EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST           EPH. 2: 11-22             JULY 19, 2015
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     THERE IS MUCH IGNORANCE AND CONFUSION ABOUT THE CHURCH.   WHEN WE SAY THAT WE HAVE A MEETING "AT CHURCH" ON TUESDAY, WE ARE REFERRING TO A BUILDING.  BUT ON SUNDAY MORNING WHEN WE SAY "LET'S GO TO CHURCH" WERE NOT REFERRING TO THE BUILDING BUT WHAT HAPPENS THERE….THE DIVINE SERVICE, THE LITURGY, WORSHIP.  THAT'S WHY PEOPLE WANT TO KNOW WHAT TIME "CHURCH" STARTS.  AND OF COURSE, "CHURCH" CAN REFER TO A DENOMINATION LIKE THE "LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNOD".  ALL OF THESE USES CAN CONFUSE THE REAL MEANING OF THE WORD "CHURCH" WHICH IS PEOPLE, BUT NOT ALL PEOPLE….ONLY PEOPLE WHO TRUST IN JESUS CHRIST AS THEIR SAVIOR FROM SIN AND DEATH.  YOU, ALONG WITH MANY OTHERS… ARE THE CHURCH.   IN THE NICENE CREED WE CONFESS THAT WE BELIEVE IN "ONE, HOLY, CHRISTIAN AND APOSTOLIC CHURCH.  BUT DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOU ARE SAYING? …..LET'S LISTEN TO THE APOSTLE PAUL AND MAKE SURE.
I.  DESPITE ALL OF THE DIFFERENT CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS THERE IS ONLY ONE CHURCH.
     A.  THE WORD "ONE" OCCURS FOUR TIMES IN OUR TEXT:  V. 14, "FOR HE HIMSELF IS OUR PEACE, WHO HAS MADE US BOTH ONE…., V. 15, "THAT HE MIGHT CREATE IN HIMSELF ONE NEW MAN…., V. 16, "AND MIGHT RECONCILE US BOTH TO GOD IN ONE BODY…, V. 18, "FOR THROUGH HIM WE BOTH HAVE ACCESS IN ONE SPIRIT TO THE FATHER".  THE CHURCH IS ONE BECAUSE THERE IS ONLY ONE JESUS CHRIST.  SO WHEN WE BELIEVE IN JESUS AS OUR SAVIOR WE BECOME ONE WITH ALL OTHER PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE IN JESUS.   AND BECAUSE WE HAVE THE SAME SAVIOR WE HAVE THE SAME GOD AND FATHER WHO SENT JESUS.  AND NONE OF THIS WOULD BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE SAME HOLY SPIRIT WHO BRINGS EACH OF US TO FAITH IN JESUS JUST AS PAUL SAYS, "FOR THROUGH HIM WE BOTH HAVE ACCESS IN THE ONE SPIRIT TO THE FATHER" (V. 19, ESV).  IN OTHER WORDS, TO BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST AS OUR SAVIOR IS TO BELIEVE IN THE TRIUNE GOD OF FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT.  PEOPLE AND CHURCHES THAT DON'T BELIEVE IN THE TRIUNE GOD ARE NOT PART OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST.  WE ARE ONE THEN, NOT BECAUSE OF WHAT WE DO BUT BECAUSE OF WHAT WE BELIEVE.  JESUS MAKES US ONE.  
     B. IN OUR TEXT PAUL IS SAYING THAT BOTH JEWS AND NON-JEWS, THE GENTILES, WERE ONE IN CHRIST.  IN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH THERE ARE PEOPLE FROM MANY DIFFERENT COUNTRIES WITH DIFFERENT LANGUAGES AND EVEN DIFFERENT SKIN COLORS……BUT IN CHRIST… THEY ARE ALL ONE.  THEY ARE ONE IN CONFESSING THAT THEY ARE SINNERS WHO HAVE BROKEN GOD'S LAW AND DESERVE NOTHING BUT HIS WRATH AND DAMNATION.   THEY ARE ONE IN KNOWING THAT THEY CAN NEVER BE GOOD ENOUGH TO SAVE THEMSELVES FROM SIN AND DEATH.  AND SO THEY ARE ONE IN BELIEVING THAT JESUS HAS DONE ALL THAT NEEDS TO BE DONE TO SAVE THEM FROM SIN AND DEATH.   THEY ARE ONE AS THEY CONFESS THEIR SINS TO GOD AND TRUST IN JESUS CHRIST FOR GOD'S FORGIVENESS.  ONLY JESUS CHRIST MAKES THE CHURCH ONE. 
II.   WE ALSO CONFESS IN THE CREED THAT THE CHURCH IS "HOLY".   IN VERSE 21 PAUL SAYS THAT THE CHURCH IS "A HOLY TEMPLE".   AND IN VERSE 19 HE SAYS THAT, "YOU ARE FELLOW CITIZENS WITH THE SAINTS".  THE GREEK WORD THAT IS TRANSLATED AS "SAINTS" IS LITERALLY, "HOLY ONES".  THE CHURCH IS "HOLY" IN TWO WAYS.
     A.   FIRST, THE CHURCH IS PERFECTLY AND ABSOLUTELY HOLY.   REALLY? HOW COULD THIS BE?  BECAUSE ON THE CROSS JESUS DIED FOR ALL OF YOUR SINS AND CANCELED YOUR DEBT TO GOD.  AND IN YOUR BAPTISM ALL OF THOSE SINS WERE WASHED AWAY.  IN GOD'S SIGHT….YOU DON'T HAVE ANY SINS……YOU ARE HOLY IN HIS SIGHT.  THIS IS THE GOSPEL, GOOD NEWS.  WHEN YOU FEEL OVERWHELMED BY YOUR SIN…DO YOU REMEMBER THIS?  DO YOU BELIEVE THIS?   BECAUSE THIS PERFECT HOLINESS IS NOT BASED ON WHAT YOU DO…BUT ON WHAT JESUS HAS DONE FOR YOU WITH HIS SINLESS LIFE AND HIS DEATH ON THE CROSS TO PAY FOR YOUR SINS.   AND THIS IS WHY PAUL SAYS THAT JESUS "OUR PEACE" (V. 14).  PEACE WITH GOD, PEACE WITH SELF, PEACE WITH OTHERS. 
     B.  BUT SECONDLY, THE CHURCH IS IMPERFECTLY HOLY IN THAT WE DO NOT LIVE A PERFECTLY HOLY LIFE FOR GOD… AS PAUL ADMITS IN HIS LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS: "…NOT THAT I HAVE ALREADY OBTAINED THIS OR AM ALREADY PERFECT…." (3: 13, ESV).   THE REASON FOR THIS IS THAT WE STILL HAVE OUR SINFUL FLESH THAT IS A WAR WITH OUR NEW MAN IN CHRIST AS PAUL WRITES IN GALATIANS, "FOR THE DESIRES OF THE FLESH ARE AGAINST THE SPIRIT, AND THE DESIRES OF THE SPIRIT ARE AGAINST THE FLESH, FOR THESE ARE OPPOSED TO EACH OTHER, TO KEEP YOU FROM DOING THE THINGS YOU WANT TO DO" (5: 17, ESV).  WE DON'T LIVE A PERFECT LIFE FOR GOD.  BUT WE WANT TO BECAUSE WE HAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD LIVING INSIDE OF US AS PAUL REMINDS US THAT WE HAVE BECOME, "…A DWELLING PLACE FOR GOD BY THE SPIRIT" (V. 22, ESV).   SO WE DAILY REPENT OF OUR SINS AND DAILY FIND COMFORT AND PEACE IN THE PERFECT HOLINESS THAT JESUS GIVES US.  AND IN THIS WAY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO DWELLS WITHIN US, HELPS US TO GROW IN OUR LIVING FOR JESUS WHO LOVED US SO MUCH THAT HE DIED FOR US ON THE CROSS.  HOW CAN WE NOT LIVE FOR HIM?
 III.  THE THIRD WORD IN THE CREED IS "CHRISTIAN".  
     A.  THE WORD "CHRISTIAN"  OCCURS THREE TIMES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT INCLUDING ACTS 11: 36 WHICH TELLS US THAT THE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS WERE FIRST CALLED "CHRISTIANS" IN THE CITY OF ANTIOCH, THE HOME CHURCH OF THE APOSTLE PAUL.  BUT THE WORD "CHRIST" APPEARS 
OVER FIVE HUNDRED TIMES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT AND FOUR TIMES IN OUR TEXT.    "CHRIST" IS NOT JESUS' LAST NAME…IT IS A TITLE….JESUS IS THE "CHRIST" WHICH MEANS "THE ANOINTED 
ONE" OR "THE CHOSEN ONE" .CHOSEN BY WHOM?  GOD….TO DO WHAT?……BE THE WORLD'S SAVIOR FROM SIN AND DEATH.  IN THIS SENSE THEN……..JESUS IS…. "THE CHRIST" AS PETER EXPLAINS IN THE BOOK OF ACTS, "AND THERE IS SALVATION IN NO ONE ELSE, FOR THERE IS NO 
OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN GIVEN AMONG MEN BY WHICH WE MUST BE SAVED” (4:12, ESV).   

SO THEN THE CHURCH IS "CHRISTIAN" BECAUSE ITS MEMBERS TRUST IN JESUS THE CHRIST…AND FOLLOW HIM.  
    B.    BUT AT THE TIME OF MARTIN LUTHER THE WORD IN THE CREED WAS NOT "CHRISTIAN" BUT "CATHOLIC" WHICH MEANS "UNIVERSAL".  THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST IS FOUND ALL OVER THE WORLD.  BUT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT THE CHURCH WAS RESTRICTED TO ONE PEOPLE AND ONE PLACE IN THE WORLD…THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL….  THAT'S WHY PAUL SAYS TO THE NON-JEWS, THE GENTILES, "YOU WERE AT THAT TIME… ALIENATED FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF ISRAEL…HAVING NO HOPE AND WITHOUT GOD IN THE WORLD" (V. 12, ESV)..  IF ANYONE WANTED TO BE A PART OF GOD'S PEOPLE, HIS CHURCH, THEY HAD TO BECOME A JEW.  BUT NO MORE….JESUS CHRIST IS FOR ALL PEOPLE AS PAUL SAYS, "HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE FAR OFF AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR" (V. 17, ESV).   BUT, AS WE ARE LEARNING FROM OUR SUNDAY MORNING STUDY OF PAUL'S LETTER TO THE GALATIANS, THIS WAS A HARD LESSON FOR THE EARLY JEWISH CHRISTIANS TO LEARN.  THERE WAS MUCH HOSTILITY BETWEEN THE JEWS AND THE OTHER PEOPLE OF THE WORLD….WHICH CAN STILL BE SEEN TODAY.. …….  BUT IN JESUS CHRIST THOSE HOSTILITIES WERE OVERCOME IN JESUS AS PAUL SAYS, FOR HE HIMSELF IS OUR PEACE WHO HAS MADE US BOTH ONE AND BROKEN DOWN IN HIS FLESH THE DIVIDING WALL OF HOSTILITY…." (2: 14, ESV).    IN JESUS CHRIST, NOT JUST JEWS, BUT PEOPLE FROM MANY NATIONS ARE PART OF GOD'S CHURCH.    SO WHY DID MARTIN LUTHER CHANGE THE WORD FROM "CATHOLIC" TO "CHRISTIAN"?  ….BECAUSE WHEN PEOPLE HEARD THE WORD "CATHOLIC" THEY THOUGHT, NOT OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH…BUT ONLY OF ONE DENOMINATION… THE "ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH".    BUT THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH IS JUST ONE OF MANY CHURCHES THAT MAKE UP THE CATHOLIC, UNIVERSAL CHURCH TODAY….OVER TWO BILLION PEOPLE.     
IV.   FINALLY, THE CHURCH IS NOT ONLY ONE, HOLY, CHRISTIAN AND CATHOLIC….BUT, AS THE CREED SAYS, IT IS ALSO "APOSTOLIC".  THIS TOO COMES FROM THE BIBLE…..NINETY TIMES……WITH FOUR REFERENCES IN EPHESIANS.       
     A.  ALL OF THE APOSTLES, INCLUDING PAUL, WERE HAND PICKED BY JESUS TO BE THE TEACHERS OF HIS CHURCH.   AND TO CARRY OUT THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES JESUS GAVE THEM A SPECIAL MEASURE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AS JESUS SAYS IN JOHN'S GOSPEL:   "BUT THE HELPER, THE HOLY 
SPIRIT, WHOM THE FATHER WILL SEND IN MY NAME, HE WILL TEACH YOU ALL THINGS AND 
BRING TO YOUR REMEMBRANCE ALL THAT I HAVE SAID TO YOU" (14: 26, ESV).  THIS PROMISE 
WAS ALSO GIVEN TO PAUL AS HE SAYS IN HIS FIRST LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS:   "AND WE IMPART THIS IN WORDS NOT TAUGHT BY HUMAN WISDOM BUT TAUGHT BY THE SPIRIT" (2: 13, ESV).      THE APOSTLES TAUGHT WITH A UNIQUE AUTHORITY THAT WAS GIVEN ONLY TO THEM.  SO 
THAT THEY WOULD LAY THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH AS PAUL SAYS IN OUR 

LESSON:  "YOU ARE…MEMBERS OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD, BUILT ON THE FOUNDATION OF THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS…." (VV. 19, 20, ESV).   AND THAT FOUNDATION CAN NEVER BE CHANGED AS JUDE SAYS IN HIS LETTER, "…CONTEND FOR THE FAITH THAT WAS ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS" (V. 3, ESV).
     B.  THE CHURCH, THEN, IS APOSTOLIC ONLY IN SO FAR AS IT IS FAITHFUL TO THE TEACHINGS OF THE APOSTLES.  ANY DEVIATION FROM THEIR TEACHINGS IS FALSE DOCTRINE AND IS NOT APOSTOLIC AS THE APOSTLE JOHN SAYS IN HIS FIRST LETTER, "WE ARE FROM GOD.  WHOEVER KNOWS GOD… LISTENS TO US; WHOEVER IS NOT FROM GOD… DOES NOT LISTEN TO US." (4: 5, ESV).   SO THEN THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST IS NOT TO BE CHARACTERIZED BY NOVELTY OR INNOVATION OR INFLUENCED BY WHAT THE CULTURE THINKS..… BUT THE CHURCH IS TO BE CHARACTERIZED BY FAITHFULNESS TO THE APOSTOLIC WORD AS WE READ IN THE BOOK OF ACTS OF THOSE FIRST CHRISTIANS, "AND THEY DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO THE APOSTLES' TEACHING….." (2: 42, ESV).    OUR LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS CLAIM TO BE FAITHFUL TO THAT APOSTOLIC WORD AS WE READ IN THE PREFACE TO THE BOOK OF CONCORD, "…WE HAVE NOT WISHED TO CREATE SOMETHING NEW OR TO DEPART FROM THE TRUTH OF HEAVENLY DOCTRINE….HAVING BEEN TAKEN FROM THE PROPHETIC AND APOSTOLIC SCRIPTURES…." (CONCORDIA, CPH, 2005, PAGE 37).  
CONCLUSION:   WHAT THEN IS THE CHURCH?  OR BETTER YET……….WHO THEN IS THE CHURCH?  PEOPLE…ALL PEOPLE IN ALL TIMES AND IN ALL PLACES WHO BELIEVE THE APOSTOLIC TEACHING ABOUT GOD'S LOVE AND SALVATION IN HIS SON, JESUS CHRIST….THE CHURCH IS ONE, HOLY, CHRISTIAN, CATHOLIC, AND APOSTOLIC. …..THIS IS THE CHURCH THAT YOU BELONG TO NOW… BY FAITH…..AND FINALLY, WHEN JESUS RETURNS ON THE DAY OF THE RESURRECTION…..YOU WILL SEE IT WITH YOUR OWN EYES.….  HOW WONDERFUL IT WILL BE.  AMEN.
