COMMISSIONING/INSTALLATION OF KATIE KOHRING       PHIL. 4: 8    SEPTEMBER 13, 2015
MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,
       TODAY WE HAVE THE JOY OF COMMISSIONING AND INSTALLING KATIE KOHRING TO THE FACULTY OF CONCORDIA LUTHERAN SCHOOL IN SEATTLE.  AND THIS DAY IS MADE EXTRA SPECIAL IN KNOWING THAT KATIE IS NOT ONLY A GRADUATE OF CONCORDIA LUTHERAN SCHOOL BUT ALSO A LONG TIME MEMBER OF MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH.     I HAVE BEEN KATIE'S PASTOR SINCE 1998… AND SHE EVEN SURVIVED MY CONFIRMATION CLASS… BEING CONFIRMED ON JUNE 4TH 2006.   KATIE JOINS A LONG LIST OF CHURCH WORKERS FROM MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH INCLUDING SIX PASTORS, ONE DEACONESS AND…THREE TEACHERS….. KATIE YOU HAVE BEEN CALLED TO A NOBLE AND GODLY PROFESSION.   LISTEN TO WHAT MARTIN LUTHER SAYS ABOUT THE TEACHING PROFESSION:  "IF I WERE NOT A PREACHER, I DO NOT KNOW OF ANY POSITION ON EARTH THAT I WOULD RATHER HAVE THAN THAT OF A SCHOOL MASTER…..FOR I KNOW THAT NEXT TO THE MINISTRY THIS WORK IS THE MOST USEFUL, THE GREATEST AND BEST…MY FRIEND, LET IT BE CONSIDERED ONE OF THE GREATEST VIRTUES ON EARTH TO TRAIN THE CHILDREN OF OTHER PEOPLE.  VERY FEW PEOPLE--IN FACT, PRACTICALLY NONE--DO THIS FOR THEIR OWN CHILDREN….IT TAKES PERSONS OF EXCEPTIONAL ABILITY TO TEACH AND TRAIN CHILDREN ARIGHT."  (WHAT LUTHER SAYS, EDWARD PLASS, ST. LOUIS, CPH, 1959 VOL. III, PP.1337-1338).
     THE TEXT THAT I HAVE CHOSEN FOR THIS OCCASION IS PAUL'S LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS, CHAPTER FOUR, VERSE EIGHT:  "FINALLY, BROTHERS, WHATEVER IS TRUE, WHATEVER IS HONORABLE, WHATEVER IS JUST, WHATEVER IS PURE, WHATEVER IS LOVELY, WHATEVER IS COMMENDABLE, IF THERE IS ANY EXCELLENCE, IF THERE IS ANYTHING WORTHY OF PRAISE, THINK ABOUT THESE THINGS"
I.   KATIE, A PRIMARY GOAL OF ANY SOUND EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IS TO PRODUCE RESPONSIBLE AND PRODUCTIVE CITIZENS WHO CONTRIBUTE TO THE WELL-BEING OF OUR SOCIETY AND NATION AS PAUL SAYS "IF THERE IS ANY EXCELLENCE, IF THERE IS ANYTHING WORTHY OF PRAISE, THINK ABOUT THESE THINGS"…AND WHAT ARE THESE EXCELLENT THINGS WORTHY OF PRAISE?  SIX THINGS THAT ARE ALL CONNECTED TO ONE ANOTHER.…...
     A.  FIRST PAUL SAYS THAT YOU ARE TO TEACH "WHATEVER IS TRUE".   TRUTH AGREES WITH THE FACTS AND IS THE OPPOSITE OF WHAT IS FALSE.  TRUTH IS NOT MERE OPINION BUT IS TRUE WHETHER PEOPLE KNOW IT OR NOT OR AGREE WITH IT OR NOT.   THE SEEKING AND TEACHING OF TRUTH HAS A LONG HISTORY IN WESTERN CIVILIZATION.  YOUR GOAL, KATIE, AS A TEACHER AT CONCORDIA LUTHERAN SCHOOL. IS TO TEACH YOUR STUDENTS THE TRUTH AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUE. 
     B.  PAUL ALSO TELLS YOU THAT YOU ARE TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT AND TEACH THOSE THINGS THAT ARE "HONORABLE".    WHEN PEOPLE LEAVE THE MILITARY THEY CAN BE GIVEN AN 
HONORABLE OR A DISHONORABLE DISCHARGE.   KATIE MANY THINGS IN OUR CULTURE…WAYS OF SPEAKING AND WAYS OF LIVING…. ARE NOT HONORABLE.   AS A TEACHER AT CONCORDIA YOU WILL, BY GOD'S GRACE, STRIVE TO TEACH THOSE THINGS THAT ARE HONORABLE, THOSE THINGS THAT DEVELOP A GOOD CHARACTER WHICH PRODUCES AN HONORABLE WAY OF LIVING.. …WHICH IS ESPECIALLY NECESSARY FOR A DEMOCRACY OF FREE PEOPLE.
     C.   TO TEACH WHAT IS HONORABLE PAUL SAYS THAT YOU WILL HAVE TO TEACH THOSE THINGS THAT ARE "JUST".    KATIE THERE IS A RIGHT AND THERE IS A WRONG.   RECENTLY SOMEONE POSTED THIS ON FACEBOOK:   "WRONG IS WRONG ….EVEN IF EVERYONE IS DOING IT; AND RIGHT IS RIGHT EVEN IF ….NO ONE IS DOING IT.".   THIS IS WHAT YOU ARE TO TEACH YOUR STUDENTS:  WHAT IS JUST AND RIGHT. 
     D.   AND TO DO THIS KATIE PAUL SAYS THAT YOU ARE TO TEACH ABOUT THINGS THAT ARE PURE.    KATIE NEVER FORGET THAT YOUR STUDENTS WILL HAVE CONTACT WITH MOVIES, TELEVISION AND THE INTERNET THAT ARE FILLED WITH IMPURE IMAGES AND MESSAGES THAT SEEK TO SHAPE THE MINDS AND LIVES OF YOUR STUDENTS.  AS A TEACHER AT A LUTHERAN SCHOOL YOU HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO TEACH YOUR STUDENTS A DIFFERENT WAY….BUT REMEMBER.  YOU TEACH NOT ONLY BY WHAT YOU SAY, BUT ALSO BY WHAT YOU DO AND HOW YOU LIVE.    YOUR STUDENTS WILL NOT ONLY BE LISTENING TO YOU…………BUT THEY WILL ALSO BE WATCHING YOU.
     E.   PAUL SAYS THAT YOU WILL ALSO HAVE THE JOY OF TEACHING YOUR STUDENTS WHAT IS "LOVELY".   KATIE WE DON'T USE THIS WORD VERY OFTEN…BUT IT REFERS TO THOSE THINGS IN LIFE THAT ARE BEAUTIFUL AND ATTRACTIVE IN A WHOLESOME WAY……..THOSE THINGS THAT ARE UPLIFTING AND ENNOBLING TO THE HUMAN SPIRIT………..SUCH THINGS AS EXCELLENT MUSIC, ART, POETRY AND LITERATURE.   WHETHER YOU TEACH THOSE SPECIFIC SUBJECTS OR NOT, YOUR GOAL, KATIE, IS TO MAKE YOUR TEACHING "LOVELY" …THAT IS, WHOLESOME, UPLIFTING AND GOOD FOR THE SPIRIT OF YOUR STUDENTS.
    F.  AND LAST, PAUL REMINDS YOU THAT WHAT YOU TEACH AND HOW YOU TEACH IS TO BE "COMMENDABLE"…THE THINGS IN LIFE THAT HAVE GOOD REPUTATIONS…THINGS THAT CAN BE EASILY AND EAGERLY RECOMMENDED TO OTHERS TO MAKE THEIR LIVES BETTER…….AND WHAT IS COMMENDABLE?  PAUL HAS TOLD YOU:  THOSE SIX THINGS THAT ARE "TRUE AND HONORABLE, JUST AND PURE, LOVELY AND COMMENDABLE"   THESE ARE ALL COMMENDABLE BECAUSE, AS PAUL SAYS….THEY ARE "EXCELLENT AND WORTHY OF PRAISE."
II.  BUT BEST OF ALL KATIE,  UNLIKE A PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHER…….YOU GET TO TEACH YOUR STUDENTS ABOUT GOD'S LOVE FOR THEM IN HIS SON, JESUS CHRIST…………BECAUSE  IN ALL THE WORLD THERE IS NOTHING MORE "TRUE AND HONORABLE, JUST AND PURE, LOVELY AND 
COMMENDABLE…EXCELLENT AND WORTHY OF PRAISE" THAN JESUS CHRIST.    
     A.   KATIE YOU WILL HAVE THE JOY OF TEACHING YOUR STUDENTS THAT JESUS IS A HUMAN 
BEING JUST LIKE THEM …EXCEPT FOR ONE THING…..UNLIKE THEM HE HAD NO SIN.….AS WE READ IN THE BOOK OF HEBREWS, "WHO IN EVERY RESPECT HAS BEEN TEMPTED AS WE ARE, YET WITHOUT SIN" (4: 15, ESV).     BUT THERE IS EVEN SOMETHING GREATER ABOUT HIM THAT MAKES HIM "EXCELLENT AND WORTHY OF PRAISE"…..HE IS GOD, THE MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH..…..THE GREAT "I AM" IN HUMAN FORM….AS JOHN SAYS AT THE BEGINNING OF HIS GOSPEL, "IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD… AND THE WORD WAS GOD….AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND DWELT AMONG US" (1: 1, 14, ESV).   AND PERHAPS KATIE YOU WILL TEACH THIS WONDERFUL TRUTH USING THE SAME WORDS THAT YOU MEMORIZED FROM LUTHER'S SMALL CATECHISM:  I BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST, TRUE GOD, BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER FROM ALL ETERNITY AND ALSO TRUE MAN, BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY IS MY LORD."  THERE IS NO ONE LIKE JESUS CHRIST, HE IS UNIQUE, ONE OF A KIND….
     B.   KATIE YOU WILL ALSO HAVE THE JOY OF TEACHING YOUR STUDENTS THAT GOD CAME INTO OUR WORLD AS JESUS TO SAVE THEM FROM THEIR SIN, FROM DEATH AND FROM ETERNAL DAMNATION…AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE GALATIANS,   "BUT WHEN THE FULLNESS OF TIME HAD COME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON, BORN OF WOMAN, BORN UNDER THE LAW, TO REDEEM THOSE WHO WERE UNDER THE LAW, SO THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE ADOPTION AS SONS" (4: 4, 5, ESV).     YOU WILL MAKE IT CLEAR TO YOUR STUDENTS THAT THEY CAN NEVER GET TO HEAVEN BY TRYING TO BE GOOD BECAUSE GOD EXPECTS THEM TO BE PERFECT.. ..YES, PERFECT…AND THAT IS WHY…ADAM AND EVE LOST EVERYTHING OVER JUST ONE SIN.  BUT KATIE WHAT JOY WILL HAVE IN TEACHING YOUR STUDENTS THE GOOD NEWS THAT ALL WELL BECAUSE JESUS HAS DONE EVERYTHING FOR THEM!   YOU WILL TEACH THEM THAT JESUS DIED A HORRIBLE DEATH ON THE CROSS TO FULLY CANCEL THEIR DEBT OF SIN THAT THEY OWED TO GOD AND THAT ALL OF THEIRS, ALL OF THEM, ARE FORGIVEN AS PAUL SO WONDERFULLY SAYS IN HIS LETTER TO THE COLOSSIANS, "….HAVING FORGIVEN US ALL OUR TRESPASSES, BY CANCELING THE RECORD OF DEBT THAT STOOD AGAINST US WITH ITS LEGAL DEMANDS.  THIS HE SET ASIDE, NAILING IT TO THE CROSS" (2: 13, 14, ESV).  AND PERHAPS ONCE AGAIN YOU WILL USE THE WORDS THAT YOU MEMORIZED FROM MARTIN LUTHER'S SMALL CATECHISM ABOUT JESUS:  "…WHO HAS REDEEMED ME A LOST AND CONDEMNED PERSON, PURCHASED AND WON ME FROM ALL SIN, DEATH, AND THE DEVIL.  NOT WITH GOLD OR SILVER, BUT WITH HIS HOLY PRECIOUS BLOOD AND WITH HIS INNOCENT SUFFERING AND DEATH."    
     C.  AND FINALLY KATIE YOU HAVE THE JOY OF TEACHING YOUR STUDENTS THAT THEY DO NOT HAVE TO BE AFRAID OF DEATH BECAUSE JESUS HAS DEFEATED DEATH WITH HIS RESURRECTION ON THE THIRD DAY.    THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT HIS TOMB WAS EMPTY ON THE THIRD DAY.   AND BASED ON THE KNOWN FACTS….THERE IS ONLY ONE PLAUSIBLE ANSWER…………THE ANSWER 
THAT THE BIBLE GIVES US:  JESUS WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD.    HE IS ALIVE AND NOW IS SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY WHICH MEANS THAT JESUS NOW RULES OVER THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE.   AND BECAUSE JESUS IS ALIVE AND WELL....YOU CAN TEACH YOUR STUDENTS THAT HE IS WITH THEM EVERY DAY..  ..AND THAT ONE DAY THEY WILL SEE JESUS WITH THEIR VERY OWN EYES.………THE DAY THAT HE COMES TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD…..AND TAKE ALL WHO HAVE BELIEVED IN HIM TO THAT NEW WORLD WHERE SIN AND DEATH WILL BE NO MORE.  .AND ONCE AGAIN YOU MIGHT USE WHAT YOU LEARNED IN CATECHISM FROM LUTHER'S SMALL CATECHISM,  "AND WILL ON THE LAST DAY RAISE ME AND ALL THE DEAD AND GIVE TO ME AND ALL BELIEVERS IN CHRIST ETERNAL LIFE.  THIS IS MOST CERTAINLY TRUE."  
CONCLUSION:    AND SO KATIE…. ON THIS DAY YOU ARE COMMISSIONED AND INSTALLED INTO A NOBLE AND GODLY PROFESSION:  A TEACHER IN A LUTHERAN SCHOOL.  NEVER FORGET WHAT PAUL TELLS YOU IN PHILIPPIANS 4: 8:  WHATEVER IS TRUE, WHATEVER IS HONORABLE, WHATEVER IS JUST, WHATEVER IS PURE, WHATEVER IS LOVELY, WHATEVER IS COMMENDABLE, IF THERE IS ANY EXCELLENCE, IF THERE IS ANYTHING WORTHY OF PRAISE, THINK ABOUT THESE THINGS".  THIS IS YOUR CALLING:  TEACHING YOUR STUDENTS THOSE THINGS THAT WILL PREPARE THEM TO BE GOOD AND PRODUCTIVE CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA…AND ESPECIALLY TEACHING THEM ABOUT JESUS WHO WILL MAKE THEM GOOD AND PRODUCTIVE CITIZENS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD…. NOW IN THIS LIFE…….. AND FOREVER IN THAT LIFE TO COME.  GOD BLESS YOU TO THAT END KATIE.  AMEN.
