THANKSGIVING DAY           1 TIMOTHY 2:1-4                      NOVEMBER 26, 2015
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,

HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED THAT, AS A GENERAL RULE, CHILDREN ASK THEIR PARENTS FOR THINGS MORE THAN THEY THANK THEM FOR WHAT THEY HAVE ALREADY BEEN GIVEN? PROBABLY ONE REASON THAT CHILDREN DO THIS IS THAT THEY SIMPLY TAKE FOR GRANTED THE THINGS THAT THEY HAVE. DOES THIS SOUND FAMILIAR? AS CHILDREN OF OUR HEAVENLY FATHER DO WE NOT OFTEN ACT EXACTLY IN THE SAME WAY TOWARD HIM? DON’T WE OFTEN SIMPLY TAKE THINGS FOR GRANTED UNTIL WE NO LONGER HAVE THEM? IF WE EXAMINE OUR OWN PRAYER LIFE WE WILL PROBABLY DISCOVER THAT, LIKE CHILDREN, WE ASK OUR HEAVENLY FATHER FOR THINGS MORE THAN WE THANK HIM FOR WHAT WE HAVE. OF COURSE, WE SHOULD THANK HIM EVERY DAY FOR ALL HIS BLESSINGS, BUT ONCE A YEAR IT’S APPROPRIATE TO HAVE ONE SPECIAL DAY THAT REMINDS US TO GIVE THANKS TO OUR LOVING, GRACIOUS GOD WHO GIVES US SO MUCH: PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS. IN OUR TEXT FOR THIS MORNING THE APOSTLE PAUL SHOWS US HOW GOD’S PHYSICAL BLESSINGS HELP US TO BRING SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS TO OTHERS. FOR HE TELLS US THAT "WE ARE TO PRAY FOR THOSE IN AUTHORITY SO THAT OTHERS CAN HEAR ABOUT JESUS."
I. GOD WANTS US TO PRAY FOR THE WELL-BEING OF OUR COUNTRY. BUT HE WANTS US TO PRAY NOT SIMPLY SO THAT WE CAN HAVE A GOOD AND EASY LIFE, BUT SO THAT THE GOOD NEWS OF HIS SON CAN BE PROCLAIMED OPENLY AND WITHOUT RESTRAINTS.

     A. PRAYER IS SOMETHING THAT TRANSCENDS POLITICS. REGARDLESS OF OUR POLITICAL PARTY WE CAN PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN POSITIONS OF AUTHORITY AND LEADERSHIP IN OUR CITY, COUNTRY, STATE AND NATION. WHEN THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE THESE WORDS THOSE IN AUTHORITY, THE LEADERS OF SOCIETY WERE PAGAN ROMANS AND OTHER NON-CHRISTIANS. GOD CAN AND DOES WORK THROUGH CIVIL GOVERNMENT TO BRING HIS BLESSINGS, PHYSICAL BLESSINGS, TO PEOPLE. JESUS ONCE SAID THAT GOD"CAUSES HIS SUN TO RISE ON THE EVIL AND THE GOOD, AND SENDS RAIN ON THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE UNRIGHTEOUS." IN HIS LETTER TO THE ROMANS PAUL EVEN REFERS TO THE PAGAN ROMAN GOVERNMENT AS A "SERVANT OF GOD" BECAUSE GOD USES GOVERNMENT TO BRING PHYSICAL, MATERIAL BLESSINGS TO PEOPLE. THERE ARE SO MANY BLESSINGS THAT GOD GIVES THROUGH OUR GOVERNMENTS AND WE JUST TAKE THEM FOR GRANTED, UNTIL WE DON’T HAVE THEM. THINGS LIKE ELECTRICITY. HOW DIFFERENT OUR LIVES WOULD BE WITHOUT ELECTRICITY. OUR WATER. OUR STREETS. OUR POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS. OUR SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCIES. GOD PROVIDES US WITH COUNTLESS BLESSINGS THROUGH GOVERNMENT THAT WE JUST OFTEN TAKE FOR GRANTED. AND THIS IS WHY GOD WANTS US TO PRAY FOR THEM AND TO GIVE THANKS FOR THEM: "I URGE THEN THAT 

REQUESTS PRAYERS, INTERCESSIONS AND THANKSGIVING BE MADE …FOR KINGS AND ALL IN AUTHORITY."
     B. BUT GOD WANTS US TO PRAY FOR ALL IN AUTHORITY NOT JUST TO GIVE US PHYSICAL AND MATERIAL BLESSINGS. BUT SO THAT HIS CHURCH CAN PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST. ONLY THE CHURCH HAS THE MESSAGE OF JESUS CHRIST. WE HAVE THE GOOD NEWS THAT GOD HAS FORGIVEN ALL OF OUR SINS AND DEFEATED SATAN AND DEATH. IN JESUS CHRIST WE HAVE PEACE WITH GOD AND ETERNAL LIFE. IN OUR BAPTISM THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS HAS MADE US HIS CHILDREN. THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS MADE OUR BODIES HIS TEMPLE TO HELP US RESIST SIN AND THE DEVIL AND LIVE A LIFE THAT WILL GLORIFY OUR GOD AND SAVIOR. AND WE KNOW THAT JESUS HAS TOLD US, HIS CHURCH, TO BRING THIS MESSAGE TO THE ENTIRE WORLD, TO ALL PEOPLE. HOW EASY OR HARD THAT IS WILL DEPEND ON THE SECULAR GOVERNMENT. CAN YOU IMAGINE HOW HARD IT IS TO BRING THE MESSAGE OF JESUS CHRIST TO PEOPLE IN COUNTRIES THAT ARE RAVAGED BY WAR AND BY POVERTY? COUNTRIES LIKE AFGHANISTAN OR IRAQ? WHEN PEOPLE ARE HUNGRY OR SUFFERING THEY ARE MORE CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR PHYSICAL NEEDS THAN THEIR SPIRITUAL NEEDS. FAMINE, POVERTY, AND WAR ALL MAKE THE SPREADING OF THE GOSPEL MORE DIFFICULT. BUT IN COUNTRIES LIKE AMERICA WE DON’T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT SUCH THINGS. WE HAVE THE FREEDOM AND OPPORTUNITY TO PUT OUR ENERGIES INTO SHARING THE GOSPEL WITH OTHERS. THINK HOW DIFFERENT MESSIAH WOULD LOOK IF WE WERE MAINLY CONCERNED WITH MAKING IT FROM DAY TO DAY, WORRIED AND CONCERNED ABOUT HOW MUCH FOOD WE WOULD HAVE THAT DAY OR IF OUR HOME WOULD BE INVADED THAT DAY BY ROAMING GROUPS OF VIOLENT MEN. OUR EFFORTS TO BRING THE GOSPEL TO OTHERS WOULD BE HINDERED AT GREAT DEAL. BUT GOD HAS SO BLESSED US PHYSICALLY AND MATERIALLY THROUGH OUR GOVERNMENT THAT WE HAVE THE TIME AND ENERGY TO FOCUS ON SHARING JESUS WITH OTHERS.

II. THIS IS WHY PAUL ENCOURAGES US TO PRAY FOR OUR SOCIETY AND FOR ALL IN AUTHORITY.

     A. EVER SINCE THE TERRORISTS’ ATTACKS ON THE WORLD TRADE TOWERS WE HAVE BEEN REMINDED OF THE NEED FOR SUCH PRAYERS. WE MUST NOT TAKE OUR BLESSINGS FOR GRANTED. THERE IS NO GUARANTEE THAT WE WILL ALWAYS BE A PROSPEROUS AND STABLE SOCIETY. TOO MANY AMERICANS STILL BELIEVE IN THE MYTH THAT PROGRESS IS INEVITABLE. OF COURSE, THAT’S NOT TRUE. AN EPIDEMIC OF SMALL POX COULD CHANGE AND DEVASTATE OUR COUNTRY AND THE WORLD. THE 1990’S WERE FILLED WITH ALL KINDS OF OPTIMISM, BUT WITH THE COLLAPSE OF SO MANY DOT.COMS AND THE DOWNWARD TURN OF THE ECONOMY AND THE WAR IN IRAQ WE ARE ONCE AGAIN REMINDED HOW FRAIL AND INTERTWINED WORLD FINANCES ARE. THE GREAT ROMAN EMPIRE LASTED A LONG TIME…BUT NOT FOREVER. AND SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 SHOULD 
REMIND US THAT WITHOUT GOD, TECHNOLOGY AND HUMAN METHODS ULTIMATELY CANNOT SAVE US. AS WE HEARD IN A RECENT SERMON, ONLY ONE THING LASTS FOREVER: GOD’S KINGDOM IN JESUS CHRIST.

     B. SO THEN OUR PRAYERS INCLUDE PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING FOR WHAT GOD GIVE US THROUGH OUR GOVERNMENTS. FOR THROUGH GOVERNMENT GOD HAS RELIEVED US FROM THE BURDEN OF LIVING OUR LIVES FROM MOUTH TO MOUTH AND DAY TO DAY. HE HAS BLESSED US SO THAT AS GOD’S PEOPLE WE CAN PUT OUR TIME AND ENERGIES INTO LIVING WHAT PAUL CALLS "PEACEFUL AND QUIET LIVES IN ALL GODLINESS AND HOLINESS." FOR GOD GIVES US SUCH BLESSINGS NOT ONLY TO ENJOY, BUT TO ALSO LIVE A GODLY AND CHRISTIAN LIFE. AND THIS INCLUDES BRINGING THE MESSAGE OF OUR DEAR LORD JESUS CHRIST TO OTHER PEOPLE. FOR HE HAS DIED FOR ALL. NO ONE HAS BEEN EXCLUDED. AND OUR HEAVENLY FATHER WANTS ALL PEOPLE "TO BE SAVED AND TO COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH."
CONCLUSION: WE STILL LOVE OUR CHILDREN EVEN WHEN THEY DON’T THANK US FOR ALL THE THINGS THAT WE DO FOR THEM. AND YET, THAT DOESN’T MEAN THAT THEY SHOULDN’T THANK THEIR PARENTS. THEY SHOULD. AND SO IT IS WITH GOD. HE LOVES US DESPITE THE FACT THAT WE OFTEN TAKE HIS BLESSINGS FOR GRANTED. BUT THAT DOESN’T MEAN THAT WE SHOULDN’T THANK HIM. WE SHOULD. AND SO WE HAVE GATHERED ON THIS THANKSGIVING DAY TO THANK OUR GRACIOUS GOD FOR ALL HIS BLESSINGS, BOTH PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL. GOD GIVES US OUR PHYSICAL AND MATERIAL BLESSINGS THROUGH GOVERNMENT, WHICH IS HIS SERVANT. AND THROUGH HIS SERVANT, JESUS, GOD HAS GIVEN US OUR SPIRITUAL AND ETERNAL BLESSINGS. AND AS GOD CONTINUES TO BLESS US WITH THESE BLESSINGS WE ALSO PRAY THAT HE WOULD GIVE US MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS CHRIST SO THAT THEY TOO MAY THANK GOD WHO WANTS ALL PEOPLE TO BE SAVED. AND FINALLY, THIS THANKSGIVING DAY REMINDS US TO THANK HIM, NOT JUST ONCE A YEAR, BUT EACH AND EVERY DAY OF OUR LIVES. AMEN.

