TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST          PHILIPPIANS 3:4B-14           OCTOBER 5, 2008

MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,

     THE BIBLE OFTEN SPEAKS ABOUT “RIGHTEOUSNESS”.  IN OUR MODERN SOCIETY WE DON’T USE THIS WORD VERY OFTEN.  BUT RIGHTEOUSNESS IS USUALLY ASSOCIATED WITH “GOODNESS” AND DOING THE RIGHT THING.  SO A RIGHTEOUS PERSON IS SOMEONE WHO DOES GOOD THINGS THAT ARE RIGHT.  ON THE OTHER HAND A RIGHTEOUSNESS PERSON IS SOMEONE WHO DOES NOT DO BAD THINGS.  BUT HERE IS THE PROBLEM:  WHO DETERMINES WHAT IS GOOD AND BAD?  PEOPLE?  OR GOD?  OF COURSE, IF THERE ISN’T A GOD PEOPLE WILL DECIDE WHAT IS GOOD AND BAD.  BUT IF THERE IS A GOD, AND THERE IS, THEN HE WILL.  FOR GOD IS GOOD.  GOD IS HOLY.  HE IS RIGHTEOUS.  BUT IT GETS EVEN MORE CONFUSING.  LET’S BEGIN THIS SERMON BY ASKING YOU TWO QUESTIONS.  QUESTION NUMBER ONE:  TRUE OR FALSE?  YOU ARE NOT PERFECTLY RIGHTEOUS?  QUESTION NUMBER TWO:  TRUE OR FALSE?  YOU ARE PERFECTLY RIGHTEOUS.  ..THE ANSWER TO BOTH QUESTIONS IS TRUE.  YOU ARE NOT PERFECTLY RIGHTEOUS AND YOU ARE PERFECTLY RIGHTEOUS AT THE VERY SAME TIME.  AND IF YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND HOW BOTH CAN BE TRUE THEN YOU DO NOT YET HAVE A FULL UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR CHRISTIAN FAITH.  SO LET’S LISTEN TO PAUL THIS MORNING AS HE EXPLAINS TO US “THE TWO KINDS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.”

I.  WELL, I CERTAINLY HOPE YOU ANSWERED THAT YOU ARE NOT PERFECTLY RIGHTEOUS.  YOU CERTAINLY DON’T LIVE A PERFECTLY RIGHTEOUS LIFE.  

     A.  THIS FIRST KIND RIGHTEOUSNESS IS BASED ON TRYING TO LIVE A GOOD LIFE.  AND IF PEOPLE DON’T KNOW JESUS CHRIST IT’S THE ONLY KIND OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT THEY KNOW.   THIS KIND OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS BASED ON THE IDEA THAT PEOPLE ARE A MIXTURE OF GOOD AND BAD.  SO, IF PEOPLE HAVE MORE GOOD THAN BAD WE CALL THEM A “GOOD PERSON”.  JOHN KENNEDY IS CONSIDERED BY MANY PEOPLE TO BE A “GOOD PERSON” AND YET WE KNOW THAT HE WAS NOT FAITHFUL TO HIS WIFE, JACKIE.  HE COMMITTED ADULTERY MORE THAN ONCE.  BUT PEOPLE THINK THAT HIS GOOD OUT WEIGHTS HIS BAD..SO MANY IF NOT MOST PEOPLE CONSIDER HIM GOOD.  ON THE OTHER HAND, IF A PERSON HAS MORE BAD THAN GOOD WE CALL THEM A “BAD PERSON”.  SO, ADOLPH HITLER IS CONSIDERED A BAD PERSON.  BUT WE KNOW FROM HIS HOMEMADE MOVIES AND FROM HISTORY BOOKS THAT HE COULD ALSO BE TENDER AND THOUGHTFUL.  BUT BECAUSE THE BAD OUT WEIGHTS THE GOOD..HE IS CONSIDERED A “BAD PERSON.”    BUT THIS IS NOT THE WAY THAT GOD LOOKS AT RIGHTEOUSNESS.  FROM GOD’S STANDPOINT BEING RIGHTEOUS IS LIKE BEING PREGNANT:  EITHER YOU ARE OR YOU ARE NOT.  THERE’S NO MIDDLE GROUND.  YOU CAN’T BE A LITTLE BIT PREGNANT.  AND SO IT IS WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS.  FROM GOD’S STANDPOINT YOU ARE EITHER RIGHTEOUS OR YOU ARE NOT.  GOD DOES NOT SEE US AS A MIXTURE OF GOOD OR BAD.  WE ARE EITHER ALL GOOD OR ALL BAD.  WHY?  BECAUSE GOD MADE US TO BE LIKE HIM, IN HIS IMAGE, AND GOD IS NOT A MIXTURE OF GOOD AND BAD…….HE IS ALL GOOD.  HE IS RIGHTEOUS.  AND THAT’S WHAT WE ARE SUPPOSED TO BE 
RIGHTEOUS, HOLY, SINLESS.  BUT WE ARE NOT HOLY.  WE ARE NOT SINLESS.  AND THEREFORE WE ARE NOT RIGHTEOUS IN GOD’S SIGHT.  SO WITHOUT JESUS CHRIST PEOPLE ARE ALL BAD IN GOD’S SIGHT.  THEY ARE SINNERS. 
     B.  EVEN AFTER WE HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO SAVING FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST HOW WE LIVE OUR LIVES IS STILL NOT GOOD ENOUGH TO SATISFY GOD.  OUR LIVES AS CHRISTIANS IS STILL A MIXTURE OF GOOD AND BAD.  AS CHRISTIANS WE DO RIGHTEOUS THINGS THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS….BUT BECAUSE WE STILL HAVE OUR SINFUL FLESH WE DO SOME THINGS THAT ARE NOT SO RIGHTEOUS.  THERE’S NOT ONE PERSON HERE TODAY OR IN THE WHOLE WORLD THAT CAN SAY THAT THEY LIVED A PERFECT, SINLESS LIFE.  ISN’T THAT WHY WE CONFESS OUR SINS EACH SUNDAY?  AND THAT PUTS US IN GOOD COMPANY BECAUSE THAT’S WHAT THE GREAT APOSTLE PAUL SAYS TOO.  PAUL SAYS:  “NOT THAT I HAVE ALREADY OBTAINED THIS OR AM ALREADY PERFECT....”  IN ROMANS CHAPTER SEVEN PAUL SAYS:  “SO THEN I MYSELF IN MY MIND AM A SLAVE TO GOD’S LAW, BUT IN THE SINFUL NATURE A SLAVE TO THE LAW OF SIN.”  AND SO MARTIN LUTHER EXPLAINS THE LORD’S PRAYER HIS SMALL CATECHISM BY SAYING:  “FOR WE DAILY SIN MUCH AND SURELY DESERVE NOTHING BUT PUNISHMENT.”  IN OTHER WORDS, EVEN AFTER WE HAVE FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST WE STILL DO NOT KEEP THE LAW OF GOD THE WAY HE WANTS IT TO BE KEPT:  PERFECTLY.  TRUE, WE DON’T LIKE THIS SIN, WE REPENT OF THIS SIN AND CONFESS IT TO GOD…BUT WE WILL STRUGGLE WITH SIN AND TEMPTATION OUR WHOLE LIFE AS OUR LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS SAY IN THE FORMULA OF CONCORD:  :BUT SINCE IN THIS LIFE WE HAVE RECEIVED ONLY THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT, AND REGENERATION IS NOT AS YET PERFECT BUT HAS ONLY BEEN BEGUN IN US THE CONFLICT AND WARFARE OF THE FLESH AGAINST THE SPIRIT CONTINUES ALSO IN THE ELECT AND TRULY REBORN” (TAPPERT: SD, II, 534:68).  HOW YOU LIVE YOUR LIFE AS A CHRISTIAN IS NOT GOOD ENOUGH TO GET YOU TO HEAVEN. SO, THEN, WE ARE NOT PERFECTLY RIGHTEOUS AS CHRISTIANS BECAUSE OF THE WAY WE LIVE….WE ARE SINNERS BEFORE GOD.  AND SO WE AGREE WITH PAUL WHO SAYS:  “…NOT HAVING A RIGHTEOUSNESS OF MY OWN THAT COMES FROM THE LAW.”  
II.  SO THEN, NO ONE, NOT EVEN CHRISTIANS, ARE RIGHTEOUS BEFORE GOD ON THE BASIS OF HOW THEY LIVE.  AH, BUT THERE IS ANOTHER RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT THE WORLD DOES NOT KNOW ABOUT BUT WE DO.  AND IT IS OUR JOB TO TELL THE WHOLE WORLD ABOUT THIS RIGHTEOUSNESS BECAUSE IT IS PERFECT:  THE RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT GOD GIVES AS PURE GIFT IN JESUS CHRIST.

     A.    PAUL TALKS ABOUT IT IN OUR LESSON: “NOT HAVING A RIGHTEOUSNESS OF MY OWN THAT COMES FROM THE LAW, BUT THAT WHICH COMES THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST, THE RIGHTEOUSNESS FROM GOD THAT DEPENDS ON FAITH….”  THE RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT GIVES US A GOOD RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD IS GIVEN TO US A GIFT IN JESUS CHRIST.  JESUS CHRIST IS OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.  HE DID FOR US WHAT WE CAN’T DO:  HE LIVED A SINLESS, PERFECT LIFE AND HE DID IT FOR US AS OUR SUBSTITUTE. AND WHEN WE TRUST IN HIM HE GIVES US HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS 
AS A GIFT.  GOD GIVES US THE RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT BELONGS TO CHRIST.  HIS PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS BECOMES OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.  IN ROMANS CHAPTER FIVE PAUL SAYS:  “HOW MUCH MORE WILL THOSE WHO RECEIVE GOD’S ABUNDANT PROVISION OF GRACE AND OF THE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS [GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS] REIGN IN LIFE THROUGH THE ONE MAN, JESUS CHRIST” (V17).  HOW DO YOU KEEP YOUR SANITY AS A CHRISTIAN WHEN YOU ARE CONSTANTLY TRYING TO LIVE A PERFECT LIFE FOR HIM AND FALL SHORT EVERYDAY?  HOW DO YOU FIND PEACE WITH YOURSELF THAT YOU CAN NEVER DO ENOUGH TO PLEASE GOD?  BY KNOWING AND BELIEVING THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST:  HE GIVES YOU HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS AS A GIFT.  GOD SEES YOU THROUGH THE EYES OF JESUS CHRIST.  AND IN HIM YOU ARE RIGHTEOUS, YOU ARE SINLESS.  IN JESUS CHRIST YOU ARE INDEED PERFECTLY RIGHTEOUS.  THIS IS THE GOSPEL.  NO WONDER IT’S CALLED “GOOD NEWS”.  
     B.  WELL, THEN DOES THAT MEAN WE CAN SIN ALL WE WANT?  OF COURSE NOT.  IS THAT WHAT YOU WANT TO DO?  NO.  FOR THIS GIFT OF GOD IN JESUS CHRIST HAS CHANGED OUR HEARTS.  WE WANT TO KEEP GOD’S LAW; WE WANT TO LIVE FOR HIM—NOT TO BECOME RIGHTEOUS IN HIS SIGHT…BUT BECAUSE WE ARE RIGHTEOUS IN HIS SIGHT.  THAT’S WHY PAUL SAYS:  “BUT I PRESS ON TO MAKE IT MY OWN, BECAUSE CHRIST JESUS HAS MADE ME HIS OWN….I PRESS ON TOWARD THE GOAL FOR THE PRIZE OF THE UPWARD CALL OF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS.”  IN OTHER WORDS EACH AND EVERY DAY WE TRY BY GOD’S GRACE AND SPIRIT TO BE WHAT WE ALREADY ARE:  PERFECTLY RIGHTEOUS.  YOU SEE HOW DIFFERENT THIS IS FROM THE WORLD’S VIEW OF RIGHTEOUSNESS?  THE WORLD TRIES TO LIVE A GOOD LIFE IN ORDER TO BECOME RIGHTEOUS.  WE TRY TO LIVE A GOOD LIFE BECAUSE WE ALREADY ARE RIGHTEOUS. 

CONCLUSION:   IN OUR LESSON PAUL SAYS:  I COUNT EVERYTHING AS LOSS BECAUSE OF THE SURPASSING WORTH OF KNOWING CHRIST JESUS MY LORD.  FOR HIS SAKE I HAVE SUFFERED THE LOSS OF ALL THINGS AND COUNT THEM AS RUBBISH, IN ORDER THAT I MAY GAIN CHRIST AND BE FOUND IN HIM.”   PAUL SAID THIS BECAUSE HE UNDERSTOOD “THE TWO KINDS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.”   BEFORE HE TRUSTED IN CHRIST PAUL TRUSTED IN HIS OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS BASED ON HOW WELL HE KEPT GOD’S LAW. BUT HE LEARNED HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS WAS NOT GOOD ENOUGH.  BUT THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST WAS.   AND SO IT IS WITH US.  FOR ON OUR DEATHBED AND ON THE JUDGMENT DAY WE WILL NOT FIND ANY COMFORT IN OUR OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS, HOW WELL WE HAVE KEPT GOD’S LAW--IT’S NOT GOOD ENOUGH.  BUT ON OUR DEATH BED AND ON THE JUDGMENT DAY WE WILL FIND COMFORT AND HOPE AND JOY IN THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF JESUS CHRIST WHICH HAS BEEN GIVEN TO US AS GIFT IN OUR BAPTISM TO GIVE US DAILY COMFORT AND JOY.  FOR IN YOUR BAPTISM YOU HAVE BEEN JOINED TO CHRIST AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS.  THAT’S WHY WE ARE HERE EACH AND EVERY SUNDAY:  TO RECEIVE THE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ONCE AGAIN IN HIS WORD AND SUPPER - AND TO GIVE HIM THANKS AND PRAISE.  AMEN.
