THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST              HEB. 11: 1-16    AUG. 7, 2016
     YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A CHRISTIAN TO HAVE FAITH.  EVERYONE HAS FAITH….IN SOMETHING OR SOMEONE.  THE ESSENCE OF FAITH IS TRUST.   PEOPLE CAN HAVE FAITH IN THE GOODNESS OF PEOPLE, FAITH IN EDUCATION AND SCIENCE, FAITH IN GOVERNMENT, FAITH IN HUMAN REASON, FAITH IN A PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEM,  AND OF COURSE, FAITH IN MONEY AND THINGS...  .  SO, WHEN IT COMES TO FAITH…IT’S NOT WHETHER YOU HAVE FAITH OR NOT….THE QUESTION BECOMES WHETHER YOU HAVE THE RIGHT FAITH OR NOT.  CHRISTIAN FAITH IS TRUST IN GOD AND HIS WORD AND ESPECIALLY HIS PROMISES ABOUT JESUS CHRIST.  THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HAVING FAITH IN GOD AND HAVING FAITH IN HIS WORD….FOR THE ONLY WAY TO KNOW GOD IS THROUGH HIS WORD.  IN OUR TEXT FOR THIS MORNING THE AUTHOR OF HEBREWS SAYS THAT FAITH IN GOD AND HIS WORD MEANS “BEING CERTAIN OF THINGS THAT CANNOT BE SEEN.”
I.  SO THEN… FAITH IS BEING CERTAIN THAT GOD CREATED THE WORLD....BECAUSE THAT’S WHAT GOD’S WORD SAYS…. AS WE READ IN GENESIS CHAPTER ONE:  "IN THE BEGINNING, GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH" (V. 1, ESV).
     A.  OBVIOUSLY THIS IS SOMETHING THAT WE CANNOT SEE OR PROVE.  WE WERE NOT THERE WHEN THE WORLD WAS CREATED.  NO ONE WAS.   BUT ACCORDING TO LOGIC AND COMMON SENSE… THERE ARE ONLY THREE BASIC WAYS TO EXPLAIN THE EXISTENCE OF THE UNIVERSE.  ONE EXPLANATION IS THAT THE UNIVERSE CREATED ITSELF.  YOU KNOW…..”THE BIG BANG THEORY”… AT ONE POINT IN TIME THERE WAS NO UNIVERSE………..AND THEN SUDDENLY A UNIVERSE CAME INTO EXISTENCE…..  BUT…HOW DOES SOMETHING COME OUT OF NOTHING?  ….THAT GOES AGAINST NOT ONLY COMMON SENSE AND LOGIC…BUT SCIENCE….AND THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION REALLY DOESN’T EXPLAIN THE CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE OUT OF NOTHING….EVOLUTION ONLY OFFERS A THEORY OF HOW THE UNIVERSE EVOLVED FROM PRE-EXISTING MATTER OVER A LONG PERIOD OF TIME.  A SECOND LOGICAL WAY OF EXPLAINING THE EXISTENCE OF THE UNIVERSE IS THAT IT IS ETERNAL--IN OTHER WORDS, THE UNIVERSE WASN'T CREATED…IT HAS ALWAYS EXISTED.  SOME MODERN SCIENTISTS CONTEMPLATE THIS POSSIBILITY….BUT THIS THOUGHT IS NOT KNEW…THIS WAS THE OPINION OF THE GREAT PHILOSOPHER ARISTOTLE WHO LIVED THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS BEFORE JESUS.….BUT OF COURSE NONE OF THESE PEOPLE WERE PRESENT AT CREATION EITHER….AND THIS TOO INVOLVES FAITH. 
    B.  BUT THERE IS THE THIRD LOGICAL, COMMON SENSE EXPLANATION:  SOMEONE MADE THE UNIVERSE.  THAT'S WHAT WE SEE AND EXPECT IN ALL OF CREATION.  IF SOMETHING EXISTS…IT WAS BROUGHT INTO EXISTENCE BY SOMETHING ELSE….  AND THAT IS WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE UNIVERSE…  AND THAT “SOMETHING” IS GOD………WHO IS ETERNAL AND WHO WAS THE ONLY ONE PRESENT AT THE MOMENT OF CREATION.. SO HE SHOULD KNOW….  FROM 
BEGINNING TO END, THE BIBLE SAYS THAT GOD MADE THE UNIVERSE AND THAT HE MADE IT OUT 
OF NOTHING AS WE CONFESS IN THE CREED: "I BELIEVE IN GOD, THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH". .  AND AS  WE READ IN OUR TEXT:  BY FAITH WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE UNIVERSE WAS CREATED BY THE WORD OF GOD, SO THAT WHAT IS SEEN WAS NOT MADE OUT OF THINGS THAT ARE VISIBLE."     NOTICE THAT THE AUTHOR OF HEBREWS SAYS THAT WE UNDERSTAND THIS “BY FAITH”.   BUT REMEMBER THAT THE OTHER TWO EXPLANATIONS FOR THE UNIVERSE:  THAT IT CREATED ITSELF OR THAT IT IS ETERNAL…. ARE ALSO BASED ON FAITH….FAITH IN …CONJECTURES……FAITH IN THEORIES THAT HAVE NO PROOF.   ALL EXPLANATIONS OF THE CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE ARE BASED ON FAITH…SO THEN IT’S NOT A MATTER ABOUT WHETHER FAITH IS INVOLVED IN EXPLAINING THE UNIVERSE..  THE ISSUE IS WHAT THAT FAITH IS BASED ON.    AND OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH IS BASED ON THE WORD OF GOD… AND BECAUSE GOD CREATED THE UNIVERSE….WE CAN PUT OUR FAITH IN HIS WORD….WE CAN TRUST THAT WHAT HE SAYS IS TRUE.  SO FAITH IS CERTAIN THAT GOD CREATED THE WORLD AND THAT HE DID IT….YES, IN SIX DAYS….JUST AS GOD SAYS, NOT JUST ONCE, BUT TWICE, IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS:  “FOR IN SIX DAYS THE LORD MADE THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM AND HE RESTED ON THE SEVENTH DAY” (20: 11; 31:17, ESV). AND SINCE GOD MADE THE UNIVERSE THIS MEANS THAT LIFE HAS MEANING AND PURPOSE…..FOR THE CROWNING GLORY OF HIS CREATION WAS THE HUMAN RACE.  ONLY HUMAN BEINGS WERE CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD.  GOD MADE US WITH THE PURPOSE THAT WE WOULD KNOW HIM, HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM; AND TRUST IN HIM AND HIS WORD.  
II.  SO, THEN… FAITH IS BEING CERTAIN OF THINGS WE CANNOT SEE AND FINDING HOPE IN THOSE UNSEEN THINGS.  FOUR MEN OF FAITH ARE MENTIONED IN OUR TEXT:  ABEL, ENOCH, NOAH AND ABRAHAM.  BUT…  THIS MORNING WE WILL FOCUS ON ABRAHAM BECAUSE HE IS ALSO MENTIONED IN OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON (GEN. 15: 1-6) AS WELL AS IN OUR TEXT… AND… HE HAS THE MOST IMPORTANT CONNECTION TO JESUS CHRIST..  
      A. GOD GAVE ABRAHAM THREE BASIC PROMISES:  FIRST, HE WOULD HAVE MANY DESCENDANTS AS NUMEROUS AS THE STARS IN THE SKY (V. 5).. SECOND, GOD WOULD GIVE HIS DESCENDANTS THERE OWN LAND… THE PROMISED LAND.  AND THIRD, FROM THOSE DESCENDANTS AND ON THAT LAND GOD WOULD GIVE THE SAVIOR OF THE WHOLE WORLD.   JESUS CHRIST.  AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED.  AND THIS IS WHY HE IS PRAISED FOR HIS FAITH.  AND IT WAS FAITH.  ABRAHAM DIDN’T SEE ANY OF THOSE PROMISES FULFILLED IN HIS LIFETIME.  NOT ONE.  ABRAHAM LIVED IN THE PROMISED LAND AS A NOMAD.  IT WASN’T HIS LAND.………OTHER PEOPLE OWNED IT AND POSSESSED IT.  AND HE NEVER SAW THE MANY DESCENDANTS THAT GOD PROMISED HIM.….INDEED AT THE TIME RECORDED IN OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON (GEN. 15:1-6) 
HE DIDN’T EVEN HAVE A CHILD.  AND HE AND HIS WIFE WERE BEYOND CHILD BEARING YEARS..  
AND HE NEVER SAW JESUS..  ABRAHAM DIED IN FAITH NEVER SEEING ANY OF THESE PROMISES FULFILLED JUST AS WE READ IN VERSE THIRTEEN OF OUR TEXT:  “THESE ALL DIED IN FAITH NOT HAVING RECEIVED THE THINGS PROMISED” (ESV).  BUT THAT’S WHAT FAITH IS AS WE READ IN VERSE ONE:  “NOW FAITH IS THE ASSURANCE OF THINGS HOPED FOR THE CONVICTION OF THINGS NOT SEEN.”  ABRAHAM BELIEVED IN GOD’S PROMISES…..FOR ONE REASON:  BECAUSE GOD SAID SO.
     B.   AND IT’S NO DIFFERENT WITH OUR FAITH.  WE TRUST IN GOD’S WORD AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS SECOND LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS:  “FOR WE WALK BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT” (5:7, ESV).   FAITH IS THE OPPOSITE OF SEEING.  YOU DON’T NEED FAITH FOR SOMETHING THAT YOU CAN SEE.  BUT OUR FAITH IS CERTAIN AND FIRM.  WHY?   BECAUSE IT IS BASED ON GOD AND HIS 
WORD.   AND, UNLIKE PEOPLE…  GOD DOESN'T MAKE MISTAKES OR LIE.   AND ALSO UNLIKE PEOPLE, GOD CAN DO WHATEVER HE SAYS.  FAITH IS TRUST.  SO LIKE ABRAHAM, WE TOO HAVE BEEN GIVEN PROMISES FROM GOD THAT WE CANNOT SEE OR PROVE.  THE LAST PROMISE THAT GOD FULFILLED FOR ABRAHAM, TWO THOUSAND YEARS AFTER ABRAHAM DIED…  WAS SENDING JESUS CHRIST INTO THE WORLD…..BORN ON THE PROMISED LAND, JUST AS GOD SAID, BORN A JEW, A DESCENDANT OF ABRAHAM, JUST AS GOD SAID.  * WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONLY SAVIOR OF THE WORLD….BECAUSE GOD SAYS SO.  * WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS LIVED A HOLY AND SINLESS LIFE IN THE PLACE OF ALL SINFUL HUMAN BEINGS…..BECAUSE GOD SAYS SO.  * WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS DIED ON THE CROSS TO CANCEL THE DEBT OF SIN THAT ALL PEOPLE OWED TO GOD…BECAUSE GOD SAYS SO.  * WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD, ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN AND NOW SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY RULING OVER ALL THINGS….BECAUSE GOD SAYS SO.  * WE BELIEVE THAT THIS SALVATION OF GOD'S FORGIVENESS AND ETERNAL LIFE IS GIVEN IN THE WORDS OF THE GOSPEL, IN THE WATERS OF BAPTISM, AND IN THE BREAD AND WINE, THE BODY AND BLOOD OF JESUS IN HIS SUPPER.…BECAUSE GOD SAYS SO.  * WE BELIEVE THAT BECAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST WE ARE AT PEACE WITH GOD WHO IS NOW OUR FATHER AND WHO HEARS OUR PRAYERS…BECAUSE GOD SAYS SO.  * WE BELIEVE THAT ONE DAY JESUS CHRIST WILL RETURN VISIBLY TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD…AND THAT HE WILL RAISE  ALL PEOPLE FROM THE DEAD AND GIVE ETERNAL LIFE TO ALL WHO HAVE TRUSTED IN HIM…..BECAUSE GOD SAYS SO.  THIS IS OUR FAITH WHICH “… IS THE ASSURANCE OF THINGS HOPED FOR, THE CONVICTION OF THINGS NOT SEEN” (V. 1, ESV).
CONCLUSION:    EVERY HUMAN BEING HAS FAITH IN SOMETHING:  THEMSELVES;  
MONEY AND THINGS; ANOTHER PERSON, HUMAN REASON, SCIENCE, GOVERNMENT, 
PHILOSOPHY…AND COUNTLESS OTHER THINGS.  BUT WHAT IS THE RIGHT FAITH?   THE ULTIMATE 
TEST FOR WHERE WE PUT OUR FAITH… IS WHEN WE FACE DEATH.  SO WE PUT OUR FAITH IN GOD …WHO CREATED ALL THINGS….AND WHO HAS SENT JESUS CHRIST TO BE OUR SAVIOR BY GIVING US FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS, PEACE WITH GOD, AND VICTORY OVER DEATH IN THE RESURRECTION TO ETERNAL LIFE.   YES THIS IS OUR FAITH WHICH IS “THE ASSURANCE OF THINGS HOPED FOR, THE CONVICTION OF THINGS NOT SEEN” (V. 1, ESV). AMEN.
