THANKSGIVING DAY        1 TIMOTHY 2: 1-4          NOVEMBER 22, 2012

MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST, 

     HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED THAT AS A GENERAL RULE CHILDREN ASK THEIR PARENTS FOR THINGS MORE THAN THEY THANK THEM FOR WHAT THEY ALREADY HAVE?  PROBABLY ONE REASON FOR THIS IS THAT CHILDREN SIMPLY TAKE WHAT THEY HAVE FOR GRANTED.  AND WE ARE THE SAME WAY WITH OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN.  WE MUST CONFESS THAT WE OFTEN TAKE THINGS FOR GRANTED………UNTIL WE NO LONGER HAVE THEM.  IF WE EXAMINE OUR PRAYER LIFE WE WILL DISCOVER THAT WE ARE MUCH LIKE CHILDREN…….ASKING OUR HEAVENLY FATHER FOR THINGS MUCH MORE THAN WE THANK HIM FOR WHAT WE ALREADY HAVE.  OF COURSE, WE SHOULD THANK HIM EACH AND EVERY DAY FOR HIS MANY BLESSINGS…………BUT STILL IT’S NICE TO HAVE ONE SPECIAL DAY THAT REMINDS US OF THESE THINGS:  THANKSGIVING DAY.   IN OUR TEXT FOR THIS MORNING THE APOSTLE PAUL SHOW US HOW GOD’S EARTHLY BLESSINGS ARE CONNECTED WITH HIS SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS AS ALL BLESSINGS ARE FROM GOD.
I.  PAUL MAKES IT CLEAR THAT GOD WANT US TO PRAY FOR THE WELL-BEING ALL PEOPLE AND ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO SERVE IN GOVERNMENT.  BUT PAUL SAYS WE ARE TO PRAY FOR EARTHLY BLESSINGS SO THAT THE SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN JESUS CHRIST CAN COME TO AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE.  
     A.  PRAYER OF COURSE IS SOMETHING THAT TRANSCENDS POLITICS.  REGARDLESS OF OUR POLITICAL LEANINGS WE CAN AND SHOULD PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN POSITIONS OF AUTHORITY…..AT ALL LEVELS:  CITY, STATE, AND NATION.  “FIRST OF ALL, THEN, I URGE THAT SUPPLICATIONS, PRAYERS, INTERCESSIONS AND THANKSGIVINGS BE MADE FOR ALL PEOPLE, FOR KINGS AND ALL WHO ARE IN HIGH POSITIONS….” (VV. 1, 2 ESV).  PAUL SAYS “I URGE”…CLEARLY THIS IS NOT AN OPTION FOR US.  AND REMEMBER THAT IN PAUL’S DAY THE GOVERNMENT WAS THE PAGAN, OPPRESSIVE ROMAN GOVERNMENT…….LED BY NON-CHRISTIANS.  GOD CAN AND DOES WORK THROUGH CIVIL GOVERNMENT TO BRING US, NOT SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS, BUT PHYSCIAL AND EARTHLY BLESSINGS AS JESUS ONCE SAID:  “FOR [YOUR FATHER] MAKES HIS SUN RISE ON THE EVIL AND ON THE GOOD, AND SENDS RAIN ON THE JUST AND ON THE UNJUST” MATTHEW 5: 45, ESV)..  IN HIS LETTER TO THE ROMANS PAUL REFERS TO THE NON-CHRISTIAN, PAGAN, GOVERNMENT OF ROME AS A “SERVANT OF GOD” (13: 4, ESV).   A SERVANT OF GOD?  YES.  BECAUSE GOD USES GOVERNMENT TO GIVE US SO MANY EARTHLY BLESSINGS THAT WE OFTEN JUST TAKE FOR GRANTED….  THINGS LIKE ELECTRICTY.  HOW DIFFERENT OUR LIVES WOULD BE WITHOUT ELECTRICTY OR ...  OUR WATER, OUR STREETS, OUR POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTSAND OUR MILITARY.  ALL MADE POSSIBLE BY GOVERNMENT. WE CAN TAKE THESE THINGS FOR GRANTED UNTIL WE NO LONGER HAVE THEM.  IN THE EAST HURRACNE SANDY HAS TAKEN MANY OF THESE THINGS AWAY AND THOSE PEOPLE APPRECIATE THEM SO MUCH MORE NOW THAT THEY DON’T HAVE THEM.   
      B.  BUT NOTE THIS:  GOD WANTS US TO PRAY IN THIS WAY NOT SIMPLY TO GIVE US EARTHLY BLESSINGS……….NO, THERE IS A HIGHER REASON.  AND WHAT IS THAT?  PAUL TELLS US:  “…THAT WE MAY LEAD A PEACEFUL AND QUIET LIFE, GODLY AND DIGNIFIED IN EVERY WAY.  THIS IS GOOD AND IT IS PLEASING IN THE SIGHT OF GOD OUR SAVIOR, WHO DESIRES ALL PEOPLE TO BE SAVED AND TO COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH” (V. 2, 3, ESV).  EARTHLY BLESSINGS WON’T HELP US WITH DEATH.  INDEED, DEATH WILL TAKE AWAY ALL OF OUR EARTHLY BLESSINGS. BUT THE BLESSINGS OF JESUS CHRIST GO BEYOND DEATH AND LAST FOREVER.  HE HAS OVERCOME THE HORRIBLE REALITY OF DEATH BY DYING FOR THE CAUSE OF DEATH:  SIN.  REBELLION AGAINST GOD.  WITH SIN PAID FOR DEATH ITSELF HAS BEEN OVERCOME.  AND HOW DO WE KNOW THIS?  BECAUSE ON THE THIRD DAY HE WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD AND HE IS STILL ALIVE TODAY, SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY.  AND ONE DAY HE WILL VISIBLY RETURN TO RAISE US FROM THE DEAD AND GIVE US ETERNAL LIFE.   AND IN OUR BAPTISM WE HAVE BECOME GOD’S FORGIVEN CHILDREN AND HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE HOLY SPIRIT.   AND NOW WE WANT TO LIVE A LIFE THAT IS PLEASING TO OUR GRACIOUS GOD AS PAUL SAYS:  THAT WE MAY LEAD A PEACEFUL AND QUIET LIFE, GODLY AND DIGNIFIED IN EVERY WAY” (V. 2, ESV). SO THAT WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS CHRIST AS PAUL SAYS:   “…WHO DESIRES ALL PEOPLE TO BE SAVED AND TO COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH” (V. 3, ESV).   GOD IS PLEASED WHENEVER WE TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS SO THAT THEY CAN KNOW WHAT WE KNOW AND HAVE WHAT WE HAVE. 
II.  AND OUR GOVERNMENT CAN MAKE THIS EASY OR DIFFICULT.  AND THIS IS WHY PAUL ENCOURAGES US TO PRAY FOR OUR SOCIETY AND FOR ALL IN AUTHORITY.
     A.  CAN YOU IMAGINE HOW HARD IT IS TO TELL OTHER PEOPLE ABOUT JESUS CHRIST IN COUNTRIES WHERE THEY GOVERNMENT IS INCOMPETENT OR HAS BEEN RAVAGED BY WAR AND POVERTY?  WHEN PEOPLE ARE HUNGRY OR IN TROUBLE THEY ARE MORE CONCERNED ABOUT THE EARTHLY NEEDS OF THEIR BODY THAT THEY ARE ABOUT THE SPIRITUAL NEEDS OF THEIR SOUL.  CAN YOU IMAGINE HOW HARD IT IS TO TELL OTHER PEOPLE ABOUT JESUS CHRIST IN COUNTRIES WHERE THE GOVERNMENT IS OPPOSED TO CHRISTIANITY LIKE CHINA OR SOME ISLAMIC COUNTRIES?   BUT IN AMERICA WE DON’T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT SUCH THINGS.  WE HAVE THE FREEDOM AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SPREAD THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST.  THINK HOW DIFFERENT OUR CONGREGATION WOULD LOOK IF WE WERE ALL CONCERNED ABOUT MAKING IT FROM DAY TO DAY, WORRIED ABOUT OW MUCH FOOD WE WOULD HAVE OR IF OUR HOME WOULD BE INVADED BY ROAMING GROUPS OF VIOLENT MEN OR THAT WE WOULD BE ARRESTED FOR BEING CHRISTIANS..  ALL OF THESE THINGS WOULD MAKE THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL MORE DIFFCIULT.  
     B..  AND SO WE MUST NOT TAKE OUR BLESSINGS FOR GRANTED.  SOME OF US ARE OLD ENOUGH 
TO REMEMBER THE OPTIMISM OF THE 1990’S.  THE ECONOMY WAS BOOMING AND LIFE WAS GOOD.  
AND THEN SEPTEMBER 11TH, 2001 CAME WITH THE TERRORIST ATTACK ON THE WORLD TRADE CENTERS AND LIFE HASN’T BEEN THE SAME SINCE.  WE HAVE HAD WARS IN IRAQ AND AFGHANASTAN AND SPREADING VIOLENCE ALL OVER THE WORLD.  THE WORLD’S ECONOMY INCLUDING OUR OWN IS TEETERING ON THE BRINK OF DISASTER.   DEBT IS EVERYWHERE AND UNCERTAINTY ABOUNDS.  AND HURRANCE SANDY HAS SHOWN HOW EASY IT IS TO OVERCOME OUR VAUNTED TECHNOLOGY AND MAKE LIFE DIFICULT, INSECURE AND BITTER.  IN ALL THIS WE ARE REMINDED TO PUT OUR ULTIMATE TRUST NOT IN GOVERNMENTS BUT IN GOD.   AS GREAT AS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IS IT IS NOT IMMUNE TO ALL OF THE DESTRUCTIVE FORCES THAT 
HAVE DESTROYED MANY GREAT AND POWERFUL CIVILIZATIONS.   ONLY ONE KINGDOM LASTS 
FOREVER:  THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN JESUS CHRIST.  SO THEN WE PRAY FOR OUR GOVERNMENT AT ALL LEVELS (CITY, STATE AND NATIONAL), NOT ONLY FOR OUR EARTHLY BLESINGS BUT IN ORDER THAT THE CHURCH MIGHT FREE TO BRING THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST TO OTHERS AS PAUL SAYS: “THAT WE MAY LEAD A PEACFUL AND QUIET LIFE, GODLY AND DIGNIFIED IN EVERY WAY.  THIS IS GOOD, AND IT IS PLEASING IN THE SIGHT OF GOD OUR SAVIOR, WHO DESIRES ALL PEOPLE TO BE SAVED AND TO COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH” (vv. 2-4, ESV.
CONCLUSION:    CHILDREN OFTEN TAKE FOR GRANTED ALL OF THE THINGS THAT THEIR PARENTS DO FOR THEM AND GIVE TO THEM.  PARENTS DON’T HEAR “THANKS YOU’S” AS MUCH AS THEY SHOULD.…..BUT PARENTS LOVE THEIR CHILDREN ANYWAY.  BUT THIS DOES’T MEAN THAT CHILDREN SHOULDN’T APPRECIATE AND GIVE THANKS TO THEIR PARENTS.   THEY SHOULD.   AND SO IT IS WITH US.  WE TOO OFTEN TAKE FOR GRANTED ALL OF THE BLESSINGS THAT GOD GIVES US THROUGH THE GOVERNMENT AND HIS CHURCH.   AND WE DO NOT THANK HIM NEARLY AS MUCH AS WE COULD.  BUT HE STILL LOVES US.   ALL THE MORE REASON TO GIVE HIM THANKS.  AND SO WE HAVE GATHERED TODAY TO DO JUST THAT:   GIVE HIM THANKS.  THANK HIM FOR OUR EARTHLY BLESSINGS THROUGH GOVERNMENT AND OUR SPIRITUAL AND ETERNAL BLESSINGS THROUGH HIS CHURCH.   BUT, OF COURSE, ONE DAY OF THANKSGIVING CANNOT MAKE UP FOR ALL THE OTHER DAYS THAT WE HAVE FAILED TO GIVE HIM THANKS.   AND SO HERE IS AN EASY WAY TO GIVE THANKS TO GOD AT LEAST TWICE A DAY, EVERY DAY.  WHEN YOU FIRST WAKE UP IN THE MORNING GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR KEEPING YOU SAFE AND SOUND THORUGH THE NIGHT.  AND WHEN YOU GO TO BE AT NIGHT……..GIVE HIM THANKS FOR ALL OF HIS BLESSINGS:  BOTH EARTHLY AND SPIRITUAL.  JUST LIST THEM OFF AS YOU THINK OF THEM.  THIS SEEMS RIGHT DON’T YOU THINK?  AFTER ALL SINCE HE NEVER FAILS TO GIVE US DAILY BLESSINGS………IT ONLY SEEMS RIGHT THAT WE SHOULD GIVE HIM DAILY THANKS.  AMEN.


