INTENDED WHEN HE CREATED ADAM AND EVE.  AND WE WILL BE FILLED WITH INCREDIBLE JOY WHICH GOD DESCRIBES AS  "…LEAPING LIKE CALVES FROM THE STALL (V. 2, ESV).   SINCE MOST OF YOU ARE CITY SLICKERS YOU MIGHT NOT HAVE EVER SEEN A YOUNG CALF LEAPING.  YOU CAN LOOK IT UP ON THE INTERNET.  BUT IT IS A JOYOUS SIGHT!  INDEED GOD IS SAYING WHAT JEUS SAYS IN LUKE'S GOSPEL:  "REJOICE IN THAT DAY, AND LEAP FOR JOY, FOR BEHOLD, YOUR REWARD IS GREAT IN HEAVEN" (6; 24, ESV).  .
CONCLUISON:  SO THEN WHAT IS GOD TELLING US THROUGH MALACHI?……..DON'T GIVE UP, DON'T BECOME DISCOURAGED, DON'T LOOSE YOUR FOCUS, DON'T DRIFT FROM YOUR FAITH AND HIS CHURCH.  BUT BE FAITHFUL IN YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THE DIVINE SERVICE, LIVE UNDER HIS GRACE AND FORGIVENESS, AND BY HIS GRACE AND SPIRIT LIVE YOUR LIFE FOR HIM WHO GAVE HIMSELF ON THE CROSS IN LOVE FOR YOU……….AND WHEN HE COMES AGAIN…WELL…….YOU WILL BE MORE THAN GLAD THAT YOU DID.  YES, YOU WILL BE MORE THAN GLAD THAT YOU DID.………AMEN.
