PALM SUNDAY: SUNDAY OF THE PASSION  PHIL. 2: 5-11   APRIL 5, 2009

MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,

     HUMILITY.  I’M ALMOST AFRAID TO PREACH ABOUT IT.  WHO WANTS TO HEAR ABOUT HUMILITY?  I’M AFRAID THAT IN OUR CULTURE HUMILITY ISN’T SEEN AS SOMETHING THAT IS GOOD OR DESIRABLE.  HUMILITY IS SEEN AS A WEAKNESS AND IS ASSOCIATED WITH LOW SELF-ESTEEM.  AS A MATTER OF FACT, THE OPPOSITE OF HUMILITY IS TAUGHT IN OUR CULTURE.  WE ARE TAUGHT TO LOOK OUT FOR OUR RIGHTS, TO SEEK SELF-FULFILLMENT AND TO BE COMPETITIVE.  SO WHEN YOU GO TO A BOOK STORE YOU WILL USUALLY FIND A LARGE SECTION ENTITLED “SELF-HELP” BUT YOU WON’T FIND A SECTION ENTITLED “HOW TO HELP YOUR NEIGHBOR” MUCH LESS A SECTION ENTITLED “HUMILITY”.  SINCE THE ESSENCE OF ORIGINAL SIN IS TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT OURSELVES AND TO LIVE FOR OURSELVES THIS ALL MAKES PERFECT SENSE.  BUT WE ARE CHRISTIANS; FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST…..AND WE KNOW A DIFFERENT WAY.  THE BIBLE OFTEN SPEAKS ABOUT HUMILITY.   FOR EXAMPLE, HERE ARE THE TWO VERSES RIGHT BEFORE THE BEGINNING OF OUR TEXT:  “DO NOTHING FROM RIVALRY OR CONCEIT, BUT IN HUMILITY COUNT OTHERS MORE SIGNIFICANT THAN YOURSELVES.  LET EACH OF YOU LOOK NOT ONLY TO HIS OWN INTERESTS, BUT ALSO TO THE INTERESTS OF OTHERS” (2:3, 4, ESV).    AND THERE IS NO GREATER EXAMPLE, NONE, THAN JESUS CHRIST.  AND THAT’S WHY WHEN IT COMES TO HUMILITY PAUL SAYS WE ARE TO LEARN FROM “THE HUMILITY OF JESUS”.  SO WHAT DO WE LEARN?
I.  WELL, WE LEARN THAT JESUS WAS HUMBLE.  BUT WHAT WAS IT THAT MADE HIM HUMBLE?  IN WHAT WAY WAS HE HUMBLE?

     A.  WELL, HIS HUMILITY IS NOT TO BE FOUND SIMPLY IN HIS HORRIBLE SUFFERING DEATH, ALTHOUGH HIS SUFFERING AND DEATH WERE TRULY HUMILIATING.  HOW SO?  WELL, HE WAS NOT STRONG AND INDEPENDENT, BUT HE WAS WEAK AND ABUSED.  AND DEATH BY CRUCIFIXION WAS RESERVED FOR THE MOST DESPISED PEOPLE IN SOCIETY.  THIS IS ALL TRUE.  BUT THIS IS STILL NOT WHAT MADE JESUS SO HUMBLE.   WHAT MADE HIM HUMBLE WAS WHO HE WAS AND THE CHOICES THAT HE MADE.  REMEMBER?  JESUS IS GOD IN  HUMAN FORM.  BUT IN HIS SUFFERING AND DEATH HE CERTAINLY DIDN’T LOOK LIKE GOD IN HUMAN FORM, DID HE?  GOD IN HUMAN FORM RIDES INTO JERUSALEM, NOT ON WHITE STALLION, BUT ON A LOWLY DONKEY.  LATER, GOD IN HUMAN FORM WOULD BE BROUGHT TO TRIAL AND CONDEMNED ON THE BASIS ON LIES.  AND THEN AS GOD IN HUMAN FORM HE WOULD BE SPIT ON, SLAPPED, MADE FUN OF, AND BRUTALLY BEATEN 39 TIMES WITH A WHIP WITH METAL AND BONE CHIPS AT THE END OF IT.  AND FINALLY, AS GOD IN HUMAN FORM HE WOULD BE CRUCIFIED.  SO THE HUMILITY OF JESUS IS NOT SIMPLY WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM.  THE HUMILITY OF JESUS IS THAT HE LET THESE THINGS HAPPEN TO HIM.  AS GOD IN HUMAN FORM HE COULD HAVE STOPPED ANY OF HIS SUFFERING AND EVEN HIS DEATH IF HE WANTED TO.  AS GOD IN HUMAN FORM HE HAD A CHOICE.  AND HE CHOSE NOT TO STOP IT.  ,,,JUST AS PAUL SAYS:  “…CHRIST JESUS, WHO, THOUGH HE WAS IN THE FORM OF GOD…MADE HIMSELF NOTHING…AND…HE HUMBLED HIMSELF BY BECOMING OBEDIENT TO THE POINT OF DEATH, EVEN DEATH ON A CROSS” (2:7,8, ESV).  TO REALLY UNDERSTAND THE HUMILITY OF CHRIST PUT YOURSELF IN HIS PLACE.  YOU ARE GOD IN HUMAN FORM.  YOU HAVE ALL THE POWER AND GLORY OF GOD.  AND IT IS UP TO YOU HOW YOU WILL USE YOUR POWER AND GLORY.   HOW LONG WOULD IT TAKE FOR YOU TO BE TEMPTED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF YOUR POWER AND GLORY?  1)  WOULD YOU HAVE USED IT IN THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE WHEN THEY CAME TO ARREST YOU?  2)  WOULD YOU HAVE USED IT WHEN THE ROMAN SOLDIERS SPIT ON YOU AND SLAPPED YOU AND MADE FUN OF YOU?  3)  WOULD YOU HAVE USED YOUR POWER AND GLORY SOMETIME DURING THE 39 LASHES WHEN YOUR BACK HAD BEEN SHREDDED INTO A BLOOD MESS?  4)  WOULD YOU HAVE USED YOUR POWER AND GLORY WHEN THE HAMMER WAS DRIVING NAILS INTO YOUR HANDS AND FEET?  5)   AND AS YOU ARE HANGING ON THE CROSS YOU HEAR PEOPLE SAYING SUCH THINGS AS THIS:  “AHA! …SAVE YOURSELF, AND COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS….HE SAVED OTHERS; HE CANNOT SAVE HIMSELF…COME DOWN NOW FROM THE CROSS THAT WE MAY SEE AND BELIEVE” (MARK 15: 29-32, ESV).  WOULD YOU NOW USE YOUR POWER AND GLORY AS GOD?  JESUS DIDN’T.  AND THIS IS HUMILITY.  HE DID NOT HAVE TO SUFFER AND DIE.  HE DID NOT DESERVE IT…HE WAS SINLESS.  HE COULD HAVE STOPPED IT….HE WAS GOD IN HUMAN FORM….BUT HE DIDN’T.  AND SO WE HAVE A SAVIOR.  FOR IN HIS SUFFERING AND DEATH OUR SINS, THE SINS OF THE WHOLE WORLD, WERE PUNISHED AND PAID FOR.  OUR DEBT TO GOD HAS BEEN CANCELED.  AND SO JUST AS THAT TERRIBLE SINNER BARABBAS WAS SET FREE BECAUSE JESUS TOOK HIS PLACE….WE TOO ARE FREE……FREE OF GUILT…WE ARE FORGIVEN…FREE OF ETERNAL DAMNATION…WE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE…AND FREE OF THE POWER OF SIN….WE FOR IN CHRIST WE WANT TO LIVE FOR GOD.  IT IS ONLY BECAUSE OF JESUS’ HUMILIATION, HIS REFUSAL TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF HIS POWER AND GLORY AS GOD…THAT WE HAVE A SAVIOR FROM SIN AND DEATH.
     B.  BUT PAUL ALSO REMINDS US THAT JESUS IS ALSO AN EXAMPLE FOR US TO FOLLOW.  PAUL SAYS:  “HAVE THIS MIND AMONG YOURSELVES, WHICH IS YOURS IN CHRIST JESUS” (2:5, ESV).  EASIER SAID THAN DONE.  AS I SAID, HUMILITY DOES NOT COME NATURALLY TO US, NOR IS HUMILITY HIGHLY REGARDED IN OUR SOCIETY.  BUT JESUS HUMBLED HIMSELF NOT ONLY TO BE OUR SAVIOR…BUT HE HUMBLED HIMSELF TO SERVE US THAT WE TOO MIGHT HUMBLE OURSELVES TO SERVE OTHERS IN LOVE AND EVEN MAKE SACRIFICES FOR THEM.  THIS IS NOT EASY.  IT TAKES LOTS OF PRACTICE AND THERE IS NO BETTER PLACE TO BEGIN THAN IN OUR HOMES AND WITH OUR FAMILY.  HUSBANDS AND WIVES CANNOT BE HAPPY IF BOTH ARE NOT SERVING EACH OTHER IN HUMBLE LOVE AND SERVICE THAT INCLUDES MAKING SACRIFICES.  MARRIAGES ARE NOT HAPPY BECAUSE ONE OR BOTH OF THE SPOUSES IS NOT HUMBLY SERVING THE OTHER PERSON.  PARENTS LEARN HUMBLE SERVICE IN THE MANY SACRIFICES THAT THEY MAKE FOR THEIR CHILDREN, WHO DO NOT ALWAYS APPRECIATE WHAT THEIR PARENTS DO FOR THEM.  BUT CHILDREN CAN LEARN ABOUT HUMBLE SERVICE BY WATCHING THEIR PARENTS AND LEARNING TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE WELL-BEING OF THE FAMILY.  MANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR HUMBLE SERVICE ARE ALSO GIVEN HERE IN OUR CONGREGATION.   AND IF WE WILL BUT OPEN OUR EYES AND LISTEN WITH OUR EARS WE WILL HAVE OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO HUMBLY SERVE OTHERS AT WORK OR SCHOOL OR IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD.  BUT IT’S NOT EASY.  SOMETIMES WE HAVE RESENTMENTS.  AT OTHER TIMES WE ARE LAZY OR CONCERNED MORE ABOUT OURSELVES.  THAT’S WHY OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS IS SO IMPORTANT.  FOR ONLY AS WE TRUST IN HIS HUMBLE SERVICE TO US CAN WE FIND BOTH THE WILL AND THE ABILITY TO ALSO HUMBLE OURSELVES IN SERVICE TO OTHERS.  IF JESUS’ HUMBLE SERVICE TO US DOES NOT MOVE US TO DO THE SAME….NOTHING ELSE WILL.

II.  WHAT ELSE DO WE LEARN FROM THE HUMILITY OF JESUS?  GOD EXALTS THOSE WHO HUMBLE THEMSELVES.

     A.  HE CERTAINLY DID THAT TO JESUS AS PAUL SAYS:  “THEREFORE, GOD HAS HIGHLY EXALTED HIM AND BESTOWED ON HIM THE NAME THAT IS ABOVE EVERY NAME, SO THAT AT THE NAME OF JESUS EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH AND UNDER THE EARTH, AND EVERY TONGUE CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS LORD, TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER” (2:9.10, ESV)..  THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT WE CONFESS IN THE CREED:  “…AND THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES AND ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN AND SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER….”    THE MAN JESUS CHRIST NOW ALWAYS AND FULLY USES HIS POWER AND GLORY AS GOD.  WHATEVER YOU CAN SAY ABOUT GOD YOU CAN SAY ABOUT THE MAN JESUS CHRIST.  AND SO THE SAME MAN WHO SO HUMBLED HIMSELF FOR OUR SAKES NOW RULES OVER ALL THINGS.  HE WATCHES OVER YOU AND YOUR LIFE.  THIS IS HIS EXALTATION.  AND EVEN BEFORE JESUS DIED ON THE CROSS HE KNEW THAT HE WOULD BE EXALTED IN HIS RESURRECTION AS THE AUTHOR OF HEBREWS SAYS:  “…JESUS…WHO FOR THE JOY SET BEFORE HIM ENDURED THE CROSS, DESPISING THE SAME, AND IS SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE THRONE OF GOD” (12: 2, ESV).   JESUS WAS ABLE TO HUMBLE HIMSELF, REFRAIN FROM USING HIS POWER AND GLORY AS GOD BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT THE FATHER WOULD EXALT HIM WITH HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, HIS ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN AND SEAT HIM AT HIS RIGHT HAND.
     B.  AND SO IT IS WITH US. WE CAN HUMBLE OURSELVES IN SERVICE TO OTHERS FOR TWO REASONS:  FIRST, OUR LORD JESUS IS WATCHING OVER US.  HE SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY.  HE WILL BE WITH US AND PROTECT US AND HELP US….SO WE ARE FREE OF BEING SELF-CENTERED AND SELFISH AND WE CAN FOLLOW OUR LORD JESUS IS HUMBLE SERVICE TO OTHERS.  AND SECOND, WHEN JESUS RETURNS HE WILL ALSO RAISE US FROM THE DEAD TO SHARE IN HIS GLORY AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE ROMANS:  “FOR I CONSIDER THAT THE SUFFERINGS OF THIS PRESENT TIME ARE NOT WORTH COMPARING WITH THE GLORY THAT IS TO BE REVEALED TO US” (8:18, ESV).    WHATEVER WE MIGHT SUFFER IN HUMBLY SERVING OTHERS CANNOT COMPARE TO THE WONDERFUL GLORY THAT WE WILL HAVE AT HIS RETURN AND WHEN WE ARE RAISED FROM THE DEAD. 
CONCLUSION:  IN JESUS CHRIST GOD HUMBLED HIMSELF FOR US.  IN JESUS CHRIST GOD DIED FOR US.  HE DID THIS TO SAVE US FROM GOD’S WRATH AND ETERNAL DAMNATION HELL.  WE DID NOT DESERVE IT…BUT HE DID IT ANYWAY.   HE PUT OUR NEEDS AHEAD OF HIS NEEDS.  AND IT IS THIS LOVE, THIS GRACE, THE MOVES US TO ALSO HUMBLY SERVE OTHERS.  THIS IS WHAT WE LEARN FROM “THE HUMILITY OF JESUS”.  AND WE DON’T HAVE TO LOOK VERY FAR TO FIND PEOPLE PRACTICE ON:  HUSBANDS AND WIVES, PARENTS AND CHILDREN.  AT WORK.  AT SCHOOL.  AT CHURCH.   WHEREVER HUMBLE SERVICE IS CALLED FOR.  AMEN.
