TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST     MARK 10: 23-31     OCTOBER 21, 2012

MY FELLOW REDEEMED IN CHRIST,

     IF WOULD LIKE TO START AN INTENSE DISCUSSION WHICH COULD TURN INTO A HEATED ARGUMENT JUST ASK A DIVERSE GROUP OF PEOPLE AT A PARTY IF THERE IS LIFE AFTER DEATH.  AND IF YOU WANT TO MAKE THE CONVERSATION EVEN MORE INTENSE AND HEATED ASK THOSE WHO DO BELIEVE IN LIFE AFTER DEATH....  IF EVERYONE GOES TO HEAVEN.  AND IF YOU REALLY WANT TO GET THEM STIRRED UP ASK THEM IF THERE IS A HELL.   AND IF YOU REALLY WANT TO WATCH THE SPARKS FLY ASK THEM  …….WHAT A PERSON HAS TO DO TO AVOID HELL AND GO TO HEAVEN?  OK, I THINK I HAVE GIVEN YOU ENOUGH TO GET YOURSELF INTO TROUBLE AT YOUR NEXT SOCIAL GATHERING!   WELL, THAT’S BASICALLY WHAT JESUS IS DOING IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON FOR THIS MORNING AND AS USUAL HE TELLS US THE WAY IT IS AND IN RATHER STARTLING WAY:  “YOU CAN’T GO TO HEAVEN UNLESS YOU STOP TRYING.”

I.  OF COURSE THIS APPLIES ONLY TO PEOPLE WHO WOULD LIKE TO GO TO HEAVEN.  AND THIS IS INDEED A NOBLE GOAL…TO TRY TO GET TO HEAVEN….BUT HERE’S THE PROBLEM……THERE IS NOTHING YOU CAN DO TO GET THERE.  
     A.   IN THE VERSES RIGHT BEFORE OUR TEXT A YOUNG RICH MAN CAME TO JESUS AND ASKED HIM WHAT HE HAD TO DO TO INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE……..THIS WAS A MAN WHO HAD WORKED HARD FOR THE MONEY AND THINGS THAT HE HAD.  AND SO HE THOUGHT….THAT HE ALSO HAD TO DO SOMETHING IF HE WANTED TO GO TO HEAVEN AND HAVE ETERNAL LIFE.   HE KNEW THAT HE HAD WORKED HARD FOR HIS MONEY……….AND SO HE THOUGHT HE HAD TO WORK HARD TO GET TO HEAVEN……….THIS MAKES SENSE.  IT COMES NATURALLY.  PEOPLE KNOW THAT IF YOU WANT SOMETHING IN LIFE YOU HAVE TO WORK FOR IT.  AND SO WE RAISE OUR CHILDREN TO WORK HARD IN SCHOOL SO THAT THEY CAN GET A GOOD JOB SOMEDAY AND WORK HARD SO THEY CAN BE SUCCESSFULL.  THAT’S JUST THE WAY IT IS.   AND THERE IS NOTHING WRONG WITH THIS.  IT’S TRUE…..THE TEACHER IS NOT GOING TO GIVE YOU AN “A” IN SCHOOL…..IF YOU WANT TO “A” IF YOU HAVE TO EARN IT.  AND NO SCHOOL OR UNIVERSITY IS GOING TO GIVE YOU THE GIFT OF A COLLEGE DEGREE……YOU HAVE TO EARN IT.   BOTH INVOLVE EFFORT….EVEN HARD WORK.  THIS IS ALL TRUE AND EVEN THE BIBLE WOULD AGREE THAT YOU HAVE WORK FOR THINGS IN THIS LIFE AS PAUL SAYS IN HIS SECOND LETTER TO THE THESSALONNIANS:  “FOR WE HEAR THAT SOME AMONG YOU WALK IN IDLENESS, NOT BUSY AT WORK, BUT BUSYBODIES.  NOW SUCH PERSONS WE COMMAND AND ENOURAGE IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST TO DO THEIR WORK QUIETLY AND TO EARN THEIR OWN LIVING” (3: 11, 12, ESV).   SEE?  “EARN THEIR OWN LIVING”.   IN HIS FIRST LETTER TO TIMOTHY PAUL SAYS:  “THE LABORER DESERVES HIS WAGES” (5; 18, ESV).    YES, WE KNOW ALL THIS:  IF YOU WANT SOMETHING IN THIS LIFE YOU HAVE TO WORK FOR IT.  
         B.    AND PEOPLE THINK IT WORKS THIS WAY IF YOU WANT TO GO TO HEAVEN AND HAVE ETERNAL LIFE.   IF I TRY TO BE A GOOD PERSON; IF I TRY TO BE KIND AND THOUGHTFUL, GENEROUS 

AND FRIENDLY…….THEN… GOD WILL REWARD ME BY GIVING ME WHAT I HAVE EARNED:  HEAVEN AND ETERNAL LIFE.  BIG MISTAKE.  WRONG ASSUMPTION.  IT DOESN’T WORK THAT WAY.  WHO SAYS?  JESUS.  “CHILDREN, HOW DIFFICULT IT IS TO ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD!  AND THEY [THE APOSTLES] WERE ASTONISHED, AND SAID TO HIM, ‘THEN WHO CAN BE SAVED?’ JESUS LOOKED AT THEM AND SAID, ‘WITH MAN THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE….’” (V. 26, 27).   THE DISCIPLES WERE STUNNED.  THEY KNEW WHAT THIS MEANT AND SO THEY ASKED JESUS THE OBVSIOUS QUESTION…IF THIS IS TRUE….“THEN WHO CAN BE SAVED?” AND JESUS TOLD THEM PLAINLY:  “WITH MAN IT IS IMPOSSIBLE.”  “IMPOSSIBLE”.  THERE IS NOTHING THAT WE CAN DO TO ENTER HEAVEN AND ETERNAL LIFE.  WHY NOT?  JESUS TOLD US IN LAST WEEK’S GOSPEL READING:  “NO ONE IS GOOD EXCEPT GOD ALONE.”  THAT’S THE PROBLEM.  NO ONE IS GOOD EXCEPT GOD ALONE……….NOW LET’S BE HONEST….WE DON’T LIKE TO HEAR THIS DO WE?  WE SEE OURSELVES AS GOOD PEOPLE.  AND WHEN WE COMPARE OURSELVES TO OTHER PEOPLE WE CAN LOOK PRETTY GOOD.   BUT THAT’S DOESN’T COUNT.  WE NEED TO COMPARE OURSELVES TO GOD WHO ALONE IS GOOD…AND WHEN WE DO THAT WE DON’T EVEN COME CLOSE TO BEING GOOD.  WE WOULD HAVE TO BE PERFECT.  IN OTHER WORDS……..WE CAN NEVER BE GOOD ENOUGH.   AND THAT’S WHY JESUS SAYS:  “WITH MAN THIS IS IMPOSSBLE.”   IF JESUS SAYS IT’S IMPOSSIBLE.  IT’S PROBABLY WISE FOR US TO BELIEVE HIM.  ON THE JUDGMENT DAY THERE WILL BE MANY PEOPLE WHO THOUGHT THEY WERE GOOD WHO WILL BE SENT TO HELL AS JESUS SAYS IN MATTHEW’S GOSPEL:  “AND THEN WILL I DECLARE TO THEM, ‘I NEVER KNEW YOU; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WORKERS OF LAWLESSNESS”  (7: 23, ESV).  THE SADDEST WORDS A PERSON WILL EVER HEAR:  “DEPART FROM ME.”  THIS IS WHAT JESUS MEANS WHEN HE SAYS THE FIRST WILL BE LAST.  THOSE WHO TRY TO EARN HEAVEN BY BEING GOOD….WILL NOT GET IT.  
II.  SO WHAT DO WE DO?  GIVE UP?  THROW OUR HANDS UP IN DESPAIR?  YES, ABSOLUTELY.  WE HAVE TO GIVE UP OUR OWN EFFORTS TO TRY TO GET HEAVEN AND ETERNAL LIFE….THAT’S THE THEME OF OUR SERMON:   YOU CAN’T GO TO HEAVEN UNLESS YOU QUIT TRYING.
     A.   IF YOU ARE TRYING TO GET TO HEAVEN AND ETERNAL LIFE BY TRYING TO BE GOOD THEN YOU WON’T TRUST IN THE ONLY PERSON WHO CAN GET YOU THERE:---JESUS.  LAST WEEK THE RICH YOUNG MAN CALLED JESUS “GOOD”.  AND JESUS ASKED HIM:  “WHY DO YOU CALL ME GOOD?  NO ONE IS GOOD EXCEPT GOD ALONE.”  IN OTHER WORDS, JESUS WAS ASKING THIS YOUNG MAN IF HE REALLY THOUGHT JESUS WAS GOOD…………DID THIS YOUNG MAN BELIEVE THAT JESUS WAS GOD?  I DON’T KNOW WHAT THE MAN THOUGHT…….BUT I KNOW THIS:  JESUS IS GOD………..AND THAT’S WHY HE IS GOOD.   SOON WE WILL CELEBRATE THIS EVENT AT CHRISTMAS:  GOD BECOMING MAN AS JOHN’S SAYS IN HIS GOSPEL:  “IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH 
GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD…..AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND DWELT AMONG US….” 
(1:  1, 14, ESV).   IN HIS LETTER TO THE COLOSSIANS PAUL SAYS IT LIKE THIS: “FOR IN HIM ALL THE 
FULLNESS OF GOD WAS PLEASED TO DWELL” (1: 19, ESV).  YES, HE WAS GOD.  AND YES HE IS 
GOOD AS PETER SAYS IN THE BOOK OF ACTS:  “HE WENT ABOUT DOING GOOD AND HEALING ALL WHO WERE OPPRESSED BY THE DEVIL, FOR GOD WAS WITH HIM” (10: 38, ESV).  PETER SAYS THAT JESUS “WENT ABOUT DOING GOOD.”  YES, BECAUSE JESUS LIVED A PERFECT LIFE OF LOVE………..HE NEVER SINNED AS THE AUTHOR OF HEBREWS SAYS:  “FOR WE DO NOT HAVE A HIGH PRIEST WHO IS UNABLE TO SYMPATHIZE WITH OUR WEAKNESSES, BUT ONE WHO IN EVERY RESPECT HAS BEEN TEMPTED AS WE ARE, YET WITHOUT SIN” (4: 15, ESV).    .   BUT WE SEE THIS GOODNESS OF JESUS CHRIST ESPECIALLY IN HIS CRUCIFIXION.  ALTHOUGH HE WAS GOD AND GOOD, WITHOUT SIN………..HE DIED FOR US WHO ARE NOT GOOD AND WAS PUNISHED FOR ALL OF OUR SINS.   AND SO THEN EVERYTHING THAT IS NECESSARY TO GO TO HEAVEN AND HAVE ETERNAL LIFE HAS ALL BEEN DONE….BY JESUS……..AS HE SAID FROM THE CROSS:   “IT IS FINISHED!” (JOHN 19: 13, ESV).   
     B.  AND THAT’S WHAT JESUS MEANS WHEN HE SAYS:  “WITH MAN THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE, BUT NOT WITH GOD.  FOR ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE WITH GOD.”  IN OTHER WORDS IN JESUS CHRIST GOD GIVES HEAVEN AND ETERNAL LIFE AS A GIFT.  YES A GIFT.  IF THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH MAN….THEN IT HAS TO BE A GIFT……….A GIFT FROM GOD.  THE WORD “GIFT” IS USED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 12 TIMES FOR WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR US IN JESUS CHRIST.  HERE ARE TWO THAT YOU PROBABLY KNOW:   “FOR THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH, BUT THE FREE GIFT OF GOD IS ETERNAL LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD” (ROMANS 6:23, ESV).  DID YOU CATCH THAT?  “THE FREE GIFT OF GOD IS ETERNAL LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD.”  THE OTHER PASSAGE THAT YOU PROBABLY KNOW IS FROM PAUL’S LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS:  “AND THIS IS NOT YOUR OWN DOING; IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD, NOT A RESULT OF WORKS…..” (2: 8, 9, ESV).  “NOT YOUR OWN DOING…..THE GIFT OF GOD…”      SO HOW DO WE GET THIS GIFT?  IT BEGINS BY WANTING GOD’S FORGIVENESS.  THIS IS CALLED “REPENTANCE”.  WHAT IS REPENTANCE?  SIMPLY ACKNOWLEDGING THAT WE ARE NOT GOOD, THAT WE DESERVE GOD’S ANGER AND PUNISHEMENT……WE NOT GOOD ENOUGH TO GO TO HEAVEN AND HAVE ETERNAL LIFE………AND TRUSTING IN JESUS WHO IS GOOD……..AND WHO WILL GIVE US THE GIFT OF HEAVEN AND ETERNAL LIFE.  AND IN THIS WAY THE LAST WILL BE FIRST.
CONCLUSION:  AFTER HEARING WHAT JESUS SAID PETER CONFESSED HIS FAITH IN JESUS BY SAYING:  “SEE, WE HAVE LEFT EVERYTHING AND FOLLOWED YOU.”  IN OTHER WORDS, IN CONTRAST TO THE RICH YOUNG MAN WHO WALKED AWAY FROM JESUS PETER AND THE OTHER APOSTLES HAD LEFT EVERYTHING TO FOLLOW JESUS.   AND JESUS SAID TO PETER AND TO ALL WHO ARE WILLING TO LEAVE EVERYTHING TO FOLLOW HIM, TO YOU AND ME: “TRULY, I SAY TO YOU, THERE IS NO ONE WHO HAS LEFT HOUSE OR BROTHERS OR SISTERS OR MOTHER OR FATHER 
OR CHILDREN OR LANDS, FOR MY SAKE AND FOR THE GOSPEL, WHO WILL NOT RECEIVE A 
HUNDRED FOLD NOW IN THIS TIME, HOUSES, AND BROTHERS, AND SISTERS AND MOTHERS AND CHIILDREN AND LANDS.”  IN OTHER WORDS, WHEN WE TRUST IN JESUS AS OUR SAVIOR…WE AUTOMATICALLY BECOME RELATED TO EVERYONE ELSE WHO TRUSTS IN HIM.  IN CHRIST YOU AND I HAVE JOINED A FAMILY THAT WILL LAST INTO ETERNITY.   GOD IS OUR FATHER, JESUS IS OUR BROTHER AND WE ARE ALL BROTHERS AND SISTERS.   WE LOVE EACH OTHER.  WE HELP EACH OTHER.  BUT NOTE WHAT JESUS ADDS:  “…WITH PERSECUTIONS”.   “PERSECUTIONS”.  DID YOU THINK THAT THIS WOULD BE EASY?  JESUS WAS PERSECUTED.  AND THOSE WHO FOLLOW HIM WILL BE PERSECUTED.   YOU DO UNDERSTAND THAT IF YOU REALLY WANT TO FOLLOW JESUS YOU WILL SUFFER INI SOME WAY?  IF WE STAND UP FOR THE TRUTH OF JESUS CHRIST…THE WORLD WILL NOT LIKE US AND THE WORLD WILL LET US KNOW THAT IT DOES NOT LIKE US.…. BUT IT WILL ALL BE WORTH IT BECAUSE JESUS FINALLY SAYS:  “AND IN THE AGE TO COME………..ETERNAL LIFE”.  “…IN THE AGE TO COME…..ETERNAL LIFE”.   BECAUSE, ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE WITH GOD.

