SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                 GALATIANS 6: 1-5 [6-10. 14-18]                   JULY 3, 2016
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     ONE OF THE MOST DIFFICULT ASPECTS OF BELONGING TO A CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION IS DEALING WITH SIN… BOTH OUR OWN… AND THE SIN OF OTHERS.   EACH ONE OF US HAS TO DEAL WITH OUR OWN SIN, RESISTING TEMPTATION AND WHEN WE DO SIN…REPENTING, CONFESSING AND BELIEVING IN GOD’S FORGIVENESS.  AND THAT'S DIFFICULT ENOUGH!  BUT… WE ALSO HAVE THIS RESPONSIBILITY WITH THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION.   OF COURSE, DEALING WITH SIN IS NOT VERY PLEASANT… BUT WE HAVE THIS RESPONSIBILITY BECAUSE WE ARE ALL ANSWERABLE TO GOD… AND BEING MEMBERS OF GOD’S FAMILY… WE ARE ALL ANSWERABLE TO ONE ANOTHER AS WELL.   GOD IS OUR FATHER, JESUS IS OUR BROTHER AND WE ARE ALL BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST… NOW AND FOREVER.   SO EVEN AS THE MEMBERS OF A LOVING FAMILY CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER… WE CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER IN OUR FAMILY HERE AT MESSIAH.  AND THIS MEANS THAT WE CANNOT BE INDIFFERENT TO SIN… WHETHER IT IS OUR OWN… OR SOMEONE ELSE’S.  TRUE LOVE NEVER IGNORES SIN…THIS IS WHAT PAUL IS TALKING ABOUT IN OUR LESSON FOR THIS MORNING WHERE HE TELLS US IN VERSE ONE TO:  “RESTORE THOSE CAUGHT IN SIN”.
I.    THERE IS A FAIRLY WELL KNOWN SAYING THAT OFTEN MAKES IT ON BUMPER STICKERS OR ON SWEATSHIRTS:  “CHRISTIANS AREN’T PERFECT; JUST FORGIVEN.”  UNFORTUNATELY, THIS IS TRUE.   I SAY “UNFORTUNATELY” BECAUSE AS CHRISTIANS WE WANT TO LIVE A PERFECT, HOLY LIFE FOR JESUS CHRIST………….BUT, SADLY, WE DON’T.
    A.  AND THE REASON THAT WE DON’T LIVE A PERFECT, HOLY LIFE IS BECAUSE… EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE BEEN BORN AGAIN BY THE HOLY SPIRIT… WE STILL HAVE, AS PAUL SAYS IN VERSE 8....  OUR "FLESH"…. THAT IS….“OUR SINFUL NATURE.”   THIS MEANS THAT WE ARE A “SAINT AND A SINNER” AT THE VERY SAME TIME.   ACCORDING TO GOD’S LAW, WE ARE SINNERS… BECAUSE WE DO NOT KEEP IT AS WE SHOULD…PERFECTLY.  BUT ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL WE ARE SAINTS BECAUSE THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS, WHO WAS PUNISHED FOR OUR SINS ON THE CROSS, OUR SINS HAVE ALL BEEN WASHED AWAY IN THE WATERS OF OUR BAPTISM..   AH….BUT OUR BAPTISM DID NOT REMOVE OR CHANGE OUR "FLESH" OUR "SINFUL NATURE".   BUT IN BAPTISM WE WERE BORN AGAIN BY THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WE WERE  UNTIED TO JESUS CHRIST IN HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION….AND THIS MEANS THAT WE DO HAVE THE POWER, THE ABILITY TO RESIST TEMPTATIONS TO SIN AS PAUL SAYS IN VERSE 8, "…THE ONE WHO SOWS TO THE SPIRIT WILL FROM THE SPIRIT REAP ETERNAL LIFE' ..  BUT AS YOU ARE AWARE…THIS IS NOT EASY.  IT IS A CONSTANT STRUGGLE TO KEEP OUR SINFUL FLESH IN CHECK…AND THAT'S WHY PAUL SAYS:  “KEEP WATCH ON YOURSELF, LEST YOU TOO BE TEMPTED” (V. 1, ESV).  ONLY ON THE DAY OF THE RESURRECTION WILL WE FINALLY BE COMPLETELY FREE OF OUR SINFUL FLESH AND ITS EFFECTS. 
       B.  AND HERE'S THE PROBLEM:  THERE MIGHT BE TIMES THAT WE GIVE IN TO OUR SINFUL
FLESH AND…WE SIN.   AND WHEN THIS HAPPENS IT IS ALWAYS SERIOUS.  EVEN THOUGH OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN WE MUST NEVER TAKE SIN LIGHTLY AS PAUL REMINDS US THIS MORNING:  “GOD IS NOT MOCKED, FOR WHATEVER ONE SOWS, THAT WILL HE ALSO REAP.  FOR THE ONE WHO SOWS TO HIS OWN FLESH WILL FROM THE FLESH REAP CORRUPTION…(VV. 7, 8, ESV)    IT IS OF COURSE TRUE THAT THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST GOD FORGIVES ALL OF OUR SINS.  BUT HE FORGIVES US…  NOT SO THAT WE CAN ENJOY OUR SINS..….BUT HE FORGIVES US SO THAT WE MIGHT STOP DOING THEM..  THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST WE ARE THE FORGIVEN CHILDREN OF GOD…..BUT WE CANNOT USE THIS FREEDOM AS AN EXCUSE TO DEFEND OR ACCEPT ANY SIN IN OUR LIVES.  HOW CAN WE EXCUSE, DEFEND OR ACCEPT ANYTHING THAT JESUS HAD TO DIE FOR?  ANY SIN IN OUR LIVES IS ALWAYS A THREAT TO OUR FAITH AND OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD WHICH MAKES HIM SAD… AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS:  “AND DO NOT GRIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD…(4: 30, ESV). 
     C.    THIS MEANS THAT WHENEVER WE DO SIN… OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD NEEDS TO BE “RESTORED” AS WE SANG IN OUR SERMON HYMN:  "ASSIST MY SOUL, TOO APT TO STRAY, A STICKER WATCH TO KEEP; AND SHOULD I E'ER FORGET THY WAY, RESTORE THY WEAND'RING SHEEP.".  THE GREEK WORD THAT PAUL USES FOR “RESTORE” WAS COMMONLY USED FOR MENDING BROKEN FISHING NETS.   TO RESTORE SOMETHING… MEANS TO PUT IT BACK IN ITS ORIGINAL CONDITION….AND THAT’S WHAT REPENTANCE DOES.  OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD IS LIKE ANY RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS PROBLEMS… WHETHER IT A HUSBAND AND A WIFE, PARENTS AND CHILDREN OR JUST GOOD FRIENDS.  IF THE RELATIONSHIP HAS BEEN INJURED IN SOMEWAY, HURT IN SOME WAY… THE RELATIONSHIP NEEDS TO BE “RESTORED”; AND THIS HAPPENS WHEN THERE IS AN APOLOGY ..AND THEN THE GIVING AND RECEIVING OF FORGIVENESS.  IF THIS DOES NOT HAPPEN, THEN THERE IS THE DANGER THAT THE RELATIONSHIP WILL BE COMPLETELY LOST.   AND SO IT IS WITH GOD.   AFTER WE SIN AGAINST GOD OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM IS RESTORED….IT IS MENDED… WHEN WE REPENT OF IT, CONFESS IT TO HIM AND ALSO BELIEVE THAT OUR SIN IS FORGIVEN.  AND THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT IT IS FORGIVEN BECAUSE JESUS DIED ON THE CROSS FOR IT.  
II.  BUT PAUL REMINDS US THAT THIS RESPONSIBILITY FOR OURSELVES ALSO EXTENDS TO OTHERS….OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST.  WHEN THEY FALL INTO SIN THAT BECOMES KNOWN TO OTHERS……. WE HAVE THE SAME RESPONSIBILITY TO RESTORE THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.  BUT AS WE DO THIS WE MUST BE CAREFUL NOT TO FALL INTO OPPOSITE TWO DANGERS.
     A.  ON THE ONE HAND, WE MIGHT BE TEMPTED TO IGNORE THE SIN WE SEE IN THE LIFE OF ANOTHER CHRISTIAN. WHY?  WELL, MOST OF US DON’T LIKE CONFLICT.  IT IS MUCH EASIER NOT TO GET INVOLVED.  AND BESIDES MANY MIGHT THINK THAT THIS IS THE JOB OF THE PASTOR AND 
THE ELDERS WHICH IS TRUE…BUT...IT'S NOT ONLY THEIR RESPONSIBILITY.  IN OUR TEXT…PAUL IS 
SPEAKING TO EVERYONE IN THE CONGREGATION.  THIS MEANS THAT YOU ALSO HAVE THIS RESPONSIBILITY.      BUT THERE IS ANOTHER REASON WE MIGHT NOT WANT TO GET INVOLVED.   WE MIGHT FEEL LIKE HYPOCRITES POINTING OUT THE SIN OF SOMEONE ELSE WHEN WE ARE VERY MUCH AWARE OF OUR OWN SINS.   NOW THIS IS NOT A BAD ATTITUDE TO HAVE, AS A MATTER OF FACT IT’S A GOOD ATTITUDE TO HAVE.. AS I WILL SAY LATER.  BUT IT STILL DOES NOT EXCUSE US FROM POINTING OUT THE SIN OF OTHERS.   WHY?  BECAUSE IT’S NOT VERY LOVING TO LET SOMEONE STAY IN A SIN THAT INJURES THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.  THINK ABOUT PARENTS RAISING AND DISCIPLINING CHILDREN….IT’S OFTEN HARD TO RAISE AND DISCIPLINE CHILDREN..…BUT IT HAS TO BE DONE.  OR EVEN THINK ABOUT SOMETHING AS SMALL AS TELLING A FRIEND THAT THEY HAVE BAD BREATH, OR THEIR ZIPPER IS DOWN, OR THEY HAVE LETTUCE STUCK BETWEEN THEIR FRONT TEETH.  YES… IT’S AWKWARD TO SAY SOMETHING…BUT OUT OF LOVE FOR THE PERSON IT HAS TO BE SAID….  AND SO IT IS WITH A BROTHER OR SISTER IN CHRIST WHO HAS AN OBVIOUS SIN…. NO IT’S NOT ALWAYS EASY… THAT'S WHY PAUL SAYS:  “BEAR ONE ANOTHER’S BURDENS”.  IT IS A BURDEN BECAUSE IT'S NOT EASY…BUT WE MUST SAY SOMETHING OUT OF LOVE FOR THEM AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD…AND IN THIS PAUL SAYS, "LET US NOT BECOME WEARY OF DOING GOOD…" (V. 9, ESV).      
     B.  EARLIER I SAID THAT IT WAS A GOOD TO BE RELUCTANT TO POINT OUT SOMEONE ELSE’S SIN…BECAUSE WE HAVE OUR OWN SIN.   PAUL SAYS THAT THIS IS A GOOD ATTITUDE TO HAVE BECAUSE BY REMEMBERING OUR OWN SINS WE WILL APPROACH THE OTHER PERSON AS HE SAYS… “…IN A SPIRIT OF GENTLENESS” (V. 1, ESV).   "A SPIRIT OF GENTLENESS" BECAUSE THE GOAL OF POINTING OUT SOMEONE ELSE’S SIN IS NOT TO BE HARSH, JUDGMENTAL, OR SELF-RIGHTEOUS…, THE GOAL IS FORGIVENESS AND RESTORATION.   AND SO WE ARE TO REMEMBER, AS I SAID A FEW MINUTES AGO….THAT WE ARE NOT PERFECT AND THAT WE ALSO CAN FALL INTO SIN…AS PAUL REMINDS US IN VERSE ONE, “KEEP WATCH ON YOURSELF, LEST YOU TOO BE TEMPTED” (ESV).   WE WILL ALWAYS HAVE THE RIGHT ATTITUDE AS WE REMEMBER NOT TO COMPARE OURSELVES TO OTHER SINNERS AND FEEL SUPERIOR TO THEM…..BUT TO COMPARE OURSELVES ONLY TO GOD.  AND BESIDES…IF WE FELL INTO SOME PUBLIC SIN… WOULD WE LIKE A BROTHER OR SISTER IN CHRIST TO APPROACH US HARSHLY AND IN SELF-RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT?  OR GENTLY AND IN LOVE?  WELL, OF COURSE....GENTLY AND IN LOVE….THIS IS WHAT PAUL IS GETTING AT WHEN HE SAYS IN VERSES THREE TO FIVE,  “FOR IF ANYONE THINKS HE IS SOMETHING, WHEN HE IS NOTHING, HE DECEIVES HIMSELF.  BUT LET EACH ONE TEST HIS OWN WORK, AND THEN HIS REASON TO BOAST WILL BE IN HIMSELF ALONE AND NOT IN HIS NEIGHBOR.  FOR EACH WILL HAVE TO BEAR HIS OWN LOAD.”  
CONCLUSION:  DEALING WITH OPEN AND KNOWN SINS IN A CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION CAN 
INDEED BE PAINFUL.  BUT IT MUST BE DONE.  NOT TO BE HARSH AND JUDGMENAL....BUT BECAUSE 
WITHOUT REPENTANCE SIN CAN DESTROY A PERSON’S RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD AS PAUL HAS REMINDED US IN VERSES SEVEN AND EIGHT,  “GOD IS NOT MOCKED….THE ONE WHO SOWS TO THE FLESH WILL FROM THE FLESH REAP CORRUPTION.” ( ESV).   INDIFFERENCE TO SIN IS ALWAYS DANGEROUS.  SO THEN, IF WE SEE A BROTHER OR A SISTER IN A SIN….WE HAVE A CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY TO SPEAK TO THEM…BUT TO DO SO IN LOVE…. WITH A HUMBLE AND GENTLE SPIRIT.  FOR WE TOO ARE SINNERS, WE TOO ARE CAPABLE OF FALLING INTO SIN.   AND AS WE DO THIS, AS WE “BEAR ONE ANOTHER’S BURDENS”.   SINNERS WILL BE RESTORED IN THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD THROUGH THE FORGIVENESS OF THEIR SINS…. GOD’S NAME WILL BE HONORED IN OUR MIDST….AND A SPIRIT OF ONENESS, LOVE AND FORGIVENESS WILL BE MANIFESTED IN OUR CONGREGATION.  AMEN.
