THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   LUKE 8:26-39          JUNE 19, 2016
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     DO YOU BELIEVE IN A REAL SATAN?  DO YOU BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE DEMONS IN THIS WORLD?   I’M SURE YOU DO… BUT IF YOU DON’T.. YOU SHOULD.   OF COURSE, SUCH THINGS MIGHT SEEM STRANGE.  IN OUR SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL WORLD AND MANY PEOPLE DON’T BELIEVE IN SATAN OR DEMONS.  I BELIEVE IN THEM NOT ONLY BECAUSE THE BIBLE TALKS A LOT ABOUT THEM, BUT ESPECIALLY BECAUSE JESUS CHRIST DOES….TO DENY SATAN AND DEMONS WOULD MEAN DENYING JESUS CHRIST… AND I CAN'T DO THAT…NOR SHOULD YOU.   IN THE CHURCH WE OFTEN TALK ABOUT SIN AND DEATH, AND RIGHTLY SO.  BUT SIN AND DEATH CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM SATAN AND HIS DEMONS….THEY GO TOGETHER AS MARTIN LUTHER SAYS IN HIS SMALL CATECHISM ABOUT JESUS:  “WHO HAS REDEEMED ME A LOST A CONDEMNED PERSON, PURCHASED AND WON ME FROM ALL SIN, FROM DEATH….AND FROM THE POWER OF THE DEVIL.”   THE POWER OF THE DEVIL.  WHICH BRINGS US TO OUR GOSPEL LESSON WHERE WE SEE “JESUS’ POWER OVER DEMONS.”
I.  IN JESUS CHRIST THE KINGDOM OF GOD HAS ENTERED OUR WORLD TO ATTACK AND DESTROY THE KINGDOM OF SATAN …AS JESUS SAID AT THE BEGINNING OF HIS MINISTRY, “REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS AT HAND.”  
     A.  IN THE BEGINNING, GOD HAD CREATED A PERFECT WORLD WHICH INCLUDED HIS “GOOD ANGELS.”  BUT SOME OF THOSE ANGELS, LED BY THEIR LEADER, SATAN, REBELLED AGAINST GOD AND BECAME "EVIL ANGELS" WHICH THE BIBLE CALLS DEMONS.  IT WAS THEIR LEADER, SATAN, WHO SHOWED UP IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN IN THE FORM OF A SNAKE TO TEMPT ADAM AND EVE TO ALSO REBEL AGAINST GOD….  AND SO SIN AND DEATH CAME INTO THE WORLD.  SATAN HAD INVADED GOD’S WORLD AND TRASHED IT.  AND NOW IN THIS WORLD THERE IS AN UNDERLYING AND UNSEEN EVIL THAT INFLUENCES AND CONTROLS HUMAN BEINGS.   SATAN AND HIS DEMONS ARE THE SOURCE OF THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS AND SUPERSTITIONS.  THEY ARE THE ONES WHO LEAD PEOPLE TO PERSECUTE AND KILL CHRISTIANS.  SATAN AND THE DEMONS ARE THE ONES BEHIND ALL THE FALSE DOCTRINES THAT TROUBLE AND DIVIDE THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.   AND WITH DECEPTION AND LIES… THEY KEEP PEOPLE FROM BELIEVING IN JESUS CHRIST AND TRY TO DESTROY THE FAITH OF THOSE WHO DO BELIEVE.   THUS THE BIBLE CALLS THE DEVIL OUR “ENEMY”.  EVERY HUMAN BEING IS BORN INTO THIS WORLD, NOT AS A CHILD OF GOD… BUT AS A CHILD OF SATAN AND IS UNDER HIS CONTROL AS THE APOSTLE JOHN SAYS IN HIS FIRST LETTER:  ”…THE WHOLE WORLD LIES IN THE POWER OF THE EVIL ONE” (5: 19, ESV)   AND SO EVERY HUMAN BEING, YOU AND ME INCLUDED, WERE BORN INTO THIS WORLD IN THE KINGDOM OF SATAN AND ENSLAVED TO HIM, TO SIN AND TO DEATH…AND AS RESULT WE WERE BORN UNDER GOD’S WRATH AND DAMNATION JUST AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS, "…WE ALL ONCE…WERE BY NATURE CHILDREN OF WRATH, LIKE THE REST OF MANKIND" (2:3, ESV). THE DEMON POSSESSED MAN IN OUR TEXT SYMBOLIZES ALL OF THIS.    
     B.   BUT ON THAT FIRST CHRISTMAS GOD IN HIS LOVE AND MERCY SENT HIS SON INTO OUR WORLD TO ATTACK AND DESTROY THE KINGDOM OF SATAN… AND TO SAVE US AND ALL MANKIND.  WITH HIS SINLESS LIFE, INNOCENT SUFFERING AND DEATH…..AND HIS RESURRECTION ON THE THIRD DAY…JESUS TRASHED THE KINGDOM OF SATAN, DEFEATING HIM AND GIVING US VICTORY OVER SIN, DEATH, AND SATAN AND HIS DEMONS.   YOU CAN HEAR THE FEAR IN THE EVIL SPIRIT’S VOICE:  “WHAT HAVE YOU TO DO WITH ME, JESUS, SON OF THE MOST HIGH GOD” (V. 28, ESV). THEY WERE FILLED WITH TERROR BECAUSE THEY KNEW THAT JESUS WAS STRONGER THAN THEY WERE.  THEY ARE RIGHTLY AFRAID OF JESUS:   “I BEG YOU DO NOT TORMENT ME” (V. 28, ESV).  THEY KNOW THAT ON THE JUDGMENT DAY JESUS CHRIST WILL CAST THEM INTO THE FIRES OF HELL AS JESUS SAYS IN MATTHEW'S GOSPEL:  “ DEPART FROM ME, YOU CURSED, INTO THE ETERNAL FIRE PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS" (V. 41, ESV).  AND FEARING THAT THAT DAY HAD COME ….THE DEMON BEGGED JESUS NOT TO SEND THEM “INTO THE ABYSS” (V. 31, ESV).   BUT THAT DAY HAD NOT COME … INSTEAD, JESUS TOLD THEM TO LEAVE THE MAN AND ENTER THE PIGS.   AND THEY HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO DO WHAT HE SAID.  
     C.  NOW IN OUR GOSPEL JESUS ONLY DELIVERED ONE MAN FROM DEMON POSSESSION.  BUT BY DYING FOR OUR SINS ON THE CROSS HE DELIVERED ALL OF HUMANITY, YOU AND ME, FROM SATAN AND HIS DEMONS.  + BECAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST WE NEVER HAVE TO BE AFRAID OF BEING POSSESSED BY A DEMON—FOR OUR BODIES ARE THE TEMPLES OF GOD.  + BECAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST WE CAN RESIST THE DEVIL AND HIS TEMPTATIONS—FOR IN BAPTISM WE HAVE BEEN UNITED TO JESUS CHRIST IN HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION ….WE HAVE BEEN CHANGED...BORN AGAIN.  + BECAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST THE DEVIL CANNOT SCARE US WITH DEATH OR DAMNATION—FOR ALL OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN AND WE WILL BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD TO ETERNAL LIFE. +  BECAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST THE DEVIL CANNOT DECEIVE US WITH HIS LIES BECAUSE WE KNOW THE TRUTH.  PAUL SAYS IT ALL WHEN HE WRITES IN COLOSSIANS:  “FOR HE HAS RESCUED US FROM THE DOMINION OF DARKNESS AND BROUGHT US INTO THE KINGDOM OF THE SON HE LOVES, IN WHOM WE HAVE REDEMPTION, THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS” (COL. 1:13).  YOU AND I HAVE BEEN RESCUED FROM THE KINGDOM OF SATAN AND BROUGHT INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD… SATAN HAS NO POWER OVER US.  
II.    BUT OUR TEXT REMINDS US THAT AS ALWAYS…. THERE ARE TWO RESPONSES TO JESUS.
     A.  REGARDLESS OF THE EVIDENCE… SOME PEOPLE JUST WON’T BELIEVE.  WE SEE THIS IN OUR TEXT WHERE THERE WERE EYEWITNESSES TO WHAT JESUS HAD DONE—THE HERDSMEN WHO TENDED THE PIGS.  AND THEY WENT AND TOLD THE CITY AND THE WHOLE COUNTRY-SIDE WHAT THEY HAD SEEN.  INDEED, THEY CREATED SUCH A STIR THAT MANY PEOPLE WENT OUT TO THE SPOT WHERE IT HAPPENED TO SEE FOR THEMSELVES.  AND THERE WAS JESUS-- AND THE MAN 
SITTING AT HIS FEET.  THEY SAW WITH THEIR OWN EYES HOW HE HAD BEEN CHANGED.  HE WAS NO LONGER NAKED… BUT CLOTHED… NO LONGER OUT OF HIS MIND AND VIOLENT… BUT IN HIS 
RIGHT MIND AND CALM…. HE WAS NORMAL.  CLEARLY, SOMETHING PROFOUND AND WONDERFUL HAD HAPPENED TO THIS MAN.   AND NOW COMES THE STRANGE RESPONSE:  “THEN ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE SURROUNDING COUNTRY…ASKED HIM TO DEPART FROM THEM, FOR THEY WERE SEIZED WITH FEAR” (V. 37, ESV).   WHAT?!  WHY DID THEY SAY THAT?!  COULDN’T THEY SEE THAT JESUS HAD DONE SOMETHING GOOD, SOMETHING KIND, SOMETHING MERCIFUL, …SOMETHING WONDERFUL?  WHY DID THEY ASK HIM TO LEAVE?  DID THEY CARE MORE ABOUT THE PIGS THAT WERE DESTROYED THAN THEY DID FOR THE WELL-BEING OF THIS MAN?  WE ARE NOT TOLD.  BUT ALL THROUGH THE GOSPELS WE HEAR OF MANY PEOPLE WHO DID NOT BELIEVE IN JESUS… EVEN THOUGH …THEY ALSO SAW HIS MIRACLES AND WONDERFUL ACTS OF KINDNESS.   PERHAPS WE GET A CLUE TO WHY WHEN JUST FOURTEEN VERSES BEFORE OUR TEXT JESUS SAYS IN THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER OF THE SEED “[THESE] ARE THE ONES WHO HEAR, AND THEN THE DEVIL COMES AND TAKES AWAY THE WORDS FROM THEIR HEARTS SO THAT THEY MAY NOT BELIEVE AND BE SAVED” (LUKE 8: 12, ESV).   AGAIN…SATAN AT WORK….PREVENTING PEOPLE FROM BELIEVING IN JESUS, PREFERRING THE KINGDOM OF SATAN…THEY LIKE THE DARKNESS MORE THAN THE LIGHT.
     B.  AH…BUT THAT WASN’T THE RESPONSE OF THE MAN WHO HAD THE DEMONS LEAVE HIM!  HE BELIEVED… AND HE WAS THANKFUL FOR WHAT JESUS HAD DONE FOR HIM.  AS A MATTER OF FACT, HE WAS SO GRATEFUL THAT HE BEGGED TO GO WITH JESUS.  BUT HERE’S ANOTHER LITTLE SURPRISE--  JESUS SAID “NO”.   INSTEAD HE TOLD HIM TO RETURN TO HIS HOME AND TELL EVERYONE WHAT GOD HAD DONE FOR HIM.  AND THAT’S EXACTLY WHAT HE DID:  HE WENT HOME AND TOLD EVERYONE WHAT JESUS HAD DONE FOR HIM.  AND SO IT IS WITH US.  WE TOO ARE THANKFUL FOR WHAT JESUS HAS DONE FOR US.   EVERY SUNDAY THROUGH GOD'S WORD AND HIS SACRAMENTS OF BAPTISM AND THE ALTAR WE RECEIVE THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS AND VICTORY OVER DEATH AND SATAN AND HIS DEMONS.   EVERY SUNDAY WE COME HERE TO THIS PLACE TO BE WITH JESUS IS A SPECIAL WAY.   AND AFTER THE DIVINE SERVICE, JUST LIKE WITH THE MAN IN OUR TEXT, JESUS WANTS US TO RETURN TO OUR HOMES, OUR WORK, OUR SCHOOLS—OUR COMMUNITIES…. AND TELL EVERYONE WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR US….AND FOR ALL PEOPLE..   
CONCLUSION:   JESUS WAS ATTACKING THE KINGDOM OF SATAN WHEN HE DROVE THE DEMONS OUT OF THAT MAN.  BUT WHEN HE DIED FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD… JESUS DESTROYED THE KINGDOM OF SATAN.  WHEN ON THE THIRD DAY JESUS WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD… GOD’S HAND WAS RAISED IN VICTORY OVER SATAN AND HIS KINGDOM.  AND THROUGH FAITH IN HIM WE SHARE IN HIS VICTORY…VICTORY OVER SIN, VICTORY OVER DEATH AND VICTORY OVER THE DEVIL AND HIS DEMONS.  AND NOW …WHEREVER THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST IS PREACHED AND TAUGHT ….THE KINGDOM OF SATAN IS TRASHED….  AND ONE DAY JESUS WILL RETURN AND CAST SATAN AND ALL DEMONS INTO THE ABYSS… YES, THE ABYSS… THAT THEY RIGHTLY FEAR SO MUCH.  AMEN.      
