FOURTH SUNDAY IN LET                    EPHESIANS 5: 8-14               APRIL 3, 2011

MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,

     IT’S ALWAYS BEEN DIFFICULT TO LIVE AS A CHRISTIAN IN WORLD FILLED WITH SIN.  BUT EVER SINCE WORLD WAR TWO IT SEEMS TO BE GETTING EVEN HARDER.  IN MANY WAYS AMERICA HAS BECOME A MORE SECULAR COUNTRY.  GONE ARE THE DAYS WHEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS HAD CHRISTMAS CONCERTS.  GONE ARE THE DAYS WHEN DIVORCE WAS HARD TO GET AND WHEN MOST CHILDREN HAD BOTH BIOLOGICAL PARENTS AT HOME.  GONE ARE THE DAYS WHEN PORNOGRAPHY WAS HARD TO GET.  GONE ARE THE DAYS WHEN HAVING SEX AND BABIES OUTSIDE OF MARRIAGE WAS CONSIDERED SHAMEFUL.  OF COURSE, I COULD SAY MORE.   HOW DO CHRISTIANS PROTECT THEIR CHILDREN FROM ALL OF THESE THINGS?  HOW MUCH PRESSURE DO YOUNG CHRISTIANS FEEL TO LIVE IN WAYS THAT ARE NOT PLEASING TO THEIR GOD?  IT’S NO WONDER THAT A SPECIAL TERM HAS BEEN INVENTED TO DESCRIBE THIS CHANGE IN AMERICA:  “POST CHRISTIAN”.     IN SUCH A SETTING WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN?  HOW DO WE CHRISTIANS RESPOND TO THIS CHANGING SECULAR CULTURE THAT IS LESS AND LESS CHRISTIAN?   IN OUR SECOND LESSON FOR THIS MORNING THE APOSTLE PAUL GIVES US THE ANSWER, THE ONLY ANSWER WE CAN HAVE.  WE ARE TO:  “LIVE AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT.”
I.  PAUL DOESN’T WASTE ANY TIME TELLING US WHAT IT MEANS TO LIVE AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT.  HE SAYS IT PLAINLY:  ”TAKE NO PART IN THE UNFRUITFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS.”
     A.  OF COURSE, TO AVOID THE “UNFRUITFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS” WE HAVE TO KNOW WHAT THEY ARE.  AND ONLY GOD CAN TELL US THAT.  SO THIS MEANS WE NEED TO KNOW GOD’S WORD. OUR CHILDREN NEED TO KNOW GOD’S WORD.  BUT THE SAD TRUTH IS THAT MANY CHRISTIANS DON’T KNOW GOD’S VERY WELL.  MANY CHRISTIANS CAN’T NAME ALL TEN COMMANDMENTS MUCH LESS NAME THEM IN THEIR PROPER ORDER.  THERE IS ALWAYS A DANGER THAT GOD’S PEOPLE WILL BECOME LAZY IN HEARING AND LEARNING GOD’S WORD AS GOD HIMSELF COMPLAINS IN OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  “WHO IS BLIND BUT MY SERVANT, OR DEAF AS MY MESSENGER WHOM I SEND?  WHO IS BLIND AS MY DEDICATED ONE OR BLIND AS THE SERVANT OF THE LORD?  HE SEES MANY THINGS, BUT DOES NOT OBSERVE THEM; HIS EARS ARE OPEN, BUT HE DOES NOT HEAR” (IS. 42: 19, 20).   IF WE ARE TO AVOID “UNFRUITFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS” THE EVERYTHING IN OUR CULTURE, OUR SOCIETY, OUR COUNTRY IS TO BE JUDGED AND EVALUATED BY GOD’S WORD.  FOR ONLY GOD’S WORD CAN TELL US WHAT IS PLEASING TO HIM AND WHAT IS NOT PLEASING TO HIM.  THIS IS WHAT PAUL MEANS WHEN HE SAYS:  “TRY TO DISCERN WHAT IS PLEASING TO THE LORD.”  SOME OF THE MOST OBVIOUS AND SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN OUR COUNTRY HAVE BEEN ABOUT SEX AND MARRIAGE.  WHAT DOES GOD THINK ABOUT PRE-MARITAL SEX?  ADULTERY?   PORNOGRAPHY?    HOMOSEXUALITY?  DIVORCE?  ABORTION?   ONLY GOD’S WORD, THE BIBLE, CAN TELL US.  .AND SO AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT WE COME TOGETHER ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AND SOMETIMES DURING THE WEEK TO LEARN GOD’S WORD.  WE ALSO LEARN GOD’S WORD AND AS WE READ AND STUDY OUR BIBLES DURING THE WEEK.  BUT, AS I SAID, MANY CHRISTIANS REALLY DON’T KNOW THEIR BIBLES VERY WELL.  THEY ARE TOO BUSY LISTENING TO OTHER THINGS, OTHER PEOPLE.  BUT GOD IS NOT DIFFERENT FROM A PARENT.  PARENTS ARE NOT PLEASED WHEN THEIR CHILDREN IGNORE THEM AND DO NOT LISTEN TO THEM….AND SO IT IS WITH GOD.  OBVIOUSLY GOD HAS GIVEN US HIS WORD SO THAT WE WILL LISTEN TO HIM.  AND JUST LIKE A PARENT; HE IS NOT PLEASED WHEN HIS CHILDREN DON’T LISTEN.  DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST, I ENCOURAGE YOU TO CONTINUE TO LEARN GOD’S WORD AS PAUL SAYS YOU CAN LIVE AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT SO THAT YOU MIGHT “DISCERN WHAT IS PLEASING TO THE LORD.”  

     B.  BUT OF COURSE, GOD NOT ONLY EXPECTS US TO KNOW HIS WORD BUT HE EXPECTS US TO PUT IT INTO PRACTICE, .AS JESUS SAYS IN HIS SERMON ON THE MOUNT:  “NOT EVERYONE WHO SAYS TO ME, 'LORD, LORD,' WILL ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, BUT THE ONE WHO DOES THE WILL OF MY FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN” (MATT. 7; 21, ESV).  IN OTHER WORDS, IT’S IT NOT ENOUGH THAT WE KNOW WHAT IS RIGHT AND WHAT IS WRONG….BUT WE ARE TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT AND AVOID WHAT IS WRONG AS PAUL SAYS:  ”TAKE NO PART IN THE UNFRUITFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS.”  THE UNFRUITFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS ARE ALL THOSE THINGS IN OUR CULTURE, OUR SOCIETY, OUR COUNTRY THAT ARE OPPOSED TO GOD AND HIS WILL.  THEY ARE THE WORKS OF SATAN.  IT’S OBVIOUS THAT LIGHT AND DARKNESS ARE OPPOSITES JUST AS GOD AND SATAN ARE OPPOSITES.  BUT WHAT DOES PAUL CALL US WHO TRUST IN JESUS?  “CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT.”   THAT’S ANOTHER WAY OF SAYING THAT WE ARE “CHILDREN OF GOD.”  SO TO LIVE AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT MEANS TO LIVE AS CHILDREN OF GOD.  AND AS WE DO THIS WE BECOME A LIGHT TO OTHERS AROUND US SHOWING THEM THAT THERE IS  ANOTHER WAY TO LIVE AS JESUS SAYS AGAIN IN HS SERMON ON THE MOUNT:  “LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE OTHERS, SO THAT THEY MAY SEE YOUR GOOD WORKS AND GIVE GLORY TO YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN” (MATT. 5: 16, ESV).  HOW WE LIVE WILL EITHER BRING HONOR OR DISHONOR TO OUR GOD.
II.  BUT LIVING AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT MEANS NOT ONLY AVOIDING THE FRUITLESS WORKS OF DARKNESS BUT ALSO EXPOSING THEM.  AND WE DO THIS WITH GOD’S WORD OF LAW AS PAUL SAYS IN ROMANS:   “NOW WE KNOW THAT WHATEVER THE LAW SAYS IT SPEAKS TO THOSE WHO ARE UNDER THE LAW, SO THAT EVERY MOUTH MAY BE STOPPED, AND THE WHOLE WORLD MAY BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD…. SINCE THROUGH THE LAW COMES KNOWLEDGE OF SIN” (3: 19, 20, ESV).  
     A.   WHEN WE ENTER A DARKENED ROOM WE CAN’T SEE ANYTHING UNTIL IT IS EXPOSED BY THE LIGHT WE TURN ON.  AND SO IT IS WITH GOD’S LAW WHICH IS “…GOOD AND RIGHT AND TRUE.”.  COMPARED WITH GOD’S LAW THE WORKS OF DARKNESS ARE SEEN FOR WHAT THEY ARE:   EVIL AND WRONG AND FALSE.   WHEN PAUL SAYS:  “FOR IT IS SHAMEFUL EVEN TO SPEAK OF THE THINGS THAT THEY DO IN SECRET” HE IS, NO DOUBT, INCLUDING MANY SEXUAL SINS THAT ARE CONTRARY TO GOD’S WILL.  SUCH SINS ARE ALWAYS DONE IN DARKNESS….IN SECRET… SO THAT NO ONE CAN SEE WHAT THEY ARE DOING….BECAUSE THEY ARE SHAMEFUL.  AND NO DOUBT PAUL INCLUDES OTHER ACTIVITIES BESIDES SEXUAL ONES THAT ARE SHAMEFUL….ALL KINDS SCHEMING AGAINST OTHER PEOPLE, GOSSIP, STEALING AND OTHER SHAMEFUL BEHAVIORS THAT ARE DONE BEHIND CLOSED DOORS OR IN THE DARKNESS.  AND AS GOD’S PEOPLE WE ARE NOT ONLY TO AVOID SUCH THINGS BUT WE ARE TO EXPOSE THEM WITH GOD’S LAW.  THAT’S YOUR OBLIGATION AS A CHRISTIAN, AS A CHILD OF LIGHT, AS A CHILD OF GOD.
     B.  BUT AS CHRISTIANS WE MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT WE EXPOSE THE SHAMEFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS WITH GOD’S LAW SO THAT WE CAN SHINE THE GOSPEL LIGHT OF GOD’S LOVE AND FORGIVENESS.  THAT’S WHAT PAUL IS GETTING AT WHEN HE SAYS:  “AWAKE, O SLEEPER, AND ARISE FROM THE DEAD, AND CHRIST WILL SHINE ON YOU.”   PAUL IS NOT TALKING ABOUT PEOPLE WHO ARE PHYSICALLY DEAD BUT PEOPLE WHO ARE SPIRITUALLY DEAD.  HE IS TALKING ABOUT PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT YET CHRISTIANS.  THEY ARE IN THE DARKNESS OF SIN AND DEATH.  AT ONE TIME WE TOO WERE IN THE DARKNESS OF SPIRITUAL DEATH….FOR ALL PEOPLE ARE BORN INTO THE WORLD SPIRITUALLY DEAD AND ENEMIES OF GOD.  BUT THEN WE WERE CHANGED, CHANGED BY THE LIGHT OF JESUS CHRIST AS PAUL SAYS IN SECOND CORINTHIANS:  “FOR GOD, WHO SAID, "LET LIGHT SHINE OUT OF DARKNESS," HAS SHONE IN OUR HEARTS TO GIVE THE LIGHT OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE FACE OF JESUS CHRIST” (4:6, ESV).  IN JESUS CHRIST WE KNOW THAT OUR MANY SINS ARE FORGIVEN, WASHED AWAY IN THE WATERS OF OUR BAPTISM.  OUR HEARTS, OUR LIVES, HAVE BEEN ENLIGHTENED WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.  AND NOW, WE ARE “CHILDREN OF LIGHT” WHO WANT TO LIVE A NEW KIND OF LIFE….NO LONGER LIVING FOR OURSELVES BUT FOR JESUS CHRIST.. 
CONCLUSION:   LIVE AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT.  THAT’S PAUL’S MESSAGE TO US THIS MORNING.  BUT THAT’S NOT ALWAYS EASY…..FOR ALL AROUND US WE SEE THE “UNFRUITFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS.”  BUT GOD HAS GIVEN US ALL THAT WE NEED TO LIVE AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT.  HE HAS GIVEN US HIS LAW, SO THAT WE CAN KNOW WHAT “…IS PLEASING TO THE LORD.   AND WHAT ABOUT THOSE TIMES THAT WE FAIL TO DO WHAT “…IS PLEASING TO THE LORD”?  WE TRUST IN JESUS WHO HAS SHINED ON US WITH HIS LOVE AND FORGIVENESS.  INDEED, THIS IS THE SECRET TO LIVING AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT...GOD’S LOVE AND FORGIVENESS IN JESUS CHRIST.  AMEN.
