TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST        JOHN 6: 22-35              AUGUST 2, 2015
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     "FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD" THIS IS THE OPENING SONG FROM THE 1968 FILM, "OLIVER".  IT IS SUNG WHEN THE WORKHOUSE BOYS ARE DREAMING AND FANTASIZE ABOUT FOOD WHILE GOING TO COLLECT THEIR GRUEL FROM THE STAFF OF THE WORKHOUSE.     "FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD".  WE TEND TO TAKE FOOD FOR GRANTED……UNTIL WE DON'T HAVE IT.  WE EAT FOOD FOR TWO MAIN REASONS……ONE, IT TASTES GOOD!  WE USUALLY LIKE THE TASTE OF WHAT WE EAT.    BUT OF COURSE THERE IS ANOTHER REASON, A MORE BASIC REASON TO EAT……WE EAT TO KEEP STRONG AND TO STAY ALIVE.  IF WE DON'T EAT…WE WILL EVENTUALLY WE DIE………SO WE EAT!  BUT REGARDLESS OF HOW MANY MEALS WE WILL EAT THE DAY WILL COME WHEN………WE WILL DIE.  THIS IS WHAT OUR GOSPEL LESSON IS ALL ABOUT THIS MORNING AS JESUS TELLS US THE GOOD NEWS THAT THERE IS A FOOD THAT GIVES ETERNAL LIFE.  CAN YOU IMAGINE SOMEONE MARKETING SUCH A FOOD?  NO DOUBT HE WOULD BECOME A BILLIONAIRE.  BUT THIS FOOD IS ALREADY AVAILABLE!  AND WHAT IS SO SHOCKING IS THAT MOST PEOPLE AREN'T INTERESTED!  AND PERHAPS SOMETIMES WE AREN'T AS INTERESTED AS WE SHOULD BE.   JESUS IS "THE FOOD THAT GIVES ETERNAL LIFE".
I.  HE GIVES ETERNAL LIFE BECAUSE HE HAS BEEN SENT FROM THE ETERNAL GOD WHO ALONE CAN GIVE ETERNAL LIFE.
     A.   JUST ONE DAY BEFORE OUR TEXT JESUS HAD FED OVER FIVE THOUSAND PEOPLE WITH A FEW FISH AND A FEW LOAVES OF BREAD….TRULY A MIRACLE.  BUT, DESPITE THAT MIRACULOUS MEAL…..   ALL OF THOSE PEOPLE DIED.  THIS IS WHY JESUS TOLD THEM THAT HE WAS MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE MIRACULOUS MEAL THAT HE HAD PROVIDED FOR THEM.  NOW, WHEN HE PEOPLE HEARD THIS THEY SEEMED TO BECOME NOT ONLY CONFUSED BUT A BIT OFFENDED.  WHO DID THIS JESUS THINK HE WAS?  THAT'S WHY THEY BROUGHT UP THEIR FAMOUS FOREFATHER, MOSES, WHO HAD PROVIDED THE MIRACULOUS "MANNA" THAT FED THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL IN THE WILDERNESS AFTER LEAVING EGYPT.  BUT JUST LIKE THE FISH AND BREAD…..THAT "MANNA" HAD ONE MAJOR SHORT COMING:  IT COULDN'T PREVENT PEOPLE FROM DYING….ALL THOSE PEOPLE DIED TOO.   BUT JESUS CLAIMED TO BE FAR SUPERIOR TO ANY OTHER FOOD BECAUSE  HE GIVES ETERNAL LIFE AS HE SAYS, "FOR THE BREAD OF GOD IS HE WHO COMES DOWN FROM HEAVEN AND GIVES LIFE TO THE WORLD….I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE" (VV. 33 35, ESV).   CAN YOU IMAGINE ANYONE BUT JESUS SAYING THAT?    ON THAT FIRST CHRISTMAS, HE WAS SENT BY GOD TO OVERCOME THE CAUSE OF DEATH:  SIN… LIVING FOR SELF,,,,, REBELLION AGAINST GOD.  IT'S VERY SIMPLE:   GOD IS THE ONLY SOURCE OF LIFE.  TO BE CUT OFF FROM GOD IS TO BE DOOMED TO DEATH.  JESUS ENTERED OUR WORLD TO RESTORE OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD, THE ONLY SOURCE OF LIFE, BY TAKING CARE OF THE CAUSE OF DEATH:  SIN….ON THAT CROSS HE TOOK OUR PLACE AND WAS PUNISHED BY GOD FOR EVERY SINGLE ONE OF OUR SINS.  ..AND WHEN WE BELIEVE 
THIS…. OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD IS RESTORED: AND WE HAVE LIFE.  THIS IS WHY JESUS CALLS HIMSELF "THE BREAD OF LIFE".          
      B.   NOW…TO HAVE FOOD FOR OUR BODIES WE HAVE TO WORK.  WE WORK.  WE GET PAID.  WE BUY FOOD.  WE EAT AND ENJOY.  AND SO IT IS WITH ETERNAL LIFE.   TO HAVE ETERNAL LIFE… IT TOOK A LOT OF WORK….BUT NOT BY US.   WE CAN'T DO ANYTHING ABOUT DEATH.   BUT JESUS CAN AND DID.  THIS IS THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL.  HE DID ALL THE HARD WORK: THE SUFFERING, THE BLEEDING, THE BEING FORSAKEN BY GOD AND THE DYING….  WE DO NOTHING.  HE GIVES LIFE…WE RECEIVE LIFE.  IT'S LIKE GIVING A DINNER FOR SOMEONE.   YOU INVITE THEM AND THEY ASK "WOULD YOU LIKE US BRING ANYTHING OVER OR DO ANYTHING?  AND YOU SAY "NO….JUST COME AND ENJOY".  SO YOU SPEND ALL AFTERNOON PREPARING THE HOUSE AND PREPARING A BEAUTIFUL AND DELICIOUS MEAL FOR YOUR GUESTS.  ALL IS PREPARED RIGHT DOWN TO THE SMALLEST DETAIL.  IT WAS HARD WORK BUT IT WAS ALSO A JOY BECAUSE YOU DID IT OUT OF LOVE FOR YOUR GUESTS.  FINALLY, THEY ARRIVE AND ENJOY WHAT YOU HAVE PREPARED….AND SO IT IS WITH JESUS…….WE STAY OUT OF HIS KITCHEN….HE HAS DONE IT ALL.  HE HAS PREPARED EVERYTHING FOR US IN HIS SUFFERING AND DEATH…IT WAS HARD WORK…BUT HE DID IT IN LOVE FOR US.  SO HE HAS PREPARED THE FEAST OF ETERNAL LIFE:  FORGIVENESS, PEACE WITH GOD AND VICTORY OVER DEATH.  AND THIS MEAL OF ETERNAL LIFE IS SERVED TO US ON THREE PLATES:  HIS WORD, OUR BAPTISM, AND HIS SUPPER OF HIS OWN BODY AND BLOOD TO EAT AND TO DRINK.  YOU CAME HERE THIS MORNING….AND ALL WAS PREPARED.   THIS MORNING YOU ENJOY THIS MEAL BY EATING THE BREAD OF LIFE, TRUSTING IN WHAT JESUS HAD DONE FOR YOU.... ...AND EVEN YOUR FAITH IS GIVEN BY GOD AS JESUS SAYS, "THIS IS THE WORK OF GOD, THAT YOU BELIEVE HIM WHOM HE [GOD] HAS SENT" (V. 29, ESV) AS JESUS SAYS JUST A FEW VERSES LATER, ",,,NO ONE CAN COME TO ME UNLESS IT IS GRANTED HIM BY THE FATHER" (V. 65, ESV).
II.  AND YET THE FINEST FOOD IS OFTEN REJECTED.  CAVIAR, A CERTAIN KIND OF FISH EGGS, IS CONSIDERED TO BE A DELICACY…..BUT I THINK I WILL PASS.  I'M NOT INTERESTED...  ON THE OTHER HAND, I LIKE RAW OYSTERS ON THE HALF SHELL…..BUT I KNOW THAT MANY DO NOT!  AND SO IT IS WITH JESUS.  HE DOESN'T SUIT EVERYONE'S TASTE...
     A.  SOMETIMES PEOPLE WANT MORE PROOF BEFORE THEY WILL BELIEVE IN JESUS.  THE JEWS IN OUR TEXT WOULDN'T BELIEVE IN HIM UNLESS HE DID SOME KIND OF MIRACLE.  GOOD GRIEF….THE DAY BEFORE THEY SAW HIM FEED OVER FIVE THOUSAND PEOPLE WITH JUST A FEW LOAVES OF BREAD AND SOME FISH.  BUT JESUS KNEW THEIR HEARTS… AND THAT THEY WERE INTERESTED IN HIM FOR THE WRONG REASON AS HE TOLD THEM:  "…YOU WERE SEEKING ME, NOT BECAUSE YOU SAW SIGNS, BUT BECAUSE YOU ATE YOUR FILL OF THE LOAVES" (V. 26, ESV).  THEY DIDN'T REALLY CARE ABOUT JESUS……THEY ONLY CARED ABOUT THE EARTHLY, MATERIALS THINGS HE COULD GIVE THEM.  THEY WERE MORE CONCERNED ABOUT THE GIFTS THAN THE GIVER OF THE 
GIFTS.  AND THIS IS STILL TRUE TODAY AS SOME BELIEVE IN JESUS IN WHAT HAS BEEN CALLED "THE HEALTH, WEALTH, AND PROSPERITY GOSPEL."   THEY BELIEVE IN JESUS ONLY BECAUSE OF 
WHAT THEY CAN GET IN THIS WORLD….  OTHER PEOPLE WON'T BELIEVE IN JESUS UNLESS THEY HAVE CERTAIN FEELINGS OR A DRAMATIC EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE.  AND SOME WON'T BELIEVE UNLESS THEY CAN UNDERSTAND EVERYTHING WITH THEIR HUMAN REASON……..IT HAS TO MAKE SENSE TO THEM.    AND SO TODAY MANY PEOPLE SIMPLY WON'T BELIEVE THAT JESUS GIVES GOD'S FORGIVENESS AND ETERNAL LIFE THROUGH WORDS, WATER, BREAD AND WINE…THESE ARE TOO COMMON AND SIMPLE…NOTHING SPECIAL OR MIRACULOUS ABOUT THEM.   PEOPLE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR SOMETHING BEYOND AND BETTER THAN JESUS.
     B.  THE BASIC PROBLEM IS THAT PEOPLE PREFER TO WORK FOR PERISHABLE FOOD RATHER THAN RECEIVE THE GIFT OF BREAD THAT GIVES ETERNAL LIFE.  CAPITALISM AND FREE ENTERPRISE IS A WONDERFUL SYSTEM FOR MAKING A GOOD LIFE AND FULFILLING THE AMERICAN DREAM.  IT'S CALLED "MATERIALISM"… YOU KNOW:  "YOU ONLY GO AROUND ONCE IN LIFE…SO YOU HAVE TO GRAB ALL THE GUSTO THAT YOU CAN"    AS A T-SHIRT SAYS:  "HE WHO DIES WITH THE MOST TOYS WINS!"    AH, BUT THERE'S ANOTHER T-SHIRT THAT SAYS, "HE WHO DIES WITH THE MOST TOYS…..STILL DIES."    DEATH.  PEOPLE DON'T LIKE TO THINK ABOUT THEIR DEATH.  BUT ONLY BY THINKING ABOUT OUR DEATH CAN WE LIVE OUR LIVES WITH PROPER PRIORITIES AND TRUST IN JESUS.  WE AMERICANS PUT SO MUCH TIME AND ENERGY INTO TRYING TO HAVE A GOOD LIFE IN THIS WORLD THAT WE CAN EASILY NEGLECT THE ETERNAL LIFE THAT JESUS CHRIST GIVES.  THIS IS TRUE BECAUSE WE CAN SEE WITH OUR EYES ALL OF THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD THAT MAKE LIFE MORE COMFORTABLE AND ENJOYABLE….AND WORTHY OF WORKING FOR.  BUT WE CAN'T SEE WITH OUR EYES JESUS AND THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS OF FORGIVENESS, PEACE WITH GOD AND ETERNAL LIFE….WE HAVE THOSE THINGS BY FAITH.  SO JESUS REMINDS US, "DO NOT LABOR FOR THE FOOD THAT PERISHES, BUT FOR THE FOOD THAT ENDURES TO ETERNAL LIFE, WHICH THE SON OF MAN WILL GIVE TO YOU" (V. 27, ESV).  WE CONSTANTLY NEED THIS REMINDER.
CONCLUSION:    "FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD".  PERHAPS MOST OF YOU HAD BREAKFAST BEFORE COMING HERE TODAY.  NO DOUBT MOST OF YOU WILL HAVE LUNCH AND DINNER AS WELL.  YOU DO THIS BECAUSE YOU ENJOY THE TASTE OF THE FOOD…AND BECAUSE THAT FOOD KEEPS YOU STRONG AND ALIVE…..FOR A WHILE…BUT REGARDLESS OF HOW MANY MEALS YOU HAVE IN YOUR LIFE TIME…….YOU'RE STILL GOING TO DIE.   DO YOU KNOW WHAT THIS MEANS?  IT MEANS EXACTLY WHAT JESUS SAYS IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON…. THAT THE MOST IMPORTANT MEAL THAT YOU WILL HAVE THIS DAY OR ANY DAY….IS THE MEAL THAT YOU RECEIVE HERE AT MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH.  THIS MORNING BY FAITH YOU ARE FEEDING ON "THE FOOD THAT GIVES ETERNAL LIFE:   JESUS CHRIST.  HE FEEDS YOU WITH HIS WORD AND HIS SACRAMENTS…. GIVING YOU THE FORGIVENESS OF ALL OF YOUR SINS, PEACE WITH GOD, AND ETERNAL LIFE.   AND SO TO 
STAY ALIVE AS LONG AS YOU CAN……EVERY DAY…YOU FEED YOUR BODY….AH ABUT TO HAVE ETERNAL LIFE….YOU KEEP COMING HERE TO THIS PLACE TO FEED ON "THE BREAD OF GOD WHO COMES DOWN FROM HEAVEN AND GIVES LIFE TO THE WORLD."  AMEN.
.
