FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST        LUKE 14: 1-14 AUGUST 28, 2016
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
     OVER THE MANY YEARS THAT KATHY AND I HAVE BEEN MARRIED WE HAVE DISCOVERED THAT OUR BEST CONVERSATIONS ARE OFTEN DONE OVER FOOD!   EATING AND CONVERSATION JUST SEEM TO GO TOGETHER.  HOW MANY BUSINESS DEALS ARE OVER LUNCH OR DINNER?   FOOD AND CONVERSATION ESPECIALLY ARE APPROPRIATE FOR SPECIAL AND FESTIVE TIMES, GRADUATION PARTIES, WEDDINGS, BIRTHDAY’S AND OF COURSE…. THANKSGIVING, CHRISTMAS AND EASTER.   BUT THIS IS NOT JUST A COMMON SOCIAL OBSERVATION …WE ALSO SEE THIS IN THE GOSPELS AND LIFE OF JESUS.  INDEED, ONCE IT IS BROUGHT TO OUR ATTENTION IT IS AMAZING HOW OFTEN JESUS TEACHES OTHERS WHILE THEY ARE EATING.  HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED THAT THIS IS ALSO WHAT HAPPENS ON A SUNDAY MORNING?   WE GATHER TOGETHER TO HEAR GOD TEACH US IN HIS WORD  ……..AND THEN HE CALLS US TO HIS TABLE TO EAT HIS BODY AND TO DRINK HIS BLOOD FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS..  IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON WE ONCE AGAIN HEAR ABOUT JESUS EATING WITH OTHERS AND TEACHING ABOUT:  “DINNER AND HUMILITY.”
I.  JESUS SAYS,   “EVERYONE WHO EXALTS HIMSELF WILL BE HUMBLED” (V. 11, ESV).
    A.  JESUS SAW HOW EVERYONE SCRAMBLED AROUND TO GET THE BEST SEATS AT THE DINNER TABLE.    EVER SINCE THE FALL INTO SIN… IT JUST COMES NATURALLY FOR US TO FAVOR OURSELVES OVER OTHER PEOPLE; TO SEEK OUR OWN WELFARE AND GOOD OVER THE WELFARE AND GOOD OF OTHERS.  THIS IS THE ESSENCE OF ORIGINAL SIN.  BUT SUCH SELF-CENTERED CONCERN CAN HURT OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER PEOPLE……  HUSBANDS AND WIVES, PARENTS AND CHILDREN…ASSOCIATES AND FRIENDS.  NONE OF THESE RELATIONSHIPS CAN BE HEALTHY IF ONE OR MORE PERSONS EXALT THEMSELVES ABOVE OTHERS.  THAT'S HOW PEOPLE GET HURT.   A LACK OF HUMILITY CAN ALSO HURT OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.   ADAM AND EVE FOUND THAT OUT THE HARD WAY.  WE CAN'T LIVE FOR SELF AND FOR GOD AT THE SAME TIME….WHENEVER WE ARE FILLED WITH PRIDE AND SELF-IMPORTANCE WE CAN THINK THAT WE DON’T NEED GOD.   AND THIS IS MADE EASIER WHEN PEOPLE HAVE A LOT OF MONEY AND THINGS.  THEY CAN DO JUST FINE WITHOUT GOD…. SINCE GOD IS THE SOURCE OF ALL THE GOOD THINGS WE HAVE IN THIS LIFE…WE SHOULDN’T BE SURPRISED TO HEAR THAT HE DOESN'T LIKE TO BE IGNORED BY PEOPLE WHO ARE FILLED WITH PRIDE AS THE APOSTLE PETER SAYS IN HIS FIRST LETTER THAT "GOD OPPOSES THE PROUD” (5:5, ESV). 
     B.  AND SO JESUS SAYS IN VERSE 11 OF OUR TEXT “EVERYONE WHO EXALTS HIMSELF WILL BE HUMBLED.”   PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS A STATEMENT OF FACT……… BECAUSE GOD OPPOSES THE PROUD…. THE PROUD CAN CONSIDER THIS A THREAT FROM GOD… EVERYONE WHO EXALTS HIMSELF WILL BE HUMBLED.”    AND WHO CAN STAND UP TO GOD?  THIS HUMILIATION CAN ALREADY HAPPEN IN THIS LIFE.  JESUS MADE THIS POINT AT THE DINNER HE ATTENDED.   AFTER 
PEOPLE SCRAMBLED TO GET THE BEST SEATS… HOW EMBARRASSED THEY MUST HAVE
FELT TO BE TOLD TO GO DOWN TO A LESS HONORABLE SEAT?!  BUT THAT'S A FAIRLY MINOR THING IN THE BIG PICTURE CALLED "LIFE".   .  PERHAPS THERE HAVE BEEN TIMES IN OUR OWN LIVES THAT WE HAVE BEEN HUMBLED AND EMBARRASSED BECAUSE WE THOUGHT WERE MORE POPULAR, MORE POWERFUL, MORE INFLUENTIAL OR SMARTER THAN WE REALLY WERE.   BUT MUCH WORSE THINGS CAN HAPPEN….HISTORY IS FILLED WITH SUCH EXAMPLES OF PRIDE GOING BEFORE THE FALL.  A CLASSIC EXAMPLE IS WORLD WAR TWO AND ADOLF HITLER.   HITLER BOASTED THAT HIS THIRD REICH, HIS EMPIRE, WOULD LAST FOR A THOUSAND YEARS…….WELL, TURNED OUT TO BE ONLY ABOUT TWELVE YEARS….AND AT THE END OF THOSE TWELVE YEARS ADOLF HITTER, WHO OFTEN SPOKE WITH SUCH PRIDE AND ARROGANCE.. WAS A BROKEN MAN WHO COMMITTED SUICIDE.  YES, GOD KNOWS HOW TO HUMBLE THE PROUD ALREADY IN THIS LIFE.  BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY… GOD WILL HUMBLE THE PROUD WHEN JESUS RETURNS TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD AS WE CONFESS IN THE CREED.  ON THAT DAY ALL THOSE WHO HAVE NOT HUMBLED THEMSELVES BEFORE JESUS WILL BE FORCED TO THEIR KNEES TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIM AS LORD AND SAVIOR.  AND THEN THEY WILL BE FURTHER HUMILIATED WHEN EVERY SIN OF THEIR LIFE… OF THOUGHT, WORD AND DEED…EVEN THEIR SECRET SINS…. WILL BE PROCLAIMED FOR EVERYONE TO HEAR AS WE READ IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION:   “AND I SAW THE DEAD, GREAT AND SMALL, STANDING BEFORE THE THRONE, AND BOOKS WERE OPENED.  AND THE DEAD WERE JUDGED BY WHAT WAS WRITTEN IN THE BOOKS, ACCORDING TO WHAT THEY HAD DONE” (20: 12, ESV).   JUDGED BY WHAT THEY HAD DONE"…AND THEN THEY WILL BE CAST INTO HELL WHERE THEY WILL BE FOREVER HUMBLED BY GOD'S JUDGMENT.
II.  BUT JESUS ALSO TELLS US SOME GOOD NEWS, “HE WHO HUMBLES HIMSELF WILL BE EXALTED.”
     A.  JESUS IS THE VERY BEST EXAMPLE OF THIS.  ON THAT FIRST CHRISTMAS DAY GOD, THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE, GOD ALMIGHTY, BECAME ONE OF US:  JESUS.   AS GOD IN HUMAN FORM AND JESUS HAD EVERY RIGHT TO EXALT HIMSELF.  CAN YOU IMAGINE WAKING UP ONE MORNING AND YOU HAVE THE VERY POWERS OF GOD?!  HOW TEMPTING IT WOULD BE TO USE THOSE POWERS FOR YOURSELF!  WORLDLY THINGS:   HOUSES, CARS, AND ANYTHING YOU WANTED.  JESUS KNEW THAT TEMPTATION.  AFTER HIS BAPTISM THE DEVIL TEMPTED JESUS TO USE HIS POWERS… TO SERVE HIMSELF.  BUT HE REFUSED.  INSTEAD HE HUMBLED HIMSELF TO SERVE OTHERS AS HE SAYS IN MATTHEW'S GOSPEL.    "… THE SON OF MAN CAME NOT TO BE SERVED BUT TO SERVE, AND TO GIVE HIS LIFE AS A RANSOM FOR MANY” (20: 8, ESV).     IN GREAT HUMILITY, JESUS, GOD IN HUMAN FORM, WOULD SUFFER AND DIE ON THE CROSS FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD…FOR YOUR SINS AND MINE.…..FORGIVING US OUR SINS AND GIVING US ETERNAL LIFE. . JESUS WAS ABLE TO DO THIS BECAUSE HE TRUSTED THAT HIS HEAVENLY FATHER WOULD BE WITH HIM AND CARE FOR HIM.  SO EVEN WHEN HE DIED HE SAID, “FATHER, INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMIT MYSPIRIT!”  (LUKE 23: 46, ESV). 
   B..  AND SO IT IS WITH US….BECAUSE OF JESUS CHRIST WE KNOW THAT GOD LOVES US, THAT OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN AND THAT HE WILL TAKE CARE OF US AS WE READ IN OUR SECOND LESSON,  “I WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU NOR FORSAKE YOU…” (HEBREWS 13: 5,).   AND BECAUSE OF THIS …WE ARE FREE OF CONCERN FOR OURSELVES…SO THAT WE CAN SERVE OTHERS IN LOVE; HELPING THE POOR AND THOSE IN ANY KIND OF NEED.  .BECAUSE WE LIVE IN A DIFFERENT CULTURE IT MAY OR MAY NOT BE PRACTICAL TO INVITE “THE POOR, THE CRIPPLED, THE LAME, AND THE BLIND” TO DINNER.  IN JESUS DAYS....THIS WAS UP TO THE CHARITY AND GOOD WILL OF INDIVIDUALS.  BUT BECAUSE OF THE INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY ON WESTERN CULTURE… TODAY THERE ARE MANY HOSPITALS AND SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCIES THAT MEET THESE NEEDS.  HOWEVER, WE CAN CERTAINLY GIVE OUR TIME AND MONEY TO AGENCIES THAT FEED AND CLOTHE THE POOR AND THE HOMELESS.  WE CAN DONATE CLOTHES AND OTHER ITEMS TO PLACES LIKE THE GOOD WILL AND THE SALVATION ARMY.”  WE CAN VOLUNTEER OUR TIME TO PREPARE AND SERVE MEALS IN CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS.  ALL WE NEED TO DO… IS OPEN OUR EYES TO SEE THE NEEDS OF OTHERS AND COUNTLESS OPPORTUNITIES FOR HUMBLE SERVICE….WITHOUT EXPECTING ANY THING IN RETURN……BUT DOING IT GLADLY OUT OF LOVE… EVEN AS JESUS LOVED US AND HUMBLED HIMSELF FOR US.  
     C.  AFTER HIS HUMBLE SERVICE TO US JESUS WAS EXALTED AS WE CONFESS IN THE CREED:  "THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD.  HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN AND SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY."  THIS MEANS THAT THE MAN JESUS CHRIST RULES OVER…. NOT ONLY THIS LITTLE PLANET EARTH…BUT THE WHOLE UNIVERSE!  NOW THAT'S EXALTATION!  AND JESUS WAS ABLE TO GET THROUGH HIS HUMBLE SERVICE OF SUFFERING AND DEATH BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT AFTER HIS DEATH… HE WOULD BE EXALTED TO THE RIGHT HAND OF HIS FATHER EVEN AS THE AUTHOR OF HEBREWS SAYS:  “WHO FOR THE JOY THAT WAS SET BEFORE HIM ENDURED THE CROSS, DESPISING THE SHAME, AND IS SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE THRONE OF GOD" (12: 2, ESV).  BUT FIRST HE WAS HUMBLE…AND THEN HE WAS EXALTED. 
     D.   AND SO IT IS WITH US.  FIRST WE ARE HUMBLE AND THEN… WE WILL BE EXALTED.   WHEN WILL THIS BE?  ON THE DAY OF THE RESURRECTION AND JESUS SAYS IN OUR TEXT, “FOR YOU WILL BE REPAID AT THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST” (V. 14, ESV).  “REPAID”    WHETHER WE WILL BE EXALTED IN THIS WORLD OR NOT… MIGHT VARY FROM ONE PERSON TO THE NEXT.  BUT FOR ALL WHO TRUST IN JESUS FOR FORGIVENESS, LIFE AND SALVATION THEY WILL BE RAISED FROM THE DEAD AND WILL BE REWARDED FOR ALL OF THE GOOD THINGS THEY HAVE DONE.  NOT ONE OF YOUR SINS WILL BE MENTIONED ON THAT DAY…NOT ONE.  .BECAUSE AS JESUS SAYS, YOU WILL BE PART OF "THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST" (V. 14, ESV).  "THE JUST".  IN AND OF OURSELVES WE 
ARE NOT JUST…WE ARE SINNERS.  BUT BECAUSE OF YOUR FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST GOD CONSIDERS YOU JUST AND RIGHTEOUSNESS IN HIS SIGHT…YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN HAVING BEEN WASHED AWAY IN Y OUR BAPTISM.  YOU DO GOOD WORKS OF LOVE AND HUMBLE SERVICE NOT TO BECOME RIGHT WITH GOD…BUT BECAUSE YOU ARE ALREADY RIGHT WITH GOD THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.  AND JESUS SAYS THAT ON THE DAY OF THE RESURRECTION YOU WILL BE "REPAID"  FOR ALL THE GOOD YOU DO IN SERVICE TO OTHERS....AND WHAT WILL THOSE REWARDS BE?  WE DON’T KNOW.  WE WILL HAVE TO WAIT AND SEE... AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE ROMANS “FOR I CONSIDER THAT THE SUFFERINGS OF THIS PRESENT TIME ARE NOT WORTH COMPARING WITH THE GLORY THAT IS TO BE REVEALED TO US” (8: 18, ESV).   "TO BE REVEALED TO US".  GOD, WHO NEVER LIES, WILL HAVE SOME NICE SURPRISES FOR US ON THAT DAY THAT WE ARE   "REPAID".
CONCLUSION:  SO THEN…WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?    WELL…WE CAN EXALT OURSELVES FOR THE BRIEF TIME WE HAVE IN THIS WORLD….AND THEN BE HUMBLED IN HELL FOREVER. …… OR WE CAN HUMBLE OURSELVES IN THIS BRIEF WORLD AND THEN BE EXALTED FOREVER IN THE NEW WORLD TO COME.  THOSE ARE THE CHOICES:  EXALTED BRIEFLY AND HUMBLED FOREVER.  OR HUMBLED BRIEFLY AND EXALTED FOREVER.  THIS IS WHAT JESUS HAS TAUGHT US THIS MORNING..….… OH YES…AND GETTING BACK TO DINNER………THIS MORNING JESUS HAS ALSO PREPARED A MOST WONDERFUL MEAL FOR US:  HIS BODY AND BLOOD TO EAT AND TO DRINK FOR FORGIVENESS, LIFE AND SALVATION…….  BUT ONLY THE HUMBLE ARE INVITED.  AMEN.
