FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT                   EPHESIANS 5: 8-14                             MARCH 30, 2014
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     IT' HAS  ALWAYS BEEN DIFFICULT TO LIVE AS A CHRISTIAN IN A WORLD FILLED WITH TEMPTATION AND SIN.  AND IT SEEMS THAT IT'S NOT GETTING ANY EASIER.  SINCE WORLD WAR TWO AND ESPECIALLY THE 1960'S IT SEEMS THAT AMERICA HAS BECOME A MORE SECULAR SOCIETY AND LESS FRIENDLY TO CHRISTIANITY AND THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.  GONE ARE THE DAYS WHEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS HAD CHRISTMAS CONCERTS.  GONE ARE THE DAYS WHEN DIVORCE WAS HARD TO GET AND WHEN MOST CHILDREN HAD BOTH BIOLOGICAL PARENTS AT HOME.  GONE ARE THE DAYS WHEN PORNOGRAPHY WAS HARD TO GET AND DONE SO WITH MUCH SHAME.  GONE ARE THE DAYS WHEN HAVING SEX AND BABIES OUTSIDE OF MARRIAGE WAS CONSIDERED SHAMEFUL.  AND ARE THE DAYS SOON TO BE GONE THAT MARRIAGE IS SOMETHING BETWEEN ONE MAN AND ONE WOMAN?  HOW DO CHRISTIANS PROTECT THEIR CHILDREN FROM SUCH THINGS?  HOW MUCH PRESSURE DO YOUNG ADULT CHRISTIANS FEEL TO LIVE IN WAYS THAT ARE NOT PLEASING TO THEIR GOD AND SAVIOR IN JESUS CHRIST?  IT'S NO WONDER THAT A SPECIAL TERM HAS BEEN INVENTED TO DESCRIBE THIS CHANGE IN AMERICA:  "POST CHRISTIAN".  IN SUCH A SETTING WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN?  HOW DO WE RESPOND TO THIS CHANGING CULTURE?  IN OUR SECOND LESSON FOR THIS MORNING THE APOSTLE PAUL GIVES US THE ANSWER….THE ONLY ANSWER THAT THERE CAN BE.  WE ARE TO "LIVE AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT."
I.   PAUL REMINDS US THAT THERE IS AN INSEPARABLE CONNECTION BETWEEN WHO WE ARE AND HOW WE LIVE..
     A.  PAUL REMINDS US THAT WE ARE CHRISTIANS…THOSE WHO TRUST IN JESUS FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS..AND…….HE REMINDS US THAT IN JESUS CHRIST  WE HAVE BEEN CHANGED………….AS HE SAYS:  "FOR AT ONE TIME YOU WERE DARKNESS, BUT NOW YOU ARE LIGHT IN THE LORD….WALK AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT."  EVERY HUMAN BEING IS BORN INTO THIS WORLD IN THE SPIRITUAL DARKNESS OF  BLINDNESS AND DEATH.……..IF YOU KNOW PEOPLE WHO DO NOT CONFESS JESUS CHRIST AS THEIR SAVIOR THEY ARE IN DARKNESS LIVING FOR THEMSELVES....INSTEAD OF FOR GOD….EVEN IF BY HUMAN STANDARDS THEY SEEM TO BE VERY NICE PEOLPE..  IN JESUS CHRIST GOD HAS CALLED US OUT OF THIS DARKNESS AND BROUGHT US INTO THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE COLOSSIANS:   "HE HAS DELIVERED US FROM THE DOMAIN OF DARKNESS AND TRANSFERRED US TO THE KINGDOM OF HIS BELOVED SON,  IN WHOM WE HAVE REDEMPTION, THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS" (1: 13, 14, ESV)..   IN JESUS CHRIST, GOD HAS SHOWN US HIS LOVE AND FORGIVEN US ALL OF OUR SINS.  THROUGH FAITH IN HIM WE HAVE BEEN CHANGED….WE HAVE BEEN BORN AGAIN.  WE ARE DIFFERENT FROM THOSE PEOPLE AROUND US WHO DO NOT HAVE FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.  AND THIS DIFFERENCE IS SHOWN IN HOW WE LIVE.
     B.  AND THIS IS WHY PAUL REMINDS US THAT WE ARE TO AVOID "THE UNFRUITFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS".   AND HOW DO WE KNOW WHAT  "THE UNFRUITFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS" ARE?  ONLY BY GOD'S WORD, THE BIBLE.  BUT SADLY, MANY CHRISTIANS DON'T KNOW GOD'S WORD VERY WELL.…..BIBLICAL LITERACY AMONG CHRISTIANS HAS BEEN WELL ESTABLISHED SURVEY AFTER SURVEY.  MANY CHRISTIANS DON'T KNOW THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE, CAN'T NAME ALL TEN COMMANDMENTS AND HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES.   BUT HOW ELSE ARE WE TO KNOW WHAT IS PLEASING TO GOD?   AS PAUL SAYS "TRY TO DISCERN WHAT IS PLEASING TO THE LORD" ((V. 10, ESV).   WE HAVE TO KNOW WHAT IS PLEASING TO GOD BECAUSE THERE ARE MANY THINGS IN OUR SOCIETY THAT ARE NOT PLEASING TO GOD…..INDEED WAYS OF LIVING THAT WILL BE PUNISHED WITH GOD'S WRATH ON THE JUDGMENT DAY.   INCLUDING THE ABUSE OF GOD'S GIFT OF SEXUALITY.  ACCORDING TO GOD MARRIAGE IS BETWEEN A MAN AND A WOMAN AND ANY SEXUAL EXPRESSION OUTSIDE OF MARRIAGE IS NOT PLEASING TO GOD.  THIS INCLUDES PRE-MARITAL SEX, ADULTERY, PORNOGRAPHY AND HOMOSEXUALITY.   AND CERTAINLY GOD WANTS US TO LISTEN TO HIM……….BECAUSE, AS PAUL SAYS,  ONLY GOD CAN TELL US WHAT IS "GOOD, RIGHT AND TRUE".. …IF SOMETHING DOES OT AGREE WITH GOD……IT IS NOT   "GOOD, RIGHT AND TRUE"..
     C.  BUT GOD NOT ONLY WANTS US TO KNOW HIS WILL BUT TO ALSO PUT INTO PRACTICE AS PAUL SAYS:  "WALK AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT"  ….AND PAUL SAYS THAT THIS MEANS TAKING "NO PART IN THE UNFRUITFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS."  THE "UNFRUITFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS" ARE ALL OF THOSE THINGS IN OUR COUNTRY THAT ARE OPPOSED TO GOD AND HIS WILL.  DOESN'T MATTER WHO DOES THEM….IF THEY ARE OPPOSED TO GOD…THEY ARE WORKS OF DARKNESS…..WORKS OF SATAN.  AND THE WORKS OF SATAN AND THE WORKS ARE GOD ARE OPPOSED TO EACH OTHER EVEN AS LIGHT AND DARKNESS ARE OPPOSED TO EACH OTHER.  AND SO IN THE LORD'S PRAYER WE PRAY:  "THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN".   IN OTHER WORDS WE WANT GOD'S WILL TO BE DONE ON EARTH…..AND IN OUR LIVES…WE DON'T WANT SIN TO BE DONE…BECAUSE GOD DOESN’T WANT SIN TO BE DONE…. AS WE AGAIN PRAY:  "AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL".    HERE WE ASK GOD TO KEEP US AND OTHERS FROM SIN AND EVIL….AND IF THERE ARE OCCASIONS THAT WE FALL INTO SIN….THINGS THAT ARE NOT PLEASING TO GOD WE DO NOT MAKE EXCUSES OR DEFEND OUR SIN, MUCH LESS ACCEPT IT..……..BUT CONFESS IT TO GOD AND SEEK HIS FORGIVENESS AS WE AGAIN PRAYER IN THE LORD'S PRAYER:  "FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES" AND BECAUSE JESUS DIED FOR OUR SINS ON THE CROSS WE ARE CERTAIN THAT OUR SIN IS TRULY FORGIVEN……WHATEVER IT MAY BE.  AND SO IN THIS WAY WE WALK AS "CHILDREN OF LIGHT" ..
II.  BUT LIVING AS "CHILDREN OF LIGHT" MEANS NOT ONLY AVOIDING "THE FRUITLESS WORKS OF DARKNESS." BUT PAUL SAYS THAT WE ARE TO ALSO EXPOSE THEM.   IN OTHER WORDS WE ARE NOT TO BE SILENT ABOUT SIN……BUT WE ARE TO POINT IT OUT AND CONDEMN IT.
     A.   WHENEVER WE ENTER A DARKENED ROOM WE CAN'T SEE ANYTHING UNTIL IT IS EXPOSED BY TURNING ON THE LIGHT….. AS PAUL SAYS:  "WHEN ANYTHING IS EXPOSED BY THE LIGHT, IT BECOMES VISIBLE" (V. 13).  AND SO IT IS WITH GOD'S WORD WHICH IS SHOWS US WHAT IS SIN.   AND.  SINFUL BEHAVIOR IS ESPECIALLY EXPOSED WHEN THE TRUTH OF GOD'S WORD IS SET BESIDE IT.  LYING IS SHOWN TO BE BAD WHEN COMPARED TO TELLING THE TRUTH.  ADULTERY IS SHOWN TO BE BAD WHEN COMPARED TO FAITHFULNESS.  SEXUAL IMPURITY IS SHOWN TO BE BAD WHEN COMPARED TO SEXUAL PURITY. AND SO ON.  AND THIS IS WHY SINFUL BEHAVIOR IS OFTEN DONE IN SECRET AS PAUL SAYS:  "FOR IT IS SHAMEFUL EVEN TO SPEAK OF THE THINGS THEY DO IN SECRET."  AND BUT THERE IS ANOTHER REASON, PERHAPS EVEN MORE IMPORTANT,  WE MUST OPPOSE AND EXPOSE THE "UNFRUITFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS":   JESUS HAD TO DIE FOR THESE SINS.  HOW CAN WE ACCEPT SOMETHING THAT JESUS HAD TO DIE FOR?  HOW CAN WE ACCEPT SOMETHING IN US OR OTHER PEOPLE… THAT CAUSED JESUS TO CRY OUT IN SUCH ANGUISH "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?"  WE CANNOT….NOT AS "CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT" 
     B.  BUT AS CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT WE MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT WE EXPOSE THE SHAMEFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS NOT TO BE SELF-RIGHTEOUS, HARSH AND UNLOVING TOWARDS OTHER PEOPLE BUT SO THAT WE MIGHT ALSO BE ABLE TO SHINE THE LIGHT OF JESUS CHRIST ON THEM…….. THE GOSPEL OF GOD'S LOVE AND FORGIVENESS…….THIS IS WHAT PAUL IS GETTING AT WHEN HE SAYS:  "AWAKE, O SLEEPER, AND ARISE FROM THE DEAD, AND CHRIST WILL SHINE ON YOU".  PAUL IS TALKING ABOUT PEOPLE WHO ARE SPIRITUALLY DEAD.  HE IS TALKING ABOUT THOSE WHO ARE NOT YET CHRISTIANS……PEOPLE WHO ARE STILL LIVING IN THEIR SIN….,DEFENDING THEIR SIN, EXCUSING THEIR SIN, ACCEPTING THEIR SIN……INSTEAD THEY NEED TO  REPENT OF THEIR SIN…….REJECT THEIR SIN SO THAT THEY CAN RECEIVE GOD'S COMPLETE AND UNCONDITIONAL FORGIVENESS… AS PAUL SAYS:  "CHRIST WILL SHINE ON YOU."   INDEED THE MAIN REASON WE ARE TO EXPOSE SIN IS SO THAT PEOPLE CAN HAVE GOD'S FORGIVENESS.  THERE IS NO SIN SO BAD THAT IT CANNOT BE FORGIVEN IN JESUS CHRIST WHO DIED FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD………THIS IS HOW WE BECAME "CHILDREN OF LIGHT" …..REPENTING OF OUR SINS AND TRUSTING IN JESUS FOR FORGIVENESS…….AND THIS IS HOW OTHERS WHO ARE CURRENTLY LIVING IN DARKNESS CAN ALSO BECOME "CHILDREN OF LIGHT".
CONCLUSION:   DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS…..WE ARE PRONE TO FORGET THAT WITHOUT JESUS CHRIST PEOPLE ARE LOST IN THE DARKNESS OF SIN AND DEATH…EVEN PEOPLE WHO SEEM LIKE "NICE PEOPLE".  …..EVERYTHING THAT IS CONTRARY TO GOD'S WILL IS DARKNESS.  BUT THE LIGHT OF JESUS CHRIST SHINES IN THIS DARK WORLD……..THE MESSAGE OF GOD'S LOVE AND FORGIVENESS FOR REPENTANT SINNERS.  THIS LIGHT HAS SHONE ON US AND MADE US "CHILDREN OF LIGHT"…."CHILDREN OF GOD."  …….AND THIS LIGHT SHINES THROUGH US AS WELL…….EXPOSING THE DEEDS OF DARKNESS….ALL THINGS THAT ARE CONTRARY TO GOD AND THAT JESUS HAD TO DIE FOR...........AND YET BECAUSE OF THAT DEATH….THE LIGHT OF GOD'S LOVE AND FORGIVENESS IN JESUS CHIRST… SHINES ON ALL WHO WANT IT.  AND IN THIS WAY WE AND OTHERS CAN "WALK AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT."…
